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PRE SS POOL RE PO RT--P RESIDENT FORD 'S GOOD FRIDAY CHURCH VISIT 

The President and Mrs. Ford drove to St. J ohn's Episcopa l , 
arriving just b efore noon. They were me t at curbside by 
Donald Gr ay , th e head us her, escorted into the s anctuary, 
an d took their p laces i n the Presi dential pew (#54 --nine rows 
b a ck from the front). The Preside nt waved to a crowd o f a 
couple of hundred a s he entered the church. 

The sermon was t h e firs t of s i x addresses to be delivered today 
during the three h our service by the Rector of St. J ohn's , the 
Rev. John C. Ha rper . The Rev. Harper 's s ermon, the f i rst 
addres s dealt wi t h J e sus Christ's arrest. 

Re v. Harper said that Christ's arrest was a class ic example 
of the c onf l i8t between good and evil , and ~at r ecently has 
come to be cal l e d the arrogance of power. "Chri s t had done 
nothing TNrong , legally or morally , " Rev. Ha rper said o f the 
arrest. "His only mistake, if y ou can call it that, was to 
challenge authority, and we know from the long sweep of hi s tory, 
t hat that is n e ve r a pop ular thing to do. Mos t of the time 
authori t y and its challe ngers remain in a lock ed battle. " 

Re v. Ha r per sai d that from one vi ewpo int , li the ar rest of ,Tesus 
was s e n s e l es s a nd unwise , f or it al lowe d him to be come a mortar 
to a few, and a c a us e to c o untless men and women for hund reds o f 
years aft e rwards." 

"But from t h e standp o i nt of human e x pe rience, it was the most 
natura l t h ing in the world, unavoidable and predict ab le , because 
that is the way it is when evil is thre a tened by holines s and 
b y goo d people when it feels it must figh t back and attack." 
Th e Recto r concluded his sermon on an optimistic note. 

IIChri sti a n s b e lieve t hat the cost , whi ch is inevitably down the 
roa d for e v ery human life , which rise i n nobility to meet the 
ch allenge, is the best thing that can happen, for the Cros s is 
the symbol of hope", the Rev. Harper sai d . He added, II Evil 
thus knows no hope i goodnes s does , and our hope lies t h rough the 
e xperience of s uf f ering , even betr ayal and death, t o the victory 
whi ch procla i ms the Eas ter faith , in the ultimate pmver , and 
majesty a n d light of God, wh o himself , h as overcome evi l, and 
f o r us h as des troyed the p owe r of death. " 

Th e Pres i den t and Mr s. Ford left the sanctuary by a side exit, 
shortly before 12:30 . They were accompanied b y the As sistant 
Ministe r , t h e Rev. Pe ter Lars e n. The crowd outside had grown 
to pe r hap s 300 or 400 . Mr. Fo rd wave d to the crowd as he and 
Mrs. Ford e~red t h e l i mous ine for t h e drive back to the Wh i ..te 
Hous e where arrived at 12:33 p.m. 

(Russ Ward--NBC; Warren Br own --Wash . Pos t) 
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