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The measure I am about to slgn represents a 
timely response to my request for promp t Con gressional 
action to provide funds for a nationa.l inf luenza immuni ­
zation program. This program ~·lill offer every American the 
opportunity to be inocu l~ted against a swine type influen~a 
virus. 

This virus ~'7as the cause of a pandemic in 1918 
and 1919 that resulted in over half a million deaths in the 
United States, as wel l as 20 million deaths around the 
world. I am ~ratified that the Congress could act promptly 
prior to its Easter recess on a matter of great importance 
to every citizen. 

This demonstrates quite clearly the Congress 
can confront rapidly and effectively the issues that are 
important to all cf us. The Sec~stary of HEW, David 
Hathevls, and his 1::s pClF::-ment are lEoving ahead rapidly to 
implement the program ob jectives. 

We will mobi.lize all the necessary national 
resources to i n s ure ~t~ t we a2h i c i c ou~ goal of making the 
influenza vac~.~ , ' C : [-: <.:':: -: ."ole to e-";.~y j;;;le rican by the end 
of the year, an~ ~ ~h~: k the Con~r2ss ~nd I thank the 
Department of HEW f or helping in this very important 
project. 

END (AT 1:53 P.M. EST) 
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