
April 10, 1976 

Pr e ss P ool R epor t No. 13--Meeting with PFC Vo lunteers (El Paso) 

President ente red to the applaus e of some 400 people and the music of 
a mariachi band. He was introd uced by John T ower who called for a 
" genuine El Paso welcome,I"cons i s ting of shouts of I'Viva ll and responses 
of "ole", 

Tower told Ford this group of volunteers was lithe nlost spirited he has 
in the United States" and he promised the President that "these fo lks 
are going to deliver this congress ional district--fQur F ord delegates to 
the national convention, " 

F o r d res ponded by c alling the volunteers tops in quality, quantity and 
energy. Then he said: "We start out, I think, in Tex as as an underdo g. II 
But he said that with a combination of his policies, 'Tower's leadership 
and the local organiza tion, "Wei re going to win." The as sumption is 
that he was talking about the entire Texas primary. 

In r e v iewing the accompli s hments of his administration, Mr. Ford said: 
" We were c apitulated (s ic) into the wor s t eco nomic recession this cou n t r y 
has had in 40 years" bu t have c o m e out of the recession and "regained 
375, 000 new jobs in A m e r ica. II This is a reference to jobs gained in March. 

He said he had vetoed 47 bills, "an all time r e cord, II and would veto any 
more of "those bloated appropriation bills" that Congr e ss sends to him 
"again and again and again". 

T hen he launched iui: :::. t h e _, t. rdar ~ explanation of his defense policies. 
He called upon tlll~ V 0 ~. !. • n te e!·s to use adminis tra tion po licies as "talking 
p oints II and sa:d : "I hope yOL'. go out and get better than 51 percent. I'm 
going to b e watc hing you . 11m going to count on you. We won't let you 
down." This w a s gre e-ted by a chorus of "vivas. " 

E l Paso M ayo:!:' Don H:!:,de rsC: ,:l, after ' i r st expla ining that it wa s "ex citing!! 
to rub shoulde~;; w i t t.. '~he P r e sident and ride i n a pr es iden tial lim o usine, 
the ~'1 presented F o rd ·-<.th a cream-colored 10-ga llonhat. Ford b.· ' ed it on 
to che ers, took i t off :.tnd sa:d . "There l s a littlenotein he r e. It c ays, 'Like 
hell it l s y ours, u t it: back. ; 11 Then he tJ.rned to the crowd and s a id , "I 
d nit think youl re Ir.d ;.a n g) .. .'e :-s". 

Hend e rson then ga.v Ford;:;. pa ir of black leathe r c o 'vboy b oot s with brown 
t rim which he said Cf) 3";: ~~:J ~.~). 

Ford said , li My big prob lem is I have a son. Hele re a lly a bronco- b u s tin' 
h orse-lo v in' pe rs on. ' ." F or d said h e frequently bo rrows items fr om his 
c los e t a nc. does~~1 t re ~u.rn Los e be like s, but he won't ha ve a c hanc e ~ do 
it w it the boots . "l;.n going to lo c k the s e up, " the President e~lained . 

He thel! wad ed into t;'l8 audience , tr ied on a h3-(; wo rn b y one of the ma riach i 
bc.:i• • pl2.yer s that wa s identi fied to you r poole rs as a s OITlbr ero c harro and 
l eft fo r his s uite to music and cheers. 

Dean Fische r--Time 
Lou Cannon-- Washing ton P ost 
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