
March 77, 1976 

Dear JiITl: 

I appreciate your writing about your concerns over the Evans -Novak co1uITln of 
March 22 on U. S. -Soviet relations. Hal Sonnenfe1dt tells ITle he has already 
spoken to you on the phone but I wanted to confirITl to you in writing that the 
co1Ulnn in question does not reflect our policy toward Eastern Europe. 

I wish to assure you that our long-lasting policy toward Eastern Europe has not 
changed and that the newspaper rendition of the discussions with AITlbassadors 
in London and of Mr. Sonnenfe1dt's reITlarks m that occasion is severely distorted .

• 

Our policy in no sense accepts Soviet "DoITlinion" of Eastern Europe nor is it in 
any way designed to seek the consolidation of such "DoITlinion." On the contrary, 
we seek to be responsive to, and to encourage as responsibly as possible, the 
desires of East Europeans for greater autonoITly, independence and ITlore norITla1 
relations with the rest of the world. It is our objective that in this way there should 
also occur a greater Soviet acceptance of this autonoITlY and independence. It is 
deplorable that a widely circulated newspaper co1uITln would iITlp1y that we have a 
surreptitious policy for Eastern Europe which is at variance with our announced 
policy. 

WarITl regards, 

Henry A. Kissinger 

T he Honorable JaITles L. Buckley 
United States Senate 
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