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FOR RELEASE 3:00 P.M. ' PRESS RELEASE #220
TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 1976

OF THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
NASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

PRESIDENT FORD DETERMINES IMPORT
RELIEF FOR SPECIALTY STEEL INDUSTRY AND WORKERS;
WILL ATTEMPT TO NEGOTIATE INTERNATIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS

President Ford has determined to grant import relief to

the specialty steel industry, Ambassador Frederick B. Dent,
President's Special Representative for Trade Iﬂe;gawL‘.k ion

ed today. This is the first affirmative action take
clause provisions of the Trade Act of 1974.

The United Steelworkers of America and the Tool and
Stainless Steel Indust try Committee petitioned the U.S. Inter-
national Trade t?f\‘ mission (USITC) on Jul" l(,, 1975 for import
relief. On Jan Gy 1970 L;“"“ : 1 that the industry
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International consultations have besen reguested by the
United States in the OECD to discuss the problems ¢

DL our
specialty steel industry and the proposed U.S. actions. The
United States has notified the specialty steel case under tha

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), and it is

expected that consultations “‘11 take place under the provisions
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off t!
are being initiated.
In recognition of the special problems of the specialty
and carbon steel ipﬂ 1stry, the President has directed the
Special Representative for Trade Ncgoriatiunu, in the Multi-
lateral Trade Negotiations, to negotiate on a sectoral basis
solutions to the problems of c¢yclical distortions in steel
trade, while liberalizing the conditions of this trade.

Finally, the President has Secretar
Labor to expedits plucg;«jWJ of 1t assi c

miployed specialty

laid off are already

petitions, to assist the large
steel workers. About 3400 of 8500 WO
eligible for such assistance.
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view of the rapid expansions and contracticns of the specialty
steel market and is not well suited to the needs of

during recovery from a recession periond. The United States
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by trying to resolve specialty steel
agreements (o ¥
manner, the disruption to trade ca 5 ed and the
concerns of other nations can be tofLi into account,
injury to the QQMDcLlC industry is remadied.
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