
MAR CH 13, 1976 


P OOL REPORT #14 

TRAVEL POOL FROM GUILFORD COL LEGE TO 

HA NE S MAL L AND WILKESBORO HIGH SCHOOL 


The President first met at a r ec eption fo r local busine s s a n d C 1V1C leade rs , 
abo ut 25 to 4 0 p er sons w er e present. You r pool was not allowed ins ide 
but observed n o t hing unusual and the WHC en gineer descri~ed t he conver satiol 
as r outine chit c hat. ;. fter sta y'ing n o more than 15 minutes, the P r esi c.en t 
walked down a sec ur e co r rider a utographing a f ew pic t u r e s and then entered 
the President F o rd C ommittee r eception. Betwe en 80 a nd 125 poeple were 
present . H e s hook h and s in the c rowd and pool overheard h im greeting 
s omeone who played wtth him at the East -Wes t A 11 Sta r football game 
in Sa n F r a n ci s co many y ·eax:s a go. The Pre siden t th en went to his microphone 
and d eliver ed h i s roul;in~ cam:Ja i gn pep talk with no new twists. He then 
bade ther.1. fa rewell and exited the b uilding shaking hands wi th a n o ther 75 
persons or s o befo r e bo arding his h eli copte r for Llneventful flight to 
Win s ton-Sa1em . 

After short motor c ade to a shopping maa the President worked very large 
and e rLthus iF..sti c C :A;' OWftJ who at tirile;:J i!". :::he~r nthus i aSTil would not let 
go hi his wris t and a t l east one o:::: c a sio::l , p ulled hi.-n s ligh tly off balance. 
He then entered a v e ry large, mod ern inte r io r shot!ping mall at Winston 
Salem a t whi ch l ocal officials placed crowd e stima tes a t 15 ,000 persons 
and your pool would glles8 tha t the 10 to 15 t hOll s anc! range was a c cura te. 
The Presi d€ .llt m~ ;I,e r ei:erenc e to the in s piratio~ he Clr eW it O!n such a 
large c rowd and i),gain de-liver ed his roucine s tump s p",ech. He then exited 
shaking more hands inside a.nd outside befor e entering his limous ine to go 
to his helicopter for the f light to Wilk esb oro Highg School. 

P erhaps a 10 00 m o r e p e reons wer e a t the helicopte r site where the P res ident 
waved goodbye b ',:, ~ d i d not m ingle in the crowd. U pon l al.l.dj7.l g at Wilkesboro, 
h e was pres ~nted with what a~')~~ear c.cl to be a !" f.l p1ica of a Revol utionar y War 
single bore , fl inLlock rifle. The President asked wi!1 it w:;;,rk fo r a l eft 
hander? , and t~1ank ed t he dona l' who was bearded an~ wea l'ing fake buck
skins and a "!:~othea ten c oonsl] :1 c ap. T h e P r e s ident i:":'e:a c. · , ..,.6' -.) tully worked 
a large and e~.t~usias tic c ro'wd a t Wilk esboro h igh school aI..J the 0 nly 
incident of ~r';'e~her e wa s a ::L old man slipping through the ::,~e '! f;o take a 
picture of the P r e sident . Pr:. 2.gent got to h irc.L in ac.....z..nc e l'~: ;'1.:' P resident 's 
arrival and r ll sh l";;: ti hirr... o ff. T he P re3id€ :r:.t was then tt.:,e4 tv 6 ~ Wilkesboro 
high s chool. 

NOTE ~ Governor R~l shou s er was a sked how h e thoug ht tt~ P o Callaway 
incident wCllllci affect th e Pres ~~ent ls chances in the ~,..c .!." !".n Caro;.ina prima r y. 
H e said he th:,., ,: <; that t.UI1 P l '" sident ha::ldled the m at t er p.,'cper.ly , and 
because Mr. ;' c :: 6 is ve'-7 po!~ula r in Nor th C a rolina the incideI!t should 
have no effec ts on t he prima ry ~lecti on. 

Walt Rodger s, AP R adio 
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