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VI~S"-UNGjC;':. D, C. ~O~OI 

2 S FEB 1976 

Honorable Bella S" Abzug 
Chairman, Subcommittc-a on Government 

Information and Individual Rights 
Hous eol Repres entatives 
Washiligton, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mrs. Abzug: 

This Department has given very careful consideration to the Sub:1ocmls 
dated February 4, 1976 calling for 'dle appearance this coming v:,~clnes(.l.ay, 
FebrurY,25, 1976, of Mr. Joseph J. Tomba, an e-np.l.oyec of the Na~ion .... ~ 
Security Agency, before fr4.a Governm.ent Information and Individual R:~.,:l::3 
Subcomlnittee olthe House Governr...len't Operations Committee. 

, As you are aware, on February 17, 1976, the President formally asserted 
executive privilege in ~onnection with this matter. . __ 

Based upon the nature and extent of the d.ocuments requested, tcstilnol1Y 
sought by the Committee from Mr. Tom";::.a. would most likely b~ oi a nature 
as to be inconsistent with the Presicient's assertion of executive privilege. 
'I'herelore, Mr.' Tomba will not be available to testify until procedures 
can be agreed upon to ensure that the President's invocation of executive 
privilege is not effectively vitiated by his testimony. 

We would be pleased, howeve~, to discuss with you at your convenience 

whether there may be som.e matters which might appropriately be the 

subject of testimony and the carefully controlled conditions under which 

such testimony might be given. 


We understand from representatives of the Department of Justice that 

a letter similar to this letter is bei.."1.g submitted by that Departm.ent to 

you as to the Subpoenas served on certain employees of that Departlnent. 


Sincerely, 

)~.r,~~.. 
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