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'FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 6, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING THE DEFENSE SUPERIOR SERVICE MEDAL

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President
of the United States of America, and as Commander in Chief
of the Armed Forces, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby established a Defense
Superior Service Medal with accompanying ribbons and
appurtenances for award by the Secretary of Defense to
any member of the Armed Forces of the United States who
has rendered superior meritorious service in a position
of significant responsibility with the Office of the
Secretary of Defense, the Organization of the Joint Chiefs
of staff, a specified or unified command, a Defense agency,
or such other joint activity as may be designated by the
Secretary of Defense.

Sec. 2. The Defense Superior Service Medal and
appurtenances thereto shall be of appropriate design
approved by the Secretary of Defense and shall be awarded
under such regulations as he shall prescribe. These regu-
lations shall place the Defense Superior Service Medal in
an order of precedence after the Medal of Honor, the
Distinguished Service Cross, the Defense Distinguished
Service Medal, the Distinguished Service Medal and the
Silver Star Medal, but before the Legion of Merit. :

Sec. 3. No more than one Defense Superior Service
Medal shall be awarded to any one person, but for each
succeeding period of superior meritorious service jus-
tifying such an award, a suitable device may be awarded
to be worn with that Medal as prescribed by appropriate
regulations of the Department of Defense.

Sec. 4. The Defense Superior Service Medal or device
may be awarded posthumously, and when so awarded, may be
presented to such representative of the deceased as may be
deemed appropriate by the Secretary of Defense.
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