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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JANUARY 31, 1976

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY
(Vlilliamsburg, Virginia)
THE WHITE HOUSE
EXCHANGE OF TOASTS
BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT
AND
MILLS E. GODWIN
GOVERNOR OF THE
COMMON~vEALTH OF VIRGINIA
THE WILLIAMSBURG LODGE
10:02 P.M. EST
GOVERNOR GODWIN: Mr. President, distinguished friends
one and all: It seems to me that in the two centuries that
have passed which we celebrate today that this Commonwealth
has had many great days. It had many great days two centuries
ago, it has had many in the intervening years, but by any
comparison, today and tonight must certainly rank with one of
the great days in the history of the Commonwealth.
We have been truly honored by the presence here of
the Chief Executive of the greatest land in the world today.
Suffice it for me to say no more than to express
to,him the appreciation of us all for his presence here.
Now, will ·you rise and join with me in giving a toast
to the President of the United States of America.
THE PRESIDENT: Governor Godwin and distinguished
citizens of the great.Commonwealth of Virginia: There is no
way that I can adequately express my appreciation for the
opportunity to participate in this wonderful day in the history
of the Commonwealth. I have had a long experience with wonder
ful people from this State, people in private life as well as
in public life. It has always been a great thrill to me to
have lived in part in the Commonwealth and to have seen this
great State grow and become a tremendous influence and have a
great impact on our Union.
In coming down here I had the opportunity to do a little
more reading about the great history of Virginia and it is a
thrill and it is an inspiration to have been a very small
part of a great history of a great State -- one of our 13
Colonies -- of a growing, burgeoning, vitally important part
of our 50 States.
I thank you
Governor Godwin, for
all the very best in
a great Conmonwealth

all for your hospitality and I thank you,
your very generous comments. I wish you
our third century of a great history of
in a great country.
END

(AT 10:07 P.M. EST)

