
December 2, 1975 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 
(Peking, People's Republic of China) 

NOTICE TO THE PRESS 

INFORMA TION REGARDING THE CHINA BALLET TROUPE 

The Ballet is under the directorship of the Ministry of Culture. The 
forerunner of this Company was an experimental ballet company attached 
to the Peking Dancing School and that oompa~y was formed in 1954. In 1965 
it was grouped into the Central Opera and Ballet Cotnpany. In 1969 it 
received its pr.e:.'lent name. Since 1964 tli.ey have b.~c ..·, playing ballets 
of modern rcv~~'j:utim ...:·y themes such as, "Red Wo:;,n.sn's Detachment", 
"Ode to the Yirneng Mountains", and "Sons and Daughters on the Prarie". 

The total number of this Company is about 500 people. Twenty of them 
are engaged in creative work (choreography) and 186 are dL~ncers and the 
rest are orchestra and stage workers. 

In the ba.Het this evening fr.~:·e will be about 40 dancer s and the aver age 
age is 25 years old. They 'i.n graduated from the Peking Dancing School. 
The age of the hero is 30 an.d the heroine is 28. They studied for 7 years 
before they both joined the Company. They started at 12 years old. Their 
daily schedule in the Company is as follows: 2 hours basic training; 4 hours 
rehearsal; and the rest of the day is devoted to study and physical work. 

Apart from pel'form:~.ng in c:ties. they also go down to the grassroot level. 
When they are (;,{Jing so, they divide their company into two groups so they 
can do it in turn. 
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