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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DECEMBER 2, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

------------------------------------------------------------THE WHITE HOUSE.
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
I have approved S. 6, the "Education for All Handicapped
Children Act of 1975."
Unfortunately, this bill promises more than the Federal
Government can deliver and its good intentions could be
thwarted by the many unwise provisions it contains. Everyone
can agree with the objective stated in the title of this
bill -- educating all handicapped children in our nation.
The key question is whether the bill will really accomplish
that objective.
Even the strongest supporters of this measure know as
well as I that they are falsely raising the expectations of
the groups affected by claiming authorization levels which
are excessive and unrealistic.
Despite my strong support for full educational opportuni
ties for our handicapped children, the funding levels proposed
in this bill will simply not be possible if Federal expenditures
are to be brought under control and a balanced budget achieved
over the next few years.
There are other features in the bill which I believe to
be objectionable, and which should be changed. It contains
a vast array of detailed, complex and costly administrative
requirements which would unnecessarily assert Federal control
over traditional State and local Government functions. It
establishes complex requirements under which tax dollars
would be used to support administrative paperwork and not
educational programs. Unfortunately, these requirements will
remain in effect even though the Congress appropriates far
less than the amounts contemplated in S. 6.
Fortunately, since the provisions of this bill will not
become fully effective until fiscal year 1978, there is
time to revise the legislation and come up with a program
that is effective and realistic. I will work with the Congress
to use this time to design a program which will recognize the
proper Federal role in helping States and localities fulfill
their responsibilities in educating handicapped children.
The Administration will send amendments to the Congress that
will accomplish this purpose.
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