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Office 6fi the- Vice President
(Philadelphia, Pemnsylvania)

2 THE
PUBLIC FORUI'S O DOMESTIC POLICY
B UNIN FRAIKLIIT HOTEL
PHITADELPHIA, FLRTICYLVAITIA

(AT 2:15 2.1, ESDY)
Thanks very ruch, Jack.

Governor, ve arz very crateful to you for your presence here
anc to the distincuished representative of the Mayor. I yould like'to
thank all of you for caming. I care over here so I can see pecple. I
can't see very vell sitting dom there. I can't see everybody in the
roar. So, I decidedd to cae cver here.

I vould like to carent on [r. Belinger's staterent., I just
vant to say that in Texaz, the Goverror of Taias rade a coment that I
taink is very appropriate of vhat . Belincer said. He said, if we
respondied to Pearl Harkor the vay ve had with the energy crisis, we
voula all be spealino Jananese now.

(Laughter. )
I think this is not a bad staterent. I think this will

Gevelop during the course of the discussions, one of the critical
points of tius twle cuestion.

I vould also like to thenk Dan Snycer, vho is the Mid-Atlantic

Feceral Necicnal Council Chaimran vho has done such a vonderful job.
Fere today on the penel up here, reprcsenting the Thite Bouse, is the
Secrctary of Transportation, Eill Coleran, vho is one of yeur own.

(Aprlause.)

arjorie Iynch, vho is the new Under Secretary.of Healtth,
Education and Yelfare, svom in last week. Marjorie?

(*rplause.)

The Tinder Secretary 6f Housing=and Urban “Development, John
Rhinelander.

(Prrlause.)

The Ixecutive Assistant to the President for Feonomic Affairs
and I'xecutive Director of the Econamic Policy Board, Pill Seidrman, who
just got back fror Paris. If he looks a little sleepy during the
reeting,; you will understand.

(2eplause.)

The Administrator of thie Envirormental Protection Agency, a
ran that cets shot at from both sides, but vho is a very dedicated and
loval Zrmerican, tvho is doing his utrost to carry out the l'ational
aobjective of cleaning u» ocur enviromment as rapidly as possible, Russ

(?prlause.)

Virginia Knauwer, vho is the Special Assistant to the
President for Consurer MAffairs and also Director of the Office of
Consuner Affairs of FEIT.

(Applause.)
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Iet e just say that I think all of us agree that there are
no nit wit brains in Washington . The President feels very strongly in
trying to reviewr darestic policies and programs at this crucial roment
in history in our country that ve have got to get out and have the
opportunity to exchange views ard get the reaction of citizens all
over the country. That is the purpose of this series of reetings.

Ve are just very grateful to all of you for your presence
here. You will have a chance to speak before e are through.

The participation today represents not only Pennsylvania,
but as has been rentioned, Delavare, the District of Colurbia, !aine,
laryland, !lassachusetts, llew Harpshire, Hewr Jersey, ilew York, Puerto
Pico, Rhode Island, Verront, Virginia and Vest Virginia, and Connecticut.
You can say it is a lot of States. It is. '%e have lots of problems.

''e are having six meetings. This is the fourth. It is a
bic country, 50 States. So, we appreciate tremendously those of you vho
are here fra Pemnsylvania, anc those of you who have come in from
out of State.

Of course, as the Governor says, this is the historic site of
the Founding Fatliers vho created the country. I don’t think our
confidence is going to last quite as long as theirs did. DPut I only
hope the results are as gool. I thank you again, Governor, for your
presence.

Both liberty, the concept of liberty and industrial society
really care to focus here in this extraordinary area.

The reason that the President is concerned about having these
meetings is because of the state of the economy, hecause of hich
unerployment ;. the high cost of living, rapid grawth of Federal
expenditures, the size of the Federal deficit. These are the basic
concerns. He is also concerned as to vhether the social prograns are
truly reeting human needs and social objectives and he is concerned about
the proliferation of Federal regulatione in all areas and vhether they
are encouraging a healthy, self-reliance of citizens or increasingly
daminating the lives of individual citizens or shackling the Gynamism
of the free enterprise systerm or the dynanism of the Federal system of
State and local governrent.

These are sae of the basic issues vhich we face. e want to
get your reactions. 2nd ve have got sare of our ovm.

President Ford is concerned that we are rore dependent on
foreign sources of enerqgy than at any tire since the Arab embargo. In
other vords, we have lost ground in the last two years, instead of
gaining ground. Production is dovmn and importations are up, up to 40
percent nov’, in terms of 0il at a cost vhich I guess vwill run around
$30 billion in the coming year.

Just parenthetically, I richt say, I just carme back fran a
reetinc of the Future Farmers of America. If it hadn't keen for the
Future Famers of Arerica, who put 60 million acres of land back in
production and are nor producing alrost $20 million of foreign
exchange, ve tould be in a serious balance of payments bind right now
because of the situation that exists.

He is concerned about the enviromment. FPe feels very
strongly that our enerqgy needs and our envircmmental needs can and rust
ke ret together. The economic grovth is not enough. But we have the
scientific technology to reet both. If ve don‘t have jobs, then not only
the present situation, hut for the future, the vhole pattern anc the
vhole concept of our society vould have changed because through these
jobs, through this upvard moverent of people, this has been the
opportunity of Zrerica.

The President recocnizes that decisions that affect the

destiny of every Arerican cannot be confined to the limited perspective
of Mashingtan. 'ashincton has no ronopoly on ideas or wiscon.
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The President vants to tap the cowron sense, the wisdon,
the practical exper:.azce and imagination of the people of every part
of the country. -~ g

The subjects today ve are going to be discussing are,
econanic development and job develcoprent, muber 1; resource develop-
ment and environment, number 2; social policy and cuality of life,
nuber 3. Ye as a nation have gort to address ourselves to these
problers. The critical issues facing him and the people tocay are the
concern of every Arerican, household and family, famer and worker,
businessman and professional. These are wnerployrent, covernment
bureaucracy, red tape, our vulnerability in energy, the growinc food
problens, problems affectinc our envircnment. Ve can and ve must over-
come these problens. Tle have got to get our econory rolling.

Ve can and we must restore economic growth vhile protecting
our environrent. Ul can and e iwust take the full steps necessary to
develop enerqy incependently. Ve have the brains, imagination,
technology, free enterprise and the national resources to do it.

7ithout replenishing them and r-ithout developing this domestic
source of energy, our econamy is not coinc to get off dead center.
e have no assurance that we are not going to be faced with blackmail
or boycott.

Most of us vho live on the East Coast depend on 80 to 20
percent of the energy that cares frorm abroad. Ve are facing absolute
crisis. Those who vent through the blackout anc the lines before, it
is nothing to vhat is goinc to happen, if it happens again. There
won't be any lines waiting because there won't e any gasoline to buy
fran the stations, anyhour.

Se, vhat can harpen is hard to even imagine. You can't
sustain econamic growth wvithout energy. ithout economic grovth we
can't have jobs. Ve can't produce the goods and services and we can't
reet our responsibilities in the world. 'le are focusing in on same
pretty basic problers right here.

The recovery of the last five ronths -- Bill can give more
Getailed figures. But it is alout a million and a half new jobs, vith
still more than two and a half million jobs to go to get back to what
is knovm as full erployrment. Then we have to produce a society of
about 1.€ million new jobs every year to tale and provide opportunities
for the young pecple coming out of school and collece. So that this
is the basic thing we face.

Also, one should mention thaithe free enterprise systen
produces about 85 percent of tie revenues of all the govermment. That
is Federal, State and local, directly and indirectly throuch the taxes
or from the corporations, the individuals, the vithholding taxes amd
the taxes on the profits, the dividends. Therefore, the expansion of
the econaay is basic to the covermment's ability to meet the problers
of the people anc to reet their responsikilities.

Going on just briefly to get a panoramic backdrop to this
discussion today, one has to say and say it very frankly, as from the
Covernor, ‘'ilt Shapp over here, I think all of us vho have been in
public life have got to say ve have in the past 15 years overpramised’”
and underdelivered. Ve have spent rore roney than ve have. 'e have
overloaded the systan of governrent. 'e didn't have the capacity to
carry out the programs.

tle now have over 1,000 individual programs of aid, all of
vhich have to ke matched ly state and local funds. They are all tied
up in restrictive Federal regulation and legislation. This system
has been so carplicated that I have to tell you that ve have gone
around the country. Uk are finding that the major concern of the
Arerican people is bureaucracy and red tape. And there is a growing
feeling that govermrent, rather then being the solution to the problem,
is getting to he the probler.
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This is a very sad situation to find in our country. The
purpose of these meetings is to face these things, frankly and honestly.
Tell it like it is. Say, "All right, these are the facts. there do ve
co fran here?” lot starting with sore ideological concept of, “Don't
confuse me with the facts. !y nind is already made up.” Ve have had
that. ILet's get the facts. Then let us find out vhat the answers
are.

Iaybe ve von't do as well as the Founding Fathers. But we
certainly ought to core up with sae very irportant things. I would like
to say that I feel very stroncly that this is a wnique moment. 'e have
got problems.

You mentioned the City of liew York -~

I never should have mentioned iler” York City. I take it back.

(Applauce.)

Let's sticl: with Philadelphia.

(Laughter.)

All I would like to say in conclusion is we have got to have
the courage to face the fundarentals, the fundamental problenms, get back
to fundarental principles. I want to say, despite vhat the ladies are
saying, I am optimistic about the future. I think the system is the
greatest system in the world, if »e cive it a chance to work.

tle have got to find out how to do that.

(Aprlause.)

Fov, I a» going to sit down and ve will start the meeting.

I will just get the acenda going. I did want to stand up so I could
see the ladies when they syoke.

(Laughter. )

(?pplause.)

(AT 2:35 A.ll. EST)
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