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Supreme Qonrt of the Hnited States
Washington, B. €. 205%3

CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS November 12, 1975
Dear Mr. President:

It was my hope, when I returned to Washington in September,
that I would be able to continue to participate in the work of
the Supreme Court.

I have learned, however, after these last two months, that it
would be inadvisable for me to attempt to carry on the duties
required of a member of the Court. 1 have been bothered with
incessant and demanding pain which depletes my energy to the
extent that I have been unable to shoulder my full share of the
burden.

Therefore, pursuant to the provisions of Title 28, U. S. Code,
Section 371(b), I hereby retire at the close of this day from
regular active service as an Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States.

During the hours of oral argument last week pain made it
necessary for me to leave the Bench several times. I have had
to leave several times this week also. I shall continue to seek
relief from this unabated pain but there is no bright prospect in
view.

Chief Justice Burger and my other colleagues on the Bench
have extended to me every courtesy and generous consideration. I
have appreciated their thoughtfulness and I shall miss them sorely,
but I know this is the right decision.

Respectfully yours,
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William O. Douglas
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The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.





