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THE WHITE HO US E
WASHINGTON

October 31, 1975

D ear Mr . Chairma n:
I am writing to urge the Select Committee not to m a k e public
the report on the subject of assassinations which I understand
is currently in pr eparation. R eviews of the Select C ommitte IS
d raft as s as sination rep ort by officials of the Departments of
State and D ef ense and the Central Intelligenc e Ag ency, who
examined it at the request of your Committee, have been sub
mi tted to m e by the hea ds of those d epartments and the a gency.
Under s parate cover, I am providing these clas sified reviews
for your consider ation. Their substance was previously com
m unicated to the Select Committee sta.ff by the reviewing officials.
I also want to offer my views on this matter and app e al to the
Committee no t to r elease this report publicly.

It is my opinion that public disclosure now of information I pro
v ided to the S e nate S elect Committe e concerning alleg ations of
politica l assassina tion activities of the U nited States Government
will result in serious harm to the national interest and may
endanger individuals.
As I stated pub licly when the allegations were published, the very
idea that any person or organization within the United States Govern
ment could consid er as sassination a s a n acceptab le act is abhor
rent. I know you share this view and a determination to make
certain that such dee ds will not take place in the future.
To facilitate legitimate inves tigation of a.llegations r elated to
as sassina tion, I have endeavor ed to make available all the materials
in the Ex ecutive Branch on this subj ect to the S elect Committees of
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the Senate and the House and the Department of Justice. This was
done under procedures designed to serve the national interest. The
materials were turned over in classified form. You will recall
that I said on June 9, 1975:
"I know that the Members of the Congress
involved will exercise utmost prudence in
the handling of such information. "

It is not a question of withholding information required by the
Select Committee to carry out its inquiry into these allegations
which relate entirely to past Administrations of both parties.
On the contrary, I have endeavored to make all of the information
available to your Committee so that legislation can be proposed,
if necessary, and to the Justice Department to facilitate any
investigation indicated. However, we must distinguish between
disclosure to the Select Committee of sensitive information and
publication of that information which is harmful to the national
interest and may endanger the physical safety of individuals.
There is no question about access to these materials by appro
priate officials. The only issue concerns publication which
obviously cannot be limited to Members of Congress and other
American citizens.
Public release of these official materials and information will do
grievous damage to our country. It would likely be exploited by
foreign nations and groups hostile to the United States in a
manner designed to do maximum damage to the reputation and
foreign policy of the United States. It would seriously impair
our ability to exercise a positive leading role in world affairs.
I am convinced that publication at this time will endanger indivi
duals named in the report or who can be identified when foreign
agents carefully study it. I am sure none of us want such an
unfortunate result. I urge that we avoid any action that would
bring it about.
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I have sought to balance the competing interests involved in
this matter. I made relevant intelligence information and docu
ments available to the appropriate Committees of Congress and
the Department of Justice. However, to protect our national
defense and ability to conduct foreign affairs as well as the
traditional American right of individual privacy, I have provided
most of this information in classified form.
There can be legislation, if deemed necessary, and prosecutions,
if warranted. But let us do this without the damage to the United
States, which will occur if this information is made available to
actual and potential enemies of the United States.
For the reasons set out above, I appeal to you and your colleagues
on the Senate Select Committee to oppose publication of this report
on alleged assassination activity .
I am sure the Select Committee will recognize the enormous
responsibility it has to see to it that serious damage will not
result to the United States by the publication of this report and
will recognize also the duty which I have to emphasize the
disastrous consequences which can occur by publication.
Sincerely,

SIGNED GERALD R. FORD

The Honorable Frank Church
Chairman
Select Committee to Study
Governmental Operations with
Respect to Intelligence Activities
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

