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11:17 	A.M. 'EDT 

MR. NESSEN: We have a lot of stuff today, so let's 
get organized. We have to go on a trip, too. 

First of all, let's welcome some visItors we have 
with us from Norway who are here to cover the visit of their 
king with President Ford. 

Second, let Judy hand you out an announcement here 
and give yourself a moment to absorb it. 

Q Is it a trip announcement, Ron? 

MR. NESSEN: Which trip? 

0 Paris. 

MR. NESSEN: Yes. 

0 There are others? 

Q Will he go anywhere else but Paris? 

MR. NESSEN: In anticipation of your questions on 
the Paris trip, I have asked Hal SOnPenfeldt to come over and 
join us today. You know Hal' from the State Department. Why 
don't we clean up all the Paris trip questions first with Hal. 

o On what basis is he speaking on the record? 

MR. NESSEN: He is speaking on the record as Hal 
50nnenfeldt. Aren~ you? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: Unless I say different. 

MR. NESSEN: Just regular briefing rules. 
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Q The number is six here. Is it supposed to 
've seven wi th Canada? 

HR. SONNENFELDT: I don It know that it was supp'.:~er/ 

to be anything, but our vi ew is that Canada should partici ;" ,' " , :-C 

in the meetings. It is our understanding that there is 
"'onsiderable sentiment in support of Canadian participation 
~mong t he others as well. 

There \4ill be further contact on that question, ..tt ·d ~l : 

,;. S our anticipation that Canada will participate in the meetL'1g. 

Q Is this the first of a series? 

f\1R. SONNENFELDT: It is our expectation that '~hey 'il~ , 

':fes. 

Q You said Canada will participate? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: It is our expectation that Cana-':? 
will participate. 

Q I n t h i s meeti ng? 

r~R. SONNENFELDT: In this meeting. 

Q What was your answer to that queet~o:") : 

Q Is this going to be the first of a series? l~ 

L lis going to be a regular thi ng? 

MR. SONNENFELDT : That is entirely up to the 
e,ieci sion of t he l eaders when they meet in November. ~-Jhat 

):,articular follow-on arrangements might be made after that 
~eeting, that is entirely open . 

Q Hal, does that basic inspiration corne froi:ll 
/ 

~elmut Schmidt of West Germany for this meeting? 

t1R. SONNENFELDT: ~lell, there are s everal 
i,ns pirations. The French President had, of course, at an 
earlier time made suggestions for a summit level discussion. 
The German Chancellor has favored it. 

I think this particular i dea now, as it has ernergp-S 
and as it is described in the statement in front of you, is 
.:eally a joint initiative of everyone. 

Q ~\Tell, is it going to be all in Paris? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: No. Let me say in clarificaticll 
that it is not a t all certain that it will be in Pa r is . I 
pointed out to you t .hat the a nnouncemE!nt stres ses t he ir.iorma lity 
ot th~ 9~GPosed meeting , and I believe the French President as 
the i.ost has in minn. SG!,lP. '.,Jther localit y other th"n Pa'!:'is 
i n :, rd,;': t" i ns'... :!::',"" bv th ~hc ' r4fJrro~J.~ t y 5..:1d t .U E' ir.:censi ':.y 
0 1' t ·~. :-:> Qiscm~::'- n ':.' i Vr & 1,i.." . mum C '~ pro;',~ ~n! I~nd th~: In:.ter 
r·arapllernc;.1 i .:-. ttd c Oll~ ·itvOi.:~c.~lav~ : f '::>ne e:': f in a cC?:o?it .a l. 
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Q How about other countries? Will the 
President go to other countries? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: That I have no information on 
at all at the moment. 

Q Are they going to try to reach eame concrete 
agreement or is this just an academic sort of discussion? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: Well, it is not the principal purpose 
of this meeting to reach decisions. It is not a ne90tiating 
session and it is not simply another ministerial ~ting which 
happens to be chaired by heads of government. 

It is designed for a thorough and intensive discussion 
at the highest level of the numerous economic and political 
economic problems that all our countries face separately and 
together. And, therefore, I would not look for sepcific 
decisions coming out of this meeting, but the emphasis will be 
on the freest and fullest possible discussion with the expec
tation that as a result of that, the ne9otiations that are 
carried on in so many different forums already will be given 
a fresh impulse and a fresh impetus from these discussions 
at the top. 

o So you are saying it is going to be outside of 

Paris? 


MR. SONNENFELDT: Is it our expectation that it will 
probably not be in Paris, but I think you will have to wait 
for an announcement from Paris exactly what the arrangement 
will be. 

o But it will be in France? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: It will be in France, right. 

o What might these discussions ultimately 

lead to in terms of substantive agreements or accomplishments? 


MR. SONNENFELOT: Well, I don't really want to 
speculate about that all that precisely. As you may know, there 
was a preparatory meeting which explored these kinds of 
questions in New York last Sunday and Monday and the general 
topics to be discussed were isolated there or were crystalized 
there. 

I would prefer at the moment, not to mention those 
too specifically, but I think you can all recognize that the 
broad categories will have to do with how our domestic economies 
are doing and how they interact with each other, the various 
issues in the international economic sphere, trade, monetary 
regulations, energy problems and regulations with less 
developed countries. 

So all of these will have a thorough discussion, and 

I think it will really depend to some degree on the status of 

negotiations that are already in progress where some nudge 

and some impulse might be given from these talks. 
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Q will the President be gOing to other places 
other than France? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: That is the question that was 
asked, and I have no information on that at all at this 
moment. 

Q What was the question? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: Whether he will go to some other 
place other than France. 

Q Who will be going with the President? 

MR. SONNENFELOT: Well, the full entouraqe obviously 
will be decided at the time. The qeneral understanding of the 
governments concerned is that the sessions will be as small as 
possible in order to allow as much freedom of discussion 
as possible. 

I think it is contemplated now that there will not be 
more than two people present in addition to each head in any 
given session. And I think in our case that will be the 
Secretary of State and the Secretary of Treasury. 

Q Let me try and ask my question in a different 
way. What is the advantage over the lonq term to the Americans, 
the average Americans and the dollar to have the U.S. President 
participate in this sort of discussion? 

In other words, what ultimate advantage can the 
public expect to have President Ford go to this meeting, meet 
with these other heads of state, and how will it ultimately 
benefit the u.S. economy? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: I think___ Iwould have to say that in 
general terms, the fundamental premi~of this meeting is that 
there is a high degree of interdependence between the economies 
of the countries involved and, indeed, many other countries as 
well, but these are the principal industrialized countries. 

There is a high degree of interaction. Soma of those 
interactions can be injurious, others, if they are properly 
managed, can be quite helpful, and obviously the emphasis here 
will be on making those interactions between our several 
economies and our regulations in the economic sphere as 
cooperative and as beneficial as possible. 

That will be the point 'of emphasis, and that was 
really quite clear. And I ~f say, having participated in many 
meetings over a period of time, that the spirit in the 
preparatory meeting was really extraordinar~ly positive in 
terms of seeking this kind of cooperative approach. 

Q Why don't you know where this meeting is 
going to be? 
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MR. SONNENFELDT: Because the French are the host~: 
and they are, frankly, looking for background. Now, they are 
looking at various chateaus that will be most suitable for thio 
purpose. 

Q We understand from Paris that is to keep the 
?ress away. Is that why they are going to some chateau? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: I have never yet known a way to 
accomplish what you are saying. 

Q But it is sort of odd. Donlt you admit that the 
?resident is going to Europe, but you don't know where the 
meeting is going to be? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: No, he is going to France. 

Q You don It know whether he is going to stop any'~ 
place else on the way home, and you can It really say what it i=i 
they hope to accomplish? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: I don't think it is odd that he ha~ 
been invited to come to France and that the French President 
has a~sured him and his colleagues that they will make very 
suitabl~ arrangements, and I am sure there will be contact. 

Q Was that story not just thrown together in a 
hurry? Is it something that was contemplated? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: No, it has not been thrown tOg''.2:::hm: 
in a hurry. Let me just give you some background, but on t~e 
record. 

After the discussion in Helsinki of the four, which 
really gave impetus to this project, each head -- which iE. -:':c 
say, the French, the German, the British and the American.hsad 
of state or government -- designated a representative to 
pursue the idea of the summit further. That was carried on 
quite intensively and, in our case, by Mr. George Shultz. I~ 
the French case by a now private gentleman named Barre and 
several others. 

And that took several weeks to do until this meeting 
in New York, and which I happen to have joined Mr. Shultz on 
our side and some other people appeared also, and the Japanese 
and the Italians participated. 

So this has been in preparation for some time, and 
there is nothing hurried about it, but the precise arrangemenc, 
I am sure the French President has in mind where he wants to 
do this, and I am sure there will be contacts now very 
quickly that since the thing has been announced, and there will 
be an announcement, I am quite certain in, you know, the very 
near future where this is going to be. I cannot tell yen no..r 
what the press arrangements are going to be. 
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Q We understood that the u.s. was less 
enthusiastic about it. 

MR. SONNENFELDT: No, I think that iG not the 
case. I think we are satisfied, and I think I can say that the 
President welcomes this and particularly in the manner in which 
this has now emerged in an informal fashion and as a broad 
ranging discussion of the whole series of issues and problems 
in the economic realm. 

Q Mr. Sonnenfeldt, have you discussed this at any 
length with any Members of Congress? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: I have not. I think there have 
been some informal discussions of this, but I honestly can't 
answer that question from my standpoint. I am sure they will. 

Let me say also, I seem to be volunteering so much, 
that now that this is agreed in the public domain, there will 
be very intensive preparations in our Government which will 
probably occur under the direction of Bill Seidman and his 
economic interagency machinery, and I would expect that in the 
course of that, there will be the kind of consultation you are 
talking about. 

Q Will you take any Congressional advisers along 
and will you take any advisers from the private sector? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: That I am not in a position to tell 
you. I think the President will have to decide, but you have 
to bear in mind that there is an understanding that the meeting 
itself will be attended only by the small group that I have 
mentioned in order to keep the crowds down and really permit 
a full discussion. 

Q Would it be wrong to suggest that there is 
an air of crisis about this meeting? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: No, sir, there is an air of -

Q would it not be wrong? 

o You mean it would be wrong to suggest that? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: Don't give me double negatives. At 
the State Department I can handle those, not here. 

There is not an air of crisis about it. There is, 
I think, an air of satisfaction that this is occurring and that 
political leaders,. in these major·countriea.here, of the 
industrialized democratic world are going to get together and 
talk to each other and look to the future. 

Q What does the Soviet Union think about it? 

~10RE 



-- - -
- 7 

MR. SONNENFELDT: I have not the faintest idea. 

Q Would it be wrong to sey the French, in the 
preparatory stages, had put the emphasis on the monetary 
aspect of this meeting of the Americans on the economic issues? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: No, not in the preparatory phases 
that I have any connection with, and I would say really not since 
Helsinki. There was, of course, an original Giscard proposal 
which concentrated on the monetary side, but I think since 
Helsinki, it has been broadened in the manner I described. 

MR. NESSEN: You will be available to answer more 
questions on this? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: I hope not. You are all leaving, 
aren't you? 

Q Is the President going anywhere else? 

MR. NESSEN: We have nothing to announce. 

There is no filing right now until we finish the 
briefing. 

MR. SONNENFELDT: I might just tell you this 
announcement is coming out simultaneously everyplace in the six 
capitals involved. It should be on the wires. 

Q Coming out? 


MR. SONNENFELDT: The embargo was 11:00. 


Q Does the President's security play any part 

in the decision to look for a place on the chateau or hilltop 
or anything? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: No. 

Q Is George Shultz's role over? 

MR. SONNENFELDT: No, I think he expects to continue 
as the President may ask him to participate in the preparatory 
work. 

Q Ron, if we are a half hour past the embargo, 
I wonder if we could not file? 

MR. NESSEN: I have got a fair amount of other stuff 
here, Allen. 

Shall we take five minutes to file, or do you need 
more than flve minutes? 

Q Ten. 

MR. NESSEN: Why don't we let the wires go and just 
go on with the briefing because they are double covered here. 
Now, do the networks want to file? 

Q No. 

MR. NESSEN: Let's go ahead with the briefing with only 
the wires filing. 

END "(At 11:28 A.M. EDT) 
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