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OCTOBER 2, 1975 


Office of the White Hous e Pre s s Sec retary 

NOTICE TO THE PR ESS 

The official state visit of the Emperor and Empress began with their 
arrival at 10:30 a. m. this morning at the White House. This is the 
first official visit to the United States by a reigning Japanese Emperor. 
It is an historic occasion symbolizing the close ties between the 
United States and Japan. 

After the arrival ceremony, the Emperor and Empress and the 
President and Mrs. Ford retired to the Red Room for tea and an 
informal convers ation. Fpllowing the tea, the President and Mrs. Ford 
showed the Emperor and Empress the Rose Garden and the Oval Office. 
The Emperor and Empress then returned to their car for the drive to 
Blair House. 

The House and the Senate have passed concurrent resolutions welcoming 
the Emperor and Empres s and the President has signed a proclamation 
designating October 2-13 as Japan-United States Friendship Period. 

The official state dinner will be held tonight at 8:00 p. m. Portions of the 
banquet will be televis ed by. satellite direct to Japan. In light of the 
interest of the Royal Family in classicial piano, Van Cliburn has 
graciously agreed to provide the entertainment in the East Room following 
the dinner. 
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