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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

I have signed into law today S, 331, a bill which will return the annual
observance of Veterans Day from the fourth Monday in October to its original
date of November 11, beginning in 1978, This action supports the expressed
will of the overwhelming majority of our State Legislatures, all major
veterans service organizations and many individuals.

Under a 1aw enacted in 1968, the fourth Monday in October was designated for
the observance of Veterans Day. Since that law took effect, it has become
apparent that the commemeoration of this day on November 1l is a matter of
-historic and patriotic significance to a great number of our citizens. Itis a
practice deeply and firmly rooted in our customs and traditions. Americans
kave appreciated and wish to retain the historic significance of November 11
as the day set aside cach year by a grateful nation to remember and honor
those, living and dead, who fought to win and preserve our freedom,

I believe restoration of the observance of Veterans Day to November 11 will
help preserve in the hearts and lives of all Americans the spirit of patriotism,
the love of country and the willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common
gnod symbolized by this very special day.





