
Pool report ~ 1 - A ut le , '975 

Trip of the Pr si~e_t ro Vail, o. to I Colo" and then to 

Gr n Junction, Colo . 

.... ge .. s al t'.9 PI'€ s:"dent ' s trip frm Vail to i .sp ct the 
oil h ale facility at Rifle and t en on to Grand Jun tion e t according 
to the'-'m'itten sche ule and rithout untonard iucie ento T ere 1 S no press 
convera e of the President's conference dth olorado of ie' Is at th~ 
Gra.nd J tion airport f a depart re fro the announced routine. The 
..xp 'tion was that t,e roo as too s 11, and that it House press 
Secretary Ro aId 'eSSf!n t-lould sit in on the eeting a d report lat ro 

President Ford, hatl 55 a d attired in a dark bro m sport 
j cket and li ht brown plai' trousers, seemed in excelle t spirits throughout 
the morning, showed a lively interest during his inspection of the 
Paraho Oil Shale remonstration and vas about the only person . ho 
emerged frotl the experience - a hot anti dusty one - rithout looking 
9y.baustedo 

Hr. Ford left Vail by otor shortly after 8 a a!.o. drove to 
Avon a . took off in 'ne One about 8:)0 a.m. In h~s entour~ e we e 
Federal Ener6Y ' n strator Frank G, Zarb an' ~hair.man Alan Gr e span of 
th Council of Economic A viSB8S. aitinu for the Presi ent at Avon, 
tho p 01 was tol by Zarb that th United States consumes so e 1704 million 
barrels of oil a day a ,d produces 805 million. T:.e price o~ imported oll 
is no' $14 bar 1 including the $2 impart fe- . Uncontro Ie domestic 
oil fetches about $1)050 a barrel, Zarb sai ,a.1 the aVerage price ~or 
do. wstic oU comes do m to about $10010 I hen the cantrall d 5.25 oil is 
inclu ea. 

Against that statistical background, Zarb said that shale 
oil of ..hich the rulLion has mor~ than 1.8 trillion barrels in its reserV' S, 

neeos to cona do to '12 or $1) a barrel to be co ercially viable. In 
Zarb1s . dgment, shale oU is still about $5 a barrel a·ay from ~hat 
goal although others may diffaro 

The P si ent's chopper fiel'- ov r rug eo gr en mountains 
Hit. red an .,hite stone outcroppings. He fa ored g neral" y the line 
of i hway 70, along the Eagl e and Colorado river v 11eys to'ard Rifle 
:There the country was more arid - scrub dedar and sa«e brush, and mite 
cliffs s:br ke fit black. ·e landed on a paved second'lI1I road n r 
Rifle at 9:10 a .r.'. .. Th re1co ing group inclu d Henry Fforzhe imer, vi e 
pres~dent of Sohio Petroleum Co and Paraho progr director ; John B. Jones 
Jro , prosi 'ent of Paraho ~velo ~ent Corp . a d eve_oper of the Paraho 
process ; Se ~tor Gary Hart ( 0) of Color. 0; R:presentative Timothy 
lirth (Le .) of Color 0, a,. fon _r Deoocratic Representative rayne 

Aspinall, once chai n of the ..ouse Inter' or Committ € and a po. ar 
on Capitol HUl. 

(::nore) 
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ou 10 k greot, layne," the Presi ent sa_d to Aspinall. 
II __ layne and I were SHorn in in Congress th same;; ay ." 

The President got into 03. light <>ta+ion-uago type veh_ 1 
and began a long, dusty and at times fright ning ride up the mountainside 
on a gr vel road built by the federal overnmsnt in the ~ 19405. Clouds 
01 ust arose. It s at times nearly impossible to see the vehicle ahead o 
The grade was steep and the drops on the valley side er- precipitous 
En route the pool as advise that t e Paraho oevelopment las suppa_ted 
by 17 private companies each of rhich put u 500,000. The land is 
fed lly O\offied a d ras le'sed to the ~ roject by the U.S.. ur.eau of >_ nes. 
Par ho - accented on the ~st syllable - ras said to come from a 
Portuguese word meaning "for th good of L1a11kind" 0 It vas chosen because 
Brazil, l-h re }3ortuguese is spoken, had a role in the early aevelopment 
of the pooject .. 

At the ine shaft at the 8200-foot 1 vel o 3000 f et above 
the Colorado river valley, President Ford and his party were given hard 
hats, oxygen mask equipment for use in case of mine accidents, and 
safety glasses. The President received a white hat. ReportErs and 
photographers raceived red. lobody got blak Mr. Ford arrived at 
t.le mine about 9: 30 a .m. and was gui ed into a cavernous horizontal 
shaft in the mountainside . About 40 feet high , 1200 feet long, and 
45 feet dde 0 Jones eJo..-plai ed t' e mining process . The Presient ,ras 
told th oil shale being minded yields an avera e of about 28 gallons 
for each ton of shale, v r.r rich. At pr-sent, about 500 tons a day 
are being mined an about 200 barrels of oil ar6 beinb pro uced. At 
present t e project is small, Tith 91 employes of whom five, including 
t, 0 truck drivers , tv-ork at the mine. A official esti..m;;tted a full-scale 
plant pro ucing 100,000 barrels of oil aday 'vOULd cost one bil~ion dollars o 

Tne President was _ OEn t·o 50-ton dump trucks said to 
cost a quarter million dollars each. . In response to a que tion from 
t' e President as to the economic feasibility of the process , 
Pforzheimer said: II 1e think . t ,'auld be cormnercial at current world pr':"c s 
for crude oil, w i h is about $i:i: ~12 a barrel." On 1 aving , the President 
shook hands ,dth mine \orkers an chatted with them. "I think it's a gre t 
oper tion - it's a a-aeful dev.eeopment," he sairl ."We can't be vul arable to 
foreign oil supplier 0" One ::iner said he bad seen oil running out of 
thr. shale rock II Running out of the :mxxxkx rock," 1r. For said. "It 
mus be v X1 rich. He also had a discussion vdth a truck driver about 
the perils of the mount in road. 

President Ford was down th mountain at 10:25 a.m. 
an p~c eded to ililspect th facility's shale retort· here the shale 
is heated to 90 degrees . a rock crusher, a tank farm 't-mere the oil 
is star d, and a site wher the spent and ex.l1austed or "reto te shale 
is impacted and efforts ar made to revegetat ito. On :b:D: le"ving, 
t.e Presi ent expressed thanks for "a first class op ortunity to see an 
oil shale oper,-tion from one end to the other" A small crot-rd ap.lauded 
and . aved goo ~ bpe . II It's been highly Eiucational to me, II • Ford said. 

lill-4am K. ~ant 




