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THE WHITE HOUSE

JOINT STA TEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STA TES
OF AMERICA, GERALD R. FORD,
AND THE 1= 'lESIDENT OF THE SOCIALIST FEDERAL REPUBLIC
OF YUGOSLAVIA, MARSHAL JOSIP BROZ TITO
At the invitation of the President of theSocialist Federal Republic of YugoslaviClp
Josip Broz THo, the President of the United States of America, Gerald R.
Ford, and Mrs. Ford paid an official visit to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, on
August 3 and 4, 1975.
Continuing the established practice of regular contacts and consultations
between the presidents of the two countries, Presidents Tito and Ford held
cordial, open and constructive talks on a wide range of issues of mutual
interest. Taking part in the talks were, from the Yugoslav side, Dr.
Vladimir Bakaric, Vice President of the SFRY Presidency; Edvard Karelj,
Member of the SFRY Presidency; Dzemal Bijedic, President of the Federal
Executive Council; Milos Minic, Vice President of the Federal Executive
Council and Federal Secretary for Foreign Affairs; Dimce Belovski, mem.ber
of the Council of the Federation; Lazar Mojsov, Deputy Federal Secretary
for Foreign Affairs~ Toma Granfil, Yugoslav Ambassador to the United Sta.tp.s;
A leksandar Sokorac, Chief of C:~ binet of the Pres ident of the Republic;
Nikola Milicevic, Assistant Federal Secretary for Foreign Affairs: Aodjelko
Blazevic, Foreign Policy Adviser to the President of the Republic; Svet():r.~.:;:,
Starcevic, Director for the North American Department, Federal Secretarict
for Foreign Affairs;
From the United States side, Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State and the
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs; Laurence H. SHbel":r.nan,
United States Ambassador to Yugoslavia; Robert T. Hartmann, Counselo:t" to
the President; Ronald H.. Nessen, Press Secretary to the President; Lt.
General Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant to the President for Natior.a.l
Security Affairs; Richard B. Cheney, Deputy Assistant to the President:
Helmut Sonnenfeldt, Counselor, Department of State; Arthur Hartman,
Assistant Secretary for European Affairs, Department of State.
The President of the Federal Executive Council, Dzemal Bijedic, callod on
President Ford and conducted talks with him on matters concerning bilateral
cooperation.
Presidents Tito and Ford reiterated the particular importance which the
governments of Yugoslavia and the United States of America attach to the
maintenance of peace and stability by the peaceful settlement of disputes,
and by adherence to the princip.lea of independence, mutual respect and full
equality of sovereign states, regardless of differences or similarities ill their
social, political and economic systems, and in full accord with the spirit
and principles of the United Nations Charter.

MORE

-ZPresident Ford's visit provided an occasion for a thorough review of
bilateral relations which continue to develop successfully. President
Tito and President Ford confirmed that the principles contained in tIE
jOint statement, issued in Washington i~ October 1971, represent the
continuing basis for relations and coope!ration between Yugoslavia and the
United States of America. In conversations between President Ford and
President Tito further stimulus was given to these relations. The two
Presidents noted that additional progress has been achieved in cooperation
in the economic area and agreed that pos sl bilities exist for further
mutually beneficial development of trade, investment and other contem
porary forms of economic cooperation. Concrete ways to achieve expan
sion in this field were discus sed.
The two Presidents mceagain emphasized the significant contribution
of exchanges in the sphere of social and physical sciences, culture,
education, information, etc., to the deepening of mutual understanding
and respect and agreed to make efforts to further develOp such exchanges.
President Ford greeted the readiness of the Yugosla~ government to
contribute to the celebration of the ZOOth anniversary of the United States
of America through various cultural and artistic presentations.
The two Presidents emphasized the deep liistoric~1 and cultural
ties which exist between their countries, and especially the part which
Americans of Yugoslav origin have long played in strengthening the bonds
of friendship between their:new and former homelands and agreed that
these ties should be strengthened.
The two Presidents expressed their satisfaction over the recent conclusion
of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. They consider
that the consistent implementation of the provisions of the final act which
the signatory countries pledged themselves to fulfill, will contribute
significantly to the achievement of the Conference's important goals and
encourage further efforts to strengthen peace and security in Europe and
to improve political, economic and other relations among states and
peoples.
President Tito and President Ford emphasized that the interdependence of all
peoples and countries, developed and developing, is an essential factor in the
search for a just and effective economic development. Reviewing the urgent
problems facing mankind in the area of international economic relations,
they agreed on the need to increase their efforts to find equitable solutim::.B
on the basis of improved international cooperation and respect for the
interests of all.
The two Presidents reviewed a number of other important international
problems, including the situation in the Middle East, the Mediterranean,
Cyprus and the questions of disarmament.
President Tito particularly presented views on the importance of the policy
of nonaligntiient.'in.,.today' s world. He also emphasized the significance of
United States policies in international affairs. President Ford set forth
United State.s positions on various matters including the significance of the
Yugoslav policy of nonalignment in international affairs.
President Ford reaffirmed the steadfast interest of the United States and its
support for the independence, integrity, and nonaligned position of Yugoulavia.
The two Presidents on this occasion reaffirmed the importance of periodic
contacts and consultations at various levels in fields of mutual interest.
.
The prinCiples set forth in this joint statement are the fouudation '.>f United
States-Yugoslav relations. They constitute the firm basis ·:m whit;h the
friendly relations of the two countries will be conducted in the future.
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