
--

R I DIATE RELEASE Mailinq Address: 
I\ugus t 1975 Post Office Box 3755 

Seattle, Wa. 93124 

LIBBY NEWS RELEASE 

T'denty-five years ago Lib)y DcHn only exist2d on paper. That Has the year 

the ptoject Has authori zed by Conaress in the 1950 Flood Control Il,ct. 

Between 1950 and 1967, wh~n the construction contract was awarded for 

the main dam structure, plans and tgns were fon:rulat2d and negotiations 

\'lith the C;::nadi an GO'Jermr:ent Kent forwaI'd. By 1961 an a~jl~e2rilcnt had been 

re(:ched "Ii th Canada, and tlE~ Col Uf,cbi'C\ River Treaty \'las si ~med by PI~esi dent 

..L.' .t.. J.. f'" I-t.. C I' i , f' "1 .J,... t I ,,....Lne ma L.!_er or 'Llle anaCli an :;.lal"'e: aT omvns -cream War'02! eCLt" c: pO',ver laG no'.; 

bC2n ~9ttl ed. Negoti J ti ons were once more undertaken and an agrcerrlent i'IaS 

reached in -1964 ~'ri th an exch(~r.ge of documents by Presi den t Lyndon B. Johnson 

end Prine t'i'inistcr Lcst2r B. Pear'son, agreein~ to a c(}sh ptlyment to Canada. 

The SCdttle bistrict of the Corps of Engineers, builder of the dam. hired 

an architectural consultant to assist with the desipn of the damsite struc­

tUfC 2nd treatment of surroundinCj ar'eas. Fol1m'liW1 normal Goven1mental 

Prc cee! lwes, th e Co s('lc:c d Pau"l Tfriry, a S(',rttle u;"c:ri ct. Thiry's 

-i ,1:3 tnlcti orE '..Iel'e to prep:tre 2. b2.Si c concept t 1l;::t cOf,bined the beauty of 

th:-:: si ',!'j til c' ro)'C'-:fulness anel simplicity .)f the: dam. He fUfTtished 

(more) 
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tb2 Corrs a rc~ensive plan for the architectural treatment of the dam 

lities, and lan capina, FrolTl thi s, Corps 

bred fi )~:11 Pl2.ns . 

When construction of mal n dClin 'das bequn, vlOrk \'las already 'j n proqress 

on the 7-mile Flath 

beam for alin the tunnel was holed throuqh in June 1968. So accurat2 

\'Jas the beam, at the h:o bores V;2re only a fEM 'inches out of alinement 

\lhen they !Tl2t. The tunnel,includ"l'n~l the'Jenti'lirt'ion and connHm~cations 

systems, and the 60 miles of relocated Burlington Northern main line track, 

v/ere put into service in ilOV21;lQCr 1970. 

nd the dam, Y'oad sys tems h 'to 

revi sed. Hontana State H'j ~ir.wa:'l 37 \'las rer'outed a 1 on9 the eas tern shore 

H:;fore Lake Koocar,usa app 

rof m~\'l -I ake, vIi trl ror2st Deve1opm::':ilt roads Oil the \'j8St bank. Connect- ; 

i ng the hlo sys is the Lake KOOC2tnUSa B,'idgc, 34 mile:s abovs' the dam. ,I 
I 

in Montana. It was iCornp1 e i n 1 9 Ti) i tis th e 1 t and hi 
'! 
" 

t 

n2,med by the {"mer; C3.n Ins t-i of Stef:~l Cons tructi on th2 '!Pri 22 Sri dge for' ; 

~l 

197211 in the lOr1C:; span category. I
! 

l;other i!atun: controlled cons truction pro0ress on the proJC!ct. Hontana 

v;in'tt~}'S ell but c10s down activities, but contractors moved ahead at full 

sp duri nq til e 'dtln::E')' rwnths. In 1..1L:ne 19GB the fi rs t mass concrete pour 

The dam then grew upward in sections, or monolit as concr'ete 

\':us xed i:tt a nearby batch plant and hauled to the site aboard IIdin;(yll 

"( ns . 



out of 1nzrry .. When the 3.5 millionth 

cubi c er 25, 1971, then-President Richard Nixon 

\-la5 en hand eClse 1anya He 1pi ncl hi m d:.rmp the concrete 

V;-2re non 112 S2na I·lansfield and First Conoressional Representative 

RichiJrd Shoup. 

One of the outs ndi ng features of the dar:: structure is t:le Treaty Tower 

bf~S -I de the,'! s:Ji 1h/ay extendi i1g 57 feet abov:: the top of the darn. -Currently 

bei 119 ins ta 11 on the llpS 

commemorati Wl the Uni ted Sta -Canada Tre 3. TIle Vermont pranite relief 

art piece \'las cCilceived by Endno, California sculptor f\lbert \'!cin. He 

' ...\las cornf!1issi oned to execute PUs oesign after ~':illning the CorDS t 1 nt...erna-
I 

tional sCillpture design cOrJpetit-ion in 1972. I 
i 
I 
" 

The pO;tf2thouse) 1 as t phase of the dum to Le bu nt, 'is a'lmos t com~1 e Til:: 

DEdnq installed. 

1. 
I 
,The first generator will ,'.
L 

r, . 
-at the dam, culminating 31 of propos 15, studies, investi0ation~~ ne­

gotiations, and construction activities. 
i 
f 

The: for;':al ceremony has been set for Sunde,Y, ,i\ugust 24; a:t 1:00 p.m. \'lith 
~ : 

pre-ceremony en rtainment beginning at 10: Visitors can take self­

gui Oed tours of dam, powerhouse) trc and visitors center. 

RAD Band from Colorado Spr~ Colorado, will join local 

n 12n Gusical 0roups in presentin~ elt~ i m::~nt. n r':cI nti rc; of , , 

: I,110S iJ.e d the role of :~:-:.s of Cerer:-uni es . 



DEfrES, RELOCATIONS) AND i,1A,10R CONTR.n.CTOi~S 

L1 OfJ,H, 1aca ted on the Kootena i ,Ri vel' ill the northvlestern corner' of 
Montana, is 17 miles upstream of Libby, Montana and 219 river miles 
upstream from the confluence of the ~ootenai and Columbia Rivers. This 
$470,000,000 proj provides local flood control in Montana and Idaho t 

Y'2giona1 nood contro'i on tile entitc (edia }~'iVC'i" 'in conjunt-ion \·rith 
th2 Canac1i ali Trea ty Dams> hydroe12ctri c po\'~er generat; on and recreat; on. 
Constructi on of the dam has been camp1eted, v/ith mi nor fi n1 slri n9 \'/Or:< 
progressing on schedule. Approximately 3,700,000 cubic yards of con­
cfete were us in the contruction of the dam. 

It'jp:JRTf\!n DATES 

Cor:stn:cti an of Daill began {\pr-i 1 1967 
Om;-rninionth cubic YCll'd of concrete 

placed 25. July 1969 
Flathead Tunnel Completio~ 1 
Burlington Northern traffic switched 

tu new relocated line 
1 November 19/0 

Lake Koocanusa Bridge completod 
September 1971 

f'lonl,Dna St,:, te Hi giMay 37 tnlffi c 
tr~porarily detoured over new 
Forest Development Road and La 
Koocanusa B dge 6 Nove~ber 1971 

Initial pool raise started 
21 t·ldrch 'j 972 

The r!;1i1l Has comp1eted 
D2Cej!1l)[~i' 19}2 

Full operation dam, 
D,i! CanGuian Treaty, 

.June '1973 

in 

as requi 
sch uled 

First on line 24 Aug~st 
dication 

RELOCf':.TIONS 

Roads: 113 miles 
l'lontani) Sti::te fj-ig!l'do.y - 52 nne'=, 
Forest Development Roa - 50 Miles 
f;lis lanc(1u5 County Dnd Other 

-RoClos .. 16 hi 1cs 
Railroads - 8urlington Northern 

60 ~iles (includes 7-miles 
F1 a Tunne'l ) 

W\JOR Cmrm!\CTORS 

ZOOK BROTHERS CmHRf\CTING COi'1Pf\NY 
Great Falls, Montana 
Forest Development Unit 1 and 
. Barron Creek Detour 

E. F. t{\TELlCH COrISTRUCTION CCJ>:'J{\i:Y 

Kalispell, Montana , 

United S tes FOi'f'st Se}~V'iC2 l1c:n19f::l' 


and k Center Canoe Gulch 
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F 1 FTlI \·:EST, rr:c. 
Se.:;.t;12, \';,Jshi ton 
Resident Engin0er and Visitor :r 

Center 

LI ;' D;~;'l GUILDERS 
L:)i:;·~'> IGaho 
Libby Dci';] and i':ontana State High\liay 

37, Unit 3!, 

KING-PP,OU\ & I\SSOCIATES, INC. 

Kalispell, Montana 

Great NOf~thern f\c -il road - Stryke1' 


to Sw&mp Creek 

BREZINA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Aircraft Landing Field 

BEfIVER STATE CONTRACTORS, INC. 
Eugene, Ol'egon 
Great Northern Railroad Creek 

to Little Wolf Creek 

MURPHY BROTHERS, INC. 
Spokane, Washington 
Forest Development Unit 4A and 

4B 

PETER ~IEWIT SONS 1 COMPANY 
Vancouver, Washington 
r<:mtana Stelte Hi9hvJay 37, 

Unit 3B(1) 
Left {iDutrnent I nstrumenta t, on' 

KE!\HNEY BROTHERS, INC& 
T"tS)iJrd, Oi'egon 
Rexford Water Supply Line 

!u\LVORSO;~ - r'l!\SOi'~ CQ;lSTRUCTI ON 
Portland, Orego~ 
Pm',,=rhcuse 

GFO::CE i\. GRf,fn 
Picil"1i'!nd, ~'I(lsilington 
Selectice ~'iithGrm'lal II 

I 
R. A. HEINTZ CQ;lSTRUCrrOtI CfJi:1PANY ..I ,Portland, Oregon" 
Reservoir Bridge and Approach 

Roads 
Montana State Highway 37, 

Unit 1 and Unit 38-2 
Great Northern Railroad Ariana 
" Creek to Jenni ngs 

SLATE - HALL (Joint Venture) 
Por'tland, Oregon 
Great Northern Railroad - Little 

\·.)c:tf to P,r'iana 

r·1OTTNER, t·1cCUTCHEfI & OSBERG CONSTRUCT] OiJ 
COMPANY -- Woodinville, Washington 

Tunnel Ventilation Swamp Creek ­
Rock Creek 

MORGAN &OSWOOD CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
Great Falls, Montana 
Libby Jun-jar High School & t~usic 

Room Addition to Asa Wood Junior 

High Schoo"1 


f'lacGREGOR TR1 AHGLE CO:v1P N1Y 
Boise, Idaho 
Forest Development Road, Unit 2 and 

Unit 3 

ftlORRISON-KNUDSON COr·~iPf\NY!1 Ir~C~ 
Boise, Idaho 
Track Laying and Conimun"icat-ions 

Systcrn 

STEi'!J\RT - ER I C I~Sm! 
Seattle, Washington 
Montana State Highway, Unit 3C-D 
Rock But.tress at Left Abutment 

HALVORSON - BC"RG 
Spokane, Washington" 
Vi s i tors f1,CCori:;nodiJti ons 

PACIFIC VENTURES, INC. 
Bellevue, Washington 
Slcctivc With~rawal III 

2 



1,IB3Y D:\.'1 AX0 RESER.VOIR 

Libby Da:n is a h;:droelecrric po~;cr insto.l tion at river nUe 219 on the: 
Kooten<li Ri<',~x:, l':O~ltti:la) authorized ':JY the Flood CDntxol Act o£ 17 }L1Y 1950 .. 
Constructio~ was initia:ed in 1955. It co~s ts of a cqncrcte gravity 
and pm,erhous e Hh ic11 e-;:c loses t:-te four inc:,")cLC- t ypc, ;~),'a.nc;i$ tud;j_n[~s 

l)~~er generation facilities. Substructure is provided for four additional 
units.. " 

•.GEl\ERA.L--- ­
'. 

Kooten.ai Riv::!r', Mont<{na and 
. :Rritish Coiu.."bia 

State~ Provinco:; l'~ontana and British Colu.,.\bi.,1; 

219 


Flood peak~ historical (1894) 130,000 

F100d 
(Libby) 1:%1,000 cf:.::;: 

D.ischarge, rninimur;1 recorded (1930) 

(Libby) 895 cfs 


~ ~ 

k-J0T:.2.ge annual f1'o'", (Libhy) 

Spillway design flood 206,000 cfs 

.. 

, .' 
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LIBBY Ai,') RE RVOIR._-----­

Years ia operation 

e:lev.::.tions 

Reservoir gross cap.:u::ity (El. 2AS9) 

Joint use storage for flood co~trol &. 
pOI,fcr 

!'()w~rhead and i:n.cidexl.t~d recrc7'.t;:Lo~ 
(El 2287) 

}iiniu:u:-:l pool elCY~ 

.A-x,:ea nor:r.,;'l.l full pool on 2lt59) 

Type Qf dam 

E :Levatiu:i1 of top of da::n 

Lr~ngth: 

foundation to 

Vo concrete 

Sni. lI\1,:\,
____4<~ 
~ 
 .~.(o_ 


El~vation - to? or 

! 
f 
1 
i 
f 
! . 

(under construction) 

1972 Flood Control 

1975 Power (estimated first unit)

1977 Completion (estimated) 

li:D 7 SOD C.cres 

90 niles 

22[l- n:Ues 

Concrete gravity, gate 
'controlled 

t, lI'.5 1 

370 feet: 

Gated ogee, concrctc~ 
ec­
{:;" 



'. 
.' 

Snf~ll\-l.:1't ....~."I"".,-----~ 
-' ­

Control sates} type 

Control gates, size 

Sluice Gat~g (four) 
'. 

Emergency Sluice Gates (l) 

Type 

L8ngth 

Hiclth 

Apron elevation-

End sill 

Training Fall top elev. 

T,1.ih,rates::- for project flood 

'i'ail-..l:,te;:- for spillway design flood 

Number of units 

..­
Ileigl1t 

D.::ck elevation 

3 


Taint;:er. 

2[;07 fee t, ms 1 


10 x 19.5 gates 


Vertical 1 ift.~ 


tractor 12 x 18 

Hydraulic jump uith slo?ing 
end sill) \,;-ithout:. bafflCi:s 

170 feet: 
'. 

l?O'·feet-·· ­

None 

2128 

El. 2138 

[) 

50~ fe.et 

It2.0 feet: 

?O?;: (tractor type)plus on;:: 
en:e.rzt?i1cy . 



l\:~nsto e:: of Four concrete. stO? 1033 
(£utu"!:"e units) 
Four - initialli 
Eight - ultL~atcly 

Pei1S toC~(" 20 feet: (1 ic..r:::~ter 
'" 

PO';lf!rholts e 
----.~--

Length 576",5 fee:: 

Four -. init:ial1y. 
Eight - ultL'tlately 

.' 
Francis 

165,OODhp @ 300 it 
. ratec head 

123~ 6. l:prn 

Fou::,~ initially 
f; ight: ultiwa.::ely·· 

l~20~ 000 kw - initially 
tV~(l;) 000 bJ - u~ti:nate.ly 

'.. "triA 

; 

..;. 56 

.- . 

<.--.,., 
'I 
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.~, ~::} ~ COL If\. RIVER TRU.TY 

The Col umbi aR i ver Treaty beti'leen the Uni ted States a nd Canada concerns 
internJtior 1 cooperation in water resource development of the Columbia 
River Basin. It \'WS signed on .January 17,1961 rat:ifi!.::d b,Y Congrt:3,s 
"in April 1961> and fonlally accepted by Canada and the Urdted States on 
September 16, 1964. 

Terms of 2 treaty called for Canada to build Duncan. Hugh Keenleyside 
(formerly Arrow), and Mica Dams, and gave the ited States the 
O[H10n of building Ubby Dam. J.\Hhuuqh terms of the treaty ill rege. 

L ;bl:;y Dam \"/ere not obl ig(}to'r'Y to the United States, the treaty Y'e-, 

quir'ed t if this country decided to bund, constr'uction \\'ould have 
to start \Ii thi n f-i ve years of the effecti ve da of the treaty, aile! 
full operational storage would have to be provided within seven years 
of construction start. 

-012 United S tes took up the Libby D:qn opt'ion and bcgan constr'uct-ion 
on IJU;1~ 30,1 Full opel'tlticTEd stora~;e Libby Dam-La I(oocanusa 
\'ldS dvailt1blc Jun,? 30, 1973. thel~eby meetin9 treaty requh-cments. 

I\t tk' time of tn:aty ratification, an advance payment of $273.3 million 
went to Canad~ for the additional power that would he generated downstream 
power pl~nts over a 3D-year iod as a result of Canadian storage. 
Storage <It Canodicilr dams ~'/as availi.lble as. follo':!s: 

Duncan Dam and Lake - July 31, 1 , 
Hugh Keen 1 i de Dam and JirrO'.'! kes - October 10, 1968; and 
Hi ((1 ll,lrn and iici'laughton Lake - i<arch 30) 1973. 

In tldc!ition to this advance payment I' dm'tns p()!.':el~, the United Sti:l 
agreed to pay a tQl of $64.4 million for the role the three Can~dian 
trC'Jty \'Iould pl in pn:venting d(}riE~~rin9 floods in ~'!ashington and 
Orc(jorl. These nts 1,'/2;8 made in s ges as each of the dams became 
op~)r(lli on'11 . 



FLOODING AND LIBBY DAM 


Th2 Kootena-j is the th-ird largest tributary of the Columbia RivE!r and 
accounted for 1" of the runoff -in ·)r rloods_ ~in9 floods 
oeelD'red on an average of once ever"y two years on UH~ Kootenai Hiver 
dOl'ins froiT! Libby Dam, principally affecting Troy) t~ontana; Bonners 
Ferry, 1 ho; 2nd 34,000 acres of 1eveeo a cultu!'Ci.l land in the 
Kcot2nai Flats extending from Bonners Ferry, Idaho, dm'lnstrearn to the 
U.S.-C(;nadian ruf':Y'. 

FloDded land in the U.S. portion of the Kootenai amounted to 
32,080 acres in 1 ,4800 acres in 1950, 6600 acr~s in 1954, 17,000 
acres in 1956 and 7000 acres in 1961. During the last 27 years, floods 
in this area caused million in dnmages. 

2-.::t.~' 

The two near-record spring runoffs -- 1972 and 1 4 -- were held in 
check cy Libby Dam. Flood ges pre:v nted by Li Darn ar::oun d 
to {~bout $28 [rinion in 197cj. and OVf::r" $12 for 1972. 

Without Lihby Dam. the downstream water levels in 1974 would have exc ed 
disastrous floods of May 1948 and May 1961, and would probably have 

CJUS l2vce ilures and flooding in the Bormei's Feny, IcJailo area. The 
Co of Engireers used the D(;m to hold the river levels down about 22 
feeet, on the Bonners Ferry river gc:ugc~. \-lith no regulation the river \·:ould 
hav2 risen to 38 t, seven above or flood level. Similarly. 
~·.'ithout the cl~,m. the river' sttlge near the tOI;lr. of Libby ...Iould have risen 

near 20 et instead of the seven feet observed. 

, , 
I ,I 




