Digitized from Box 12 of the White House Press Releases at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

-

JUNE 13, 1975

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE \'IHITE HOUSE
REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT THE
SWEARING-IN CEREMONY FOR
STANLEY HATHA\-lAY AS
SECRETARY OF INTERIOR
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
11:10 A.M.

EDT

Thank you very much, Kent, distinguished Members
of the Congress and of the Cabinet, members of the Department
of Interior, family, ladies and gentlemen:
It is a great thrill and a wonderful privilege
for me to be here and to participate in the swearing-in of
Stanley Hathaway, as Secretary of the Interior.
Stan's swearing-in will be another important piece
in the putting together of a first-class Cabinet of men and
women who will be extremely helpful to me and to the Congress
and to the country, in policy advi3.~_'lf; r·ef~pon;d.bili ties, in
working with the Congress, in makin~ this country a better
place for all of us to live. He is another important ingredient
in a team that we are going to have for the betterment of all
of us.
Stan comes to this new responsibility after eight
years as an extremely able and effective Governor of the
great State of Wyoming. He was not only popular, but he
got things done, and his record will go down in the history
of the State of t-lyoming as an outstanding one.
He \>las a good administrator, and he had a great
desire and an effective one to do what was right for his
people in that State. He brings to this position, as
Secretary of Interior, the skills that he developed in eight
years as Governor of that State, and he brings with it the
same desire to do a first-class job as Secretary of Interior.
And I believe that the Department and the country will be
the beneficiaries.
Governor Hathaway has assured me that, as Secretary
of the Interior, he has the highest possible commitment to
a balanced program for the preservation of our environmental
heritage. He brings, also, the wise management of our
natural resources, and he brings with his swearing-in a
dedication to support our national energy goals.
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I have assured the Governor that, whether it is
in the field of environment, administrative management or
our energy goals, I will give him total support.
During my lifetime, I have been privileged, both
as a public official and before, to travel the length and
the breadth of our country, and a good many years ago, Stan
was a 90-day wonder as a Ranger in the National Park Service.
And I served in Yellowstone at the Canyon Station, and I
learned, there, for the first time, the tremendous beauty
that you have in your State and that our country has in
one of our great natural heritages.
I assure you, as you have assured me, that we are
going to work together for the preservation of these amazing
natural resources that we have. It is really a part of the
majesty of America.
We never want to lose that dedication
to it. We never will.
I can assure all of you here, as I would assure
our fellow Americans, that, in Stanley Hathaway, we have
a man, as Secretary of Interior, who will do the job for
all of us, and, now, it is my privilege to ask Justice
Rehnquist to perform the function of swearing-in our new
Secretary of Interior, Governor Stan Hathaway.
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