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April 12, 1373
Dear Mr,,Speaker: (Identical copy to President of Senate)
As vou and other members of Congress ware advissd,
in view of circt ﬂstances in Caxbodia, tha Unitad
States had certain contingency plans ©o utilize
United States Armed Forces to assure thz safe
evacuation of U. S. Nationals from that country.
On rriday, 11 An*il 1975, tha Xnmer Communists
forces had ruptured Government of the Khrer
Republic (GXR) dmxe nsive linss to the north,; north-
west and east of Phnom Penh and were within mortar
range of Pochentong Airfield and the outskirts of
Phnom Penh. 1In view of this deteriorating military
situation, and on the recomrendations of the
American Ambassador thers, I orderad U. $. militaxy
forces to proceed with the plznned evacuation ocut
of consideration for the saifety of U. S5. citizens.
In accordance with my desire that tha Congress be
fully informed on this matter, and taking nots of
Section 4 of the War Powers Rasolution {(P.L. 83-148),
I wish to report to you that ths first elements of
the U. S. forces entered Cambodian airspace at
8:34 P.M. EDT on 11 April. Military forces includ
350 ground combat troovs oif tha U. S. dMarinss, 36
helicopters, and supporting tactical z2ir and command
and control elements. The Marines were deplovad from -
helicopters to assure the skcurity of h=licopter
landing zone within thes city of Phnom Penn. The
first helicopter landed at approximately 10:00 P.M.
EDT 11 April 1975, and the last evacusss and ground
sacurity Zorce Marines departzd ths Cambodian: lanclpg
zons at apzroximately 12-20 A.M. on 12 Apxil 1375..
The last slements of the force to lsave received -
hostile recoilless rifle fira. Thare was no firing
by U. 8. forces at any time durinrg thaz oparation. -
No U. S. Armad Forces parsonna2l weare Xillied, woundad
or missing, and there were no casvaltiss among ths
American svacuess.
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Aithough thase forces wers sguipped for combat )
within the meaning of Ssction 4(a) (2) of Public

Law 93-148, their mission was to =ifeck the

evacuation of U. $. Nationals. Pfesent informa- -
tion indicates that 2 total of 82 U. S. citizens

wars avacuated and that the task force was alss

able to accommodate 35 third country nationals

and 159 Cambodians including employess of the
o = ! ,

- S. Government-
. d

The ooaratlon was ordered and cond’cted pursuant DA
to the President's Constitutional executive power
and authority as. Commandar~lp—Cn1er of U. 8. . |
Arﬂnd Forces. ‘

T am sure you -share w;th me my orvda in tbo Arm°dﬁ
. Forcss .of the United Statas and my thankfulness . -
~thau tho operatlon was conducnad WLthou 1nc1dant*

vSincerely;

(Signéd<cerald R. Ford)

lehﬁ Honorable -
The Speaker

- United States House of Reprgsentaiives
Washin gton, D C- 20515  * :






