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FRIENDSHIP AMBASSADORS, INC.
TEN WEST SIXTY SIXTH STREET, N'f:tN YORK, N.Y. 10023 (212)799-0625
IMMEDIATE

ROMANIAN PERFORMING ENSEMBLES TOUR AMERICA AS FRIENDSHIP AMBASSADORS
The largest number of Romanian performing artists ever to visit America will
conclude their twenty-five city goodwill tour on March 26th subsequent to
performances at the Kennedy Center, Museum of Natural History I and United Nations.
The performers are members of the Ciprian Porumbescu Choir and the
Crown of the Carpathians Folk Ensemble.
TO MEET PRESIDENT
The Romanian cultural delegations will be greeted by President Ford at the
White House on Monday, March 24 at 10:30 A.M. They will deliver a personal
message from President Nicolae Ceausescu of Romania to President Ford.
Harry Morgan, founder of Friendship Ambassadors, will introduce the
Romanians to President Ford. Mr. Morgan was the first American to be
awarded the "Order of Cultural Merit" from President Ceausescu for his
work in developing friendship and expanding cultural relations with Romania
NATIONWIDE TOUR
The visit to the White House follows a nationwide tour by the two Romanian
ensembles. Each group has pursued a different route subsequent to their
departure from New York City on March 5, a day designated "Friendship Ambassador
Day" by Mayor Beame.
'. !

The Porumbescu Choir conducted 'by Gheorghe Oprea were guests of honor at the
five thousand member A. C.D .A. (American Choral Directors Association) Convention
at St. Louis. The choir has received international recognition as the result of their
European tours. The Carpathian Folk Ensemble was awarded numerous prizes as the
winIlEt· of several international competitions.
FAMILIES HOST ROMANIANS
Over four hundred American families have hosted the two Romanian ensembles
during their separate 3000 mile tours. Concerts by the Romanians have been
presented without charge in each of the twenty-five communities where they
have been guests. The communities have ranged in size from cities stlch as

NC'N
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Vvashington and St. Louis to communities .as .smalL as Knox,Pennsylvanla,

1

Arkadelphia, Arkansas, ana Houston I Mississippi.
REASON FOR VISIT IS TO SAY THANK YOU TO AMERICANS
The reason the Romanians are here is to say thank you to the thousands of Americans
who have travelled to Romania as American Friendship Ambassadors. Nearly 150
pE'rforrning arts groups from forty States

have performed throughout Romania during

tlw past [e w years. Current estimates of the number of Romanians who have attended
American Friendship Ambassador programs run as high as two million.
MORGANS ACCOMPANY ROMANIANS
IVIr. and Mrs. Harry Morgan have accompanied the Romanians on their crosscountry
American tours.

Mr. Morgan is President of Friendship Ambassadors. Mrs. Morgan

serves as Executive Director.
ROMANIAN YOUTH LEADERS PRESENT
Twenty nine of the seventy five Romanian Friendship Ambassadors are youth leaders.
I;u9cne Florescu, Editor of Romania's largest youth daily, Josef Urs and loan Popa,
Vice Presidents of Romanian youth organizations, are also accompanying the Romanian
del egations.
ROMANIAN FRIENDSHIP AMBASSADORS GAIN BROAD EXPOSURE TO AMERICAN LIFE
Thc' Rmnanian Friends hip Ambassadors have experienced everything from trips to Governor's
m;lll:;iOl1S

to the preparation of hamburgers at a fast food chain. They have gone bowling

vj r;Hnd h c>spitals, examined factories
pi iint(}tion
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shopped at supermarkets

appeared on Radio and Television

I

I

I

toured a Southern

and sampled apple pie. While they will

ppearing at several of America s most renown cultural institutions
I

I

they will have

cxpcriencecl America at the grass roots people to people level.
PHILANTHROPIC, BUSINESS, AND EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE
Philanthropists including DeWitt Wallace of Readers Digest; corporations such as PepsiCo
Colgat e- Palmolive International, Continental Trailways I R. C.A. Victor International r
MacDonalds; cultural and educational agencies such as the Friends of the Kennedy Center
the Alliclllce For Arts Education, the

American Museum of Natural History r and the

/\murican Choral Directors Association have assisted the Friendship

Ambassadm:-~ur·~·-;

through provision of direct financial contributions or by provision of goods and services.
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FUTURE TIES
Future American cultural ties with Romania are expected to broaden as the result of the
Romanidn Friendship Ambassador visit to the Unit ed States and the growth of mutual
elings of friendship between Americans and Romanians. What has now become a
reciprocal program will again be in evidence this summer as numerous American
Friendship Ambassador groups visit Romania

FRIENDSHIP AMBASSADOR PROGRAM WIDESPREAD
The Friendship Ambassador program is widespread with concentration in Eastern Europe.
Over 6000 Americans have participated in the program and have travelled to Romania I
Poland

I

Czechoslavakia

I

and Yugoslavia as Friendship Ambassadors. Several other

countries have approached Friendship Ambassadors for inc1 lision in its activities.
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