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PRESS CONrERE1~Cr; NO. 9 

of the 

PRtSIDENT or 'rHE UNITED STATES 

11;05 A.H. EDT 
r<::bruD.!--'Y 2B, 19.7 5 
WE:c]nesday 

In the Gonvention Hall 
At the Di?lo.l!lat Hotel 
Hollywood, Florida 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Will you plea'se 
8it do~'D_ .. 

First, let me e~press my i1pprcciation 1:0 the 
people of Florida for their. hoapitc::.li ty.·· It has been 
a pleasure being here, and I look ioX""..tar-o. to the ):'"lest of 
the day_ 

Befol"'e answering que6'tions, I have a short 
prepared statement that I would like to make at the 
outBet. It ~eads as follows: ,. 

I'There have been reports in recant weeks of 
attem'pts. in 'the in-:=crnational hanXing communit"v' to 
discriminate agldnsi~ certaL~ institutions OP individuals 
on religious or ~thnic grounds. 

-.- 'ttrhere should be no doubt .about the po~ition" _>_. 
of ~his Administration and the United States. Such 
disc~imination is totally contrary TO th~'P~erican 
tradition and repugnant to &me~iean principlesl It has 
no place in the fl"ee practice of commerce as it lIas :flourishc~d 
loll this cc>uJ)try: 

~Foreign businessmen and investors are most 
welcome in the United States when they a.~ ~illing to 

.-.conform to the principles of oUt" society. However, any 
.. allegations of discrimination will be fuily investigated 

and appropriate action taken under the laws of the 
United States." 

Hr. JicDel'!3lott. 

QUESTlON: Hr. President, ~hat was behind Dr. 
XisBinger's recent ob$~rvation that nome day we might have 
to go in and dest~~y the oil wells of the Middle East? 
Do you ~~vi~ion such 0 poool~ility eve~ happening? 

MoRt: 
........~ •• ,. t ........__._II_._U_'.____·____ 
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TIIf: rru:SIDEHT: I do not' recollect the 
preciue ot,'ltement that is att-ributed to the Secreturv· 
I suspect you a~e peferring to the oft quoted statement 
about strangulation. 

I have answered that queotion, as has the 
Secretur)', on 8 number of occasions. To be repetitive 
at this point I think migh~ only increase cpeculation. 
The fl1cts are that there \~aG an answer to a very 
hypothetical que8ti~n of the lnost extreme circumatances, 
and both the Secret<:ry and I have indicated OUI' views 
on the Gubject. 

QUESTION: Thlmk you. }oW. President. 

QUESTION: Mr. President ~ is ''ihat you call our 
moral comzlitment ~D arm South Vic~nam er.d C,~ocia open
endecl, and what ClI"e you doing cpecificall.y to bl"'ing -the 
wa!":!'ing parti~s to the peaoe table? .. 

THE PPJ::s:n::ti't"T: The conu::imerrt t l1':lt we have to 
the 'South Vietnam~!H~ and the c01nllJ:iment 'that h'e 11c.lve to 
Sc.mfc extent in e:pn~0d:til is one that we, as t.~ ..e United 
Sta~eEs, agreea-c""C- ...... he -Pari6 Peaoe accoPds, that \-)e would 
withdI"oYl our forceB and that hopefully pe.ace would be 
established in Indochina. 

Part of OUI' committnent \-las that we would, in 
the process or as the resu~t of the wiLhdrawel of our 
own milit~y perso~nel) we would continue to ~upply

"
arms on a r--eplaCefill'!'tlt basis, and that" cornmi "tmsnt" W..'lS 

pr~dicated on the willingness of the South Vietn~ese 
to fight aggPe5sion from North Vietnam. 

" The South Vietnamese are fighting, are trying 
to protect their country, and a-e seeking to defend their 
country :£'rom invB..sicm. It see!tls to: Ole th.at as we look back 
at our participation in the Paris accords,. and "t"he 
promises that \4ere made, as long as they wel"e willing to 
"fight against aggression and invasion, t.hat we had an 
obligation to help them with military equi~ent on 

"""a replacement basis. ' , 
- - .. .. .. '.. ,. ... ._-_ ...-_. .--- ... .-. .- , ' 

":"" ----"' """- -"-" "-,:"The situa'tion there is one that" r lam willing to 
negotiate with the Congress. I indicateq that if the 
Congress would join ~ith me, we would make a firm and 
final decision on 8 three-year basis ~o permit South 
Vietnam to get over the current crieis that' they face • 

.' 

I think that would be a r~~son~ble solution. 
I am told that the South Vietname~e in a three-year 
period. with our mil~tary and econo~ic aid, would be 
able to handle the situation. 

' . ~ 

',I (. 
HORE 
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QUESTI01f: What iJ.bout Cl!mbodia7 

THE PR£SIDEN'r: C,l]ubodill, the problem there io 
extr>emely er.1. ticill. Unlebs there irl additional U.. S. mil itary 
aid, as I have r'ecommended, the Cambodians will run out of 
anununi t .i.on in Li r'e lut ive ly uhort period of time. I think 
that 'that would be most unfortunute because if they are ab)..e 
bet\veen now ~'nd the end of the dry season -- to maintain their 
national integrity -- the present: gov~rnment -- ther-e is a 
possibility of negotibtiona that might end the \olar in Cambodia. 

Qll'LSTION: Hr. Presid~nt with j'efe~ence to your 
.' . ~ 	 enel"gy-economic prog!,aJ:rI.~· C(mgl'ess ~~ ~;oi,rtg off·:-i·n .,one,. . d~rec1: ion·.· 

You }"·ave suggested (,;'1other dil"'ectiDn. Yc.u have i.t.loo suggested 
that. you are willins. to compromise. 1 \...cnder if ye,\.! micht 
specify soma of thci>I1- are-an of compp"omise'i 

THE' !'·s.r:SI j\~H,{,: TheI-e wss a Sil.i:;le- P)..~lli proposed 
by the ma:lol"'ity pi1:l:'tY in the Congr'e!;s. It i!; rt Gll.ght ei";aggeI'at1 OT! 1 

but there are many,. :"lfiny pl <:;Ji8 that have bee~ diecu8sed by the 
rnajol"'ity p~:("ty. I cc:n thirtk of three in particular·, the plan 
that is proposed hy Senator Pastore) "the P).6Jl that ie proposed 
by Congreasmal"i tl iJfl w!"'ight of Texas and the pla..'1 that ha~ been 
proposed by Chairman Al Ull.m5.n of the House Committee on Hays 
and Beans. 

And ! unoE3 r6ta.·..\() ther'e are many rnor(~. hlhat we need 
is a plan that the f-e.Jrtocrats can agree on t if ~hey -:'an, and 
then we can sit down and, hopefully, negotiate:. I illn ...zilling 
to cooperate, but we have to neve 2orn~t.hing to cooperate Hith,. 
and so far, they have not come up with any"thing Hhe::-e they are 
in agreemenTj s6 until they GO, we are going to pur-sue our plGn, 
which 1 think is fair and equitable i'.nd a solui: ion to the ener-gy 
probleln • 

. ,. 
QUESTION: P.re you saying) a single packBge pla.."l from 

'the Democrats before you will negotiate? 

. THI; PRESID£H1', ! think that is a fBi):" statement) dJ1d 

.. 
'•. :.! • 

I think l .t is u fair proposition. We have to sit around Ci tl!ble 
\oii th. a group or somebody.) .:.~R~~e ;;trh~y.q;-a.y ~ .}'Jie·r-e'-:i-s ·.your ;.phsn .... ::--"i.~, . ~. :-.! 

and here is my plan, II and then we Ciin try to integra-te thr:=:rt .. 
But until they have some consenSU6 ~n their cide, we are in 
the position where there is no 
a: look at. 

real viable! plan tOl'" us to te.k~ 

Now, 1 intend to keep the preaeure on. The pressure 
that I have \lsed in legal d.J'"IO ler.itiltlate ~oidyS has precipitated 
)hore response in the CongI'e~s than any titne in the last "t1'n~ee I 

yea.rs. We still. have some time, and Hhen I get bacK to J 
Washingtcm, if they hilVe tot it plan where they agree, then \oie 
can sit down fu~d negotiate. I 


~,,~_~w~_«__~«__«_-.___..,....:_~~~__-.--__._.____•____~~ 

....: ...\ . 
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QUESTION: Mr, President, some of the news' cy-ecutives_ 
who had breakfatiF' with you this morning ~port that: you till}~ed 
about Congreus not acting on an anti-recession tax cut until 
June. Are you really that pessiwistic about the outlook? 

THE PRLSIDENT: I ceY.>t'B.in~y hope that Congress act's 
before then, but I oubmitted my ~conolnic plan for the 
stimulation of our economy, 80 'ole could reduc~- unemployment) 
so we CQu.ld increase employment, in January -- I think it was 
January 15th of this year. 

And our proposal toias very ,simple and hopefully ,it 
• 	 ! ':" : ': would result in Congre-$!i'·lHrtihg;, 'V~r·JQuicl<l.y;~ ~.Tt· 'i'5;',·al1n@s·t~ fiv'e . -:. . 

weeks now~ and the House of RepreGentatives has not yet acted. 
I hope they act this week. Hearings probably will start in the 
Senate Committee on rinance next week, and then it has to go 
to the Senate. P~d then, if there are differences between 

.. ~.~. . theSena'te plan and the House plan, ,it will have to go to 
':" conference.. 	 That could conceivably take until June. ..:.-. ~~, 


- . . J" • ;.. . "" , r' . _ .": .' . . . . "' / . 1, 4 ·.!. '~ .. ~ . ""'?!:, " 

-.~ ,,", 

. .:" , ,:.,' . 
. ' _ 	 4 .:- ~.:.• . 	 • 

- : ..' " ':"»"':', 1 thln.k 'that is very ill-advised and extremely 
, ';/J .. serious. We had hoped that r,ongz~6a would act by the mjddle.. ~- ~: . ~ . 

of Marcil at the latent, and they could have, if they' h~a 'tilxen 
"' ..~ ,~: ' , , the ' simple specific ,tax reductions that ! recol1llllended.. ~. - -... 

':>' ,,'.> ,; <',;~,L, ·· " ' \ ,::,:.>~:~'~ ' ': ;,:" . ,:\:,.,:.; ~,'. , ,:<' ."< ' --. !: 

, ' - : ' ~ ':~.: fo. :', ' . " . Unfortunately, the pavliatnentary process has been 
. ;,.":' slowed dO'rm in the Congress, and the country hac beer. -the losero. 

.. We need a stimulant nCl'W t . and 1 hope. the Congresa \odll realize 
,:,;::::.. 'the urgency' o·f the need for action. And I tr'ust tf1at now that 
"j~: ;:, they have been reminded of theiI'l slowness, that they ,,.,ill 


-.:;/',.. eXJ>e~it~ the pNlcess. ,. '" ,'~ l~: . '.. , ~':y}~: '~ .> . .,' ,"<:. '.;~' : . ,:,.,, ~ _, .. ,~, - .. ;"' : ' 

~ -- ,~ .~ , .........' ',,~ ,:~t.-; ~ ~,:..; . .:":. ' .. '~ '. -~ . ~; . ': .:-. ~ \'~ '> -;.~ -".:.,".,," -' :~ .'.~ -: :.... :: ;....... '.'.:?: ,: !:~ " . .:: :":- .<.' ~ ;:.; ~ ':~'.:> ~~ ' ,'.~ ~;~ .::....:.:' . ~ .. -,' ,,:. 


~ ~:t, ; \~ ~~~; .. : QUE~"TION: Good morrning,. Mr. Preaidelrt. I am Dick 
-" ;§,'" " Powers, from the Fort Lauderoale ~,un ...Sent~~l.. <~:, ~.r:: - - ' :'.-) _' . :~ . 0:' ,: , ' 

, ~5{r ' '11;;~;C " ." ~~ :-~ek' ~ ~e;;:~ 'i~ S~~;-~ :'~l~~i:~~'~ : _Geor~':>~~:~ -,',.J ~- --

>.; t~-,. proposed 'the nationa1.ization as an Ult'ink'lte Golution of t)le 
:, : =.::;.:;:~: ' oil indust~}'. Rl!re"tofore, there h~ve been proposals from 
.:. ~,;/: ' Congress for the nationalization of. health insurance lmd for -, 

.: f.~~'---~ .' utilities and fol' the -raiJ..l'OaQs-.. ~ · Do ,you 'S4lft ~'t~8 propor.als.'~ ..•. ~., •.. 
":~;:~:,:·7 reluctance on the part-of tl1e J\.mai'licrM·~eo:ple-·to "'tough 'out our.; . 
: ' ~-;~7:- economic: woes and accelerate a drift , into socialism, sir·i'___ , . 
':c'.~:i~: ' , :,<},c'(;~~~ :" , ;: '~ ; , : ,~ -. I ' : ' ~,"-: '-: i ~'-' . ' . ~. . - -:; :(- ~... <.' ,- \~~~ ' :""'I ;'!.., " " ~:, ~, ~ : ;,';' '1:/,- ,.. .~, ,' : ', ':',;~: ' 
:!'~' ," ' 7 '~ :·'-ft~'.':· THI: PRESIDENT: I do no~t'hink the nationalization of'- ' - ~ 

- ";~":~~" sny iridustry in the United States is in our best' interest', no;[' 
:~;:,) do I , think a government monopoly in any industry is a good 
"'-~ .-- answer, without-being critical of individual employees of the 
.~\-. : ' Post'al Sel;'Vice. I think the Postal Service h-as-not been as good 

an answer as w~_~~uld like ~b the delive~' of mail. We are 
, trying to improve it, but :it does seem to me that there is a 

. ,. better answer to the energy proble~ that the nationalization 

'. of 	the oil industry. ~', ; _, .,. ~ :< ', . ,':' ~ ': ';'-{4' ; ": ': :'.; : ',.~ " ,..,~ts., ~ ,: .: ';',~:",: ..~: : ~ :'.' .. ~. 
I I 	 .• ~ ... 4 · . .... • " : .. ... - • . ~ : :::. H, ~'. ~ I 

We do have to etimulate production. . \;,e ' do have to~ 
through the windfall profits tax that I have proposed, keep 
pl'Ofits at a reasonable level. We do have to make I;ure 'that. 
we get away from foreign oil icports, but I honestly do not 

belie~~. .~.ation;tiization is t,~e, : l>~ ~:. " ,il~s~e:.~~: ,: ,;,:< "i ~. :::j ) ,:..: , , :;~ ;: , ", ..,"!~; 
.' ',' ,. . ...-', ..,'. MOhr. . ... J' ..~ .' - . , • •• ~ .... - • • ' • , - .. 

......' ~ . , .". '/ "' 4 ' I • . ! .. .. . " ,. 

., .I . , " '\ .. . l· . .. 

• t , ,I 
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QUESTION: Hr. President, on oil -- 'with 
your favoring of a minimum pric~ level and oil deregulation 

.' '" won't you be euar~~teeing to the oil companies a .. : 


revenue bonan~a that is baSf~d solely on the arbitrarily 

high price levels ~hat have been Get in the past year o~ 


so by ~he OPEC count~e67 


THE PR£SIDEHT: By energy program does not 

guarantee any specific- price except that \I/e have" been 

negotiating with-o~her consuming nations for what is a 

minim~ price or a Iloor price. 


A miBimum price at a ~easonable leve~i6 a way 
in which we can con:tinue to stimula:te domestic production 
of additional. oil, -addit:lontti natural ga~ ~ and other 

'.. energy sources ouch .as-, t;ollClr,-~seotherma.4,.:-:·et·"?-Cet~a.-. "~;r._'~. - -4~T·~; !':'l::'~:-L 

.' 
We are not guaranteeing oil companies any 


~articular pr-ice, ,and ,if ther·e is a windfall profit, 

then -the Congr·ees ha.s an obligation 'to enact my windfall 

profits tax so th8t there will not be inequitable 

benefits from the e)lergy crisis by the oil cornpa.·'des. 


..... .' . -

QUESTION: Bill Groves f~m Jacksonville. 
..'" ". 

Mr. President, is it true that either rationing 
or allocation would Vi: less inflationary 'than. the package' 
you have proposed" and would be less burdaJ1S0me on thoBe 
least able to pay? 

Tal'! PRESIDEJiT: I do rJot think that is the 

fundamental issue that is involved. RationL~g~ gasoline 

I'lltioning, for eX.alnl'le~ would be very inequitable, and 

it would not~Jprovide a..JlY stimulant fo'!" new sources of 

~nergy. either oil~ natural gas or any of the otryers. 


Allooation--import al~ocations I assume you 
are refen"ing to--according to the expeX"ts that have 
looked at it, that I have listened tOt tell me that would 
probably be more injurious to our economy than ~iY 
other- procedure that was used. You would have government 
officials making arbitl"ary decisions as to how much oil 
could owe to one industry Or' to another ~nd that would 
inevitably be discriminatory.).:r- !~.u. ,:, :·!-l·~~·n';'-j~.\" ' ..•: ..• , .-." ~ 

I happen to think that the prlce mechanism 

procedure which 1 have proposed is a ~ttel" plan 

because it gives flexibility to users to make those 

basic deoiBions. 


The plan that I rec~nmended has, according to 
th~ experts that we have ta.lked with ana 1 have listened 
to, a one-shot increase in coat. On the other hand, 
through the tax rebate program ~h8~ I have recommended~ 
the added energy cost to individuals, to busines6, to 
government~ would ba turned to those people who have had 
an added COBt'~ 

So, it would be fruitful as far as the UBers are 
ooncerned, and it would stimulate f'roduct ion, ,.,hich ie 
what wa really want. " , 

HOR& 
_ ......-............_ ......_ ..._ ..... 'r •• ~>~.......J.,1 • ....... I.~........*,.,.............. :I .................._,_ ________
...___~r' •• 

- .- . \ 
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QUESTIOH: Hr. President, now that unemployment 
has reached a very high point and it oeems l.i};ely ·to 
go even higher, is there anything that you can do as 
President to alleviate the oitucltion without going 
to Congress, and if there is ~ what ' io it and do you 
intend to do it and if ao,~hen? 

THE PP-ESIDEHT ; Humber one, we sub.mitied an 
economic plan to the Congreao, a "tax reduction proposal 
that would have returned to taxpayers or resulted in 
a ~duction in ta~eB of 8o~e $16.5 billion. That 
proposal is on the agenda of the Congr-es8. 

I wieh they would act more quickly,. and some 
of QUr problems might be alJ.eviated. Other tha."1 that) 
I think we have to Beek· I'to.~·I'e.fi.to~~ ,pubtic.~onfi<ienc.e.. . .;..~~ ........: ........, .. ~-'. ..: ... ;:;., . 

in the syntem and in the prospects' for ~conomic 
~::./ : " ,:revival. ' " " :.' - ; ', .. 

,.;" _ .. '• • " . ' .,,' : -. . ~; _ j ' .. . ... _ . ' :;. " ' ! " • 1': . , .... " . .. . 
~~ - . L:i':;- ;·'. ,' .' - ' ' . . . ~ . ~ ~: .: . ,- '-. ' ... . .... .:. ;-; ... . . ", . . . .. _ ~ _ . ,., ' 

;:~:'-/r-": .:, ::,' ,~ > " .There is 60me evidence that the. public; now 
~~:.~ , ' : . ' ·j)elie-ves,as most expects agree, that we ;','!"e 

::,'~.:-.:_:.~':'~~, ', ~(: ' >:"inbOttomingiout, ~o to speak,. and the pro~pe, cts for an 
. ' . ~se. 11 el!!ployment and a de,cr--ease :m unemployment' · 

.- -:. .. 

, . '. 
.1. 

, .: ... . 

. " ' .. ' . ' will~ COme 60metime in the t ,hird or four,th quartet' of 
. ~, . :.,:',..\,".;:,'-.';;',,-.:,.,:-, . , 1975 ., ;,' ... ., , - , ; ~::: . '::'- ,,,,, ,:, 

~ .. : : - - - -~ - ~ ~. :~: " , .'-i ~-" '. - "--'-: -:' : L . :•• ,;,,;:'. ,  ~ , · " 1•• '. ," ., ._ ... . J ' . . ..• ;;: - " 

'i.>,:,", , ::: , }:' : ';'! ~ ~ """'- '; : , ,~". ' d: : , .,. .' . " .-' . . ..;;,'.." . '. : ~ ,' , ; ,'\ , ..~. ; ' ", " " ;',',:::; "" . 
. .. :,;:, , " ,. :~; i . ,"QUESTION: iWhat you are saying then is the-re , 
:\,2:::.::-.:,;, ',,::;·d.8-,,: really nothing more that' you as PresioE:-nt can do. , . , :,'.;. 

·">::'::·" ·'5<' :~:(>-:;:;;::·'·:· ; ..:· .'; "'.:,:,.>:','.";"'." ,'. . :., ..-,~: : : ( \,," - -f ·,:',-:! -.1. ' - - , : .., ,~ ~:> '; .. >~. ~:': ": ::):' :\'; ' ";'::/"'-:" 
:~ ; ~: :;" ' · , " ·,: : ~;, :<: · ' .} · :" , ': 'I'HEPRESrDIaIT· . Ido not bel.iC!ve: so On the -, _" C" 'r:-
-: •.: . .~.._...:.... . '" _ . ••:,.l.. , ""':.',.,_ .. .. ' .. ,. ~ 11 . - .• • . : 

-~::,,; : ,:.:- . " , ~ other hal1d, if tiJere is anything,. instead of ino-:rea.rLi.ng 
' :i:'~> , '':.:,expenditures,. as some. have suggested, 1 w-ould fa.vor a . ~, _. " .: 
, ' .'.. ; ' - 'I ' : t J.ar>ger tax deCrease, but at the present moment I do .:~. ;:, ',., 

Jl) - ; n~~.ji7kf:~:::Y:~i;h:~:':l:;~;~~~~e:s' ~~~lr{~; ' : " ,~. .-. 
" ,- " -: sb":we' could find out ~bether that is enough stimulant:~ ~: '<' :-;'  .. 

-..:~~~ ·~~·:.·: .·~·..:· · : .~~ ::~ bUt .. other than that,. I kIl-OW' of no other proposal. " .; i. - ~' . ' 
--' .• • . : j -,,' ., '''' 

~~'~';,:.> :" .2:):,::/ ', / ::.'.",, ',':' :.~," " "c : ,,~, ~ '.:: ;):, ) , . , i" .... : ,_ . :.:-: ,; ;·t~/:' · : '; }:~';·· .~, -:~ ,;: ~::::':' .-" i>\:) ' .::: \;::·}.<, . ~ ' ', ..' 
: ~' ;:" ~ '- ' . !; '~::.:~~,;,:y: ~' .".:' ~ ': QUESTION'! Hr• . President, your Hispa.n:i.c ad"':i!;e:'.'~ , , 
:':;,~> ~. :" ;:-FCxYniUldo DcBllca, . told the: Hiami News yeaterdoy that you '->',. 
".~~ ':-,,:' >~ . ~. : " ,.:'~ h~ye never formally re-evalu;ltcd U. S ~ fOI"c.ign policy .toward 
:.~ ' ~'\':::'-', ',:·.:'. Cuba since y<>U became the Pt>e~ident. Are you in the pr'O~e~:H~ 
~.;., :':" '::.;.:..:-~...:.' ~....~9~~~.~~evil:luatinr, ~ 'the. . ~O\lerm.oc;;n"f.~'s~. p6si"tiriln ,= ~rr.nd·· do :ymv" .... ;...:.;, :~.<.~..:.~.'.:~ _...~~ 

'- , ~'. ' . ' -:' fo~cee any lifting of' economic and diplomatic £arJctioTls '-

,..::!:-,. ., · ~~,~~ro c~.a in ~~,~ . f.~.~.~~at, ~ .~~~~~~?~, ::., :;::·>~K'Y;:'~'~:~:""'·<' ::~ '.:.:~ ":. ~': ~;;':, : -' ~~~ : ';: ''':. : 
. .. ..':, ~~ - ~. .' .. THE PRESIDL'rfT: Very frequently in my daily 
- "';' , 'meetings with Secretary of State Kissinger we discuss 
:..~ : ?: ::: . ,' Latin American policy~' including our policy toward 

, . 
- • • f · 

.Cuba. The policy today is the- same as it has been ~ 
which is that if Cuba will re-evaluate and give us uome 

, ,· indication of a change of ita policy tc-.tard 'the United 
States. then W~ certainly would take another lOOK) but 

, thus far there is no oign of Mr~ Castro's change of 
heart, and 80 we think it iain our best inte~est to 

" continue the policieB that are in effect at. the pres{tnt 

, ..-~ ~ -' . 

.... -. 

" . 

' . 
• • - t . 
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QUI:snON: Hr. Prl!lJident, a numb~r of 

responsible American8, including Senator Hansfield? nave 

expressed 'crmce"t"n that we are selling lI'IOI"6 arms 'thnn 

evecr to more nations. We now oell to PakiGtan as well 


: as India~t to Arab count"riea as ~11 as Is:cael. 

What .in your credo in regard to arms sales? Is 

i'it influenced by the state of the economy, and what

!do you aay to those who say that such sales are immoral? 
. 
. ' TIlE PRESlDElIT: First, le't me' be vel'y,specific. 

, ThEl. sales of U. S. mili 'tary eQui):>nL~nt to any country is 

in~t'predicated on tryL,g to help the U.S. economy. We 

:do have a policy of nelling a~ 'to other nationa if 

't:ba.t coun'tr'Y fe.els. it has an internal security problem; 


and number two, i£ it i.s:-hece.s·sary· foX": on·e. ·or · I~'ti:o.f ~ ... -.:. ~~" ,:~J,' ~~ ...-.-. 
countries to main:ta..i.n their national iJJtegrity or- security. 

We believe that in many areas of the ~orld a 
proper> military bal,:nce is essential for' internal as 
wel.l as exte.rnal security or various counwies. And . 
where'othe~ nations~such as the Soviet Union, does sell 
'or give arms to one country ot" 8..'1other-,. if another' . 
country feels "that XOI' its own 8e-CUl"ity it needs additional 
military equip-Tilent and has the c.ash, then ~e feel that it . ' . .. is proper to ~e a sale from the United States to that 
country • 

.'. . QlJtSTION: Hr. President ~ South Florida. hSB a 

disproportionate nu.wer of eld.e:rly persons, th~uaands of 

poor and elderly who a...-e finding it bard to even have 

one hot meal a day, now can we justify Federal programs 

that would t>educe or take away what little assistance 

they are getting now, particularly when we continu~ to 

p\JJnp millions of dollars in foreioon aid ovez.seas? ' 


The question they are asking is s w-hen dose 
." charity begin at home? 

THE PRI:SIDLllT: Let 1 s take the food for the 

e).deI'ly program. In this cu...""'Tent fiscal year the 

Federal Government is spending $201.5 million fer that 


, .' '. 	 progrrun under the oldeI' citizens jegiGlation, which is ...-... . 

six times what it was f.oorr· '!rEfers ag.o.I.o,·: ~ ·~ ~,"·'r· ".,.t.-, -,:'1'.-: ~ ... '.- . . 

We will con"tinue.to monitol" the oituation,. and 
if that is inadequate, we will do our utmost to find 
addition,l f~~d±ng. 

Sut I think it has to be put in perspective 
that $202 million plus is not an L~consequenti81 amount 
just for that one program, plus the other p~gramB tha~ 
a~e aimed at helping our old~r citizens. 

I feel very strongly that they should be given 
adequate aid and a6sist~nc~pluB Social Security, and I 
ahould nay that I have not recommended a reduction in 
Social Security~ but have recommended a 5 percent 
increase in Social Security benefitG, along with other 
programs. 

'.• 1 

HORE 

. .. , . 	 ; . 
• I, ~ . 
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QU1!STIOH: Hr. Preaidl!.ht, good morning. I 
wonder now that the sentencea have been banded down in 
the Watergate case against the fonnex- top Adm; nist"ration 

officials~ hO'8l you would feel on the iasue of--pardon for 

those men t espec.ially in tbe light of their contention 

'that they have done nothing that ia any more wrong than 

the President under wholn they served. 


THE PRESIDI:!fT': It seema 'to Jne s number one. 

since they are appealing their sentencing. that it 

would be inappropriate for me to m.alce any cO)lUDent' 

one way or another. And numbexo two, if and when the time 

comes, the proper thing for them to do woul.d be. to apply 


'in tlJe regul~ pro¢edure or°J>l;'Oce.s~ whicl1, iJ;. t.h:l'O.ug.h. the._ 
pardon atto~ey in the Departur.ent of J-ustice .. 

QUESnON: Without getting into specific 
" I 

cases on the gene%'al p:rrecise, would y~u be OY81pa,thetic 
mor-e in theae. particular cases tOt.lard a pardon because 
of ' the ~tances? 

-....-: 

THE PlU:SIDRHT; I don' t think it ",auld be 
appropzriate to make a ~ent in that regard because 
they are limited in n-wnbe%t, and I would not- want' to 

1 .,. 

preju-dic.e the~ c:u...~t appeal by any comment 'that I 
'might mUe. 

.' : . " , 
.... .... 

. . .:~ .".: -. ". :. , .~ .. : -,"..... .. ,.. . r -', ' ." 
",... .- .

. 

.. 
- ~ 
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'QlIEsnON: Hr. PN!O ident ~ ~I; YQu know, nor-ida ha~; 
6~ or "the high0Gt olec~rical p~(~r bills in the Nation. 
Won't the peoplE! who pay those billa be hurt GubGtantially 'by 
your foreig,n oil import progratn~ (lince. :nest. if not 8.l1, of 
the oil tl:la"c Florida pc>we~ t!ompanies burn comes .from Vene~uela! 

THE PR:C.Slm:JIT: The energy program tha.t: I have 
re-COllllnended would not resu.l t in norida paying a diaproporrticna t.... 
share of any cost increasEtI. As it matter of fact ~ under the 
administrative a~~ion that I have t~en, we have, under the 
first dollar, exempted .heating oil lUi far as Florida is con
cerned~ as far as New 't..'"Jgland is -co-ncerned p as f~ as Hawaii) 
the nt"eal) that are, as you indicate t in the 8alIle cirC'\UlUttan~r..oS 

. -as norida. 

And tu"'lde.r the per'!nanent program 'that r-nave recoJnln.enoec-., 
the ad4e-d energy cost to a family, or to business. or to 
govermna.nt~ would be l....e·bated to the individuZ'l~ to the busi:'l(;sS 
and to the gO\l''::T'run~!1'ts, S~ there woLla hi.; a li~utral i.!npact. 
The:"~fo..-e , it <'"!:-E!'lllS o'=.o llIe that my }))......)por:.ul is ~-xtt'emely 
eq,u.i :;able and :~ou1cl"not 'toesuit in any d:t,::!.>~oj ... .J~·tic>rrd-ta burden 

- " - - . ~ being placed on nOl."ida (Jr' any State in a compaI'abie situa"tiolh 

QUE~nON~ }/IX'. -President~ yO\U" opening sta.tement' 
ae-ezne.d. "to imply t:hat the United States. was pla.'1.l:ling; SOme sort 
of action against the kat> nations that have embaI>goed Jewi~II
owned banks~ Could you be rn~~e specific? What sort of thihg~ 
might we do in 'this case, if the embargo cont:inueg? 

TH1; l"RESIDn-rr: All ~e have so -far are some 
all.egations. ;r have ~ke.d.. tbe De,p~~ta of Justice,.. CClmnet-~(: 
and state to in'/estigate any al.l.eg~t ions. -The. actual action 
"that would be taken wiU be romhoomin.s iro~ !T.'"'-ecomm~ndat'ions 
by thos.e departments. They have nqt been pla~-e.d Of', my desY.: 

') 
I 

at the present t.ime. ...\ 
' . " '- . I -Q~TImh Hr... -Px-el3i~.e.nt,. you have t"eferred to the 

quertiOll of aid to Crunbodia a.s a mo~~ one relating to the 
, .... c~dibility of ~':le Unite-d Stat.es. But: is the is~ue of ~ 

:" , .' . . 

~ 

creciibility 1:'eC}111 at s"ta3<.e \oJhe..n so- many of those with whom we , ~ 

WOuld want to J1Jtl.in-t~in it criticized our- involvement in .th"t
~a to be.gin with and long urg~d ~s to get -out before we di~n," ",\. 

" ,; 

- . -: nn.: PRl:SIDPIT: APe you re-f~rl"'ing to other nat ionc>? 
. .-..... 

QUESTION: Other nations, yes. 

THE P.Rl:SID't1-lT: I do:..ftot 1:hi;u:: ~e can conduct Anier-ican ~. 
foX'e~ogn policy ora tne basis of wnat other nations think is i 
in our best interest. The United St:~tea has to predicate its 
foreign ro1icy on what it tnir~~ is in Amerioals best iflte~st~ 

How, We reGP~ctthe r-ight of other nations to he 
ex-it ieal of wllat we do t but it' ia /oJ:.., reaponsibility il.....'d, I 
think, the re~ponsibility of people in authQrity in th~ Unit_ad. 
States to make deciaions ' that are baaed on what we ~hink is 
good for America, and that is the way i~ will be decided ~~ 
long as I am P~e6ident • 

. " , .; • 0 
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QU&b~l~N: Hr. President, there has been a new 

crop of r-epOM:G in recent ,:cays about t:he posoil>ility of 

Secretary Kit3sinr,er lea.ving office tllis year to be succeeded 

by A.mbaaoado:t' r.ll :Lot" Ric:ht1.rdson 0 Cou.ld you COlD,ment on thecc 

rspOf~s~ and epecific~lly, do you expect Dr. KiGsinger to 

r~main in office at le~t until November of nex~ year? 


TnE PRtSID~T: I happen TO feel very strongly that 
Secretary Henry Kissinger is an outstanding Secretary of State. 
and he and I have ne-ver diacussed any change in his responsibiii. tiesa 
I know of ho p~anG of any kind whatsoever- on my part, Or" hi~ 
part- ~ to change th.e .responsibilities -- the -ve-l"y. hea-vy and'- '- ..00 _", ..... 

1Jnpoctan~ responsibilities that 'h"f£-lTa8'~ ~ 0 -.-' - •• ' ... -. 
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QUI:STIOH: Mr. Pre·side.nt, it io (!lJtirnatcd by 
immigrtation officia.lo hf!re in South Florida that: 
'thel"e a...,.e·up to 90,000 il1ega~ nliens gainfully employed 
in SoutnedSt: florida. alone. I-r ia also eGtimated 
our un~ploY1neJlt figure runs c.1o~e to that amount. What 
is ypur office doing to o.ddl."'ess i tsel£ to thiB particulilr 
proqlem'c 

THE PR£SXD~T: We have bee~ trying to strengthen 
'tl\~ arm of the In-JniJwation and Hatut>aliza-tion Se:-rvice~ 
th~ Dep~~nt of JustiL~, in order to h~~dle in an appro
priate 'Way t.he ill.egal alien probleJ:t. 

n~ida has a serious problem.. Ca.1.ifornia has 
an equally serious problel:. We are tt>yi.~g to wcrrk with 
the Mexican government, fbr- ex~pl.e; primarily out in 
'the We·stern states. We are fully cognizant OI the 
aaverse impact that il~egal aliens have on employment 
oppol"'tunities of AlIleric.an citizens, but we a..--e trying .. 

. ,', 

to et-op 'the flo..., in. \ve are se.eking to send beck il1ega~ 
aliens as quic}'~y a{> possible \.UHler the laws of the 
United Stote.a • 

.. . '. . QutSTItrn: Jttt. President,. S~atot' Pastore is 
~roposing t.'lat there be a spec-ial election anytim~ an 
~ppointed Vice Pr-asid2pt succeeded to ~he Presidency; 
that is J if there is mor-e than one y1;.lU' of the. "term 
remaining .. 

. Since you are the only such person,. what is 
yO\1%' feeling about it? Would you r-ecommen-d ot' endorse 

_ " I l ~ change in the Twenty-filth .A.m~nd:nent? 
. ".,' 

• I - -. 

THE PR};SIDE'}IT: I aID JlO't sure "that ! ought to 

~a_sB jud~"t on th-a validit"'; of the 'twenty-fifth 


.":"; ~ .' f\mencment. I guess I could say it worked prstty well 
 r ' ::". 
" .. ithis time ~ (Laughtex-) ..

. . , " 

'. ' . ,~.- ., ~ ." ~ ' , ", ," - .. But I thin}: i't is apP't'oJn"iate that the Congress'- ~ . " , . 

take another 1 oo}( at the Twenty- i ifth i'\tn~ndment. It -. . . , 
was passed, as I 'think most' of us know, not to lD~t t:he 

; .. ...uniqu~ circ~~tano~& that developed in 1973 and 197~. 
- - ' , . . -:'-'.: ... . 

... -.~ Perhaps this experience does Tequire' ·the \:ongress . 
_... , .._... _ to take a lool<. to see whether there is .a bette:- way or 


a different way where a Vice President mi.ght be 

selected • 


QU'ESnOH: Do you feel any handicap for not" 
hoving. one .. a Presidential elec~ion, and Btill holding 
the office7 

"1'H1: PRtSIDEHT: The anBwer ia ..mo. 

HORE 

t , • \ 
, ..... ~ .' . . .J 
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QUESTION; H%"'. PreGiden't t Jim Reynoldo, \HOD 
HeWD, J1iiIlJli. ... . . 

You otated Congr~ss has been Rlow to act on 
t1.ro of the Nation I s major iusues -- ener-gy and tlletax 
cut. AB a former- Congr'eBE;Juan, can you give us any 
insight into why you feel the Congress ic having this 
difficulty? 

THE PRESIDENT: In the failure of the Congress 
to act quickly enough in reducing taxea, aa I 
recommended, I am really perplexed because we recommended 
a very simple method of returning $16.5 billion to the 
American people and to American business. 

That should have been quickly considered~ 
acted on vert rapidly, and I do not understa.T'td ~hythere. 

-, ~.' .. ': 

has been t.he kind of delay that has taken place. .. , ; 
 " 

. ," .~ :- ":.: :-," 

• ~ . " , 4 
• .*# ' .- ' 
' .. ' ., . 
- i .... ··. / ..- ~ .' the case of the energy problem, t.hat is ' : -,.-.. : .;' ~- '. ~ . 

· ...-... .. mOpe .unders-tandable. Evt!n 'though ): donlt li;,e it)
: 4'\~ : ';., . 

~- ' 
..... " " . .it is a very cOl!lp~l-Jensive pr'Ogr>am that invo).ves 170 

. ' ~ ~ ': 

pagcs in one bill tl!at I recommended and th",.-t will . 
'.- . ~' '''":. ' ' . 

. ''.-. ; • -.! .~, : ~. ." require hearings and action. / .'..<.
, 

..:- .:~~~" . . ... ..... .~ · .· : ~ t · . A• • ~~·: .. , . " , :. - :-: : . ", '. ~ '~~-.~ '~" ;:••.• 


~~~-\ " - :- '::/ ' :;B\lt ~hat disappoints me -- ar.cl this I d.:> rIot 
_ ~_(4. " :;" ~ 

: ~ . .
'. ~ '~ ~,' Wlderstand -- is wby tr.Q:f-e have not b(;-a~ h('.5\X"ing~ 

. ' 


c·, · ·. · before the prop-ell cvmmit~'r~es in t:h~ HOi..vie an·i t.hC! 

"!'- .: : ~' Sen~te on either !D7 pl.<i..~= IJr t-r:e ot:h~ro ';:hat the Democr>at:tc . ... . 

~ _'l' _'...i ~' . 


.-. : ~ .
· :':- ' . Members in the .Congress :lave, on th~i:[l plans. ,_ .'j 

- . .. .- ~ ; " ~ '-., . ~: " " ) . . ' . ' , .."..~ . . ~~,. .~.. ':'.•.'.":" .. .. . .. .. : : ~ :.- . : ,: '. .. - :: • . . .•-""'- ";:~ . ;'-. ..:-:..: 
~.- _.' ~ ::~> _~ ~~:.~ .'. _. . . ' . _,. . .' .. :_ ,- 7 ~ 

.' 

; 

. .;;:.':';.:~ :~.- : . ';::. :j;~f·;· . But .that :t.a \o)by I have the pressure on with ' the 
. ::.. " ....... '. 

' .< . import levy. ' I thirD" they are now beginning to focus on : < ' ._ 

-:...~ :'. . the need and thenecesE.:~-::-)1. Up 'until X':?'::!ently, thoy . _.: :'" ':: , ' 
~~L: : .· , just hoped the problrun '~'J",Jld go aWay, . Now they cl.l"'e · . ..;.;:. . ~ : ~. ' ' " . - .; 

'\;:i·\,,:~· ... beginning to reali.ze it io serious~ ilIld hopefully ·t.hel'\e "':::- - . 
.~:t.~ ::~( -: ',: will be some affir!native aCTion'. . '. .~ '. : .' _." ,. , :_..~ -, ~.~~:'::;::' ,->: :,;..:~' :-" .:~ ~ l~~ ·, .. ' 

~'~;;}~::'{ " '<';"~~{};">'. '. :;\ '-,':;.' ; . ;- · ·~V. . . .. j .. .. ' :;;'''' ~' ' .... ., . · ::-: :·A~ · ':::?~:~~:· ~>}-.~ .;:::.~; = ': 
.~~~•. ··· . . . ,.i ,~· .~· .;~:.> ' ·: · : · QUESnON: Mr .. President, · in answe:c'ing an . . .. .. .:':-:_~: : . 

:~;.~~~:: ';'::- e.arl!el" 'queGtion about . Cambodia, you used the phrase · " . '. "' :.. :~ . -, ' 
-~:: . ~~; ::> ."the .commitment: that' we have to ~cm~ extent to Cambodia) It .' , ___ ' " , . 

· ' j- ," .>. to :distinguish it fI'OJIl -V:i.~tnam. Just what' i~ our . ',' "' ~ '>~<.' .: . ':' ~ .:" . :',' ,
:f: ~:;'./ .. cor.1mitrnent to Call1bodia :Wil'm at the:time- :the AmeriC8J1 ., _ . . , . :-- ~" ".. 

: -;'\-7~~~--'-~~OOps went in· there in .1970,- p'eople were told ther-e was . -- ..''' ~ ' ''' .... .. 
",::':.::< , .. not . going to be any long-tex-m commitment? Could ~.o~ .." ."." 

:., - .-:." . ~plai~ that, sir? . : . . ,:': : ' , '; . :<;;:: ;: " -_ ' . ':;: ._:.', -':, ~" ' :'~ ' <>< ;; ' ...' : . .
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: . ".;.:' . THI: PRLSIDI:NT: Ca..~odia is in a some\...hat 

different oituation from Vietnam, Vietnarnis involved 

.:.~ .. : 
..,.... . . .•~.J. in the Paris accords. Camhodin w~s not in an official 

way. SO, O~ obligation) which I think is impo~anT, 
is that they want to maintain their national ':integrity. and 
their secu~ity of their country agoinst oUToide . forcea. 
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The polic.."Y of thia country i.o to help 
those nations witil military haz'<iw8.l"e, not u. S. milito.ry 
per6onnel~ wher-e the government and the people of a 
country W'ant to protect their coun"try from foreign 
aggression or foreign invasion. 

This is to a aubstant'ill.l degree, in postt 

World War 11 the tradition of the United. StateB, and I 
think if' people Ul a coun~J want 'to fight fo'!" freedolll 
for their country, to the degree. that \ore can, I 
think we o~'1t to expand~freedo1!l around the world. 

- ' . . . }. 

. -' .THE PRESS: ' Thank you~ Hr. President. . _.' 

U'HL PRr:SIDL'HT: Thanlc you very much. 
.. . " -. ' . ... .. . 
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END (AT 1.1: 35 A. H. };PT) 
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