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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 5, 1975 


Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Le.islation enacted by Congress requires that arms deliveries to Turkey must 
be suspended February 5. The Administration will comply fully with the law. 
However, it should be made clear that military aid to Turkey is not given in 
the context of the Cyprus issue, nor has it been granted as a favor to Turkey. 
Rather, it is based on our common conclusions that the security of Turkey is 
vital to the security of the Eastern Mediterranean and to the security of the 
United States and its allies. 

A suspension of military aid to Turkey is likely to impede the negotiation of a 
just Cyprus settlement. Furthermore, it could have far-reaching and damaging 
effects on the security and hence the political stability of all the countries in the 
region. It will affect adversely not only Western security but the strategic 
situation in the Middle East. It cannot be in the interest of the United States 
to take action that will jeopardize the system on which our relations in the 
Eastern Mediterranean have been based for Z8 years. 

When it is seen that the United States is taking action which is clearly incompatible 
with its own interests, this will raise grave doubts about the conduct of 
American foreign relations even among countries that are not directly involved 
in that area. 

The Administration judges these adverse effects of a suspension of aid to 
Turkey to be so serious that it urges the Congress to reconsider its action and 
authorize the resumption of our assistance relationship with Turkey. 
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