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FOR INIlVIEDIATE RELEASE DECEMBER 2, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES: 

To l"eceive the advice and consent of the Senate to accession, I transmit 
herewith the International Agreement for the Creation at Paris of an 
International Office of Epizootics, originated in Paris on January 25, 
1924. 

In the nearly fifty years of its existence, the International Office of 
Epizootics (OlE) has become the most important organization in 
international control of animal diseases. Its current 79-nation 
membership includes most major developed countries other than the 
United States. The OlE provides timely warnings to its members of 
animal disease outbreaks, a form of exchange of technical information, 
and other valuable services. In these times of increased concern about 
food availability at home and abroad, the United States is obliged to help 
protect that supply. The cost of participation in OlE is small when 
weighed against its potential benefits. Also the United States can make 
its scientific and managerial experience in disease control available 
through OlE in an effective way to underline our international interest 
in food supply. 

I, therefore, recommend that the Senate grant early and favorable 
consideration to the Agreement and give its advice and consent to 
accession. 

GERALD R. FORD 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
December 2, 1974 
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