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I leave today for my firat trip overaeaa aa Prealdent with lull cOAlideJlce 
that thia tlmely UDdertaking la In the hl,heat natlonallntereat of the 
United Statea. 

We live in a worldwhoae problema are interrelated. No nation can move 
forward in isolation, aa Secretary Kiaainger haa so brilllantly pointed out. 
Anawera to queat'lona at home muat be aou,ht abroad In thla new e.a of 
interdependence. 

I am deeply conacloua of the need to continue the queat for peace. I 
would rather travel thouaanda of mllea for peace than take a aingle step
toward war. 

Thia first atate viait of an American Prealdent t~ Japan Is of great importance 
to all Americana. The United States ia determined to perpetuate the special 
relatlonahlp that linka our two natlona for the common good. Thoughaeparated 
by the broadeat of oceana, we have achieved the cloaeat of friadahlpa. 

I am looking forward aa well to vialting our courageoua ally, the R epubUc 
of Korea. We ahare a common devotion to the preaervatlon of p_ce and 
the deterrence of aglresalon. I am confident that my vlalt to Korea will 
help preserve the stability eaaential to the understanding and cooperatlon 
we ar e aeekln, with all peoples. 

I am determined to fulfill my responslbillties abroad as well as at home. 
Foreign affairs can no 10lller be aeparated from domestic affairs. Anti
cipating the continuation of the peace-building that w"e have jointly under
taken with the Soviet Union, I look forward to the, lmportant work that we 
can accompllsh in Vladivostok. 

I leave WashlDgton in a spirit of optlmiam with a serious reallzatlon o.f 
my responaibllities. 

I leave with deep appreciation of the bl-partlsan polltlcal IUpport that ba. 
been accorded.' , 

I leave with a senae of service to the entire American people and pride 
In the natlon that I repreaent. 

* * * 
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