
November 17, 1974 

PO OL RE PORT 
ON PRESIDENT 'S DEPARTURE 

ANDRE~tJS -· ELMENDORF 

Ron Nessen says t hat 200 to 300 people were 
on the South Lawn to see t he President off , includ ing 
wi ve s and chi l d r e n of staff. 

The official far ewell party o f 50 or 60 , i nc luding 
dip l omats, gathered i n a diplomat i c r e ception room f o r coffee 
and r o lls b e f ore President and Mrs. Fo rd came down . 

Ambassador Do bryni n , representatives f rom the 
J apane se Embassy (and Nessen th i nks from the Korean 
Embassy) al so wer 'e present. 

The Pre siden t delivered f arewe ll remarks outdoors 
i n a dri zz le. The Pre s ident had no topcoat or hat. He 
s h ook hands ",lith a s sembled groups and whe n he r eache d 
Dobrynin, t h e Ambassador g a v e him a brown fur hat wi t h 
earf l a ps t i ed on ~op, Russian-style. The President 
t rie d i t on , laughed . 

l"lr s. Ford wa s 1,,7i th him) Heal"ing a :::J l a i :J j f ur-trimme d 
pant s uit .. 

Mrs. Ford went to Andrews with h im on c hopper. 
At Andrews, t he Preside n t embraced and kissed Mrs. Ford 
twice at foot of r amp. The Presjdent stood f or a f ew 
moment s at top of ramp but t h ere ~-lere no ~vave s f or 
ph otographer s. Uheels up 9 :50 a.m. 

Ne s s en on plane : Asked a bout po s s i bi lity of an 
additional stop after Vladivos t ok . l'Absolutely not ." 

President .vas reading brief ing mat e rial and 
talking wi th Kissinger and others. lTess e n dou b l e-checked 
lith President to b e certa i n t here has b een no pr evious 

cont act bet ween Ford and Bre zhn ev , n o t even socially. 
Ford had to miss a din ner f or Brezhne v at the Russian 
Embassy. 

Kissinger on plane: on BACKGR OUND, he l"' e peated 
h is d isav owal o f Fr iday press conference about Mi dIe 
East ~ said i t is no t a cr is is. 

The lunch wi th Dobrynin We dne s day had been 
s c h eduled to discuss Vladivostok at wh" c h time the Saturday 
mee ting was a lso scheduled. 
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He said he gave Dobrynin a cal Ion Friday 
regarding t h e Middle Ea s t. 

He said there Ihave been no emergency supplies 
sent to Israel or Syria and said, "On our side we have not 
c hanged our supply patter n since Rabat. 

He said the r e is , "A certain war of nerves, gOlng 
on bec ause the mandate for U.N. f orces in Syr ia is up 
at t he end of the month. 

He said) . I donit thi nk t here will be a war in 
the irrunediate future , ··yhat wi l l happen in s ix months I 
am no t s aying. g 

At this point Kissing e r goes ON THE RECO D 
to discuss trip. He s a id a c om.munique Hi l l probably 
b e issued after each stop . In J a pan , it is not a que stion 
o f ma king a n y firm dec i s ions right now. There are not any 
bas ic de c i s i ons that need to be made. The J a p a nese operate 
on a seri~ s of consensus dec isions over a l ong period of 
time. Relat ions are now excellent. What we are try ing to 
creat e is a basis f or e l a bor a t ion of t h e exist i ng 
r elations h ip. :. 

He s ee s i t as a c ombinati on of sym~oli sm and 
subs tance. The s ymbo lism is that t h i s is the f irst 
visit of an American Pres i dent. To the Japanese p e ople, 
t he Meeting betwe en the Pres ident and Jaoanese FmDe~o~ Biroh ito 

1S what h as meaning to the J apane s e people ,; i s . 
the most i mportant symbo l ism. The mat ters o f substa n ce 
h e de scr ibed as t he s e: They are now two wcrld powers. 
There is n (W 3tability in the Pacific and the \-Jorld ; 
Japa n has a major Middle East int e r es t -- oil; a nd 
l a s t l y , the conventional bilate r al mat~ers of trade 
a n d agricult ure , et cetera . Here, Kissinger went on 
DEEP BACKGROUND: I n Japan, t he Pr ime l1inister' i s not 
t he President ~ he is the Chairman of the Board . He 
sa ~ that is h ow the textile mi sunderstanding develope d . 
Wh en Nixon met with Sato , we thought we were de aling with 
t h e Pre siden t,but we were dealin g with the ell irman 
of the Board. 
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Japanese leadershi p a t t he t op is going to remaln 
homogeneous; wha tever happens, the others (at the top) 
are mor:e perma nent. 

He said this trip is not a v i sit to Tana ka. 
Except f or a brief photo session of perhaps ten minutes, 
there will not be a head-to-hea d meeting. 

L He said it was also tha t way with 
!:i xon and TanaJ::::2.~ '-' t :-,e rorei :zn t1inister and 'I'l'ad e 
Minister are normally present. 

OA FORD AND BREZHNEV: KIS SINGER lJEl'JT O·J T. E 
RECORD again. "The Pres ident and Brezhnev betvleen them 
have t he capacity to annihil ate humanity . They may 
be confronting each other on a cr i sis so it is i mporta nt 
they unders tand each other. They have t he opportunity 
to prevent cr i s ,i s a nd to promote peace . 1\ 

He also made t he poi n t that Brezhnev pla c e s 
great s t ress on persona l relat i onships . We hope to make 
some progress on SALT, not ne c e s sari ly something t hat 
can be announced. For direc t quotes, he said this, 
"We marie pretty good progre s s in l'1oscow . We narr owed t he 
diff erences . 

At a l ater po i nt he s a id, also for a DO;:\ECT 
QUOTATION : ,i l t hink t here i s a s l i ghtly be t ter than 
even Chance of an agreement in 1 9 75 " on signing a pact 
covering offen s i ve and defensive missiles ext ending 
to 1985. 

He said that at Vladivostok t here c ou l d be 
progress "maybe on numbers , ma ybe on the a pproa ch II 

regarding SALT. Hopes t o continue and rat ify a dvance s. 

He said the two will al s o discuss t he Midd l e
east and the European s ecurity conference . Asked a bout 
the story t ha t the U.S. had called for a s pec ial mee ting 
of the s tand ing consultat ive committee , he denie d that 
an emergency meet i ng had been c a lled . 

Said t he meeting ha d already been schedule d 
for Janua r y t o discuss a ccwnula t ed Ques ti.ons. 

FORD - B?EZTEJE V VI:D~r .. - STY LI~ 0LEP .:3AC KG .,QU1JD : 
Differences in styl e between Ford and Ni xon : Ford 
is more direct .. .. .. . . . I n terms of per sona lity , 
Ford and Brezhnev are better matched than Nixon and 
Brezhnev. Brezhnev i s a more gregarious type . But 
that is not dec i sive. ~s m£re - i ntereste d ( t han 
Nixon) in t le t a ct i cal s ide~ 

Ki ssinger goes into more detail with Ford than 
he did with Ni xon. On some weapon details, Kissinger 
said Ford, who ha d served on the House Commi ttee on 
Defense Appropriat i ons, knows more than Kissinger. 

MORE 



- 4 

STILL ON DEEP BACKGROUND: Ki s s i nger sa i d he 
believed c hances of get t i ng str at e gic arms ag reement. 
are better nm" that we haveidomesti c pro blems behind us." 

Last summe r the Russia ns cou ldn ' t tell what 
would happen if t hey go t a n a gre ement. Now they see 
President Ford as a six-year ph enomenon, not a lame 
duck. He Ha s no '1,: p!'edict ing Ford s e l e c tion, but s a id that 
looking at it !.1· sT.orically, only one Presid ent in 
this century (.JaS le feated for re-election. "So , if you 
are a Soviet planner, you have to look at Ford as if 
he wi ll be here f or s i x years . 

ON 'rUE RECORD: Kissinger s aid , "I have spent 
many ho 'rs with President Ford . He is Hell -prepared. 
For d i s steady and t otally unflappable . 1I 

### ### ### ## 	 Bonnie Angelo - Time 
T c'f.1. B~okaw - NBC 
Ted Knap - Sc r i pps -Howa rd 




