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CLAUDE S. BRINEGAR, '. 

SECRtTARt, ,.DEPARTMENT OF 'TRAl;s'PORTA1'~6N' 
.,.. \' JOSEPH ALIOTO ,., ,.,r, 

~..:. Ml\YOR~ SAN" FRANCISCO,. CALIFORNIA 
(.f·, • :, " ABRAHAM D. BEAME, , .... , 

, ~YbR, NEW YOR~,N.EW y'ORK~ 
.. AND 

~<i.v' 

STANLEY CMICH, 
MAYO~. CANTON, OHIO 

10: 55 A.M. EST 
:. " ;. 

. , " MR. RO,BERT:S .: Ladies and' g~.ntlenieri." a.. m.~~ting 
of· a ,nu~ber of ffi?yorlfl: ~ith Depart~ent of;Transportation , 
Secretary Claud.e B.rin~g~r and. Frank. Herring~r, the '... . 
Administrator 'Of the 'Urb,cin: Mass +ransportation.Administra-~ 
tion, has just conclude~. ' . 

The meeting was held prim'arily. to discuss the , 
National Mass Transportation .Act, of ,1974,: B,ill S. 386, ~hiph was 
approved by~ Si Senate-House· Conf~rence Comml.ttee before. the, 
recess, but has been held in the House Rule.s C~:)filmtttee since 
tha.t approv~l.' . , 

. , 
", ,', 

Secretary Brinegar will have a statement for 
you. It i,s': possible so.m~ of :t;he other mayors may w~n:t to 
make a st~tement and then all oftheseiadies and gentlemeI)
will be available for your questions. 

SECR~TARY BRINEGAR: Thank you very much. 

I met tociay w,ith a group of the Nation I s leading 
Mayors at the.request of the President. He and I discuss~d 
on Monday the importance of mass transit legislation in this 
remaining session of the Congress. 

We have all agreed that the bill ,that is befqpe 
us, which is S. 386, is the right and proper bill and what 
we are doing today is seeking the support of the Mayors 
and others in heiping the bill get passed.

;, .,' 

You may recall that,it was in October that we 
met with a group of the Mayors to talk about what coulsI,b~ 
done anq no~ we are back ready to pass this most important:. 
piece of. l~g~slation. ' 
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We have a summary of the bill that will be av:ai~­
able to you after the conference. 

The President has stresseq very strongly, and 
Ken Cole said today, this is an '~xtreme1y high priority 
matter and it will be so indicated in his message to 
Congress of priorities in the'remainii1g weeks,of the Congress. 

Our se••i.n today was really to see what ideas 
they had and to find how we can go 'forward. 

I hav'e with me today. Frank Herringer, the 
Administrator of the Urban Mass Transportation Administra­
tion, and of course, we have some of our most well-known 
Mayors. 

I think that we would be" happy to take your 
questions. Perhaps Mayor Alioto would like to make a 
statement at this point. 

MAYOR ALIOTO: I would like to say preliminarily 
that we are highly pleased with 'the 1eadersh.ip the Presi­
dent has taken in connection with getting this mass transit 
bill ~- this public transportation bill ~- passed 
before Christmas. We are very pleased with that. 

The fact that he brought us over to the White 
House, I think, emphasiz'es his great interest in this 
matter and the Conference of Mayors and the League 
of Cities have joined together with the White House in 
making a really masive1egis1ative effort to get this 
accomplished before Christmas. The reason why we have to 
get it done before Christmas is because, first of all, 
we regard it as anti-inflationary. 'To raise the fares 
throughout the country would be a very, very serious 
setback in the struggle against inflation. That is 
the first thing. 

Secondly , it is the best means we have" for 
conserving gasoline and for that reason, we are going to 
make a tremendous drive and I want to repeat again we are 
pleased with the ~eat 1e3.dership the President is taking 
in getting this done before Christmas. 

SECRETARY BRINEGAR: Mayor. Beame, would you like 

to make a statement? 


MAYOR BEAME: I concur very strongly with Mayor 
Alioto's statement. I think all the Mayors, as we agreed 
to, are going to work together to join in this fight 
to get S. 386 before Christmas. I am confident we are going 
to. In most cities of our country, if we don't get 
this before December 31st, there is going to be a fare 
increase and not only can't those who use the mass transit 
facilities afford it, but the other points that Mayor 
Alioto made are very significant. 
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So, we are all together, I think, in fighting 

this thing and I have every degree of hope that we are 

going to t-dn. 


SECRETARY BRINEGAR: One more Mayor would like 

to make a statement, Mayor Cmich of Canton, Ohio. 


MAYOR CMICH: Weare very pleased that the 

President has given his full support on this bill. It 

is a clean-cut bill. It is going to serve and reach 

out not only to the.large cities who are in dire need 

but it will reach out to ·cities like Canton, Ohio, who 

serve a quarter of a million population in the region of 

transportation. We are certainly pleased, we have 

confidence that we are united to meet the challenge of 

getting this bill passed by the first of the year. 


SECRETARY BRINEGAR: Thank you. 

At this point, we would be happy to take your

questions. 


Q Mr. Secretary, is the White House going 

to work to produce votes in the Rules Committee which I 

gather is where the problem has been? 


SECRETARY BRINEGAR: The White House will work 
very hard. We started yesterday in a meeting with 
Senator Williams and Senator Tower and the White House 
staff is with me. Our Department is out there and we 
are confident with the help of people like you see 
around me today that we can get it voted out gf the 
Rules and to the Floor. 

Q The Republican votes, I gather, are the 
problem. Will you have more than one like you did last 
time? 

SECRETARY BRINEGAR: We will have more than one. 
We will have enough. 

Q Mr. Secretary, is it true, as we heard, 
the President has indicated that if necessary he will make 
some phone calls from his trip to Japan to various key 
Congressional leaders during this fight in order to get your
bill passed? 

SECRETARY BRINEGAR: He has told me he will make 
the phone calls from wherever he has to make them, hopefully, 
not from Japan or Russia, but I suspect even before he 
leaves he will be making some calls. 

Q To whom? 
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SECRETARY BRINEGAR:-Well, to the key people who 
are involved in this decision. ' -Our strategy. and request, 
as we have discussed before, is to see that the s~hite 
moves quickly. That was the purpose of the meeting of 
yesterday and was assured by S'enator Williams that that 
was what he desired, that the Senate would move on the 
Conference Report and a good strong vote in the Senate 
would then encourage the Hous.e to take prompt action. And 
this is what weare· up to. 

MAYOR ALIOTO: I might say, Mr. Albright, those 
of us from the" standpoint of the COnference of Mayor~ 
are very highly pleased with the 'manner in which the' , 
President is stepping into this thing, and weare simply 
goicng to, follow behind his leadership and we' are very 
pleased about that •. 
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Q Mayor Beame, even with passage of this measure 
the reported,figure~ are sti,ll short of the operating 
deficit of New,YorJ:c Gity. H6w'do you propose to ,save 
the 35 cent fare in your cit~? 

HA~OR B£AME: We are going to take every action 
possible~ We'have a few thoughts in m~Jld. And th,i.s bill 
is going to realiy come very close to'resolvi~g;that matter 
and I amcopfid~nt that with these otherst~ps we will 
be able to dq it. ' . 

Q You say, "very close. ti Does that mean a 
fare increase is not ruled out? 

MAYOR BEAHE: I have, already 'indicated that my. 
objective is not to have a fare increase~ 

Q,. Mr. Mayor, wh~t ~ther tho~ghts' are you , 
thinking about? 

MAYOR BEAME:. We are going to have discussions 
with th~ newly ,elected State Administra.ti<:m, ,and 'I might 
say, too, that presently, as you know, the Co~ptroller of 
our city, as well as the 'Budget Bureau, are going over 
the figures with the Transit Authority, submitted to see 
exactly how much is needed, and, we will see how the 
picture is gain.g .to work but. But we are going to make 
every effort to keep that fare at 35 cents. 

Q How soon would you expect to be in a 
position to' 'say yes' or no on a fare increase in New York? 

MAYOR BEAAE: I would 'say 'maybe';a week or so after 
we get the bill out of Congress and signed by the President. 

Q Mayor Alioto, you appear to be concentrating 
on the Senate, but isn't tne real,.holdup in the House? 
What are you doing on that: "s"ide? . 

, MAYOR ALIOTO: It is a mistake to assume we 
are concentrating on the Senate. That isn't so. We 
are working both in the Senate and the House, and obviously 
the real struggle' is going to be in the House.' We expect 
an overwhelming ,vote in the Senate, nor do ·we expect any 
struggle in the House on the merits of the bill. There are 
just some jurisdictional matters that we think can' be 
ironed out. 

I think the bill on its merits is obviQusly ,so 
good that we are going' to succeed; under the President's 
leadership, in getting this thing done. But the 'major 
concentmation unquestionably will be in the House. 

MORE 
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Q Who are you going to be talking to over there, 
House Rules or House Public Works, or both? \rlho in parti ­
cular are you going to concentrate on? 

SECRETARY BRINEGAR: "We start with the' House 

leadership pf both parties and then obviousiy the House' 

Rules Co~ttee is n~cessary to p~ss the bill o~t. That 

is the'number one endeavor, which is actually a1ready 

underway. The President has already spoken to the leader­

ship. 


All of us are trying to convince the Rules 
Committee Hembers;to g~ve the bill a rule as soon as 
possible. Of course we are 'working with the House Public 
Works Committee. It is a very important committee to us 
and I will be discussing it with the Members, one at a 
time to try and 'explain our point of view and ,the urgency 
for getting this bill out. ' 

, We hope to find the understanding arid total 
desire by everypody that, yes, Deceml)er, a mass transit 
bill before Christmas, is the proper and ri~ht objective. 
I think we are on the way. 

Q Mr. Brinegar, you say you will talk with 
Public Works one by one. .Have you' started talking with 
any of them now? 

SECRETARY BRINEGAR: No, they have been ~way. 

Q I know that, but there is a teleRhone. 
That'i,s why I am asking hav,e you talked with them. 

SECRETARY BRINEGAR: I have not. 

Q Mr. Brinegar, could you tell us what, your ' 
personal status is as a member of the Ford Cabinet?' Do 
you expect to stay on or have you been given any assurances 
you will stay on? 

SECRETARY BRINEGAR: I think it is pretty good. 
I certainly right now am planning to do all I can to do 
the jobs the President has given me. ,Right now it is to 
pass this bill. 

MAYOR ALIOTO: Just one last thing. I want to 
introduce a new member of the Legislativ~ Action Committee, 
not only 'a very, very talented man,but h~ happens to be 
the President's Mayor as well, arid'that is Mayor Lyman 
Parks. 
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Mr. Mayor, we are delighted to have you with 
us today, as I say, not only because of your own intrinsic 
talents, but I think you might have some control over the 
gentleman in the White House as a distinguished constituent 
of yours. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, gentlemen. 

END (AT 11:07 A.M. EST.) 





