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Aircraft 27000 (AIR FORCE ONE)

The U. S. Air Force placed Aircraft 27000 at the President’'s disposal on
February 1, 1973. Tbe plame.succeeds Aircraft 26000, acquired in 1962,
as the primary aircraft on all Presidential missions.

Aircraft 27000 was acquired from the Boeing Company, Seattle, Washington.
Technically, it is a Boeing 707-353B. The U. S. Air Force designation

is VC-137C. The Air Force requested authorization to procure a re-
Placement airplane for the President of the United States in a supplemental
budget request which was sent to the Congress on November 17, 1971. The
supplemental was approved by the full Congress in late 1971, Jet engines
were made available from existing Air Force inventory. :

Aircraft 26000 will remain in use as the principal backup aircraft on
Presidential missions. This assures the President, for the first time,
backup transportation with the full range, speed, short field landing
capability, and weather minimums as the primary plane. The Air Force
purchased the aircraft 27000 for this reason.

Before Aircraft 27000 was added to the fleet, Aircraft 86970 served as the
principal backup aircraft on all Presidential missions. It was the first jet
aircraft placed at the President's disposal. It was acquired in 1959, and
is a slightly slower, smaller model 707 than Aircraft 27000. For example,
Aircraft 86970 has a range of 5,400 statute miles, compared to a range of
more than 7,000 statute miles for both Aircraft 27000 and Aircraft 26000.

The configuration of Aircraft 27000 is the same as the configuration of
Aircraft 26000, with minor modifications. The lounge area immediately
behind the President's compartment has been relocated behind the staff
work area so that it is immediately adjacent and available to Presidential
guests. Certified seating capacity of the new Air Force One is 58 compared
to 59 certified seats aboard Aircraft 26000.

The new Air Force One is maintained and operated by the 89th Military
Airlift Wing, Special Missions, Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland. There
are two other 707's in the 89th in addition to Ai¥ Force One and Aircrafts
26000 and 86970. They were acquired in 1959 and have similar character-
istics to Aircraft 86970. They will remain with the 89th, flying the Vice
President, Cabinet members, heads of foreign governments, and other
executive and military leaders, high priority personnel and cargo.
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AIR FORCE ONE SPECIFICATIONS

The Boemg Company

Four Pratt & Whitney JT3D-3B engines (turbofan)

Span 145' 9''; length 152' 11''; height 42' 5"

[

=. "Above 43, 000 feet

-Beyond 7, 000 statute miles -

58 passeéngers’

10 or 11 (includes cockpit; communications and
guards) . : .

328,000 1bs.
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