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Represencatives of Continental Grain CO!T'~pany and Cook Industries, Inc., 
met today- 'Nith President Ford and other officials of the United States 
goverrunent. to discuss recen.t grain contracts byche two cO'G"!.panies with 
the Soviet U nion. The President expressed his strong concern over the 
potential dornestic impact that such sales could have at a time when the 
U. S. is ex.-periencing a disappointing harvest of feed grains. 

After discussions with Secretary Simon, Secretary Butz and Ambassador 
Eb erie, the com.pany repres entatives evi.denced their full willingnes s to 
be respons ive to these crucial domestic concerns. The two companies are 
now making arrangem.ents for the cancellation of these contracts, in 
accordance,vith the government's request. 

Govern..'TI 1:m -to-government discussions are also being undertaken and 
Secretary imon is planning to m.eet with appropriate officials of the 
Soviet Union during his visit to that country next week. 

Grain exporters are being invited to W-ashington, D. C. on October 7 to help 
forrnulate J,system. of voluntary cooperation and reporting that will assure 
reasonabl~ ::mpplies to both domestic and foreign users. It is anticipated 
that this v l1mtary cooperative effort will enable the United States to avoid 
the imposition of general export controls. 
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