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SEPTEMBER 26, 1974

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Office of the White House Press Secretary

-----------------------------------------------------------------U. S. -ITALIAN JO NT STATEMENT

President Giovanni Leone of Daly rnit:de a State Visit to the United States of
America September 25-29, 1974, at the invitation of President Gerald R. Ford
of the United States of America. Accompanying the President were
Mrs. Leone, Minister of Foreign Affairs Aido Moro, and other Italian
officia Is.
During the visit, President Leone and President Ford held extensive and
cordial discussions on a wide variety of international questions in which
Minister of Foreign Affairs Aldo Moro and Secretary of State and Assistant
to the President for National Security Affairs Henry A. Kissinger also
participated. Minister Moro and Secretary Kissinger also held detailed
talks on current issues of mutual interest•.
President Ford and President Leone expressed their mutual satisfaction with
the results of the talks. It was agreed that frequent consultations in the
spirit of the Atlantic Declaration signed in Brussels on June 26 were a most
desirable means of achieving better understanding of problems of common
interest and possible solutions. They were in full agreement that such
consultations should in no way prejudice other existing obligations. As a
result of their exchanges of views, the two Presidents noted the broad
agreement between them with respect to their policies in numerous areas:
1.

They noted that their policies will continue to be guided by their desire
for the maintenance of peace. adherence to the principles of the United
Nations Charter, and promotion of a stable structure of peace which
reflects the diverse nature and needs of the nations of the world. In
this connection, both sides emphasized their commitment to overcoming
the sources of tension and conlfict which are divisive factors in the
international community.

2.

There was full agreement on the importance of the North Atlantic
Alliance as an instrument which has guaranteeed the security of its
members, strengthened international stability, enhanced confidence
among peoples, and thus has permitted them growing and fertile
contacts with all the peoples of the world and provided the indispensable
basis for the process of detente.

3.

They reemphasized in this connection the importance they attach to the
Atlantic Declaration and their determination to seek the fulfillment
of the principles set forth in the Declaration in concert with their
other NATO allies. President Ford underlined the importance the
United States attaches to Italy's continuing valuable contributions to
the Alliance.

4.

They recognized the importance attached by the Nine members of the
European Community to their efforts toward European union, and
welcomed the reciprocal undertaking by the members of the Community
and the United States to strengthen their relations on the basis of
enhanced consultations within the broad framework of Atlantic
cooperation. President Ford welcomed particularly the constructive
role played by Italy in strengthening this cooperation.
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5.

They noted their determination that current negotiations in furtherance
of detente on matters related to security and cooperation in Europe
must result in enhanced stability in the relationships among all nations
concerned. They also emphasized their continuing commitment to
achieving balanced and effective international arms control agreements
resulting in undiminished security for all nations.

6.

They noted their concern with developments in the Mediterranean Basin
and pledged their efforts to achieve equitable solutions. The l!nited
States noted in this connection that it looks to Italy, as a Mediterranean
nation which has made a signal contribution to world civilization, to
playa leading role in the common pursuit of lasting peace in that area.

7.

They expressed their conviction that only international cooperative
efforts can overcome the trade and financial problems confronting the
nations of the world. They recognized that the solutions to national
problems have their impact on the international community as a whole.
While individual nations have primary responsibility for their own
.problems, the two Presidents r.ecognize that the solutions required in a
modern and complex interdependent world may go far beyond individual
capabilities and require cooperation among members of the international
community. In this regard, the United States has taken ·careful note
of Italy's major efforts to meet its own domestic economic and
financial problems and the responsiveness of the international community
to these ,efforts. President Ford stated· that the United States is
prepared to play an appropriate, constructive and responsible role in
a return to economic equilibriwn in Italy.

8.

They recognized the great importance of industrial, technical, and
cultural cooperation among all nations and the imperative need for the
equitable distribution of world resources among all nations. They
agreed to facilitate initiatives in thi-s -regard in appropriate forums.

9.

Finally, the two Presidents particularly noted the extraordinarily
broad' human ties between Italy and the United States of America, and
the aha red values and goals which bind together the Italian and American
peoples.

10. President Leone extended to President Ford an invitation to visit Italy
in the near future. President Ford accepted with pleasure.
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