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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 12, 1974

Office of the White House House Press Secretary
--------------------------------------------------~---------~

THE WHITE HOUSE
CITIZENSHIP DAY AND CONSTITUTION WEEK, 1974

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION
As we near our Nation's two hundredth anniversary, let
all of us, as equal partners in a Nation of justice under
law, resolve to work, with all our strength and common sense,
to achieve fl • • • a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence,
promote the general vlelfare, and secure the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity • . . . 11 Through such
a rededication to the spirit and principles of the Constitution
we can build a better future for every individual American,
and a better America for all.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the
United States of America, in compliance with the joint resolu
tions of the Congress of the United States, call upon appropriate
Government officials to display the flag of the United States
on all Government buildings on Citizenship Day, September 17,
1974 -- the l87th anniversary of the signing of the Constitution.
I urge Federal, State, and local officials, as well as leaders
of Civic, educational and religious organizations to conduct
appropriate ceremonies and programs on that day.
I also designate as Constitution Week the period beginning
September 17 and ending September 23, 1974, and urge all
Americans to observe that week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities in their schools, churches and in other
suitable places in order to foster a better understanding
of the Constitution, and of the rights and responsibilities
of United States citizens.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and seventy-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the one hundred and ninety-ninth.
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