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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE SEPTEMBER 12, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE 1tlHITE HOUSE 

TO THE SENATE OF THE UUITED STATES: 

I am ,leased to transmit for the Senate's advice and 

consent to ratification the Consular Convention between 

the United States of America and the People's nepublic of 

Bulgaria, Nith an Agreed f1emorandum and a related exchange 

of letters, signed at Sofia on April 15, 1974. I transmit 

also, for the information of the Senate, the report of the 

Department of State with respect to the Convention. 


The signing of this Convention is a significant step 
in the gradual process of improving and broadening the 
relationship between the United States and Bulgaria. Con
sular relations between the two countries have not previously 
been subject to formal agreement. This Convention will 
establish firm obli~ations on such important matters as 
free communication between a citizen and his consul, noti 
fication to consular officers of the arrest ani detention 
of their citizens, and permission for visits by consuls to 
citizens who are under detention. 

I welcome the opportunity through this Consular 
Convention to strengthen the ties between the United States 
and Bulgaria. I ur~e the Senate to give the Convention its 
prompt and favorable consideration. 

GERALD R. FORD 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
September 12, 1974 
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