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. MR•.TER HORST: Her;e, l~ve and in ,person , ie" 

Coupsell.or ,.Rob~rt'Hp.rtmann to answer ycpur questions on the 

President's selection of his Vice Presidential nominee'.. ~Ob? 
. . . . '.~ 

. MR. HARTMANN: Thank ,you, J er;ry . As you can see, 

I got myself a t~rHorst pipe. (Laughter.) 


'j ,It .is good to be back. here in the,press room. Though 
I neve~wor~e~ in the'pre~s ~oo~, it is' still good to be back 
and find.$p~~.peqple"who wer~ here When I la~t covered the 
White l'!o\,lse ~ab9\,lt ten yeFlrs' ago.; something like that ,. , 

. • I .. .,,'. ~ , • ' ", 

I understand there is some interest in the' 'manner or 
the mechanism·by.whiph the President made his, decision and I 
should say ~~t ,the ;outset that t am not go,ing to attempt to 
explore the President's'mind or tell you what I think went on 
there.bec&use I"don't_know, ,nor does anybody else, except him, 
and you will 'in 'd':l~:p?ur~e,'have ,an opportunity. to ask that 
yourself of the President. 

But I will try a~d 'give you as best I can the things 
thp.t,went·on p~y,si,:al~y,by w,ay of suppor,ting,him with staff 
work and",'helping hl.If1 i~n rea9h~ng hisdeqision. 

: 1 (," 

Maybe it would be well if I tried to anticipate some 
of your, questions although I am sure I caJ1.'t ,anticipate all of 
them, but.I 'Will, try to answ.er a few of the more obvious ones 
in the! '.beginn~ng . . 

The first question waswnen did he reach his 
decision? The answer to that is that he talked to Governor 
Rockefelle'r by telephone on Saturday --' the exact time, I am 
not sure, butper.1~aps the ,Governor told you t.hat -- and asked 
numerous questions which might very well have arous,ed the 
Governor's 9..lspicions that he was one of the" candidates, one of 
the finalists .. ,'. : He di,dnot ,,fJ,atly tell Ii'im nor llad he flatly 
made up his mind at the time nor did he tell the Governor. ~hq..t 
he was asking similar questions of other people, but it certainly 
was enough to make the Governor, I am sure, feel that he was in 
the running. 
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The actual decision in his mind, he informed me, 
was made late last night after he had retired upstairs in 
the Residence. 

Q What do you mean "late"? 

MR. HARTMANN: Well, between the time he went 
upstairs and the time he went to sleep. You can find out what 
the time was he went upstairs. I don't know what time he went 
to sleep. 

Q Governor Rockefeller said he got a call last 
night about 9:00 o'clock, wasn't it? 

MR. HARTMANN: That is correct. He got a call 
from General Haig last night. He did not get another call 
from the President. The call from General Haig was simply 
to tell him to get down here by a certain time this morning. 

Q You mean he wasntt told last night why to get 
here? 

MR. HARTMANN: He probably was told by General Haig. 

Q We would like to clear that up, because we 
were told it was a personal call. We would like to know 
exactly what Haig told him. 

Q Senator Scott said that the President had 
called him at 9:00 o'clock. He said that in the car. 

MR. HARTMANN: Senator Scott said the President 
called Governor Rockefeller at 9:00 o'clock? 

Q That is what he said. 

MR. HARTMANN: Well, I won't argue with him. Those 
questions the Press Secretary will probably be able to look 
up for you. I can only speak to what I know. 

Q Is it correct, then, that the decision was 
ciade by the President still before 9:00 o'clock last night, 
if that was the time Haig called Rockefeller and informed him? 

MR; HARTMANN: 'It must have been. I don't know what 
the time was that Haig called. 

Q Well, Rocky says at 9:00. What 'we want to 
know is was he told at that time? 

MR. HARTMANN: Why didn't you ask Rocky when you had 
the chance? 
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Q Because we have been told all day that you were 
going to brief. 

MR. HARTMANN: Well, mind you I am going to go 
further·back into the process than this. I wasn~t ·the one 
told to call the Governor so I don't know the exact time 
sequence. 

The question would undoubtedly be asked whether 
the FBI was ask~d to make a check of the Governor or other . 
potential nominees. The answer to that is, yes. The Director 
of the FBI was in last Friday to see the President and alone 
with the President the President gave him three names to report 
back if there was any derogatory material about those three 
names. 

This was not, at. that point j the full ~ist of 
possibilities, but they were three· of the names on his final 
list of possibilities that were not elected Members of the 
Congress. 

Q What was the time of that meeting; do you have 
it? 

MR. HARTMANN: That will show on the schedule, I 
believe. 

Q Was Rockefeller on that list? 

MR. HARTMANN: Yes. 

Q Who else? 

MR. HARTMANN: The President would rather let you 
guess. 

Q You say they are not elected Members of the 
Congress? 

. MR. HARTMANN: They were not elected Members of 
the Congress. The President felt to ask the FBI to inquire 
around among associa,tes and so fort·h of .an elected Member of 
Congress, providing that person was not going to be his 
nominee for sure 3 would be a disservice to the Legislative 
branch. 

Q . Can we assume that George Bush's name was on 
the list? 

MR. HARTMANN: Yes, you can assume it. I am not 
going to confirm it. 

Q I have talked to friends of Don Rumsfeld who 
have said they were called by the FBI over the weekend. 
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MR. HARTMANN: You can put together all the pieces 
you want, but the President does not wish to specify -- since 
you now know whom he selected, he doesn't want to be too 
specific about who was on the semifinals and the finals and 
all of, that. 

Q Bob, before we leave that, he felt it was 

not necessary to have the FBI check into possibly derogatory 

information on those Members of Congress who were on the, li"s~,? 


MR. HARTMANN: No. Had he wound up with an elec~ed 
Member of the' Congress, a Senator or a Member of the Houee as 
his final choice" there would of -courSe have been some kind' of a 
check, but to do this to people who were not going to be his 
final choice at a point when he didn't know for sure, would 
have been a disseTvice to them and probably would have cut 
across the bounds of separation of powers. 

Q Bob, I am still not clear. These three then were 
not his final three? He did not narrow the list down to three? 

MR. HARTMANN: No. 

Q There were, more on this list? 

MR. HART~TN: There were in the neighborhood of 
half a dozen at that point. 

Q As of last Friday, still h~lf a dozen? 

MR. HARTMANN: As of the time he talked to the 
Director of the FBI. 

Q If he had decided to name a Member of the Congress 
he would have had that one investigated by the FBI? 

MR. HARTMANN: He would have added that one, yes. 

Q ,Then by the process of deduction, you would 
have three Members ,of Congress on that final list, I would 
assume, from what you- said about t,he FBI check. Three elected 
officials? 

MR. HARTMANN: Elected people, yes. 

Q Excuse me, then, Bob; this exception was not 
just to Members of Congress but to elected officials that he 
felt it might not be quite - 

MR. HARTMANN: Since I don't know what the list is, I 
am somewhat at a disadvantage in answering that question, as to 
what the larger lis't included, - but he did give them three names 
to begin a quick check on and none of these three names' were 
Members of Congress. That is the fact as I know it. 
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Q And one of them, was RQckefeller? 

. MR. HARTMANN: 
'., . 

One was Rockefelle~..... ,. , . 

Q 
or something? 

Bob 
" "', :.;'.~ .~S- this .going to be. a $.~re1t; forever kep1: 

, . 
MR. HARTMANN: No one, so far as I know, has ever 

got th~ stgpy- co~p~~~JY str~ght abou~ the nomination of 
Gerald R., F9;'~'.d T~re', bas:been a great many, veritiee ,and: ':' 
I think it w'Oltld: do a dis'service to those who were not,,' . " 
selected. After all, this was the President's private decision 
and I didn't k09w myse;Lfuntil I met with the President first 
thing this morhing who'the selection was. 
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Q Bob, when is the first time that Mr. Rocke
feller was told by the Presidept of the United States that 
he was the nominee? - ' ., 

., -'MR. HARTMANN: Told by the President? 

Q Yes. 

MR. HARTMANN: When be came into the White House 

this morning, came into that little office off the Oval 

Office. 

Q What time was that, 9:~5 or so? 
.', -". ~ . 

MR. HARTMANN: It was certainly before the 8:30 

meeting with the legislative_leaders. 


Q He didn't get there until after 9. 

MR. HARTMANN: Pardon me, it was after the meeting 
broke up. I learned about it before that meeting, but when 
the meeting in the Cabinet Room broke up, the President went 
back and they were setting up the TV and all in the Oval 
Office and went into the small sitting room off the Oval 
Office and Governor Rockefeller was there, and Mrs. Ford. 
That was the first time the Governor was told flat out 
by the President. 

Q What time would that have been? 

q 9:301 

MR. HARTKAIX: It was shortly before 10. ten or 
15 miautee before 10. 

Q Well, they had time to call the former 
President. 

MR. HARTMANN: The President placed a call then to 
President Nixon in California and told him and then put the 
Governor on the phone, and he spoke also with President 
Nixon. 

Q Was that the first word President Nixon had 
gotten? 

MR. HARTMANN: To the best of my knowledge. 

Q He hadn't been alerted by anyone else in the 
White House? 

MR. HARTMANN: Not by me. 
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Q Was he consulted on the appointment? 

MR. HARTMANN: Not to my knowledge. 

Q Were there any other Governors on the list? 

MR. HARTMANN: How long a list are we talking 
about? 

Q How about the list of the three names to the 
FBI? 

. MR. HARTMANN: We can play this game on the last 
three names until you know them. ,/ 

Q Well, five know they weren't selected. Is 
there really any harm in saying who the six were now that 
it is over? 

MR. HARTMANN: Yeu can ask the President that. 

Q You are not autherized to reveal it? 

MR. HARTMANN: I am not authorized to do it, and 
I would rather just go back a little now and tell you how 
this began. 

Q Are yeu specifically erdered not to. reveal 
them by the President? 

MR. HARTMANN: No, I just understand that the 
President doesn't want it revealed right now. 

Q Could we put a question through Jerry to 
see, or maybe you, to specifically ask the President whether 
these names can be revealed at some point? 

MR. HARTMANN: Sure. Why don't you let me finish 
what I have to say? I don't want to get into the Press 
Secretary's role and, of course, you can put a question to 
the Press Secr·e"tary, but he W2I.G not present in my discussions 
with the President a~out this matter over the last few 
days, nor in my discussions with the President just recently 
about this briefing, so he can't answer those questions 
either right now until he has an opportunity to talk to 
the President. 

Before we have the questiens, let me finish just 
a little play-by-play on this. 

When the President started upon this, which was 
one of the first things he did upen being sworn in, as you 
know, he asked certain categories of people to submit to 
him by last Wednesday night their first, second and third 
choices in sealed envelopes and my personal secretary and 
I were given custody of those envelopes and he did not 
see them until Friday evening. 
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She tabulated these different categories and the 
first thing he asked to see were totals without the names 
of the nominator, but just by categories; that is~to say, 
the Cabinet, the Republican Members of the Senate, the 
Republican Members of the House, Republican Governors, 
members of the Republican National Committee, and others. 

Q Could you go through those categories one 
more time? 

MR. HARTMANN: Members of the Cabinet and 
Counsellors, Republican Members of the Senate -- this is, 
incidentally, in no order of precedence -- Republ'ican 
Members of the House, Republican Governors, members" of 
the Republican National Committee and others, solicited 
and unsolicited. 

In addition to those categories, as you all 
know, he asked that certain Members of the Congress and 
others come in and talk with him about it and, a's' you 
know, on Sunday a week ago, I believe it was, there was 
quite a parade of people inhere. 

He conferred with a number of leaders in the 
Congress. ·I don't have that complete list with me, ',and 
in addition to the Congressional people, it included Mel 
Laird and George Bush and Bryce Harlow. I guess that is 
all that were not Members of Congress .. 

When he had seen the tabulations in these groups 
and the total tabulations, which of courSe were unweighted; 
that is to say, a great proportion and total number of votes 
came from either the House of Representatives or the 
National Committee, many few,er from Senators and many fewer 
from Governors. so the grand total was really kind of 
meaningless. 

You found that there was no· one who led all the 
lists, but the Goverhors, as you might expect, would tend 
to have a Governor or former Governot' as their favorite 
and the Senators 'would lean heavily towards somebody who 
had a background in the Senate or was'presently in the 
Senate. , , 

The House the same.way, and the National Committee, 
of course, had an affinity for someone associated with the 
National Committee, so that it was much more meaningful 
for him to study the totals by group than it. was a grand 
total. The grand total was more or less meaningless. 

Having done.~ that,' he continued to confer with 
people, sometimes in 'unscheduled private visits' and some
times, here in the office or on the golf course or' by the 
telepho'ne. I can t t keep track of all the telephone calls ,. 
so don't try to ask me about who those were, except I do 
know that 'he did confer with the Speaker and Senator 
Mansfield and with Mr. Rhodes and Senator Scott. 
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I guess Mr'. Rhodes and Senator Scott were ;n to , 
see him on that Sunday, but he did confer with the Democratic 
leaders of the House and Senate, the Speaker, Mr. O'Neill 
and Senator Mansfield. 

Q This was just this last Friday you are 

talking ab'ol:lt, that he looked at the tabulations, just 

three days ago? 


MR. HARTMANN: Yes. He really started to focus 

on this at that point, other than the earlier private 

talks that he had. 


From that point, the next step in the process 
was to a:sk the Director of the FBI to Siv~ him a fast check 
on certain names of those who were "not" elected Members of 
Congress,from which he got back a negative report. 

Q When? 

MR. HARTMANN: Yesterday. 

Q On all three? 

MR. HARTMANN: On all three. 

Q By negative report, I assume that means 
there was nothing' b~d in the report about them? 

MR. HARTMANN: No, there was nothing established 
to be derogatory. 

Q Did he also ask for an IRS report? 

MR. HARTMANN: I don't believe he did so spe~ifi
cally, but that is part of the FBI report. 

Then yesterday, before taking off for Chicago, 
he asked his counsel, Mr. Buchen, to take a list 'of five 
names, or six, as I think I told those of you who were on the 
pool on the aircraft, to the Special Prosecutor to ascertain 
if the Special Prosecutor had any charges pending or any 
derogatory informatiori against any of those names. 

Q When was that? 

MR. HARTMANN: Before we took off for Chicago 
yesterday, early in the morning, 8 0 v cI9.ck, around, there. 

After he returned, at 5 or 6 o'clock yesterday 
evening, Mr. Buchen r'eported back' to the 'President that the 
Special Prosecutor had assured him that there was no 
derogatory information directed ~gainst any of those names. 
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Q Pid ypu say that l;st.:<was five or six that 
went to the.Sp~ctal P~o,secufor? ,," -' 

MR. HARTMANN: I believe it was' 'five,· but· l.t 

could have been as many as six. 


C. Q . '. What, would. be. conside:red .derQgatQ:r;'Y?
. '. " . .) 

, 
MR. HARTMANN: If they had any charges against 


them.. The Speoi~~. Prosecutop P?rt, Watergate-related

charges 
0 .• 

Q Had he eliminated at that point one of 

those unde:r consideration. if hesent.on1y five? ,


'.. I :.., .' 

MR. aMTMANN: (: r.· don't know _,; I can' t~nswer . '. ,
that. 

Q She means the list, had it dropped from six 
to five? 

MR. HARTMANN: No, I am just unclear as to 
whether it was five or six that he ~.ent over· to the Special 
Prosecutor. 

Q In any e~e~t, these were th~iina1ists. 

MR. ' HARTMANN:, Thes,e, wene the o~es he· was goiJ?g 
to pick one of them from, yes. 

Q Wa~ there any' ranking in the tabu1atioJ?s. 
that made any sense that you could look at the tabulations 
and these were the five or six finalists? :.:" 

t MR. HARTMANN: The tabulations did not necessarily 
conform -- well, first, let me say" his finalists were 
never ranked any. place but in his own head, as far as I 
know, but he was, yes, guided by the tabulations. But as 
you might imagil?e, Goverl)or Rockefeller did not lead.a11 
the categori~s.. . . 

There were thofile~ng 'the finalists who were 
rather low down in the numerical. tapu1ations.. 

Q Did he personally call these five or six to 
put to them the same questions that he put to Rockefeller 
on Saturday? 

.,; , 

MR. HARTMANN: No, sir, he did not. 

Q He oa11ed on Rockefeller? 
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MR. HARTMANN: To the best of mY'kl?owledge he 
I. . ' personally called only·Rockefelle~. 

Q Ea~lier you said he was 'asking Rocky' ·the same 
questions he asked some of ,the' others.;' . 

MR. HARTMANN: lfe had,tal~ed to:some of the others 
many times during his Presidency. 

Q Well, was his callio Rockefeller on 

Saturday caused by the .story that was going arouhd town? 


.MR.- HARTMANN:' That was one of the rea:a'onsfor 

the placing of the call, ·yes. It w'asn' t that h'e 'called 

him to tip him off that he had made :a decision',bec'ause 

he hadn't at that point. 


Q' And then having him on the phone he asked 

him certain' questions? .~ . 


MR. HARTMANN: That is coITect. 

Q Can you tell us what any of those questions 
. were?· 

MR.. HARTMANN::, No, I think you will have to direct 
those questions to the President • 

. .'. 
Q Bob, was Governor Rockefeller then the 


leading candidate on Saturday, not the only one, perhaps, 

but the only one that he' felt necessary to·talk to in 

person about it at that time? 


MR. HARTMANN: No, he was obviously one of 

those· ,under consideration; and the story bItOke and the 

President talked to him. 


.Q. But the Saturday,so..called smear story was 

the .immedi.te reason).for .the call;; is that 'What you 

are suggesting? 


M~. HA.RTMMlN: -'-Yes • 

. Q Out of that came the genera~questioning? 

. MR. ' HARTMANN: rYes, he asleed him "a: bunch of other 
quest;i.ons, too, which he would be expected to ask. 

MORE 



- 12 

Q Bob, I am a little curious about the real 
reasons for all these tabulations and soliciting of a wide 
range of opinion since some finalists figured relatively low, 
but they were still finalists. Is this actually more of a 
way of letting the various Republican officials and those 
around the country and here in Washington feel they are being 
consulted? They don't appear to have been very significant. 

MR. HARTMANN: One, it gave him a feel for the 
reception which the candidate might receive in his confirmation 
when you looked at the Senators' choices and the Members of 
the House choices, and, two, he probably -- and here again I say 
I am not going to put myself inside his head __ but it certainly 
gave me, as I lOOked at them, an idea which candidates had 
some support in all elements of the party and which were 
limited to one or two elements. \ 

Q Could I follow that? If Governor Rockefeller 

did not lead in all categories, focusing on the Senate and 

the House, did he fare pretty well in each of those chambers 

and was there any kind of veto, you know, I1Anybody but 

Rockefeller ll 

, recommendations out of that body? 


MR. HARTMANN: There were none in the form that was 

sent in on paper. Of course I can't speak as to the private 

conversations, whether they were both negative and positive. 


But I am sure that cut both ways with all the 
candidates. 

Q But we have been told by interviewing people 

on the Hill that he was not first in the House. Was he in 

the Senate? Did he rank up there at the top or very high? 


MR. HARTMANN: Let me say that he had solid support
in all the categories. 

Q Bob, could you give us a brief summary of the 
criteria the President applied to his choice of Vice President? 

MR. HARTMANN: I think he answered that himself for 
you, Pete, when he said he would make a good President. 

Q Could you go into more detail, please? 

MR. HARTMANN: Again, I am not going to put myself 
in the President's head. He never laid down any specific 
criteria to me because he wasn't asking me -- he did include me 
on his list, I guess of those he wanted to submit ballots, but 
I didn't submit one. I submitted a guess in a sealed envelope, 
and said this is not my choice but a guess. 
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Q Were you right? 

MR. HARTMANN: I won't tell., :,1 

Q Was the oVerwhelming criterion then whether 

the man could step into the'Presidency on a momentts notice? 


~'", . 

;"'. MR. HARTMANN: Yes~ sir; I am convinced 'that it was. You 
had better ask'him again, but I am convinced it was. 

Q Let me 'ask another questionlin termeof the 
House: and Senate. Did Rockef~ller lead in the HouSe, or'did 
he definitely not lead in.the House? Did he'lead in the Senate 
or not lead in the Senate? 

MR. HARTMANN; .oIi, you can poll the Republican 
Members of the House on it, I suppose their opinions today might 
be a little different'from their'ballots and I ,wouldn't want 
to embarrass them. ; ':.\ 

,. 
Q You are,·not,.going, to s.~y he actually led in the 

House or Senate? 

MR. HARTMANN: No 'f am not. .'~ . ., 
. "' 

Q . 'Are you finished with the chronology qn how:,. 
he came to his decision? 

MR. HARTMANN: I have a couple of other things I 
want to add'tothe story. 

• ,I ; .• 

Q Can we stick for a minute on the meeting 
between Buchen and th~, SJ?ecial~~<?secutor ~ s, Office? Was 
that between Buchen' arid Jaworski?' How "long"did they meet? 
Were there any neg~,'GiY~.lr,~l>0I"ts from J~wqrski~ on anY'of the 
people? 

MR. HARTMANN: , There were no negative reports from 
Jaworski on any of the ,'p,~,ople'. '~qw',~~ng 1;,~eYJI}et, I don'1: know. 
I was in Chicago. 'r " '_, " 

, r '." 
Q It was Jaworski? 

MR. HARTl1A.NN: That was,my.understanding from Buchen. 

Q To' ,foJ,low up, if ,the Pres'ident:,:,felt there was 
something wrong with the FBI investigating people who held 
legislative office" tha,.t: this ,~omehow violat~d' s~paration of 
powers 3 why did he,' think contacting the Spe,cial Prosecutor didh't 
violate separation of powers? '. 

MR. HARTMANN: That is a good question. You know how 
sensitive Congress is to having the FBI itf possession even of 

MORE 

../ 

http:HARTl1A.NN


- 14 

information about them, and he knows that, and as long as the 
guy wasn't going to get the apple for sure, he wasn't going 
to do that until he had to. 

I can't answer the other part of your question. 
Maybe it was just one of those inconsistent situations 
which most of us.sometimes fall into. The Special Prosecutor 
is a special case. He could not have made his final decision 
without clearing up this aspect of it because everyone of the 
finalists was a working member of the Republican Party for the 
last five and one-half years and you would all have jumped 
allover us, I am sure, if he hadn't. done that. 

But he couldn't give the Special Prosecutor just one 
name, because that would announce his decis.ion. 

Q Bob, could I follow up either question on the 
criteria. Some people at the White House had sort of spread 
the word that he was looking for a man who would be young 
enough to serve as Vice President for six years and then be 
in a position to run himself in 1980. Rockefel+er would be 72 -

MR. HARTMANN: I think the President's deq~sion 
answers that question, Ron. He was not looking for the 
survival of the Republican Party, but of the Eepublic if 
anything happens to him. 

Q Well, this raises a question, too. Does this 
mean he has plans to keep Rockefeller as Vice President for 
two years instead of six? 

MR. HARTMANN: Your guess· is as good as mine. 

Q Did he trade off his desire to have a younger 
man for other considerations? 

MR. HARTMANN: I don't know, Ron, what went on in 
his head. I only know where it came out. I really don't know 
what went on in his head. I have done the same kind of specu
lating in my own mind without any more information than I have 
now. 

Q Before we get away from it, I gather where we 
left it was that Rockefeller was the only one of the five or 
six,whatever it was, that he ever talked to personally? 

MR. HARTMANN: He wouldn't have talked to any of 
them, I am sure, if this matter hadn't come up. 

Q Why not? 

MR. HARTMANN: I mean at that stage of the game. 
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Q Did he ever talk to any of the others at any 
stage? 

MR. HARTMANN: Well, as you know, he was talking 
to some of the others that were prominently mentioned fre
quently. 

Q About other business, but what about this? 

MR. HARTMANN: I don't know. I wasn't there. Maybe 
he asked them some leading questions about this matter, too. 
I don't know. 

Q You saw the totals. What was the total number 
of ballots that were submitted? 

MR. HARTMANN: It was in the neighborhood of 1,000. 

Q How many of those were Rockefeller? You can 
tell us that, can't you? 

MR. HARTMANN: Wait a minute; let me pull that back. 
When you added firsts, seconds and thirds, you had a total of 
about a thousand mentions of people. So it was 300 and some 
individuals heard from. 

Q In any category, within place and show? 

MR. HARTMANN: Yes. 

Q How many mentioned Rockefeller within that 
thousand, Bob, roughly? 

MR. HARTMANN: Well, Rockefeller was up at the top 
of the list when you did grand totals, yes. 

Q Up at the top or close to the top? 

MR. HARTMANN: Close to the top. 

Q Among these categories what was his average 
place? 

MR. HARTMANN: We have some statisticians here, but as 
I said, he didn't approach this in a statistical way and knowing 
that, I didn't fiddle with statistics. 

Q Let's go back to chronology. 

MR. HARTMANN: Last evening after he received the 
assurance of Mr. Buchen from Mr. Jaworski that there was 
nothing in the Special Prosecutor's files that affected any of 
these five or six people, he then at some point prior to 
Al Haig's call to Governor Rockefeller, made his decision. 
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Now I do not know what that precise moment w~s. 

Q When did you last see him last night? 

MR. HARTMANN: You mean yesterday, when did I last 

see him? Is ,thatl, what you mean? 


Q Yes. 

MR. HARTt-'f.ANN: The last time I saw him last night 

was at the reception he had over in the Residence' for the old 

Vice Presidential Secret Service detail. 


Q Do you know to t.1hom he' communicated that 

decision? Did he call any Congressional leaders? Did he call 

anybody on it? 


... 
MR. HAR,TMANN: 'The first COJIUilunication of th~t 

decision other ~han this phone call from General Haig to 
Rockefeller, was, I believe, during the legislative leaaers' 
meeting this mOl'l'ning wh_en he informed the bipartisan lead~rship. 

Q Did he t~ll General Haig why he wanted to 

see Rockefeller? 


MR. H.ARTMANN: 'I' don't know that, but General Haig 
is a pretty smart fellow and I imagine he got the point. 

Q You si'd'di "~t the beginning of, this that General 
Haig told him to be down here this morning? 

MR. HARTMANN: Well" I ,don,' t know if he put it 
exactly that way. The President would like to see him at 
10:30 or something like that. 

Q Wasn't there some point 'when Governor Rockefeller 
accepted? 

MR. HARTMANN; Yes, that must have been about five 
minutes before we went into the room. 

Q, Ybu mean he was called down here without the 
assurance that he would accept? -', 

MR. HARTMANN: I assume that he got that assurance in 
that Saturday call, but I am assuming that; I don't know. 

Q But you are saying to your knowledge Haig did 
not tell Rockefell,r last nigbt over thephon~? 

" 

MR. HARTMANN: I don't know. I haven't talked to 
General Haig about this call. All I got was from the President 
that he asked General Haig to do this. 
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Q Can you find out, Bob,a:kind of key point 
here that we don't have? Were there actually six names 
sent:t~ the Special Prosecutor? 

MR. HARTMANN: Does it really make a difference? 

Q Yes. 
t, 'I: 

, f .. •• 

.Q; Did General Haig sugges't that the Governor 
bring his wife? 

MR. HARTMANN: His wife was invited and she was una,ble 
to .get ready,in 'time,· I guess, to get down here that fast~ 

Q Can you'tell us the exact way the President 
told Rockefeller the word? 

MR. HARTMANN: No, I really can't. David Kennerly 
was in my way snapping pictures. (Laughter.) 

Q Do you have any more on the chronology? 

MR. HARTMANN: I have one more rather important 
announcement, I think. This morning just before he brought 
Governor ROCkefeller into the Oval Office, in fact while 
Governor ROCkefeller was talking to former President Nixon, 
the President called George Bush from another telephone in my 
office and told him of his decision. 

As Chairman of the Party and so forth, he was entitled 
to a little advance notice. 

Q Did he also call Rumsfeld? 

MR. HARTMANN: Ambassador Rumsfeld was in the room 
with the rest of the Cabinet and White House staff that he told 
after telling the bipartisan leadership and before bringing the 
Governor into the Roosevelt Room. 

Q What was the look on Rumsfeld's face when he told 
him? 

MR. HARTMANN: Well, I wasn't exactly looking at him at 
the time but he seemed to be very happy about the whole thing
afterwards. 

Q Vhat diQ he tell Bush and what did Bush reply? 

MR. HARTMANN: I only heard half of his end of the 
conversation and I haven't seen George. 
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Q What did he say to Bush? 

MR. HARTMANN: He just said he had made his deeis,ion 
and told him what it was and said it was a very tough decision, 
and he thought it was best for the country, and I don't know 
what was said. 

Q Did the President talk with Dr. Kissinger about 
this on a one-on-one basis and to what extent was the foreign 
policy consideration a factor in this choice? 

MR. HARTMANN: I think that is a question you will 
have to ask Dn. X{ssinger or the President. Dr. Kissinger was 
pres~nt in the' Cabinet room, and he had been with the President 
before the President met with Governor Rockefeller. 
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Q My question was, did he talk to Dr. 
Kissinger in advance of making his choice? 

MR. HARTMANN: He has been ~alking to Dr. 
Kissinger four or five times a day. 

Q On this subject? 

MR. HARTMANN: About thissubj ect ,'I do not 
know. He asked all of the Cabinet to give him their 
views, and I am sure they all did, "'but mostly' by word of 
mouth. 

Q When he talked to Rockefeller on the phone on 
Saturday" he put to him questions: about the smear, but 
presumably other questions about potential embarrassment, 
you know, what we have corne to call, if you like, Eagleton 
questions. Were any .similar questions asked of any of 
these other candida~es, direct questions about whether 
there was anything embarrassing in th~ir background, 
giving them the impression they might be under consideration? 

MR. HARTMANN: Not to my knowledge, but he has 
talked to some of the other candidates so frequently that 
I don't know. 

Q Bob, at the other end of the process, this 
chronology) when did he start thinking about a Vice, 
President? 

MR. HARTMANN: As soon as he got over the shock 
of being President. He mentioned the matter the first 
day, I believe, in one way or another. 

Q How did he mention it? 

MR. HARTMANN: He said it was one of the first 
things he ,was going to do, and he was going to try to do it 
that first week. But as you know, he didn't get it done 
that first week. 

Q Did you ever hear him talk about it before 
he became President? 

MR. HARTMANN: No. 

Q Did Cyprus sidetrack him to any extent 
from this search? 

crow
were 

MR. HARTMANN: 
ded up the time in t
many others. 

That was 
he past week. 

one of the things that 
As you know" there 
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Q Did the Long report, this statement by 
Long about Rockefeller, di9 that h~ve an effect in delaying 
it until today? 

MR. HARTMANN: I don't think that contributed 
any appreciabie delay. The pheck out by 'the Specia~ 
Prosecutor was done rather speedily.' 

I' 

Q It was more Cyprus that delayed it than 
lies? ;rt was supposed to be a we~k or ten days., .. 

,. : 

MR. ftARTMANN: Cyprus,chewed up an awful lot of' 
his time this past 'week. 

Q Bob, maybe you answered this question, but 
I want to ask it c;igain.' The same questions that he asked, , 
Rockefeller on Saturday, did' he ask any, other man these 
same questions? ' 

MR. HARTMANN: The 'answer is, not to my knowledge.' 
He told me of asking some'questions of Rockefeller during 
that Saturday talk. He did not tell ,'me, nor has ~ny6ne 
else told me, that he had' asked any other questions. 

Q In connection with that, has the President 
talked to Mr. Rockefeller"either on Saturday, or anytime ' 
since~about the role he envisions for Rockefeller as Vice 
President in his Admini,stration? Perhaps that is one of 
the subjects that 'wasdiscuss~d on Saturday or maybe this 
morning. Do you kl10w anything about it? ' , 

MR. HARTMANN: No, I t.hink that is a bridge to 
be crossed whenC\~d :}i~ G9~erl)or Rockefeller is confirmed" 
and meanwhile, we have a "lot, Of9ther things to do ,and 
worry about. 

Q Governor Rocke'feller said they did talk 
about it "but n9t ~ a..~y detail. , , 

;',' . 

MR. HARTMANN: That is right. I mean, you know, 
I want to be all the help lean to you. 

Q Since, ,.the criterion was fitness or quali
fication to step in 'ci~d :be President, do we 'have bere a 
situation where in effect these other meri were being 
measured against Rockefeller's seniority ,and depth 
experience? 

MR. HARTMANN: If so, it was inside his head, and 
I can't speak to that. 

, , 
Let'me go back to,your questipn about the role 

he would playas Vice Pres ident . S'efore that happens, of 
course, he has to run a very difficult gauntlet, which 
nobody in the world knows bett,er than the Pres ident and 
about a half dozen or dozen people who assisted the 
President when he was a Member of Congress in getting 
through the first test of the Twenty-fifth Amendment 
route to becoming a Vice President. 
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Knowing that this is only the second time this 
process has occurred under the Constitution and that he 
and a handful of his friends and staff were the sole 
possessors of the guidelines for this process from the 
nominee's point of view, the President, when he met with 
the Governor after the announcement, offered him the 
services of all of those of his staff, including me and 
the others who were with him during the hearings, to assist 
him in preparing for these hearings to the extent 
that we can. 

Now, specifically, he assigned Richard T. Burress, 
who has been Assistant to the Vice President during the 
past eight months in charge of our legislative liaison, to 
be the liaison man between the White House and Governor 
Rockefeller and his staff on the preparation for the 
hearings simply so that he can make available what we know 
about going this route. 

Q That doesn't include Cramer; does it? 

MR. HARTMANN: Well, Bill Cramer isn't a member. 
We can't direct what Bill Cramer does. The Governor is 
aware and if he wants Bill Cramer's advice, I am sure Bill 
will be glad to give it to him. 

Q Bob, does the President enV1S1on a substantive 
role for the Vice President? Does he expect that he 
will be in charge of certain parts of the Government without 
getting entirely specific? 

MR. HARTMANN: We haven't talked about that, but 
you go back and read what he said his vision of the Vice 
Presidency was, and I suppose it hasn't changed very 
much. 

Q In connection with the Congressional 
hearings, President Ford, when he was there, made available 
to the committee a complete financial statement. Do you 
expect that Governor Rockefeller will do the same thing, 
make a complete statement of his net worth? 

MR. HARTMANN: That is up to Governor Rockefeller 
and the committee. 

Q Does the President have any thoughts about 
whether this should be done? 

MR. HARTMANN: The President has already indicated 
what he thinks should be done by what he did. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, sir. 

END (AT 2:55 P.M. EDT) 




