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Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

U.S.- JORDANIAN JOINT STATEMENT

His Majesty King Hussein I of Jordan paid a visit to Washington August 15-18,
at the invitation of the President. The President and His Majesty conferred
at the White House and the President hosted a dinner in honor of His Majesty
and Queen Alia. The President expressed his pleasure that His Majesty was
the first Head of State to visit Washington jn the new administration. His
Majesty also conferred with the Secretaries of State and Defense and met with
members of Congress. His Majesty was accompanied by the Prime Minister
of Jordan, Mr. Zaid Rifai,

The talks were held in the atmosphere of friendship and understanding tradi-
tional in relations between the United States and Jordan, The President and
His Majesty pledged that the two countries will continue to work closely to-
gether for the achievement of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East, The
President stressed the continuity of United States' policy in this regard as in
all other aspects of American foreign policy and affirmed his commitment

that the United States would continue its determined efforts to help bring a
peace settlement in the Middle East. The discussions between His Majesty
and the President and Secretary of State were a constructive contribution to the
consultations now underway looking toward the next stage in negotiations for a
just and durable peace in the Middle East. It was agreed that these consulta-
tions will continue with a view to addressing at an appropriately early date
the issues of particular concern to Jordan, including a Jordanian-Israeli
disengagement agreement,

The President and His Majesty reaffirmed the close ties of friendship between

the United States and Jordan and pledged to continue their efforts to strengthen
the bonds which join the two countries in mutually beneficial cooperation.
Specifically, His Majesty and the President recalled that the joint U, S, -Jordanian
statement issues June 18 at the end of President Nixon's visit to Amman an-
nounced that Jordan and the United States agreed to establish a Joint Commis -
sion to oversee and review at a high level the various areas of cooperation be-
tween the two countries. In fulfilling this agreement, the U.S. and Jordan

have pledged to make every effort to expedite the development of an effective
structure of cooperation and have agreed on the following concrete steps:

The United States and Jordan have established a general Jordan-United States
Joint Commission under the chairmanship of the Jordanian Prime Minister and
the U.S. Secretary of State. The first meetings of this Commission were held
during the Prime Minister's visit to Washington August 5-8 and August 16-17
during which promising areas of mutual interest were identified.

The Commission will sponsor a meeting on economic development, trade and
investment before the end of the year to review plans for Jordan's economic
development and identify additional areas in which the United States can be of
assistance. Work will begin immediately in Amman and Washington to prepare
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for this meeting. The Commission will also explore possibilities for increased
American private participation in Jordan's economic development and ways of
increasing trade between the two countries. Mr, Daniel Parker will head the
American Delegation to the economic meeting, which will also include repre-
sentation from various government agencies, The Jordanian Economic Delega-
tion will be headed by Dr. Khalil Salem, President of the National Planning
Council,

The Commission will arrange meetings on military assistance and supply prob-
lems at a mutually acceptable date to review implementation of continuing U. S.
assistance to the Jordanian Armed Forces and to advance planning for future
assistance., Jordan's Chief of Staff, Major General Zaid bin Shaker, and the
Assgistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, Ambassador
Robert Ellsworth, will head the respective delegations.

It was further agreed that Jordan and the United States will give attention to the
means by which educational, cultural and scientific cooperation between the two
countries can be enhanced.

Finally, the President and His Majesty agreed that they would remain in close
contact with each other with a view to giving their full support to the efforts
being made to achieve peace in the Middle East and to the further strengthening
of the ties between their two countries.

His Majesty expressed the hope that the President would be able to visit Jordan
at some future date., The President said he would be happy to do so.
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