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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 10, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

August 9, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

Just as President Nixon kept up the business of government so long as he was 
President, I know each of you has worked diligently to carry out the respon­
sibilities you hold. I am sure you have a feeling of sorrow, as I do, but you 
can also take pride in the many constructive accomplishments made by the 
Nixon Administration. 

Some of you may now want to pass your responsibilities on to others. But I 
need your help. I ask each of you to continue to carryon the mission of your 
agency and to give me the advice I need as I take on my new responsibilities. 

I have asked some friends whose counsel I respect to help me with the transi­
tion. They will form a bridge for me to my Vice Presidential staff office and 
to the officials of the Executive Branch until a permanent organization is es­
tablished. I ask your help and cooperation for them as well as myself. 

President Nixon fought long and with all his might to serve the American people 
well, ending his Presidency with a seUless and courageous act. You can still 
serve him and the Nation by helping me to carryon the essential functions of 
the Pre sidency. I will hold a Cabinet meeting Saturday morning at 10:00 a. m. 
I will meet with heads of other government agencies and with the sub-cabinet 
as soon as my schedule permits. 

Gerald R. Ford 
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