
The original documents are located in Box 2, folder “Nixon Pardon – Correspondence” of 
the Benton L. Becker Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Benton Becker donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Benton L. Becker, Esq. 
Cramer Haber & Becker 

475 L'Enfant Plaza, S. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20024 

Dear Benton, 

420 East 64th Street 

New York, New York 10021 
September 9 , 1974 

I thought that you would enjoy this clipping from today's New Vorlk Times. 

Congratulations on your accomplishments to date. After se~en years, my name may not 

ring a bel:i, but we worked together at the Justice Dept. in the Frauds Section . 

ne pilbTicfrml!rr ana -ff"'" na111. flJ 1itlnr Rlcftl~ "J:~ton ror Itt . C'Jt• Bet\totl 1:. aec~.""iii"' • . . .~ .._.If"'-. •-ll...ifllf!!1 MM!I'~J!Iltt (""""''.£.- -~"-'u..l,. .,. •• ., .... ......,..., • '!!!'~~-- . - ~ 

~ecrswn, lookmg occ!lslonally tenses agamst t~e Umt.ec! with Mr. Nixon and his aw-~ ... ~ ~~!\ 
ct I mto the camerasf wh1ch were States Which he, R1chard N1x- yers. Mr. Becker, a friend ot dur\ng his study of the matte~ ,: .• , 

filming the event or later show· on, has committed or taken both the President and Mr. had Mr. Ford tclked to Mr ~ • 

11spr.ct ~~ lng. He spokes of the dlftlculty part In during the period frorr Buchen, went to San Cle· Nixon and that the detlslon ~· ·~~ 
1r. Nixon • of the decision. Jan. 20, 1969, through Aug. 9 mente last week and advised go ahead with tht pard<ii'l h , 

at he can "To procrastinate, to agonize 1974." Mr. Nixon that he probably been based on the be1lef 'th · ',tf 

forced to and to walt for a mort! favor- Mr. Buchen tater briefed re· would recel•;e a pardon. Mr. "it was very likely" ¥r. Nbt ~., .l 

:nnlng trial able turn o~ events ~~at !nay porters on the events Ieadinr Nixon told Mr. Becker, eit~er would have been indicted a~tt .,fi.t 

rmer aides never come, he said, or more up to today·s action. Sittinr petsonally or through an a1de, ordered to stand trial. ' ,J t:···""1" 
ton of jus- compelling eltternal pressures ' ' 

1 

I r • 
• case. The that may a8 well be wrong as . · . .• . , ·~:. .. t 

ready sub- right, is itself a decision of sorts L . 3 6 I L. . f 2 Pre'· Sll' de·· n4 t~ I ~ 
· President and a weak and pot!nt!ally awyer, ,· S lalSQn Or ' P;V: 
ed to open dangerous course for a Presl· . · ·, : ·oa 

~ixon, hav- dent to follow." • ,. · ~~ b 

cannot de· Of President :Nixon And his ' ... PltiLtP SHABECOFF Mr. Becker, while strTtng tft!';'l . 

~r the Fifth family Mr Ford said· "Theirs u~ II Th N y • n th~ Justice Depllrtment at alfl IIJ 

• • • • Sptola o • "' or. m.. 1 Att .,...,. .-...:t.ol ~'' 

Jrotects c1t· Is an American tragedy in Ass stant omey ucn.,nai, . · , 

: rlmination. which we all have played ~ WASHINGTON, Sept. 8-Ben- worked on a crtmlnat case~'!·.! 

today was part. .It . could ~0 on and Ml ton L. Becker1 the yol1ng law- against the late Adam Cliytdfl.;~~ 

m the posi- and on, or someone must write yer who actea as Intermediary Powell. . . 1 • ) , ,. •<> 

eyed as he 'The End' to ft. I have concluded between Pr~sident Ford and Mr. Becker, In private p~H. · 

esidency on that only 1 can do that " former Pre1udent ltlchard M. tlce represented Joel Kline aftti~nW 

He pointe« out that there Nixon in th,e negotiations that Eric Saer, defendants ,fn a r81""l1 

done about was no historical or legal t>tl!ce- led to today s pa~don announce- cent stock 11lanlpulation <all!. !'~l 

rl'tleJ; Prest- dent for hhn to follow. Never ment, was descnbed by a for- Both men were convicted. Mi.' !..:l 

en · a major before had t ~!lldent resigned mer colleague ,In the Justice Baer, who chanted lawyel'f; ae• 

lr. Nl.xon ad· from - office and never before Department as a real wheeler· cu8ed Mr. Becker or advts'"' 

nt M Aug. 5 had a foqtter President been dealer," him to give tal1e testimonY.. · Jo;r 

•d ft halt to faced with crftnlnal p~ecu The White House coun~l, Uter, Mr. Kline adertiilt .. .r1 

1 the Water- tlon. , Philip W. Buchen, who along 1 that he h~d ' Jiven faiR" eyh H l 

politlcal .as "Bltt,'; Mr. Ford said1. ''1\ Is with Mr. Ford sent. Mr. Becker dente about h1!l own flb«nclNr-1"? J 

ftcu~!'y rea· COOln\On knowledae that aerl· to San Clemente wtth. an offer records as a witness In anotf1tr U 

r1~s reletlsed ous allegation~ and l't\custtlorta of pardon for Mr. Nutan, de- trfal and that Mt~ Beeker hail .') ,. 1 
documented hant like a sword over our for. ilcrlbM him as "a very savvy knoWn about lt. The oth~~ ~; 

mer President's head, threaten· guy whose loyalty belongs to ' trial Involved eltt(lrtlon clrat'Jei ... ~'t 

. Ford's press lng his health •• he ttfell to the Oval Office." · Auocleted """ against Baltimore Coutrty E;f·,vJ 

tked 1\ug. 9 reshape his Jlfe, a treat plrt But most of Mr. Becker's Benton L. Becker ecutlve Dale N. Anderson. wS, ... ,~ 

would grant of whlch wu spetlt In the serv- professional associates reached s\Jcceeded former VIce Pre~~ {M 

out that the Ice of this country and by the today expressed surprise that Is also well connected to Mr dent . Spiro T. Agnew u ~tba . 

d addr~ssed mandate of Its .. people." , this relatively obscure lawyer, Nixon's lawyer, Herbert J. Mill~ county executive. { . ·,.a 
lis confmna- The words, threilteninl his who has come Into public no- er Both represented defendants Mr. Becker hall detlted' tht!.~­

ice President health," were not In Mr. ,Fotd's tlce recently as an attorney In· a case lnvo1ving a Washing- allegations o( both Mr. fla~r ~~"' 

Rulrs Com- prepared remarks, and his U· connected with a couple of ton company that was found and Mr. Kline. He said tod4f •1 
~>ar. sistants said later that he had fraud cases in the Washington guilty of defrauding lmpover· that he . had taken eiJht ' lie .~(I 

asked then added them because of the re· area, should emerge as a par- !shed slum dwellers detector test. he said proved.,.11 

'resident re- port~, that Mr. Nixon "Is not tlcipant In a historical mo- . Mr. Becker said today that he was truthful. , 1 'jj , ~\ 

rssor would well. ment. . , both he and Mr. Miller had Btlehed ,aflJied' 1 ·ll' '"'i 

to prevent a He then spoke of the un- Mr. Becker sa1d In a ~le- since been wotktnc hard ad· He al~o said that the- tests1.oc1 

ion or !?rose- M_r. Nixon and said that Mr. phone int~rview that he h~ ministering a fund to repay dl$proved another usertlon b)c . 

1er Pres1d~nt. N1xon, Instead of enjoying found it . a humbling exper1· the Inner city dwellers the Mr. Kline thU the two mea= 

taking off1ce, equal treatm. ent under th.e .. l1aw, enc~ to be on the ~ast Coast tosses ~ey suffered from deal· had discussed a county jud~-

-- --- talkmg to one PresuJent and lngs with the Monarch Com- ship for Mr. Becker in retu 

, - •1 ""'•• . . ., , . :? Y'~'f!l~'· *"" . .. ,., .,.\ . .. 12 hours l~ter be on the ,West pany, the concern involve~. for a paymi!nt of money. J.":'"'i 

._ ,.l . ,.,. -. .. ~~(';·' H ' 1f?''1•H~ Coast talkmg to another. PardOn In lilt llrlefease Becker said today that he ~d . 
. ~~ •t~J. . .~1 -.,.;~H ,.,_,; , Mr.. Becker, a 36-rear-bld discussed a jUdgeship , Wi\h 

~. r~ , . w "fl!t~•fkt. · , . . :~ ~~ .A/. Washmgton la~er, IS . w~ll Mr. Buch~n, who is alllo a Mr. Kline but added that there 

, -... •• ., •. ~'*i ·'{.', J-. ~l.t.,. • l; connected wlthm the. White long-tim~ fnend of Mr. Becker, was no talk of any payment. 

~·t to. Ui.rt · . '< ~~~'4.lt 1:ll ,' ;~~~ House. He Is a close fnend of asked him to help on the .re- In another telephone tnter,0:) 

~ ....... . . .,.._ ~.. i :1... ~ . . . ~4.\f ];.f} Mr. Ford, having known him search that led to the draftmg view, M~. Buc~r ~..aid +~t Mr. 

~ ... '· •. · .1 • •f ~-C. . . 0;~~~r.- c/f' for the last five years. of the par~ort for Mr. Nixon. Becker had informed Atm ofv,li 

. ,~ ~ -•• • ~~ . .h~'•i.aiJ; ~' . ''+ .,_ / The two men became ac- After meetmg with Mr. Ford, the~e. events and that he W!t, ~ .. ,, 
hi. !'-...... . · .•. ~~ • ., ~~~ ·,,, .. ,,.~\~. "-'t~ qualnted when Mr. Ford was Mr. Becker flew last Thursday sat1sf1ed Mr. Becker "'I!• ift t 

· ' .'> .~' •,u •r. ' ,. ,{;,h·~ .. ~it ' t&-; minority leader of the House to the West Coa~t, '!lth !he the right. . · . . ~ ... 1 

~~·',~~ "' . . ~-':-.~ :~~'li.-ct .. ~~t~;,:;~r? and Mr. Becker was on the proposed pardon 10 his bnef· "Becker Is just la stral&ht f!S/ 1.,1 

~·-r·~ ·~-.. li. ~:i 'i\J~)~!t"C''tlfZJ~'* staff ot the House Judiciary ca~~· ,, . he can be," .. Mt. Buchen sa1~.'!; ) ~-,,•· -.,.; ... : .. : ~,,..,,.f•- i.fit~J Committee, helping to prep~re As y~u know. he explained adding that someh?w ~~ ge~~ 10 

~ . . -, ur..; ~ ... : .. ,, ¥ ,,j~;. ·rn;:. what proved to be an ~bort1ve today, a par~o~ has to }e involved In those thmgs41 ! .:h 

.. ' '-'· . '· .Jt''• . •I' ;iii i!~ ;:;;;.;,; ~.:V. Impeachment case agamst ~s- accepted after It IS offered. . He added that Mr . ..,ecker.) ;J 

"•f ...,.. .__ ' .,., .~ · · +1 .. ~/"•>h<:tM•hA sociate Supreme Court Justtce In Sa~ Clemente he met With w~o had sem:d as a volunteer• 

...... A ' ..._......... tott q~· '>?X' ''~Y;J William 0 Douglas ~r. Miller and R~nald L. Without pay m his tasks for~; ' . 

. • - ~ ,.._, 'i . { . . .., i, ~ . ' t~Witf~i!Ad 0 T I I 'st ff . Ziegler, the former White House Mr. Ford, would not be jotnirlj t:: 
~ ,~.~ ....... • ''· . , '>' u·~(lt\ n rans ton a . press secrt:tary and Mr. Nixon's the White House staff. ,.' , 

~ l .._.f .. •;~,;::t<::;;··hf When Mr .. Ford ~as nomm- close conf1dant.. "He's just starting In a goocl,, l . 

.,. . ......., ~\ '~711;''' : '<• :.,, \·/~? a~ed by Prestdent Nn~on to he After presentmg the pardon law practice and we have a 

··'·> •... ,,-.. -~:;,.~,, 'f- :.'i{'L>><: V1ce President last >'~mter, Mr. offer to Mr. Nixon, Mr .. Becker mutual understanding that Jie ·' 

-.h ,.,:, · '<. ... ,..~'' ..•• H( i"-' Becker helped Mr. Ford pre- said he came away feehng the would stay there," said Mr. 

;:~l::.' i ,,·;;Jy(:uA:u.n,,#%.3\t pare for his confirmation hear· former. President "was a man Buchen. , :'t~ 

·~·)+ ~· , ·, ·•'k/~~•'''t'-·· • ::': ,<;;:·~~,,~.,. mgs. More recently, he has who mtght get some peace out Mr. Becker1 described as · 

',f .. ;:~:· '• • r ,, : ';\;ili~;\)J/k,;:;.·;·Wf\~ff;. been worki~g on the White of th is act; He seemed to me to about 6 feet tall, fairly heavy:: ,"; 

-.._ .i~ . ..ta :11 •. ••·• ' ... c }',·1·'"\•At}{;)\\• House trans1t.ion staff. be a man m ne~d of peace." set and blond, is married aryd 

-~ ··1i.'*"'f~ ~\.' :ifii><i :·j '; Mr. Be~k~r IS also a law part· M~. Becker sard he was p~ud has three childrE!n. He gt'ew u;p,:: '': 

3 J ,.iif,'}~f:~lJ;w~·:. i'·'' ; · ner of W1lltam Cramer, 11 form- of h1s role in this transact1~n in the Was~ingt?n area, at- ,, 

' ''<' f~E~.',\&~~f:'::;:JX ( er Congressman who. has been and quoted Alexander Hamil• tend the l!mvers1~y of ' Mary,-~ 

· - ··· "·· close to Mr. Ford smce their ton: "A timely offer of pardon land, American Umverslty La;-

Auoctah!d ftrtss days in the House. can offer tranquility to the School and lives in Potomac, 

fumier President Richard M. Nixon ~ It turns out that Mr. Becker Commonwealth." • Md. 

~ ~·· l • 
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&d:.on Becke~t 

• Bi.P.n.cAe. J>Jti.i:ch.ett, t)h.. D. 
ffntd.e 4 

A~n, ubAhi.n:Jion. 98223 
( 20)) 435-3264 

c ll£JJll.eA, flabe;r., aru:l. &cke~t 
48 5 L 1 Cnfmd.e, 5otd:lv.oed. 
11.Mfu.w;;;ton, D. C 20024 

CWt :l:.el..eplwne CO!UI~n, of i1u.A da.t.e, hM :/:.ended to add erw/UOOw.J 

-1Uppo/tf. to f771j peMonoJ. CO~M aDotd. !}JJU/l. ~ 4e!UI.i.ce to OU/l.. JJ/l.eai..den.:f:, 
and i:o .t:lte cli:1..J-e.M or OU/l.. coun:bu,r Rep~l.JJ, nvd:. people do no:l:. krww-
and d.JJ no:l:. I?~Ww i:hat i:.l-w.; do no:l:. krwul lite ou:l:.buM:I:. o/ eJOO.ti..JJnol /l.eadi.on, a:l:. 
iJu.A :WnR, i:.en.c.t.J io va.Li..drd..e .t:lte i.t;)no/lOn.ce o"(- i:h..e mcv.Me.<J. ~ do no:l:. /now 
uiuz:l:. a :lA.emerui.JJw.J .de~U~.i.ce fuM been. pe;z.{o111ned /o/l. i:h..em by. 7J/l.edi.Llen;t Fol'lli, and by 
fj.JJU. A.a a vo.i.ce CA.lji.nt) ou;l i..n :th.e UJi.l.dJvzn.eM, :J lli1rti:. you :fo know i:hat :;oll/l. 
chtvzad:.e;r., lfOU/l.. co~enA.i.l:>i.li.i:y., y_oll/l. i..n:l:.e:yU-tlj., and. !fOU/l. devo:tWn :fo lfOU/l.. 

.apiAi...i:wzl :JLd-dan.ce a/l.e wi..:tlwtd. fJnw and. all.e to be corrmended. J l7lU4:I:. M.~ you 
io be .ae.rwL:li..ve to i:l1..e detp-e.e o/. ~e bM;; €Xp!U!A.ded h.eA.ei..n., beCfl.U/.Je i..n 

:f:h.e f-ace o/-1Uch. a mao~e of app;z.eci..a.;li.on twMA, bei.n.g- weah. i:/un._;)/.J, caruw:l:. 
/l.eacit :f:h.e h.eL;.;At o/ .. ex.~&.on. 

A4 .apok.eAuvman /.JJ/l. 533 /l.~eAe.d. vo:l:.eM i..n 25 _.di:a.:tRA, :J /l.ei.:l:.f!Afde rru; 

nzM~e to i:h..e f>/l.Mi..den.i:, and wi...dh.. hi.m to know :tk:d. u.e co,,mend. IWn p;/l. hi..4 
cyz.ea:l. COlJ/lfl{)£ and. .auppo/d. hi.A acii..JJn i..n i:aJWv:f .t:lte iJLi..;fJ..a;l:ve, wule~t .a,oi.Ai..iual 
o.vi.dan.ce and di .. lz.ecti..on, to pcuulon 1) ~en;t !Vi..xon, one o ~ i:h..e JMG-ieA:I:. d:td.et.nt:JJ1. 
:t:1u.A 1'1J:di.JJn h.a4 eve~t ha.dJ 

&.rdon. f.Jec~eA., J wi.l.1 be ~~ !TUJ opi.ni-oM an.d. phi.J.o.aopluj VeJUj 

biWadbj oveJt ~-inlh.-.tJhof.Lkj and. i..n ~7-, and :J wi.l.1 compl.J; wU:h. :fOU/l.. 

/l.ec;_u.e1:1:. io k.eep you i..n/!.JJIT.me.i 

A.a J d:td.ed io vou on. i:h..e phone :t:1u.A nrJIUWtf., you a/l.<!., iJu:leed, an. an.:;el.. 
of_ meJtCJjl J of-/eA. oru; .deAV.i.ce uhi...d .. !JOU mo11 /l.efbu.eA:I:. o/- me, cd Cl.nJ iJ..me. J 
bMe i:hi....d offe~t on ukd:. J cor1A.Ui.e~t to be my.. /l.eco;yU;fi..on. ol.. a FJULf... · ~ I.Jwi:h..ett. 

-..../ 



Falih!J.JL4!. !f-OuM, 

C-~~~~ 

J[Jp.d (., . 



AREA CODE 618 
OFFICE PHONE 253·7727 OR 252·1234 

J. D. BARTER CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
General Contractors 

LEVEE • AIRPORT • ROAD CONSTRUCTION HAULING TRAFFIC BOUND GRAVEL 

ROUTE 34 ·SOUTH RURAL ROUTE 3 

HARRISBURG, ILLINOIS 62946 

September 9, 1974 

Benton, 

I just had to take a minute to tell you how thrilled I was when I saw 
you on the newscast last evening. I am happy to know you had a part 
in this. I, for one, am proud of your friend and our president. 

Good luck! 

Very truly yours, 

;z;r~~ e7, J~ 
Dorothy L. Fox 



10 LIGHT STREET 
(17TH FLOOR) 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202 

Benton L. Becker~ Esquire 
Cramer, Habber & Becker 
Suite 4100 
485 L'Fant Plaza, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

Dear Benton: 

September 9~ 1974 

I was painting my house on Sunday and listen­
ing to the radio and heard your name as being the 
intermediary between the White House and San Clemente 
on the Nixon pardon. My congratulations. I hope 
that this means that your difficulties in D.C. are 
over, although someone showed me an article today 
from the Washington Post talking about a potential 
investigation by the reprobates here in Baltimore. 
I hope that this is not true and that your future is 
free from such difficulties. 

Again congratulations and my best to both 
you and Joanne. 

Very truly yours, 

JAS/las 



September 9, 1974 

Mr. Benton Becker 
475 L'Enfant Plaza Southwest 
Suite 4100 
Washington D.C. 20024 

Dear Benton: 

I was aroused from a blissful reverie late last 
night by my former wife, (you do remember Lois 
I'm surej, asking if I had lilY T.V. set on. It 
seems as though you made the late T.V. news. 

While reading the Los Angeles Times this morn­
ing I came across the enclosed story arid obvi­
ously you have been quite busy. 

haps, on one of your next trips to Southern 
Ca i forni a, if time permits, give me a ca 11 and 
le s get tog er ..•. I'll buy. 

Public Relations 

JR/cb 

Enclosure: One newspaper clip 

Mattei, Inc. General Offices, 5150 Rosecrans Avenue, Hawthorne, California 90250: Telephone (213) 644-0411 Cable: Mattelco 



YouNo, TuRNBULL & LINSCOTT, P. A. 

V. KEITH YOUNG 

WILLIAM S. TURNBULL 
JERRY R. LINSCOTT 

JEFFRY R. JONTZ 

ARTHUR R. LOUV 

STEPHEN A. WEINSTEIN 
JAMES R. MONROE 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

Post Office Box 112 
CiTIZENS NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32901 

TELEPHONE (305) 841-1111 

September 10. 1974 

Benton Becker. Esquire 
Cramer. Haber & Becker 
485 L'Enfant Plaza. West. S. W. 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear Benton: 

YouR REFERENCE: 

IN REPLY REFER To: 

Although I have not heard anything from you since 
the Insco reversal. I see that you have not been idle. I was 
interested to hear on CBS News on Sunday night that you had 
made the trip to San Clemente to make the arrangements for 
the Nixon pardon. It appears that our new President continues 
to rely heavily on the good counsel of your offices. 

Very truly yours. 

JRJ/lmh 



M a r t i n I t z 1 e r, P. C. 

Law Offices 

110 EAST 59'" STREET • NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

TEL. (212) PL 2-8855 • CABLE: "MARITZLAW" 

/?Jd:.--
4 h~~~tk~~tk 

~... w). ~ ~~ tb.ot~ 
~ &. tt...,~~ ~ .. ~4 ~ Jn-.1. 
h~~~1~~-~Mt4 
P'OQ~-~l~ 

~4 



_-AMERICAN SOCIETY OF HOSPITAL PHARMACISTS 

AREA CODE 301 (Betheede. Merylend) 
TELEPHONE 8117-3000 

4630 Montgomery Avenue 1 Washington. D. C. 20014 

September 10, 1974 

Benton L. Becker, Esq. 
485 L'Enfant Plaza W. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Benton: 

I have been following closely your participation in these historic 
and unprecedented events as they have unfolded over the past sev­
eral days, and feel profoundly proud of your mission. I must say 
I have a feeling of high pride in being able to identify with you 
because of our relationship of some years ago. My family had 
always expected you to do something special and indeed you have 
not let us down. 

I only hope that in your intimate involvement with the President 
of the United States you can serve him well for the benefit of 
all the people in this country. The pressures and challenges of 
your responsibility are great, but I know that you can handle 
them well. 

Best regards. 

truly yours, 

NMH:cb 

The national specialty society of pharmacists practicing in hospitals and related institutions 



24 HOUR PHONE: PO 3-8784 

3401 SCHOOL LANE REAL ESTATE MAINTENANCE 
DREXEL HILL, PA. 

September 11, 1974 

Mr. Benton L. Becker 
c/o Cramer, Haber, & Becker 
Attorneys At Law 
485 L'Enfant Plaza, s. W. 
Suite 4100 
Washington, D. c. 20024 

Dear Mr. Becker: 

I would like to offer my sincerest congratulations on your 

success in the recent matter between Ex-President Nix~n and 

President Ford. As you know from my previous letters, I have 

always had a very high regard for your ability. 

Enclosed are some newspaper clippings that you may want to 

use in the event Mrs. Becker is making a scrap book based on the 

accomplishments of her famous husband. I hope that you have 

the very best of luck in the future. 

Very sincerely yours, 

RHG/e 
Encl: 

Robert H. Glazier 



AN EFFORT TO ASSIST UNDERSTANDING! 
********************************** 

by 

E. Blanche Pritchett, Ph.D. 
Arlington, Washington 98223 

(Written September 12, 1974) 

On Sunday, September 8, 1974, Gerald R. Ford, the President of 
the United States, "took the bit between his teeth" and did what he 
had to do! There was no way that President Ford could have DQ1 done 
what he had to do! He went before the nation on television and he 
pronounced a pardon for former President Richard Nixon. He stated, 
as clearly as he could, the basis for and the conditions of that 
Presidential pardon. He was the only person who could have exercised 
that Presidential right! He was the only person who comprehends the 
circumstances that caused President Nixon to resign, even though you 
may have heard numbers of theories and opinions. President Ford knew 
what his liabilities were, and he knew that self-serving motives 
would have caused him not to do what he knew was the right thing to 
do! Yes, he knew! And he went forth, courageously, to bring some 
measure of balance to a situation that was badly tilted out of per­
spective. For his sheer courage alone, he is to be respected and 
honored. The future will guarantee that the wisdom of his judgement 
was superb and timely! Of that, I am absolutely certain! 

Perhaps I am carried away with my own ability to understand; it 
is surely not conceit on my part when I ~ view the situation and 
evaluate the possibilities. I ~ offer a view of my own, which you 
may caption as "theoryn but I will feel better for having said it 
publicly. 

For over two years now, I have been aware of the possibility that 
important state secrets were in danger by persons in position of 
trust in the Executive branch of our government. I seemed to know 
from the start that President Nixon could have done many things dif­
ferently if it were not for his own built-in respect for national 
security. A President has to be aware of national security and has 
to guard and defend it if he is to live up to his oath of office. My 
view tells me that Richard Nixon withheld things to his own detriment, 
and ultimately to his own downfall. He did what he did because he 
believed it was what he should do. The extreme loyalty of his own 
subordinates shows a tremendous sense of loyalty and respect for con­
fidences, and this example was set by the "Chief" himself! In being 
true to his own ideals, President Nixon withheld things that could 
have explained many things that would have caused members of the Con­
gress to side with him. But •.• he didn't take the risk. 

My view tells me that Dan Ellsberg, having once been a staff mem­
ber of the National Security Council, had stolen "Top Secret" docu­
ments and disseminated them to the press, and that this one act alone 
by a person in a "security position" would have been enough to give 
any truly responsible Chief Executive nightmares! President Nixon 
had to make decisions. His decisions had to be made in strict ac­
cordance with his own concepts of the national interest. He had to 
find-t-he l-eak-s- in the lt/hi te House and--he han -ta -use-any method -t-hat 
he could use. That should be an indisputable statement! He had to 
do what he could, and, as Chief Executive, he could do almost any­
thing. He chose to keep his investigations confined to as few people 
as possible, and only highly trusted and proven people at that! He 
believed within his heart that he could defend his people and handle 
any contingency that may have arisen. His mistake was in not real­
izing that any little thing would be blown all out of proportion due 
to the avowed Nixon-haters. In other words, he underestimated his 
enemy. That was a mistake, and it is a mistake to which he has re­
ferred several times. He has never claimed infallibility! 

view 
As to the pardon ... President Ford had almost one full month to 
things from the exclusive position of the Chief Executive, and . ~ 

.. ,till'' 
.,~ 
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[thank you] 

then he knew! He knew that President Nixon was truly a pariah! He 
knew that President Nixon was defending this country's internal peace 
of mind by not talking about matters that he should not talk about. 
In seeing this whole thing so clearly, from the one place it could be 
viewed (the Presidency), Gerald R. Ford made the only just and right­
eous decision that could have been made. But, like President Nixon, 
he cannot tell all of the reasons for his decision either! 

Any truly objective person can look at the facts of the whole 
situation that has been labeled "Watergate" and see that the efforts 
made by President Nixon had truly noble intents and purposes. Truly! 

If President Ford had not pardoned Richard Nixon, there was a 
possibility of an indictment by the Special Prosecutor! If Mr. Nixon 
took the stand under oath, he would have to tell things that could 
panic the citizens of the U.S. President Ford was keen enough to see 
all of these potential liabilities, and he made sure such a thing 
could not happen. He made sure that President Nixon would never be 
liable for perjury for withholding state secrets, etc.! 

Just imagine what damage an embittered President could do if he 
chose to, under the same circumstances in which Richard Nixon has 
found himself! Just imagine if his own top aides chose to talk! 

Richard Nixon had the same authority to grant pardons as Presi­
dent Ford now has. He did not pardon his top aides even though he 
would dearly have loved to do so. He did not take unfair advantage 
of his position. He knew that if he did, his accusers would also use 
~ against him. 

Richard Nixon was in an impossible position: no matter what he 
did, it would not turn out right! He chose the way he has gone so 
that he could live with his own conscience, but for that he has taken 
on the hatred and distrust of millions of people! He had to con­
sciously make the decision to take on the apparency of villain, when 
in truth he is one of this nation's greatest-ever national heroes! 

Now, Richard Nixon is a man who is hurting, esthetically, emo­
tionally, and physically! He is bearing his burden while he knows 
just how he could relieve himself of it, but that would mean that he 
would have to talk about untalkable things and his attitude is that 
he "would rather die first"! 

Now, President Ford, perhaps the only man who knows the great 
sacrifice made by Richard Nixon, is also bound not to talk and is be­
ing pelted by the actual enemies of this land -- enemies who exist 
under the cover of citizenship while trying to overthrow the govern­
ment. This is the biggest of all national enigmas! 

Where emotions rule, there is no charity in the hearts of the 
beasts who seek blood! There is only sadism and cruelty! And this 
is what is known as a "Christian Nation"! 

Let your heart tell you the truth! Never mind the scandalmon­
gers! Without your ears, they starve! 

I have made a pledge to myself to speak of my own understanding, 
with a plea for others to look and understand as well. Won't you put 
yourself in the same position as these two topflight human beings of 
high caliber, and see the way it is? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

U.S. Copyright© 1974 by E. Blanche Pritchett, Ph.D. 

) 



Jay Schwartz, Esquire 
10 Light Street 
Seventeenth Floor 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Jay: 

September 13, 1974 

It was thoughtful of you to take the time to write 
me this week. Hearing from old friends, particularly at 
times when everyone else seems to want to talk to you, is 
a very pleasant experience. I hope that you will give me 
a call some time so ta't we can get together in person. 

Sincerely, 

BENTON L. BECKER 

BLB:cdk 



Alan Rothenberg, Esquire 
420 East 64th Street 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alan: 

September 13, 1974 

I surely do recall working closely with you during 

our tenure at Justice and it was indeed thoughtful of you 

to write me at this time. 

Sincerely, 

BENTON L. BECKER 

DLBtcdk 



Martin Itz1er, Esquire 
110 East 59th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marty; 

September 13, 1974 

A voice from the past in'deed. Others may be 
motivated in actions like this for personal self-glory 
or monetary interest. Let the record show that I did 
it for one purpose and one purpose alone: TO IMPRESS 
JACKIE LAHN. 

BENTON L. BECKER 

BLB:cdk 
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Mr. Norman M. Hochman 
Controller 

September 13, 1974 

American Society of Hospital Pharmacits 
4630 Montgomery Avenue 
Washington, D. c. 20014 

Dear Norman: 

It was thoughtful of you to take the time to write 
me this week. Hearing from old friends, particularly at 
times when everyone else seems to want to talk to you, is 
a very pleasant experience. I hope that you will give me 
a call some time so that we can get toqether in pesson. 

Sincerely, 

BENTON L. BECKER 

BLB:cdk 



September 13, 1974 

Jeffry R. Jentz, Esquire 
Young, Turnbull & Linscott, P.A. 
Post Office Box 112 
Orlando, Florida 32801 

Dear Jeff: 

It was thoughtful of you to take time to write 
me this week. Hearing from old friends, particularly 
at times when everyone else seems to want to talk to 
you, is a very pleasant experience. I hope that if you 
are in Washington in the near future, you will find time 
to call so that we might get together in person. 

Sincerely, 

BENTON L. BECKER 

BLB:cdk 



September 13, 1974 

Dorothy L. Fox 
J.D. Barter Construction Co., Inc. 
Route 34 - South, Rural Route 3 
Harrisburg, Illinois 62946 

Dear Dorothy: 

It was thoughtful of you to take time to write 
me this week. Hearing from old friends, particularly 
at times when everyone else seems to want to talk to 
you, is a very pleasant experience. I hope that if you 
are ever in Washington, you will find time to call so 
that we might get tog~ther in person. 

Sincerely, 

BENTON L. BECKER 

BLB:cdk 



THE FRANKLIN LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
HOME OFFICE: SPRINGFIELD. ILLINOIS 62713. PHONE: 217-528-2011 

Mr. Benton Becker 
485 L 1enfant Plaza Southwest 
Suite 4100 
Washington, D. C. 20024 

Congratulations, Benton • • • 

September 17 1 1974 

JACK WATSON, CLU 
VICE PRESIDENT- FIELD SERVICES 

on your key role in the Ford administration. As a good friend 
of your brother Wally, I have followed your assignment with keen interest 
and appreciate your personal importance. Wally long ago told me to 
watch out for his baby brother, and you certainly met his great expectations. 

Sorry I was away when you stopped by Springfield but hopefully 
we will meet some day. The Becker family is well supplied with talent 
because your father and Wally have distinguished themselves as exceptional 
life insurance professionals with Franklin Life. Wally sets new records 
in Sales Management. 

We are mighty proud of the Beckers. 

Sincerely, 

JW • lgf 



Ur. Robert Glazier 
3401 School Lane 
Drexe~ Hill, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Glazier: 

September 18, 1974 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter regarding the 

pardoning of Former President Nixon. My secretary has 

dutifully maintained a clipping and correspondence file 

where your thoughtful communique will be housed. Someday, 

when I am old and gray, I imagine I will enjoy rereading 

and recapturing thoughts of the past weeks. 

Very sincerely, 

DENTON L. BECKER 

BLB;cdk 



Mr. Joel Rubenstein 
Mattel, Inc. 
5150 Rosecrans Avenue 
Hawthorne, California 90250 

Dear Joel: 

September 18, 1974 

I am embarrassed and disturbed for having been 
responsible for an act which caused disturbance to your 
slumber. Yet, it was thoughtful of you to take the 
time to write me and renew an old and valued friendship. 

I was particularly intrigued with your invitation 
to buy drinks upon my next trip to California and recall­
ing your spendthrift nature, I reported your offer to 
Wide World of Sports. 

If you plan to be in Washington any time in the 
future, please call as I would very much enjoy catcling 
up on old times. 

Very sincerely, 

BENTON L. BECKER 

BLB:cdk 



WKBDTV 

September 19, 1974 

Dear Mr. Becker: 

Detroit 
PO Box359 
Southfield Mi 48075 
313 I 444 8500 

"The Lou Gordon Program" is a 90-minute program devoted to 
interviews and discussions of public interest. The program 
is seen on Kaiser stations serving Boston, Cleveland, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Philadelphia, San francisco and on other 
stations according to the attached schedule. 

On a recent program, the date and time of which is shown 
below, Mr. Gordon responded to a question submitted by a 
viewer. In his response, reference was made to you, and 
I am attaching a copy of that reference for your information. 

The Lou Gordon Program 

ch50 

Broadcast date and time: Weekend of September 14-15, 1974 

If you would like the opportunity to respond to these 
comments, please let me know so that we may make necessary 
arrangements. 

LCH:jf 
Attach. 

& General Manager 

Mr. Benton Becker 
Attorney at Law 
485 L'Enfant Plaza S.W. 
Washington, DC 20024 

K'AISER 
BROADCASTING COMPANY 



"THE LOU GORDON P-ROGRAM" 
1' 

AIR DATES 
~ 

KAISER BROADCASTING COMPANY STATIONS 

STATION S£RVING DAY TIME - -
WLVI TV Boston Sunday 10:30 PM 

WKBF TV Cleveland Sunday 10:30 PM 

KBSC TV Los Angeles Saturday/Sunday 10:00 PM 

WKBS TV Philadelphia Sunday 10:30 PM 

KBHK TV San Francisco Sunday 10:30 PM 

WFLD TV Chicago Sunday 9:30 PM 

OTHER STATIONS 

STATION SERVING DAY TIME 

WCIX TV Miami Monday 8:30 PM 

/ 
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Ford -Denies i 

·Post Sto.ry 
On Pardon 

.. , .. •· , .... L 
. By Hob Woodwa~d .. ; , . 

1
-

o.&,.; ·..00 qarl ~rnstem,; -:_..ci­

~a¥1~~ • , t·s~,.,~-~~il,. 
·· President F~d.-J~ta . b.r 

' his· public &fatemen · · arid 
testimony about tbe ~vents 
leading_ up to the pardon of 
f,ormf:!r President Nixon, a 
White House . spokesman said 
yesterday. · : ',; : . . 

William L Greener said "the 
President has 'dealt with 
candor and. truthfulness at an J._ 
times on ·this rna tter." ' -· c.. I 

Greener denied a story In ; 
yesterday's ·Washington Post .1 
that President Ford assured I 
former Nixon Shief . of staff i 
Alexander M. Haig Jr. on Aug. ! 
23, 1974, that a ·pardon for l 
Nixon would be-forthcoming. ! 

This was fO ·days before '-1 ---­

President Ford announced the 
pardon . ..--;,. Ji"~ - ... (t~'r .. ·~~·~~·ii 

• It was learned from cother 
White . :House ' sources; 
meanwhile, .that 'President 
Ford failed to tell his own staff 
about his · discussions with , 
Haig regarding a . pardon, and I 
that - until questioned by t 
reporters. this week ~-·Mr. 
Ford 's ·top advisers ·were 
unaware that such· con:- · 
versations took place. . · , · · · 

Had they" :known of the 
- existence · of · such. con- ' 

vers~ti~ns, the_stsour~e:; said, I 
they _would have adv1sed Mr. ! 
Ford to disclose them. when he. 
testified ·'\ -:Nrbefore ' a 
congressional ~:au~~mmittee 
lastyear: • ,;,~ <!:- 1L 

On· Capitof Hill, meanwhile, ' 
~irman Peter W. Rodino Jr: 

~~ of · ;i;the ~- House .~dJciary · 
Committee· direc'~ a r evieW . 

--------------------------------- ~ .o£.:Presldent'Ford's .~imony · 
a~t the·.'pardon, · to·~ deter- · 
mine if a· subcommittee should . 
reopen . hearings into the ; 
matter.'~- ·~:;:·::t- · - · ~ 
.According to .GJ-eener, Mr. ·. 

Ford and ~aig did _c;iiscuss the, 
pardon question on Aug. 28, 
1974; but only_in th~ context of. 
answers to questions about a -
p~sible pardon that Mr. ford . 
gave at his press conference thatday. . \ .. . __ .,_ _______ _ 

"" 

.• Three reliable sources have 
told The Washington Post that . i 
the President and Halg hada i 
substantive discussion .that ·! 
day about pardoning Nixon, 

1

! ~f-OR(} 
~() ... <'<P. 
...., ~t 

:J>o, 
:Ui 

and that . Haig received 
assurances from Mr. Ford i 
that a pardon wo';lld be .' ~ 
granted. . · -~ ·•· .. L. 

In addition, b~tlt Haig .and; 

See PRESIDENT ~ A4, Col. 5 . _ _2_. 
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-pur-~?_ 
;.,.;!}~- · 

President Denies 
Story;Oil Pard~n 

, :· l •. . . • • 

PRESIDENT; From AI '.. 

White House Counsel Philip 
W. Buchen said earlier this 
week that the general and the 
President had such a sub­
stantive discussion that day. 

. ..-:~r,:;,~~;, .. ' .. 
Haig has refused to discuss 

publicly what was said at his 
meeting with . the President. 
Buchen has . said that he. 
doesn't -know 'exactly what 
was discussed by the two men. 

Chairman William Hungate 
<D·Mo.), Holtzman · raised 
"the possibility that President 
Forti concealed _important 

information'; when ' he 
testified before _the sub'- /i 
committee on Oct. F•l974. 

• ",.o . o I',-,. •, .-.L.>! jp,~. 'i: ·~ ' ~- :!.' :r' N, 

The eXiste~ce Of" the Aug. 28 
d,is~ussion appears to con­
tradict Mr. Ford's testimony 
before a House Judiciary 
subcommittee on Oct. 17,1974, 
when he said: 

-~, ~ 

Rodino met yesterday with i 
Hungate .and ·directed the ; 
Judiciary Committee staff to \ 
,begin a full re'view of the '\ 

President"'s testimony '·'to 

. det,erm' ine ~-. wihether tliat r ---
re~ord nt:eds "to -be sup-- , 
plementedinanyJashion."- ., 

R~ili~o · i~dlcated -- that a 
decision • will be made 1 

"At no time after I became · sometime ig Janua_ry on · 

President on Aug. 9,1974, was •· wheth~r to reopen hearings ' 

the subject of a pardon for into the pardon and the 

Richard M. Nixon raised by President's festimony. · 
the former President or by · _ _ _ . 
~nyooe representing him.~~ _ ,,_., __ .: .In ber lett~r, HOltz~ satd " 

- · - . that the Post report "if true 
Greener · denied yesterd;ly ~ . . indicateS that President 

that there . was ·any cdn- Ford was not candid about the 

tradiction. At the White House facts surrounding his decision 

press briefing yesterday th~re - tQ issue the pardon.'' 
seemed to be some question - :z 
whether Haig, who was acting The letter ~()ted ~at on~ tt· .. -
chief of staff for Mr. Ford at _two .congressional res()lutior:s . -

the _time, was .technically _ call~ng for" the Pres1dent:s . 
"representing" · former .testimony. asked , that ~e_, 

• • . 
1 

• provide ''the full and complete · 
PrestdentNtxon. _. ... . f t'· ·n· and facts upon" 

• ' r'" ·-· • _.' m orma 10 ' ' 

In a telep-hone . interview which the pardon decision was .cl __ 
Wednesday, Haig .- now based. ·· · · _ 

commander of NATO forces in Another resolution, she 

Europe !... confirmed ~the added, requested "any in· 

discussed the pardon with Mr. formation or facts presented -

Ford on Aug. 28. "That's to the President with respect i 
accurate,'~ Haig said when to . the mental or physical · 

told that Buchen · had healthofRich8rdM.Nixon.'' 

acknowJedged such a_ con- H • ·~;.:f~),"f :·d . N' , 
versation. · ,.,. a1g ,- c~~e . : 1xon s 

-. • .. · . . · . . -- . . . emotional and physical state 
A report m 'rhe New York as a reason 'tor granting him a 

Times nin_e days aft~r the pardon, sources said. 
pardon sa1d that Ha1g had - _ · 
played a key role in obtaining ( 
the pardon. Haig denied this at 
the time: -· 

I' 

In reaction to the Post story, · 
Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman CD-
N.Y.> called yesterday for 1 

additional hearings by tfle 

House Judiciary Sub­
committee on Criminal 
Justice into the pardon. 

In a letter to subcommittee 

~~~~---
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