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Reply to: David Horrocks”qe"

Subject : Identification of "The Bird"

To : The File

On this date, John Robert Greene of Cazenovia College called me
to say he had just spoken by telephone with Benton Becker. He had
asked Becker to identify "The Bird," mentioned in a memoir document
in Becker’s papers.

Becker said "The Bird" was Henry Kissinger, and the term
derives from the Secret Service codewords for Kissinger, e.g. "Eagle,”
which all had to do with flight.

Becker told Greene that he did not cite Kissinger by name
because, at the time of writing, he did not know where the document
would be going.

I asked Greene if I had his permission to place this explanation in
the Becker Papers, for future researchers. He said yes.
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Memorandum - 18 - September 27, 1974

"You have been so fair and thoughtful that I want to give
you something." He then looked about the sparse office,anl
gesturing as he loocked and raising both hands toward his
shoulderﬁ said, "But I don't have anything any more. They
took it all away from me. Everything I had is gone. I
tried to get you a Presidential tie pin and cuff links with
my name on it, but I don't even have them any more. There's
nothing left from my Presidency. I asked Pat to get these,"
wrrred “e bent forward and opened the desk drawer and removed Hwe&
5”“&1 white boxes. "From my personal jewelry box. There
aren't any more of these in the world; you have got the last
one." With that the former Presidnet handed me the two boxes
which contained a Richard Nixon signature tie pin and Presi-
dential seal cuff links identical to the kind Ziegler had
given me earlier that day. I thanked him and took the bhoxes
noting that he was inches away from tears. On the flight
back to Washington I asked Miller if he had tried to locate
other cuff links and tie pins and Miller acknowledged that
he hﬁa,and was deeply disturbed that nothing was available
to give to me.

I returned to my home that night at approximately
5:00 A.M. Saturday morning and reported my trip te President
Ford that day. On Sunday at Noon, President Ford pardoned

Richard Nixon.
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