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I. BRIEFINGS AS GENERAL COUNSEL

June 7, 1971, commence employment as General Counsel
for GSA. Predecessor in title, HART MANKIN, succeeded to
General Counsel for USN, DOD. H. W. (BILL) BARTH, Assistant
for Mankin and me. Undergo series of briefings, including
debriefings from as many as five assistants, of pending
matters within GSA General Counsel's Office.

I recall specific reference by Mankin to me during
these briefings with respect to Presidential Deed of Gift.
My recollection is that Mankin advised of two (2) "problems"
regarding gift. They were: (1) Legal necessity for Mrs.
Nixon's signature on Deed of Gift under California community
property law, and (2) Whether President Nixon was required
to execute the Deed of Gift or conversely, whether ED MORGAN

had been empowered to execute the Deed for the President.

ITEMS OF NOTE RELATIVE TO ABOVE CONVERSATION:

A. Estimated total time, five (5) minutes.

B. Place, Mankin's office.

C. Tone and reference to gift by Mankin all related
to satisfaction of GSA internal gift requirements, as opposed
to the taxable implications relative to a gift.

D. Deed of Gift not inspected at that time.

E. Deed of Gift identified as being in Barth's safe.

F. Best recollection, Mankin said, "I think I tried
to call Ed Morgan once or twice about this matter.”

G. Item in safe described by Mankin merely as "the
AT

Deed." (i.e., no distinction between original Deed to xixgx 9%&
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copy of original.) %;






ITEMS OF NOTE:

A. Jacobs' 9/13/71 Memo to GSA file refers on page 2
to the transfer of chattel Deed at the luncheon. Jacobs'
Memo notes that:

1. "Casselman and Barth (they) explained that the
transaction (gift or deed) was never really
completed." |

2. That "They (Casselman and Barth) explained that
NARS did not have a copy of this chattel Deed."
(Presumably Jacobs' Memo infers that the Deed
transfer at luncheon was only Deed available.)

3. That "They (Casselman and Barth) preferred to
hand the problem back to the White House ala
Muir." ("Problem" interpreted to mean the com-
munity property question and the validity and/or
need of a Deed to consummate the gift.)

Jacbos concludes Memo by stating that the "puzzle" is now Muir's.
The "puzzle" is defined in the Jacobs Memo as being, "how to
make the chattel Deed of Gift effective at a date earlier

enough to meet the Tax Reform Act.”

B. I recall no statement by anyone present at the
luncheon that the transaction had not been completed, that
NARS did not have a copy of the chattel Deed, that it was a
White House as opposed to GSA problem or that the White House
was not charged with the responsibility of determining how
to make the deed effective at a date earlier.

C. 1In conversations on or about January, 1974,
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between myself, Barth and Muir, relative to the inquiry then
conducted by the Joint Committee on this subject matter, I

had an occasion to discuss their recollections of the luncheon
meeting. Muir's recollections of the luncheon meeting as
recalled in January, 1974, were:

1. That the meeting was not about the Deed.

2. Meeting primarily about Presidential Wills
and record-keeping, etc.

3. Muir felt the Deed was not effective without
a power of attorney, but this issue went to
the validity of the Deed rather than the gift
itself.

4. Muir recalls that the Deed of Gift was treated
casually, "something we could take care of this
year or next."

5. Did not consider tax issue, "tangential issue"
not discussed at meeting.

D. Barth recalls that the primary thrust of the
meeting concerned Mrs. Nixon's signature and Morgan's power
of attorney. Barth cannot say whether the tax issue was
discussed at the meeting (he does not recall), but in any
event, none of the GSA representative present had any know-
ledge of whether the President had claimed a tax deduction
for donation of the papers.

E. On June 19, 1973, Jacobs prepared a second Memo
to file clarifying his September 13, 1971, Memo to file. No

clarification to the September 13, 1971, Memo was. made other




than to that portion of the September 13th Memo relating to
the Deed of Gift. In the June, 1973, Memo, Jacobs states

that he had little "first hand knowledge of the March 27, 1969
Deed at the time of the luncheon, that the deed had not at
that time come into possession of his office. That he had

no knowledge "of any question" about the dating of the Deed
and that his reference to the Tax Reform Act was a mere recog-
nition that without a Deed there would be no documentation on
which a tax deduction could be claimed. The June, 1973, Memo
is silent as to whether he or anyone present.at the luncheon
had any knowledge of a past Presidential tax deduction,
whether there was discussion of that subject matter at the
luncheon and/or whether anyone was charged with the responsi-
bility to explore those questions. I recall discussing the
September 13, 1971, Memo with Jacobs and others following the
Kotz Post story, but in no way suggested, ordered or coerced

the drafting of the June 19, 1973, Memo to file.















