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\ : Digitized from Box 1 of the Benton Becker Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

'I. SUBJECT: John Bentia (Pres. Alliance Mfg. Co.) $500
contribution to Friends for Ford.

II. QUESTIONS POSED BY HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE:

A. Circumstances of contribution:

l. Mailed to Committee at Michigan address or
hand delivered?

2. Was contribution solicited?

IIT. FACTUAL ANALYSIS: Letter to House Judiciary Committee
by Bentia states:

A. Contribution was hand delivered to GRF in former
Rep. Bow's office.

B. Bow was Bentia's Congressman.

C. Voluntary contribution - not solicited by FORD or
any of his associates.

D. Had met Ford on two different occassions over the
years when he was making speeches at Canton, Ohio
(GOP fund raising events). :
IV. POSITION:

A. Contribution reported by Friends of Ford.

B. ©Not solicited.
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QUESTIONS OF CONGRESSMAN ROBERT F. DRINAN
FOR THE HONORABLE GERALD R. FORD
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1973

1. 1In the recent past it was revealed that some 14 members of
the House and of the Senate were told prior to April 30, 1970

of secret bombing raids over the neutral country of Cambodia.

You have indicated that you heard on at least two occasions prior
to that date about these bombings.

The 3800 secret sorties over a period of 14 months were at
least by clear implication denied by the President -~ when he told
the nation on April 30, 1970 that the United States had been
scrupulously neutral toward Cambodia prior to that time.

Can you justify any member of Congress' withholding in-
formation from the Congress about an unauthorized war in a neutral
nation the cost of which is approximately $130 million?

If you were President could you approve of a system where
important information of this nature is given to only a handful
of Members of Congress and withheld from the vast majority of the
535 members of the House and the Senate?

2. It has been estimated that there are some 200,000 or more
Vietnamese political prisoners in South Vietnam. The United
States contributes substantially to the detention of these persons
who are held prisoner because they are politically opposed to the
regime of President Thieu.

Experts on Indochina state that President Thieu can in all
probability remain in power with or without elections as long as
his political opponents are retained in jail. As a result of
this situation the self-determination promised to the people of
South Vietnam by the United States is severely limited.

Would you approve of measures by the Congress or by the
Administration to release those citizens of South Vietnam who have
been imprisoned because of their political convictions? If so how
would you do it?

3. Many Americans are dissatisfied with the results of the legal
proceedings surrounding the My Lai massacre in Vietnam. Many
Vietnam veterans relate stories of atrocities done by themselves—;
or by other Americans. e
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Page 2
Question 3 (con't)

Are you satisfied that American military legal officials
have punished all persons involved in such illegal activities?

Would you approve of a study carried out under the auspices
of the United Nations or some other international organization
with respect to the degree of compliance of the United States in
Vietnam with the rules of war as set forth by the Geneva
Conventions?
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The Honorable Elizabeth Holtzman

Dear Ms. Holtzman:

The following information is in response to your inquiries
Eo me in your letter dated November 19, 1973.

A. Mr. Harold Albert is an old and trusted friend. He
had what I considered to be a legitimate claim and my inter-
vention in his behalf, was in my opinion, justified based on
the merits of his case. I had no knowledge of Mr. Albert's
contribution or the contribution of Seidman and Seidman to the
Kent County Republican Finance Committee. The circumstances
resulting in the resolution of Mr. Albert's case are best
described in the enclosed communications.

I know of no contributions made to me or to any of my
campaign committees by Mr. Albert. The action I took on Mr.
Albert's behalf was in no way connected to his contribution
to the Kent County Republican Finance Committee. I know of

no other action taken on Mr. Albert's behalf by me. There

was nothing illegal or improper about this action.

B. Mr. James Chamberlain is President of Gill Manufacturing <:::;\

Corporation, a large manufacturer of children's clothing in
Grand Rapids. He is an extremely knowlegable businessman whom
I felt would make a solid contribution to the National Advisory
Council on Flamable Fabrics. I was notified on July 25, 1973,
that he had been so appointed. I had no knowledge that Mr.
Chamberlain contributed $1,155 between 1969 and 1973 to the
Kent County Republican Finance Committee. I know of no contri-
butions made to me or any of my campaign committees by Mr.
Chamberlain. My recommendation of Mr. Chamberlain was in no
way connected to his contribution to the Kent County Republican

- Finance Committee. No illegal or improper action was taken by
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office on behalf of Mr. Chamberlain regarding this appointment.
With the exception of forwarding Mr. Chamberlain's views on
pending rule making to the appropriate federal agencies, my
records reflect that the only additional action taken at his
request was the insertion in the December 17, 1971, CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD of a statement by Roger Wilson, Chairman, Products Flam-
ability Committee, American Apparel Manufacturers Association,
dealing with that Association's efforts to solve the apparel
flamability problem.

C. Bob Webster is President of Holly's Inc. a restaurant
chain in my District. My letter to the Chairman of the Price
Commission was in response to correspondence from Mr. Webster
questioning the high cost of meat and asking when action by
the Price Commission could be expected to meet this problem.
The Price Commission responded by sending me the enclosed
letter which includes a copy of the Federal Code dealing with
restaurants. I forwarded this information to Mr. Webster. I
do not know if Holly's Inc. was exempt from the price controls
on the basis of number of employees or annual sales. I had no
knowledge that Mr. Webster contributed $500 to the Kent County
Republican Finance Committee. I know of no contribution made
to me or any of my campaign committees by Mr. Webster. My
correspondence to the Price Commission was in no way connected
to Mr. Webster's contribution to the Kent County Republican
Finance Committee. No illegal or improper action was taken by
my office on behalf of Mr. Webster.

D. On August 24, 1972, I received the enclosed communication
from Smith Brothers Elevators requesting clarification of a

recent Small Business Administration (SBA) ruling respecting




country elevators and the constiuent's status as a retailer
rather than a storer of goods. That letter was forwarded on
August 29, 1972, to the SBA requesting the SBA's review of
the letter and clarification of the eligibility of country
elevators for participation in SBA loans. On September 11,
1972, the enclosed response was received from SBA Administrator,
Thomas Kleppe, reflecting the procedures to appeal their ruling.
On September 11, 1972, Mr. Smith wrote the Small Business
Standard Sized Board requesting reconsideration of the SBA
ruling which letter was incorporated with my letter of
September 14, 1972, to the Size Appeals Board requesting a
review of the matter, "consistent with existing rules and
regulations." On September 21, 1972, the Chairman of the
Size Appeals Board acknowledged my communication and advised
later, on October 16, 1972, that the Size Appeals Board had
determined that Smith Brothers met the small business size
requirements and found it eligible for small business finan-
cial assistance. I had no personal knowledge of the $75 con-
tribution to the Friends of Jerry Ford Committee by Mr. L. G.
Smith on November 13, 1972, and know of no other contributions
made to me or to any of my committees by Mr. Smith. My
Congressional assistance to Smith Brothers, in both the SBA
matter and the Interstate Commerce Commission matter, were
not related to Mr. Smith's contribution.

With respect to your inquiry in paragraph 2 of Section D,
I have enclosed xerox copies of my letter of May 18, 1973,
to the Interstate Commerce Commission Chairman, George M.
Stafford, together with his response of May 29, 1973. To
the best of my knowledge, the inquiry continues to be under
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consideration by ICC. No illegal or improper action was taken
by my office on behalf of Mr. Smith or Smith Brothers Elevators.

E. Vari-tech Company is a manufacturer of lasers in Grand
Rapids which experienced what appeared to be an inordinate
delay in securing an export license. I forwarded a copy of a
letter from Mr. Merlin Applegate, President, Vari-tech Company,
to Commerce Secretary Dent requesting information as to the
cause of the delay and asking what I might advise Mr. Applegate.
The disposition of the case is best described in a letter to me
dated April 10, 1973, from Mr. Stephen Lazerus, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for East-West Trade. I had no personal knowledge of
Mr. Applegate's $50 contribution to the Ford For Congress
Committee in 1972. I know of no other contribution made to me
or to any of my campaign committees by Mr. Applegate. My assis-
tance to Mr. Applegate was in no way connected to his contribu-
tion to the Ford for Congress Committee. I know of no other
action taken on Mr. Applegate's behalf by me or my office. No
illegal or improper action was taken by my office on behalf of
Mr. Applegate regarding this matter.

F. Mr. Chet Williams, Chairman of the Board, Williams
Form Engineering Corporation of Grand Rapids, is an old friend
who had difficulty in receiving a surtax refund of $3,558.10
to which he was entitled. I forwarded Mr. Williams' letter
and entry documents to the Bureau of Customs with a request
that they follow through on the matter in whatever manner they
deemed appropriate. The Bureau of Customs, based upon the
documentation provided, concluded that the surtax should not
have been levied since the material in question sailed from
England and was enroute prior to the time the surtax was

applicable.




The second matter to which you refer was a request made by
me to the Department of Commerce in Mr. Williams' behalf to
look into the patent difficulties Mr. Williams had encountered
in Japan. I have no knowledge of Mr. Williams' contribution
to the Kent County Republican Finance Committee. I know of no
contribution made to me or to any of my campaign committees
by Mr. Williams. My assistance to Mr. Williams was in no way
connected to his contribution to the Kent County Republican (;Jﬂut
Finance Committee. No illegal or improper action was taken by |
my office on behalf of Mr. Williams. * .

/eg%%»é -7

G. Wolverine World Wide Inc., a . firnh, is the
manufacturer of ﬂlushguppies, a well-known brand of footwear.
The Department of Labor rejected Wolverine's proposal to pro-
vide employment opportunitites to minority people under the
JOBS Program. I requested the Department of Labor to review
the file to determine whether there was anything which could
be done, consistent with existing rules and regulations, to aid
Wolverine World Wide Inc. in its efforts to provide employment
opportunities in severely depressed areas. My records reflect
that on April 7, 1972, Wolverine was advised by the Department
of Labor to submit a new proposal under the JOBS Handbook. I
do not know the difposition of this matter. I have no knowledge
of Mr. Cumminsky's contfibution to the Kent County Republican
Finance Committee. I know of no contribution made to me or
any of my campaign committees by Mr. Cumminsky. My action in
this matter was in no way connected to Mr. Cumminsky's contri-
bution to the Kent County Republican Finance Committee. No
illegal or improper action was taken by my office on behalf of
Mr. Cumminsky or Wolverine World Wide Inc. I know of no other

action taken on Mr, Cumminsky's behalf or Wolverine's behalf

by me or my office.




H. On February 22, 1973, my office received a copy of a
letter addressed to the Food Stamp Review Officer of the
Department of Agriculture from B.S. Fehsenfeld, President of
Crystal Flash Petroleum Corporation. That letter requested
a review of a recent denial to participate in the Food Stamp
Program. On February 27, 1973, my Grand Rapids Office for-
warded a copy of the aforementioned letter to Mr. Edward
Hekman, Administrator, Food and Nutrition Service of the
U. S. Department of Agriculture. On March 6, 1973, Mr.
Fehsenfeld received an acknowledgment from the Food Stamp
Review Officer reflecting that his office would review the
matter. On March 12, 1973, I received a communication from
Edward Hekman acknowledging my letter of February 27, 1973,
indicating that a Review Officer had been assigned to study
the matter. On April 27, 1973, Mr. Fehsenfeld was notified
from the Food Stamp Review Officer that, "based on a careful
review of all information submitted and especially on my
personal visit to your store," his application had been
approved.  On May 1, 1973, Mr. Hekman notified me of Mr.
Fehsenfeld's approval.

My review of my files indicate that no other action was
undertaken by my Congressional Office for the individual or
corporation cited herein. I had no knowledge of Mr. Fehsenfeld's
contributions to the Kent County Republican Finance Committee
and such contributions were in no way related to the Congressional
interest I demonstrated in his inquiry. I have no knowledge of
other campaign contributions from individuals connected with
this corporation and unequivocally state that nothing illegal
or improper occurred in connection with this transaction.
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Gerald R. Ford, M. C. e
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The following is a list of potential questions and possible proposed
adjustments by IRS as they have indicated to me:-

1. Depreciation method of the Vail condominium, the question being whether or
not this property qualifies as residential property. At issue is the accelerated
difference between double declining and l% method totalling for years 1970 - 1972
$ 1,700.00. ‘

- 2. Possible disallowance of 50 % of one automobile, depreciation and related
expenses in view of Mr. Ford being furnished transportation by the government,

it is questionable whether or not he needs his own automobile for business
purposes. Depreciation in auto operating expenses for 1967 through 1972 total

$ 5,055.16. — G vsdk,

3. The possibility of additional income being charged to Mr. Ford due to
personal expenses being paid from the Fifth District Account. The purchase
of airline tickets and related travelling and entertainment expenses are
numerous and may include personal travel for Mr, Ford, his wife and children.
IRS wants to attempt to identify the purchase of individual tickets and relate
to the receipt of an honorarium. Airline tickets purchased, not related to

a specific receipt of income will be charged to him as personal income. IRS
has indicated the total travel to average about $ 9,000.00 for each year under
.review.,

L, The Fifth District account has received political contributions in 1972
alone of at least $ 9,000.00. This money was retained in the Fifth District
account and used for travel and other general expenses. I expect IRS to contend
that a part, or all, of this $ 9,000.00 should be charged to Mr. Ford as personal .
income. The exact nature of this account is unclear to me. It appears that it
is being used for both political purposes and as a business account relating to
his honorariums and expenses. Before too long, someone is going to ask what
this account is all about and we should be prepared to classify it one way or the
other. ,

5, I.R.S. is questioning Mr. Ford's cash withdrawals for living expenses for
several years, but is paying particular attention to 1972. The records indicate
that approximately $ 2,900.00 was obtained through checks written to cash. We
have already been told by Mr. Ford that during 1972 he paid their maid in cash.
According to him this amounted to $ 2,000.00 for the year, leaving only $ 900.00
for groceries and general spending, I.R.S. is obviously looking for another
source of c¢ash in this year. , .
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