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Attached are proposed drop-by remarks for the President
to use at the White House Correspondents Dinner on May 3rd.
May I have your comments, as well as your initials on the
attached clearance form, by the close of business today?
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DROP-BY-- WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENTS DINNER, WASHINGTON
HILTON HOTEL, SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1975

(ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS)

I do appreciate that rather kind and gentle introduction because

Helen Thomas has a well-earned reputation for speaking her own mind.

I can remember some years ago, when I was still a Congress~an, Helen

and I were walking down Pennsylvania Avenue when we passed one of

those scales that gives you your weight and your fortune -- all for a

penny.

Helen said,

"Why don't you try it?

I might get a scoop.

11

So I got on the scale, put in a penny, a card came out and it said:

"You are handsome, debonair, sophisticated, a born leader of men,

a silver-tongued orator, and some day you will make your mark in

history." Helen leaned over, looked at the card, and said, "It has

your weight wrong too!"
(more)
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It is a great pleasure to be here tonight and without further

delay, let me congratulate the distinguished members of the White

House Correspondents 1 Association on your valiant, courageous, and

successful struggle to achieve one of the greatest and most consequential

journalistic triumphs of all time.

I 1m referring, of course, to your

heroic efforts to keep the press plane from coverting to no-frills.

I don 1t know what happens on that press plane but one day

we tuned into your radio by mistake.

It's the first time I ever heard

a flight controller say, "All clear for take-off"--- and a pilot

answer, "I'll drink to that!"

l);eJ< 6-v-o WIALI>
I knew something was going on when I saw

ifat t

5 ~p v no he write

ten pages of notes at my Tulane speech ----and that isn't easy with a

(more)
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swizzle stick.

Then Aldo Beckman came over, said nhello 11, and melted my

cufflinks!

Betty and I have looked forward to this evening because a

White House Correspondents' Dinner is always an adventure.

First

there 1 s the reception; followed by the Dinner; followed by the private

parties; followed by the private private parties; followed by the nightcap

after the private private parties.

Through the years I've found that a

White House Correspondents' Dinner is a little like one of Sarah

McLendon's questions-- you never really know when it's finished.

I've been coming to these dinners for quite a few years now

and I'm embarassed to admit, I don't really know a great deal about

how the White House Correspondents' Association operates.

And

since I'm always interested in the electoral process, I asked Jim

Deakin, "Just how do you go about choosing your President and Vice

(more)

- 4 -

President?

11

Jim said,

"It's rather hard to explain in a few words but

the procedure does have the Seal of Approval. "

I said, "Of who?" He

said, ''Mayor Daley!"
other
It may not seem like it, but as with any/major address, I've

spent a great deal of time preparing for this one.

I even went to the

one person in the White House who is known above all othersfor his wit,

his humor, and his great one -liners.

I'm sure you all know who I'm talking

about -- Ron Nessen ..••• I asked Ron where he gets all those wonderful

jokes he opens the press briefings with.

Ron didn't really answer.

He

just sat there --- breaking open fortune cookies.

Incidentally, you may be interested to know that Ron Nessen's
a
fame as /press secretary and his unparalleled skill at carrying out the

duties of his office --- has spread far and wide.

Last week at the

Columbia School of Journalism in New York City, fifty graduate students

were asked this question:

"If you had the chance to study the art of
~J ;! )""'·
(.'.

{more)
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simple direct communication with Ron Nessen --- what would you

ask for first?

11

Ninety-six percent answered: "Another chance! 11

And another member of our staff has also achieved considerable

recognition -- David Hume Kennerly.

The very first day Dave

Kennerly came to the White House to be my personal photographer, he

shook

my hand and promised to do for me exactly what he had done for

his last employer.

I said, 'Great! 11 Then I remembered who he had

worked for --- LIFE!

As most of you know from the schedule, this has been a very long,

busy and exhausting day at the White House.

I spent the morning

working on my new book: A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF JOHN HERSEY •.••.

We're also redecorating.

I'm sure you've all noticed that the

White House is getting a new coat of paint.

leak-proof ••••• I sure hope so.
(more)

The painter says it's
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But I do have one favor to ask of all the White House

Correspondents sitting here tonight.

paint the White House.

Every few years we have to

It's done for reasons of maintenance,

esthetics and appearance.

So please -- would you just refer to this

as a paint job -- not a cover-up?

And now, before I close, I have some acknowledgements

to make.

I want to thank Martin Agronsky for giving Pete Lisagor

the night off. •••• Peter, as you know, is one of Washington's foremost

television personalities.

It's not unusual forhim to be on five or six

shows a week, in addition to lectures, talks and personal appearances.

And every time he appears, he gets an enormous amount of fan mail.

Pete was telling me that just this morning he got a postcard saying:

HAVING A WONDERFUL TIME.

WISH YOU WERE HERE.

the editor of the Chicago Daily News.

(more)
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This has been a wonderful evening for Betty and me, and
and we thank you all for it.

You know,

there is a great deal written and said about the First Family.

This

designation usually refers to Betty, me, one daughter and three sons.

But to me, it doesn't have this limited connotation.

I see the First Family as being an extended family -- one that

draws in and includes all of the men and women who make the White

House a living, breathing and functioning body.

It encompasses a handful

of Fords, completely and comfortably surrounded by staff and press

alike.

We are not just Jerry, Betty, Susan, Jack, Steve and Mike ---

but Bob~ Helen, Ron, Fran, Frank and a few hundred others as well.

We work together, we laugh together, and on occasion, we have

come close to crying together.

speculations,

each other.

We inter act.

\and emotions.

We exchange ideas, facts,

We c annat function well without

This is the stuff that families are made of.

And like all families, we have our disagreements.

We

and assimilate individual attitudes, concerns, interests and information.

(more)

T:hen
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we shine the spotlight of these unique perceptions on each new problem,

each new challenge.

Your spotlight is not mine --- mine is not yours.

Sometimes we differ.

But the essence and the glory of the true family is this:

Decisions and conclusions may be questioned -- but motivation and

commitment are not.

trust.

We speak our differences in love -- and with

We accept that we are travelers heading towards the same

destination.

It is only the road that has to be determined.

This is the First Family I know we all want to be a part of.

We have shared some of these feelings here tonight.

never aspire to less.

We should

Thank you and good night.

#

#

#

·.~

\
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ME:VIORANDUM

\.....)
THE WHITE HOCSE
WASHI::-;GTO:\'

May 13, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

PAUL THEIS

FROM:

RON NESSEN

fZ

~- /v

I would send the Pittsburgh Press a short statement by the
President based on some of his public statements about America
retaining its confidence in itself, being determined to play its
leadership role in the world, and being optimistic about the future of
the economy.
I would NOT look back at all on Watergate, Vietnam, etc. in
keeping with the President• s very strong statement to this effect at
his last news conference.

-.

..-;;---.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 12, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

RON NESSEN

FROM:

PAUL THEIS

SUBJECT:

Attached request from
Pittsburgh Press for
Presidential statement

rr-

The Pittsburgh Press has asked for a Presidential statement,
to be published in their July Roto magazine, on the subject of
"In the Wake of Wat~rgate, Vietnam, the Mideast, recession,
crime in the streets and inflation, what has America to look
forward to? 11
Can we have your recommendation on this?

Thanks.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

375 MAY.

FYI

-------

.ACTION

~----

Liz O'Neill
Room 161

'·.

Press

The Pit

PrrrSBURGH, PA.

15230

MAy 9
May 6,

19 7 5

Honorable Gerald s. Ford
President of the United States
White House
washington, D. c. 20500
Dear Mr. President,
The Pittsburgh Press is planning, for early July, a
special Rota magazine on the subject of "In the wake of
Watergate, Vietnam, the Mideast, recession, crime in the
streets and inflation, what has America to look forward
to?"
We plan statements from specialists in all areas:
religion, education, politics, government, the arts, conservation, business and the like.
We'd dearly love to have a statement from you, however brief it might be.
While we can appreciate your schedule and the demands
on your time, we feel the subject an extremely worthy one,
and one that may more than interest you.
The Press is the largest newspaper in Western Pennsylvania, and also serves parts of Ohio, Maryland, West
Virginia and New York.
Its Sunday circulation is in the
area of 700,000.
As you might have suspected, we're in a hurry (newspapers are lousy long-range planners) and need copy about
May 30.
Yes or no, our best to a good man in a tough job.

William Allan
Features Editor
ih

..,.

.

~.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 30, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO:

RON NESSEN

FROM:

PAUL THEil"

SUBJECT:

Presidential statement for the
Pittsburgh Press

•

Attached is a proposed Presidential statement to be published by the
Pittsburgh Press in a specialRoto magazine in early July.
~d we please ~tV'e your cpmmepts and initja]s
by close of business Monday? Thanks .

•

Qll tb,~

cpyer .s.heet

v
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Presidential statement for the
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Tllv1E, DATE AND PLACE OF PRESIDENTIAL USE: _ __
to be published in July Roto magazine
SPEECHWRITER:
EDITED BY:

Bakshian
-----------------------------------Butler/Theis

BASIC RESEARCH/SPEECH MATERIAL SUPPLIED BY:
Research Office

CLEARED BY (Please initial):
(X)
(X)

OPERATIONS (Rumsfeld) - - - - - - - - - - - - CONGRESSIONAL/PUBLIC LIAISON (Marsh) _ _ __

(X) PRESS ( N e s s e n ) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ( ) LEGAL (Buchen) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (X) ECONOMIC POLICY BOARD (Seidman)!,_____________
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(X) DOMESTIC COUNCIL (Cannon) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(x)

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL (Scowcroft) _ _ __

(X) RESEARCH (Waldron)---------------------( x)

( ) ENERGY RESOUH.CES COUNCIL (Zarb)
)

t.y29, 1975

(Bakshian)PT
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STATEMENT

FOR PITTSBURGH PRESS, BY GERALD R. FORD

Balanced self-criticism is a sign of strength, not weakness.
But it would be a serious mistake to judge America 1 s future in the
perspective of the problems of a single decade.

For 1975 represents

much more than the end of an era of international and domestic
problems.

It marks the beginning of America's third century.

From the perspective of the total American experience, there
is ample reason to be optimistic about our future.

Some examples

from the past tell us why:
In 1812, our young nation faced its first war -- another struggle
with the British.
city invaded.

The Capitol and the White House were burned and the

But the

ft:ledgling
/
nation pulled itself together and survived.

V\0.:, \I"' o., & o I;..} II\
seclmin~ its independence intre process·
Fifty years later, when debate over slavery and union erupted into
war, Americans fought Americans for four bloody years.

But when the

war ended, the cause of human dignity and equality had been immeasurably
advanced.
In the 1930's, we suffered through the greatest economic and social
distress in our history.

But Americans pulled themselves together and

kept the Nation going.

(more)
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v
In two

W~rld

Wars, Americans gave their time, talent, resources

-\~e.-\("

-- and many/'lives --to keep the cause of human freedom and decency
alive.
In times of grave danger and distress, Americans have always
summoned their inner strength and their native genius to meet great
challenges.

And we have always grown stronger in meeting them.

We can do this much -- and more -- today:
-- We can continue to defend our hard-won peace 1n the world.

By

keeping America strong, we can keep America at peace.
-- We can restore peace and security at home.

Safe streets and swift,

efficient justice for victim and lawbreaker alike can add immeasurably to the
quality of American life.
-- We can pursue a far-seeing energy policy.

Instead of waiting for

crisis to strike again, we can begin now to make America energyindependent by adopting a responsible energy program.._, that will mean
jobs and a secure economy tomorrow.
-- We can protect all Americans from the economic distress of both
inflation and recess10n.

This can be done by cutting inflationary government

spending and debt; by continuing to increase our productivity; and by weighing
the potential cost of new spending schemes against their alleged benefits
before adding them to the taxpayer 1 s burden.
But beyond the specific goals, there is a general theme that is perhaps
even rnore important.

Today, and in the days and months immediately

(more)
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ahead, we must restore our traditional belief in Arne rica and our faith in
ourselves.

We have come through son1e pretty tough times together, but

we have made it.

Unlike most people in the world, we still have the

resources, the institutions and the opportunities we need to successfully
cope with our many real but solvable problems.
As we celebrate our Bicentennial, we must join together to make
sure Arre rica's past is truly the prologue to a greater future.
do it.

#

#

#

We can
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THI. GANNI:TT GROUP.

101 EAST ROMANA STREI!:T

June 12) 1975

PENSACOLA. FLORIDA 325.01
TELEPHONE 433-0041
ARE" CODE 904

Mr. Gerald R. Ford
President, United States of America
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear President Fcird:
The nation's Bicentennial is here; celebrations are beginning nationwide.
The celebration is one of the spirit. But in this era of vietnam, tif
economic problems, of Watergate, of allegations of illegal activities
by some of the nation's more prestigious agencies, many people are·
asking, "Is the u.s. still No.1?"
To kick off the Bicentennial, The Pensacola News is asking you and other
local, state and national leaders to answer a question: In your opinion,
is the U.S. still the No. 1 nation in the world?
We would be honored if you would answer that ~uestion for us--your
answer will be compiled with those of other selected prominent persons
in an article to be published July 3.
I leave the length of your answer for you to decide. But we, at The
News, feel the question is one of utmost importance as we face the
retrospective celebration of The Bicentennial.
.
I hope you share this sense of importance of this project, and will
take ·the time to answer my simple yet complex question.
Sincerely,
TH~,.

PENSACOLA NfWS

~- ; ./..
' ;·· //1
' .-.
~.... ~x.(c-"?;,r..i' t: •.&ercJ-:i/1'~~~

lloyd E. Goodman
Assistant Managing Editor
LG/clw

· abt }:ltusacnla Jounal

TIIE PENSACOLA NEWS
SUNOAY

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 17,

1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

PAUL THEIS

FROM:

RON NESSEN

/<!J /(/

This seems like a worthwhile project. Could you
please draft a short answer under the Pre side.nt 1 s
.name and let me have it for mailing to the Pensacola
News-Journal?
Incidentally, the Newhouse Newspapers ask me almost
every week what has happened to their months..old
request for the President• s views on alienation in
American society.

Attachment: Request from Lloyd Goodman, Pensacola
News- Journal, for President• s answer to question:
11
ln your opinion, is the US still the No. 1 .nation in the
world? 11

I 0 t Wd SI Nnr 9.6!
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THE. WHITE
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WASHINGTON

FROM

:

RON NESSEN

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 30, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

..

RONNES~/

FROM:

JIM SHU~

SUBJECT:

PRESID~~·s

NAACP.SPEECH

Following are some quick thoughts, as we discussed this
weekend, on the President's speech before the NAACP, scheduled
for tomorrow.

'
1. It should be a high
risk speech. Rather than cater to
expectations of conventional thi~~ing that the speech should
contain promises and programs, it should state bluntly and
clearly that the time for that is past. It should have as
its theme: It is insulting to Blacks - and a form of discrimination - to single them out as a special group deserving treatment.
It should say that the Administration is concerned about their
problems, not because tbey are Black problems, but because they
are American problems .

..

The speech could be constructed as follows:
Opening
This would set the theme, the: I come before
you not because you are Black Americans, but because your problems
concern me; and I recognize that now, in 1975, although there is
discrimination because of race, most of the deep problems of Black
Americans are due not to race but to other factors.
Review -- A section i.vhich \vould review history and
accomplishments of civil rights movement. ',It would be positive
and supportive. It would indicate that Pr~sident Ford is in
favor of Black desires for political, economic and social acceptance and equality. It would lead up to:
;·

'·'

'~I

>'\
Present Situation -- This section would note the results
.:~ jof the civil rights movement. · It would show what has been ac·,:'1 complished and what still remains to be done, displaying concern

'>\
(:;· \

...~~..·"'./
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--------------------------
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that so many Americans are still out of the mainstream of
American life and prosperity.
Ford Proqram -- This section would say that although
much remains to be done, it cannot be done by stirring passions
with empty promises.
It would recognize what the federal
government can and can not do.
Real success in achieving Black
goals will require hard work, first on the part of all Americans
who must look at Blacks not as a minority but as fellow human
beings, and secondly, and most of all, it will require hard work
on the part of Blacks, themselves, who must; as so many already
have, earn respect arid equality, just as everyone must.
There are, however, things the government can do, and
which the President could pledge the government will do:
.To take three

~ajor

areas;

'
Welfare and"Unemployment --We should pledge ourselves
to examine and improve present programs so that they deliver the
services they promise, and to review the programs to see if ways
can be found to make them unnecessary, to help people get off
welfare into productive jobs so that they can establish their
own sense of self-worth, and dignity. (Studies have shown this is
the goal of most welfare recipients.)
Jobs .-- The key to this, of course, is providing jobs,
and this administration is dedicated to building an economy strong
enough to employ everyone who \vants to work.
Education -- Although education is traditionally a
local function, supervised by the various states, this administration is dedicated to guaranteeing that all Americans get the best
education available so that they can function productively in
today's complex economy and can thus get jobs.
Discrimination -- There are p~enty of laws prohibiting
discrimination on the books. This administration is dedicated to
seeing that they are enforced, that ho American is discriminated
against on the basis of race, sex, or any other factor.
'-..

----;---------.---..----

---:--~.---~------
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Conclusion -

The administration's desire is to build a

nation worthy of the goals of the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution, in which the right of every man to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness are guaranteed. The
problems Blacks have in achieving those goals concerns us all,
and the administration pledges to help Blacks - and all Americans
work to reach those goals.
NOTE: The above is rough and off the top of my head.
It is
submitted only as the starting point for further discussion.

'
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHI:-IGT0:-1.

July

MEiv10RANDUM FOR:

17,

1975

PAUL THEIS/
DICK CHENEY

...: --;; .~

·-> >:t:·. . --c~

_. , FRANK ZARB

FROM:

~~,'ifiii~f:~~ '~: '~:~~~~'~:~F~~t·

Attached find a copy o{ a: -iett~E:L r~ce.ntly re~eived from. a friend: at;~·/::_i
Gulf Oil. It outline a the eno'rmous amount of money Gul£ spent for dri.lli.Og.
on the off-shore-rig "NeW··Era 1:'i·.whlch the President visited •. _ As you.::see, •.
that huge

. _ .-:..

expen•e produc~t. n~itil·

.

I

·

1;,'l:i~1~

Perhaps this experience of large ~xpenditure and no result could be worked
into a Presidential energy speech sometime as an exa...--nple of how much it
costs the oil companies to search for new sources o£ energy and howc~ften
that search is £utile.
..
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R::.b~r't

Goralski

102.5 Conne<:ticut Ave.,. N. W.

Wa .. nington, D. C. ZOO~e

July 14, 1975

f.'lr. Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

,

Dear Ron:
This is not.the least of your worries, but you might
be interested in one of the most serious of ours. The·
exploratory rig which President Ford visited off the Gulf
of Mexico in late April turned out to tre a bummer. After
nearly three months of digging at that site, it turned out
dry.
Because of Mr. Ford's visit to the rig, you might lL~e
.. to know that rig -- which cost $28,000,000 -- still has not.,...
uncovered any oil. While it was on the location visited by
Mr. Ford, Gulf spent $36,000 a day to keep t~at rig going.
That's the bad news. The good news is that Gulf has
moved the "New Era" rig to another area in the Gulf of f.'Iexico.
Tl'/e will again dig down to more than two miles in the hope
t~at oil is indeed there.
So muc~ for obscene profits.
Thanks for the autographed pictures of the President
on "New Era;"

Robert Goralski
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FROM: PAUL THEIS

If

Re your note on the Newhouse
request, the draft of this was sent
to Bob Hartmann several months
ago •.• and apparently was mislaid
someplace along the line.
In any event, attached is a copy

of that draft which is okay to send
to the Newhouse people. Sorry
about the delay on it ••• but thank
you for your reminder (and your
patience).

February 12, 1975
Sec.ond Draft

Bird (MF)

PRESIDENTIAL- STATEMENT FOR NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS

No one should attempt to minimize the serious problems we face.

But I reject absolutely the cynic's view that this country cannot meet

its challenges.

We have survived as a nation because Americans have always

ignored the doubters and inspired one another to overcome national

problems.

I have faith in the tremendous reservoir of good sense, hard

work, and determination of the American people.

Solving some of our current problems will not.; be easy-- far from

it -- but by working together, we will succeed together.

Our action will

bring new unity and a new era of national self-confidence and self-esteem.

# # #

·.._

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 8, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO:

RON NESSEN

FROM:

PAUL THEIS

~pr-

FYI: Attached is a letter which the President has approved for transmittal
to members of the White House staff on the anniversary of his first year
in office.

Although I much prefer looking forward' to looking back, I do
want you to know on this first anniversary of assuming the Presidential office that whatever I have been able to accomplish for our
country has been due in large measure to your loyalty and untiring
help.
Time races by without adequate opportunity for me to say personal11thanks" to all' who work hertt. But I do want you to know that
I am mindful and deeply appreciate of

~your

cooperation and your

commitment, and for the tolerance Shown by your family and friend&
at the over-long hours you put in -- not just f 0 r me, but for the
big job we are all trying to do togethero
I can't promise any shorter hours in the future but I am looking
forward eagerly to more challenges and more achievements -- with
assistance and your continued support.

y 0u~

Mrs. Ford joins me in warm

good wishe• to you and yours.
Sincerely,

.

.

-~

- --THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

8/8/75

TO:

Ron Nessen

FROM: PAUL THEIS

FYI

tn-

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 8, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

ROBERT T. HARTMANN

FROM:

PAUL THEIS()f'

SUBJECT:

The President's words since
August 9, 1 9 7 4

Since he came into office one year ago, the President has either
delivered in person or issued on paper close to one million words.
All of these were either drafted by or edited by or approved by the
Editorial Office. If you include correspondence sent out over the
President's name, this count jumps to well over 10 million words.
Broken down, these fall into these categories:
450 speeches or remarks (totaling 270, 000 spoken words alone)
75 proclamations
36 veto messages
59 bill signing statements
7 6 executive orders
134 written statements on various subjects
170 official communications to Congress, including messages
on legislation, protocols, conventions, transmittal of reports,
letters to the Speaker.
10 news conference statements
22 memos to heads of Federal departments and agencies
300 messages to heads of state
1, 567 messages or greetings to organizations or groups in
convention or meeting
19 magazine articles

\._../
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 8, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

ROBERT T. HARTMANN

FROM:

PAUL THEISm-

SUBJECT:

The President's words since
August 9, 1974

Since he came into office one year ago, the President has either
delivered in person or issued on paper close to one million words.
All of these were either drafted by or edited by or approved by the
Editorial Office. If you include correspondence. sent out over the
President's name, this count jumps to well over 10 millionwords.
Broken down, these fall into these categories:
450 speeches or remarks (totaling 270, 000 spoken words alone)
7 5 proclamations
36 veto messages
59 bill signing statements
76 executive orders
134 written statements on various subjects
170 official communications to Congress, including messages
on legislation, protocols, conventions.,. transmittal pf reports,
letters to the Speaker~
~
10 news conference statements
22 memos to heads of Federal departments and agencies
f .
300 messages to heads of state _
_
l, 567 messages or greetings to organizations or groups in
convention or meeting
19 magazine articles

·,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 13, 1975
\

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL THEIS
FROM:

RON NESSEN

.'

rfZ_ t+-U'

I have indicated on the speech draft several minor changes I propos e.
The only other thing about the speech that bothers me is that it seems
to begin rather abruptly. Couldn't there be a few paragraphs at the
beginning of general background on why we have the energy problem,
what course the President has chosen to follow to solve the problem,
and what goals his program is designed to reach? Then you could go
into the heart of the speech, beginning with the part about coal.
Also, I think the audience for this speech needs a little more explanation
of what changes the President wants to make concerning environmental
controls over coal burning, and needs a further explanation of why the
President vetoed two strip mining bills. I think the President needs to
explain to them the necessity to balance environmental needs against
energy needs, and his commitment to pursue both of these objectives
simultaneously.

(Pullen}RR /MF I RTH/PT

August 12, 1975
SECOND DRAFT

REMARKS FOR THE PRESIDENT TO USE AT THE VAIL SYMPOSIUM,

~

FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 1975
1
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I'm very pleased to meet today with a group considering how to

/

deal with the energy problem -- instead of debating its existence.

-. Our energy problem is like a giant puzzle.

Solving this puzzle

requires the piecing together of many complex, interlocking parts.

Our national ·coal reserves contain greater energy than the Middle

East's reserves of oil.

Coal is vital to energy independence.

This

resource will be developed with a commitment to balancing energy needs

with environmental concerns.

With almost half of the Nation's coal reserves in the West, you in

this region are justifiably concerned about the quality of development.

I understand and appreciate this concern.

But let me emphasize this:

We~

energy resources without sacrificing the

capable of tapping our national

environn~ent.

We will be able to
,.

'

...

,

-, .• '! (r ·.._,_

do so, however, only in an atmosphere of realism-- not antagonism.

,

<' \!
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As I told the coal industry last March, this Administration is

committed to seeing that improved rhining technology insures safe and

environmentally sound production of coal.

We also need the technology to

burn coal directly without producing environmental damage.

And the Nation• s

capacity to convert coal into clean, gaseous and liquid fuel must be increased.

Even if our reliance on imported oil for 38 percent of our current use

did not make us vulnerable to economic and political disruption, we would

still have to utilize our coal reserves.

The fact is-- we are an energy dependent society.

With the world's

reserves of oil and natural gas being consumed, we must utilize existing

energy sources and develop new ones.

But our dependence on imported oil at an average cost of $70 million

per day last year makes critical decisions necessary.

To help reduce

dependence on imports :and stem the outflow of American dollars and jobs,

•.

-3-

I will veto the six-month extension of price corlrols on domestic oil which

the Congress sent to me just before recessing .
.\

For :six months, this Administration tried to work with the Congress

to find a

con~promise

on decontrol.

The Congress twice rejected reasonable

Administration compromises.

Approval of this extension would mean only more months of delay

without the critically needed incentives to promote conservation and spur

new domestic oil production.

. ;:-

An extension would continue price uncertainty

To cushion the impact of··sudden decontrol, I will lift the special

hnport fees on crude oil and petroleum products.· These fees were imposed

to begin ener_gy conservation and to prod Congress into action.

If price controls are continued by the Congress over my veto, the

fees will be reinstated.

I am also directing the Justice Depai.·tment to appeal
~

<
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the recent adverse ruling by the U. S. Court of Appeals of the District
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The net affect of immediate decontrol and removal of the fees will

mean an increase of approximately three cents per gallon in the price of
\

petroleum products. Lifting t4ese fees will reduce by one-half the total

price impact of immediate decontrol.

Painful as they are, higher prices do help promote conservationr

.......

. For example, gasoline consumption has rem.ained about the same for the
pas~

two years.

In fact, without higher prices and recessionary influences,

we would now be consuming approximately a half million more barrels of

gasoline daily.

Reduced consumption helps reduce dependence.

solve the problem.

required.

But this alone will not

A dramatic increase in American production is also

Decontrol will stimulate domestic production by removing the

restrictive $5.25 per barrel price ceiling on so-called "old oil 11 which

accounts for 60 percent of all domestic production.

This ceiling

discourages the use of new and more expensive production technology.

establishing an artificially low price, it encourages indiscriminate and

wasteful use of our limited domestic resources.

By

-5-
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If the Congress also enacts ~A'tl:ri:H,~t~-p:r---=/\

. .

-- --il energy

.

\ey.

rebates to consumers and ttte"' 11 windfall profits•• tax on oil

companies~_
J

.\

~-

~the impact of decontrol, cushioned by the removal of the fees, will not

hind~mic

recovery.

• Swift action on these taxes must be accompanied by Congressional

action on other segments of my comprehensive energy package.

The piecemeal on-again-off-again Congressional approach to energy

during the past six months is dangerous, expensive and needless.

Every

day we delay means greater dependence on unreliabl

pushes back development of more efficient use of available energy and

/J

--rT {}

retards the search for new energy sources,( (/v;/<A-

c~/0 ~ ~

vVe are running out of time -- time we can use to help balance our

(? )
environmental concerns with our energy needs.

The longer we talk,

the shorter our time to act.
-·'

;·,- j
~:

I urge you to help us obtain Congressional action on a

energy program.

(.

comprehenshl.~ ... ':Y'
·~ ..,,..-.~

Failure to make tough decisions today drastically increases

-6the vulnerability of our economy to disruption and reduces our options

on how to meet the ,energy needs of the future.

r

w ·~ ,v-f-

·Y

0

·"
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We must pay the price-in dollars cmd> ~cisions are needed now to give

0

-

us command of our own economic and energy destiny.

• Now, let's get down to some of those tough questions you've

been saving up.

# # #
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TO: Ron Nessen
FROM: Paul Theis ,

'

g~

Attached is a revised copy o
s1 eiitial
remarks for use at the Vail Symposium on Friday.
The options indicated on this copy will be discus sed
with the President/at a meeting later today.
Please give me a call if you have.~..a.ay ..comments
or suggestions on tlis •
Thanks.
Attachment
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1 m very pleased to meet toda.y with a group considering how to

deal with the energy problem -- instead of debating its existence.

Our energy problem is like a giant puzzle.

Solving this puzzle

requires the piecing together of many complex, interlocking parts.

OPTIONAL PARAGRAPH ADDED:

When the parts are properly fitted, we will have a program that

. decreases energy consumption, increases domestic fuel supplies and

stimulates new energy technology.

Our immediate goal is to increase

production of domestic oil and gas while decreasing our wasteful consumption.

In meeting this objective, however, we must establish the framework L·r

the inevitable transition to an energy economy that does not rely on depletable

resources.

For within the next 25-50 years, oil and gas --which constitutes

two-thirds of the fuel we now burn -- may be too costly to use at any price.

END OF OPTION

--~~----

'

..
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As one in1portant piece of our energy puzzle, our national coal

reserves contain greater energy pote.t:1tial than the Middle East• s reserves
\

of oil.

Increased use of coal is vital to energy independence.

This

resource will be developed and consumed with a commitment to balancing

energy needs with environmental concerns.

With almost half of the Nation 1 s coal reserves in the West, you in

this region are justifiably concerned about the quality of developm.ent.

As

one who has visited here many tilnes, I share this concern.

But let me emphasize this:

We~ capable of tapping our national

energy resources without despoiling the environment.

We will be able to

do so, however, only in an abnosphere of realism-- not antagonism.

This Administration is committed to seeing that improved 1nining

technology insures safe and ehvironn1entally sound production of coal.

We

also need the improved technology to burn coal directly without producing

environmental damage.

The Nation• s capacity to convert coal into clean,

gaseous and liquid fuel can and must be developed.

/

/
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Even if our reliance on imported oil for 38 percent of our current

use did not make us vulnerable to econo1nic and political disruption, we would
.\

still have to utilize our coal reserves.

For coal will eventually become our

principal source of fossil fuel.

The fact is --we are an energy dependent society.

With our Nation's

reserves of oil and natural gas being consumed, and with the uncertainty of

foreign supplies, we must utilize existing energy sources, and develop new ones.

·Our dependence on imported oil at an average cost of $70 million

per day last year makes critical decisions necessary.

To help reduce

dependence on imports and stem the outflow of American dollars and jobs,

I will veto the six-month extension of price controls on domestic oil which

the Congress sent to m.e just before recessing.

For rnore than six months, this Administration tried to work with

the Congress to find a c01npromise on decontrol.

reasonable Adn>inistration c01npromises.

The Congress twice rejected

I went more than half way with

the Congress on the is sue.

_;;,;
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Approval of this extension would mean only more months of delay

without the critically needed incentives to prom.ote conservation and spur
.

new domestic oil production.

\

An extension would continue price uncertainty

for consumers and producers alike and maintain dependence on foreign oil

sources.

To cushion the im.pact of sudden decontrol, if the Congress sustains

my veto, I will lift the special import fees on crude oil and petroleum products.

These fees were ilnposed in the first place to induce conservation and reduce

consumption and our reliance on foreign oil -- which is vital to our national

security interests.

Unless we decontrol so-called "old oil 11 and in1.plement the other

elements of my energy program, an increasing share of our oil supply

will be coming from high-priced and unreliable foreign sources.

Hence,

gasoline and other petroleum product prices will continue to rise and our

vulnerability to future e1nbargoes will become intolerable.

·.-, ..... ,. ....
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The net c-.ffect of inunediate decontrol and removal of the import

fees will mean an increase of approximately three cents per gallon in the
.\

price of petroleum products ---contrary to what others have predicted.

This is a small price to pay to reduce our vulnerability to embargoes and

exorbitant price increases imposed by foreign producers.

OPTIONAL PARAGRAPH:

If the Congress refuses to sustain my veto and continues price controls,

I will have no other choice than to reinstate import fees.

Meantim.e, I am

directing the Department of Justice to appeal the ruling by the U. S. Circuit

Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia that the President does not

have the authority to impose fees on imported petroleum products.

END OF OPTION

(xnore)
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OPTIONAL INSERT:

Painful as they are, higher prices do promote conservation.

And

.just as importantly, they promote increased efficiency in the use of

petroleum products.

Cheap energy encourages waste and preserves inefficient energy

technology.

When the price of energy reflects its value, as determined

by the marketplace, there will be incentives to stop squandering our resources

and develop new technologies.

END OF INSERT

Reduced consumption helps reduce dependence.

not solve the problem.

required.

But this alone will

A dramatic increase in American production is also

Decontrol will stimulate domestic production by removing the

restrictive $5. 25 per barrel price ceiling on so-called ''old oil" which

accounts for 60 percent of all domestic production.

This ceiling arbitrarily

-7-

discourages the use of new and more e:»."Pensive production technology.

By

establishing an artifically low price, it encourages indiscriminate and wasteful
.\

use of our limited domestic resources.

OPTIONAL PARAGRAPH:

\Vhile we must solve our hnmediate need for oil, we must also develop

new sources of energy, such as solar power •

. END OF OPTION

If the Congress also enacts my two proposals for

energy rebates to consumers and a ''windfall profits" tax on oil companies,

then the impact of decontrol, cushioned by the removal of the in1.port fees,

will not hinder economic recovery.

Swift action on these taxes must be accompanied by Congressional

action on other segn1.ents of my comprehensive energy package.

The piecemeal on-again-off-again Congressional approach to energy

during the past six months is dangerous, expensive and needless.

Every day

.i

~

1'-

v;e delay n1.eans greater dependence on unreliable supplies of foreign oil,
. -\l ' .;
---~·
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pushes hack developn'lent of more efficient use of available energy and retards

the search

fo1~

new energy sources here at home.

Vve are running out of time -- time we can use to help balance our

environmental concerns with our energy needs.

shorter our time to act responsibly.

oil embargo, we can no longer act.

The longer we talk, the·

In times of crises, such as the 1973

Vve can only react.

I urge you to help us obtain Congressional action on a comprehensive

energy program.

Failure to make tough decisions today drastically increases

the vulnerability of our economy to disruption and reduces our options to

meet the energy needs of the future.

Economists and environmentalists have been telling us that there is

no free lunch in this world.

And they are right.

The price for cornmand of

our economic and energy destiny is small in dollars, but high

111

reward --

if we make the tough decisions that are demanded of us.
;

j
I

Now, let 1 s get down to those tough questions you 1 ve been saving up.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

HEMORANDUH FOR:

THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

PAUL-H. O'NEILL

SUBJECT:

Meeting the 40,000 Employment
Reduction

o~~~

It is my pleasure to bring you good news--for a change.
· Not only has the Federal Governmen·t met ~ :mr employmen·t
reduction goal of 40,000 for FY 75 but we actually ended
the year 12,400 ~mployees below the ceiling you set.
Last August you announced a 40,000 employment reduction
from levels planned in the 1975 Budget. This was aimed
at holding civilian Federal employment in the Executive
Branch in full-time permanent positions (excluding the
Postal Service) at or below 1,928,100 on June 30, 1975.
The Civil Service Commission informs us that full-time
peimanent employment as of June 30, 1975 stood at 1,915,700
or 12,400 below the goal you set last August.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C.

20503

J1.UG 1 :1 1875
HEMORANDUM FOR:

THE PRESIDENT

FROH:

PAUL-H. O'NEILL

SUBJECT:

Meeting the 40,000 Employment
Reduction

O .J.tl~~
v~~

It is my pleasure to bring you good news--for a change.
· Not only has the Federal Government met : )Ur employmen·t
reduction goal of 40,000 for FY 75 but we actually ended
the year 12,400 employees below the ceiling you set.
Last August you announced a 40,000 employment reduction
from levels planned in the 1975 Budget. This was aimed
at holding civilian Federal employment in the Executive
Branch in full-time permanent positions (excluding the
Postal Service) at or below 1,928,100 on June 30, 1975.
The Civil Service Commission informs us that full-time
permanent emplo:yment as of June 30, 197 5 stood at 1, 915,700
or 12,400 below the goal you set last August.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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FROM: PAUL THEIS
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 28, 1975

Dear Mr. Ickes:
It was with more th~n a little dismay that I learned
fro:r;n Senator Carl Curtis --who is acquainted with
your son-in-law, Mr. Lee Terry of Omaha --that
you and I are arch political rivals. Namely, that
we both claim title to the position of Honorary Mayor
and Justice of the Peace of Fulford, Colorado.
Lately, it seems that whenever I assume a new office,
I am put in the spot of having to defend my right to
hold it. This is certainly true of my present job in
which a goodly number of well-meaning gentlemen
have e>..."Pressed a definite interest. I have not been
overly concerned with this threat, however, as I was
comfortable in the notion that I could retire to relative
security as Honorary Mayor of Fulford.
Now, even this is being challenged and it has been
suggested that the way to amicably settle our dispute
is to hold a run-off election. However, I understand
that the population of Fulford consists of one citizen,
yourself. Thus, after reviewing the findings of a
private pole conducted in my behalf, I am forced to
concede that while the election would be a close one,
I could lose by as much as one vote. Also, I suspect
that any recount by the incumbent Fulford Justice of
the Peace would not materially advance my candidacy.

- 2 -

Therefore, with a w i s d o = ' : = the crucibl:-""

of nearly thir_!y yea
e Washington politi~-./
....;-- ,
scen~~alled horsesense in Colora
wi yield
to the gentte:tnan rom Fulford all c ims to any
Honorary titles in your fair city. Moreover, I think
I'm going to have my hands full hanging on to m:y
current job.
__

---··--

With warmest good wishes,

Mr. Harvey Ickes
Fulford, Colorado

•

COMMITTEES:

CARLT. CURTIS

AG511CVL TURE AND FORESTRY

t • .;_ . . . A-,_JO;.A

JOINT CoMMITTEE ON INTERNAL REVENUE
TAXATION
so...c-.:T CoM~~1,-T:·l o·~ ST.r..NOA.RDS AN:>
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The Honorable GeraLd R. Ford
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. c. 20500
Dear Mr. President:
I understand that in addition to the high o.ffice of President of
the United States you hold the distinguished titles of Honorary Mayor
and Justice of the Peace of the town of Fulford, Colorado.
You may or may not be aware that a problern has developed with
regard to the latter two positions. I am writing with the hope that I
might help you resolve it short of any liabilities it cou~ cause your
Presidential re-election efforts next year.
You see~ Mr. President~ there is another Honorary Mayor and
Justice of the Peace of Fulford. His name is Harvey Ickes. He is the
only full-time resident of Fulford~ which I understand has been a ghost
town since about 1913. I am advised that Mayor Ickes was out of town
the day that Mr. Joseph Hartt of Englewood, Colorado, conferred the
titles of Mayor and Justice of the Peace of Fulford upon you. I am
further advised that Mayor Ickes uttered a ghostly groan upon learning~
on his return, that another person, namely Your Honor, had been named
Mayor and Justice of the Peace.
Now that you are about to embark on a vacation trip to the Fulford
area, I have given the matter a great deal of thought and I believe
you have a much-needed opportunity to settle ,·this controversial titular
dispute.
First~ let me recommend very strongly against any contest that
would place before the Senate of the United States the task of determining the validity of your certificate of appointment as opposed to any
certificates that might be held by Harvey Ickes. The Senate has
demonstrated conclusively in the New Hampshire Senate contest that it
is not competent to settle matters of this type without unbridled confusion and disruption.
;

Secondly, I likewise advise very strongly against any sort of
~~ 1
r-unoff election. (The Senate likely would try to effect .a runoff
.,;:::/
election in this case if it got its hands on it. J My reasoning is thas:.,,"__ / /
I wouldn't want you to lose, and I hate to think how the election would
come out in a ghost town where the only votes cast beyond those of
your opponent and his immediate family would have to come from the local
graveyard. I know that in your long elective career you have never had

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
August. 8_, 19?5
. Page 2
any experience garnering votes from citizens who have departed this
world. I do nt)t know Mx>. Ickes' talents in this regard_, but I do know
your history of electoral integrity.
My considered proposal., Mr~ President., is that you attempt to
settle this problem by negotiation and compromise. I am personally
acquainted with Mayor Ickes' son-in-law., Mr. Lee Terry of Omaha.,
Nebraska. Mr. Terry is the News Director of KETV Television Station
·in Omaha. He is very fair-minded., and he is currently vacationing with
his family in Fulford~ I am confident that he would make his services
available as mediator. I believe Mr. Terry couZd get a favorable response
from Mayor Ickes if you wouZd withdraw any cZaim you might have to the
· title of Mayor in return for an agreement qy Mr. Ickes that he wiZZ
recognize you as the uncontested holder of the title of Justice of the
Peace of Fulford.

Mayor Ickes ~ill welcome your participation in the administration
of justice in the Corrmunity., I feel sure. He already has his hands fuU.
During his ten-year term as Mayor., he has served the needs of his constituency day and night. In addition to Mayor and Justice of the Peace.,
he has performed the duties of Police Chief., Fireman., garbage collector.
and eity engineer-. He is the only chief exeeutive I know who has had
100% suppoPt consistently /Porn his constituency •. In fact, it would seem
most helpful to have him on youP side. It would assure you of 100% of
the votes in Pulford in 19?6.
Hopefully yours.,I am
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 28, 1975

Dear Mr. Ickes:
It was with more th?-n a little dismay that I learned
from Senator Carl Curtis -- who is acquainted with
your son-in-law, Mr. Lee Terry of Omaha --that
you and I are arch political rivals. Namely, that
we both claim title to the position of Honorary Mayor
and Justice of the Peace of Fulford, Colorado.
Lately, it seems that whenever I assume a new office,
I am put in the spot of having to defend my right to
hold it. This is certainly true of my present job in
which a goodly nmnber of well-meaning gentlerr1en
have expressed a definite interest. I have not been
overly concerned with this threat, however, as I was
comfortable in the notion that I could retire to relative
security as Honorary Mayor of Fulford.
Now, even this is being challenged e;tnd it has been
suggested that the way to amicably settle our dispute
is to hold a run-of£ election. However, I understand
that the population of Fulford consists of one citizen,
yourself. Thus, after reviewing the findings of a
private pole conducted in my behalf, I am forced to
concede that while the election would be a close one,
I could lose by as much as one vote. Also, I suspect
that any recount by the incumbent Fulford Justice of
the Peace would not materially advance my candidacy.

•

- 2 -

wisdo~

Therefore,. with a
the crucible ""\
of nearly thir~_~_au on thg..JY_ashington politicaJ_..-/
scem(~alled horsesense in Col;raa§DI will yield
to the gentteman from Fuliord all claims to any
Honorary titles in your fair city. Moreover, I think
I'm going to have my hands full hanging on to my
current job.
_Wit~ ~armest
~t

good wishes,

.:

Mr. Harvey Ickes
Fulford, Colorado
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The Honorable GeraLd R. Ford
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
Dear Nr. President:
I understand that in addition to the high o.ffice of President of
the United States you hold the distinguished titles of Honorary Mayor
and Justice of the Peace of the town of Fulford, Colorado.
You may or may not be aware that a problem has developed with
regard to the latter two positions. I am writing with the hope that I
might help you resolve it short of any liabilities it could cause your
Presidential re-election efforts next year.
You see, Mr. President, there is another Honorary Mayor and
Justice of the Peace of Fulford. His name is Harvey Ickes. He is the
only fuZZ-tune resident of Fulford, uJhich I understand has been a ghost
town since about 1913. I am advised that Mayor Ickes was out of town
the day that Mr. Joseph Hartt of Englewood, Colorado, conferl·ed the
titles of Mayor and Justice of the Peace of Fulford upon you. I am
further advised that Mayor Ickes uttered a ghostly groan upon learning,
on his return, that another person, namely Your Honor, had been named
Mayor and Justice of the Peace.
Now that you are about to embark on a vacation trip to the Fulford
area, I have given the matter a great deal of thought and I believe
you have a much-needed opportunity to settle 'this controversiaL tituLar
dispute.
First, let me recommend very strongly against any contest that
~ouZd place before the Senate of the United States the task of determining. the validity of your certificate of appointment as opposed to any
certificates that might be heZd by Harvey Ickes. The Senate has
demonstrated concLusively in the New Hampshire Ser~te contest that it
is not competent to settle matters of this type UJithout unbridled confusion and disruption.
Secondly, I likewise advise very strongly against any sort of
runoff election. (The Senate likely would try to effect ,a runoff
election in this case if it got its hands on it.) My reasoning is thus:
I wouLdn't want you to lose, and I hate to think how the election would
come out in a ghost town where the only votes cast beyond those of
your opponent and his immediate family would have to come from the local
graveyard. I know that in your long e lcctive career you have never had

•

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
August. 8~ 19'15
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any experience garnering votes from citizens who have departed this
world. I do not know Mr. Ickes' talents in this regard~ but I do know
your history of electoral integrity.

MY considered proposal 3 Mr. President~ is that you attempt to
settle this problem by negotiation and compromise. I am personally
acquainted with Mayor Ickes' son-in-law3 Mr. Lee Terry of Omaha~
Nebraska. Mr. Terry is the News Director of KETV Television Station
·in Omaha. He is very fair-minded~ and he is currently vacationing with
his family in Fulford. I am confident that he would make his services
available as mediat01~. I believe Mr. Terry could get a favorahle response
from Mayor Ickes if you would withdraw any claim you might have to the
· title of Mayor in return f'or an agreement py Mr. Ickes that he wiZZ
recognize you as the uncontested holder of the title of Justice of the
Peace of Fulford.
Mayor Ickes will welcome your participation in the administration
of justice in the Community~ I feel sure. He already has his hands full.
During his ten-year term as Mayor~ he has served the needs of his constituency day and night. In addition to Mayor and Justice of the Peace~
he has performed the duties of Police Chief3 Fireman~ garbage collector
and city engineer. He is the'onZy chief executive I know who has had
100% support consistently from his constituency. In fact_, it would seem
most helpful to hcvJe him on your side. It would assure you of 100% of
the votes in Fulford in 19'16.
Hopefully yours_,I am
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•
ThaDlt. yea Yery .mtaeh for the eertifiest&
maldng me the Ho.no.rary Juatlce of th-e ·
Peace aad Mayor of Fulford. Eagle County,
Colorado. 1 am delighted to have the color
p~apa showing Fulford 1A the Aut:uma.a.nd ')"0& ~• mo:wt kl1ld tD fram.e th9 pi.ctur-er
and the- certificate bs wood from o.~» ot the
towa_,• eld DW:aeit.
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Wltta "WU"DWet. best~ . -

.loceph :a. ,.Hal'tt
6352 Soatb Popla.r Couri
Engl&"W''od~ Colorado 80110
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MEMORANDUM FORa

JERRY .JONES

J'BO:Wa

BON NESSEN

I propoae that o..-r the next moDth or ao tbe PrealdeAt agree to

a baDdlul of remalning laterriew request• from major newapapera
whlc.b cover the White Hoaae regularly. There l8 conaldorable
JI"Umbllng hom these major newepapel'8 which han DOt hacl thelJ>
tura. and if we get rid ol them soon. U will clear the deck• to
coacauate on our Yarlou oat-o.f•tow'll bater'ri...,. &Ad media
eveDb •
. The outataDdloalDtel'Ylew requata 1 Hcommaud tlut Pre•ldeDt
: accept are:

Cblcago Sua Tlmea
Sulppa Howard
Cox Newspaper•
Peter Llaagor
Newbouae Newepapel'a
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MEMORANDUM J"OR1

JERl\Y JONES

ROMJ

BON NESSEN

I wlab to pi"Opoae tbat the Pl"eeldeAt aaree to appear oa "Meet the
PI'•••" oa NBC at aooa. Suaday. November 9 for a balf-bou
laterYlew.
Thla 1• Lawrean SplY&k'alarewell prosram. Hele retlriq alter
rW1111D1 nMeet the Preas" OD televialoa for Z8 years &Ad Oil radio
for 30 years. Aa yoa now. Spivak ie ODe of the moat l'elpected
aa4 beloved televlaioa peraoaalltlea. Hia tons afflllatlon with "Meet
the Preas" baa made b1m truly aa lAeUtutloa. It would be a flttlna
trlbate at the concluloll of bla career for tbe PrealdeD& to appeal'
.oa Splnk•s farewell prognm.
U the PJoealde!lt aareea to appeaz. lt would be a ataDdal"d "Meet the ·
Preaau format with Spivak •• moderator aDd a panel el four jouraUats
aekiDa the queatloaa. The proaram could be done either at the NBC
atacUoa lJl Waabl.Datoa or al the White Houe.
I ati'ODglf reeomme.Dfl that the PrealdeDt accept thla lllYitatloa. 1
wotWJ appreciate a declaloa at the earlle•t po•sible moment eo that
tbe •how can give the Pl'e•ldent' • appearaACe wide ,Ullclty aDd
plck &A eaped&Uy dlstblpiabecl panel ol queetloul'a.
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