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Mary McGrory 

Bicentennial 
May survive 

.• 

w--.-Star &aft Writer- '( ' 
/*' .- -· •:- "" .,. "lo "'t .. "; ·: ,...- H' • 

THE WASHINGTON STAR 
April 21, 1975 

_The Rev. Robert· Goueage, the 
vu:ar .-. spoke· several hundred words 
to thousands. But his soared 
to the lovely arched ceiling. They , 
rose with the lanterns that were 
being carried to the steeple by de- . 
scendants of Robert Newman, the ' 
sexton who gave the signal which 
the Vicar said, "sent Paul on 
his ride through Middlesex to the 
birthof. our. republic. •• 

. "Those two-lanterns which once 
shone.from.tbis steeple led us to two . 

of some progress.in reason, 
m .hber.ty; and in faith- but not ; 

,.. -----·-------' ' i· View ·good'_news from : 
Massacbuserls.is that the BiCentenni- · ei fulfillme··· . nt m· mind .·.: 
al can be beautiful.. i gq.;, • 

"n.e .first observance. ·m , the Old ., bOdy, bu't'not enough, to . 
North 'Cburch·.was. soleniii. stirring .. some:.gruns in thinking, acting and 
and the-second, .at Con- · (!-"eedom,.- but not.. 
c:ord Bndge·o;yas rowdy and revolu- .. ' . •. : . , .. : l 
nonary, steppmg to the: cheeky sound The_ Golledge Said. later. thaf .: 
of fifes··and'growling:.\ioritb' protestt<he .M.d of_what.to say j 
that was'nonmexj)ectec:f'aild not en-v·""-on . . for \ 
tirelyoutofplace. . wliat a J 

.. Bicentennial put J. 

chusetts . anyway. 'is .so•wwerful it s,uggested the·country_JDigbt · 
has· pushed the do. more '. earlier in ,,' 

and commercialism ar.o. _Ha.n;lpshire·:• 
fliCting it elsewhere. Indeed the 200th ·, tt. might 1 

less., ··z .. · ·· - . . , . 
.. . 

Green last inspira- the perfect motto •. '13ut 
··: :;:_:> 1 ..... 

Fot:. him it was not. His brief and · .fec:t. symbol, 2: third lantern fm;: .the 
haPless 5oJotirn among the Yankees But the is 
may have puzzled him about the po-. _not a_ 'lWck study,.,and the next .. 
litical-potential of :the·jubilee: In the. by ·· 
simple Paul-.·Revere's · 
churd), -helit OO.oratoricananterns . . -He failed !o 
At he. tact1essly,-,boasted of: and the 
our ·-:- sui>..; _;"!as surgmg all around him: . . 
ject. for. tllfi nation•s-most/ anti-War. "'Yas VISiting· the;,•' 

fora town where the memo- HiS audience haS been · 
ry Of feartw .farmers· firing on·Em• liv,InB down. a I)ath .., 
pire's the·streets. • bned. wtth men · 
.• r · • .. . ' .. tncm;nes. shoc:s. ' 

seemed over.- :. AlDen. sh. Irts and ·j 
come. ht Jbe . 'beauty,,of the had. made. l'beY 
OldNo$!Churchservice.·At one·mO! holding m1!5kets fashione? · 

;dispatched.., to . a seat . •. facmg,:'l :reg1- ... 1 , 

alone in a....corner. There he under- t 
went . the. humbling experience . of uniforms, m . I 
hearing.an unJmown.EpiscOpaLdivine were authentic the 1 

the..BU:entennial 'Speech that a .. Jast .. 
presideatsbouldhave made! ·'· foo. t .)jru.i . . and d:zill- J 

· · -. the birtAday smce 
. 

In the gaudy grove, continental sol-··1 
diers in blue and bluff mingled with 
pipers and and dogs drip­
ping wet from the river. A woman in 
ruffled colonial cap and apron served j 

soup to the Redcoats. A ! 
company af militiamen who had 1 marched out of Sudbury at five in the 1 
morning - proudly out of step like I 
the colonial originals looked on 
and jeered . 

"They_ eat too wen:· jeered an-; 
irregular, wholly in the spirit of\ 
past.. . 1 

The tlie 
troops; a Concord official named 
Jobn Osborn, who swept a.round in a · 
splendid brown <:loak, said, just be- , 
fore the · President arnved. is 
sacred You:won•t::find a 1 
souvenir shop in' this. town. We,have-.; 

• 1 
Into this setting; Gerald· Ford came · 

and delivered what sounded like & 
Kissinger ·briefing. In Paul Revere 
country he ·t'hose to speak of , 
ham Lincoln. He hinted that "evolu-; 
tion,. might be a better word:than 
... revolution" these . · 

The ragamuffins of the People';. 
Bicentennial who were masse · 
across the river 'under; their yellow 
..Don't Tread on Me" bOoed 
and hissed lustily. throughout. 
President read on woodenly. In Coil- : 
cord,. defiance of the ·authorities is · 
not exactly the grosse.$1 violatiOn of. 
tradition. The police were restrained; 

.. Personally," said a SUdbury 
tiaman, "l.think we make too much 
of our presidents._l'm.glad he came. I 

. . ' 
Public men might think. of.' that. If 

Massachusetts leads the way, as it 1 
did 200 years ago; the .. Bieentennial 
bas its own force. Politicians can do 
little to or-for it: It won't do anything 
for them if they don't understand how 
much America wants to celebrate - ' 
and why. · '-" · · · .. , · 

. . ' 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 19, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR/oN NESSEN 
JIM CONNOR 

FROM: DONALD 7LD 
Mr. Healy, I believe of the New York Daily 
News, indicated the other day that when Jerry 
Green of the News talked to the President on 
the phone when he returned, they discussed a 
long-standing request by the News to interview 
the President. They would like to do that. It 
would be the three of them -- I believe Newhart, 
Green and Healy. Could you give me a report 
on the status of that. Maybe someone ought to 
get back to them. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 28, 1975 

BOB HARTMANN 
JACK MARSH 
DON RUMSFELD 

RON NESSEN 

Lou Cannon told me after my briefing today that someone tried to 
peddle to the Washington Post last week the story that the 
President has decided not to run for election. The Post did not 
go for the story. Cannon would not say who tried to peddle the 
story. 

On a possibly related matter, Sarah HcClendon of the El Paso Times, 
tells me that somebody tried to sell her the story that the President 
is canceling all of his major engagements in the early Fall because 
Mrs. Ford is fatally ill and he wants to spend as much time with 
her as he possibly can. 

Somebody is playing the game rough in this town. 




