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Mz. Presideat:

Here ls a very brief compilation of guidance oa
issues of special importance in Teanessee and
Ohle.

You might want to look through this before your

interview at 11 am with the Scripps-Howerd TV
stations frem Cleveland, Clacinmati, and M emphis.

Ron Nessea



I

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 17, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. RON NESSEN
FROM: TERRY O'DONNELL
SUBJECT: Anecdotes for Jack Anderson

When the President visited Grand Rapids Saturday evening

and Sunday, May 15 and 16, he stayed in a residential
neighborhood in the home of an old friend. Neighbors put

up the staff members. Sunday morning he asked me who

I was staying with and I told him I was staying with Mr. Fred
Vogt. I added that Mr. Vogt could not come to greet the
President as the other neighborhood members had because

of physical ailments has him confined to his house. The
President commented that he knew Fred quite well, that

he must be getting on in years, but that he would like to
personally say hello since he was unable to greet the President
with the others. I said fine, and led the President across the
yard and through a path that led to Fred Vogt's backyard.

The President of the United States knocked at the screen door
and shouted through the kitchen, "Fred, are you there?"

The President walked through the kitchen and into the den
where Mr. Vogt, who must be in his seventies, was seated.
Fred was surprised by this spontaneous visit, but the President
put him at ease and sat down to chat for a few minutes.

I was a little amazed by the entire incident, It was touching
to me to see the President knocking on the back door and
shouting through the kitchen as a neighbor might do anywhere

else throughout the United States.



2. At an airport on a recent stop, we were leaving late in the
evening. The departure was closed and the President got
out of the limousine and shook hands with a few of the
policemen who were standing next to his car. Then, preparing
to ascend the ramp, he took a last look behind him, and about
fifty yards back along-side the terminal, he spotted a
gifl in a wheelchair with a single escort.

Although he was tired from a long day of campaigning and we

were running late on the schedule, he turned around and proceeded
to walk all the way across the ramp to her location to shake her
hand and wish her well.

3.In Omaha, Nebraska, after another long day of campaigning, the
President was preparing for his last event. He jested, '""Don't
you have two or three thingg more we can do after this speech?"
I responded, '""Well, I don't so, Sir. I think we've done everything
we can do. However, there is a community party in a farmhouse
in Arlington, Nebraska, about 45 minutes by car, and they have
invited you to come out and congratulate the honored guest -~
Hans Jorgenson, a farmer who came from Denmark and became
a citizen fifty years ago.' Following the speech, and much to
my surprise, the President said, '""Let's call that Jorgenson
get-together. '"" The President spoke for about 5 minutes with
the residents of that rural farm community/who were all gathered
together in a farm house to honor Jorgenson.

&§.In North Carolina, the President's helicopter departed late in the
afternoon bound for a location in the Smoky Mountains in North
Carolina's western sector. After trying for half an hour to find
a break in the dense fog, the pilot advised us that he must return
to the airport -- there was no hope in flying to our destination.
The President asked what the situation was at the destination.

He was told that several thousand people had gathered on the
mountain top field to greet the President. Several of us pointed
out that it would require an hour and a half or a two-hour drive
along small mountain roads through narrow passes to reach the
site and suggested that we may want to cancel the event because
of the weather and proceed by motorcade directly to the last
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stop of the day. The President's reply was quite straight-
forward - "When I say I am going to do something, I am going
to do it. P-E-R-I-O-D. - Those people are counting on us
and we are not going to let them down.' So, we drove for an
hour and a half up through the mountains to meet with a small
crowd, and motorcaded another hour and a half to our final
event in the State.

$: A Staff Member discussing the loss in the North Carolina

primary with the President commented that it was a disappoint-
ment but certainly we would bounce back in Wisconsin. The
President agreed about Wisconsin but added, "We will continue
to do what is right for America and her people regardless of
short-term political ramifications -~ you know, in the long
run, there is no question about it -- that's the only way to go. !



Slesipenr Foes

- /Md /..é'a—ao o Wbecch Lhe LU Le

i
i










MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RON NESSEN

Attached is a copy of a telegram I received from Jobhn McGoff,
President of the Panax Newspapers in Michigan, As you see,
the telogram sanounces that McGoff's 6 daily and 23 weekly
Rewspapers in Michigan are endorsing you in a special front-
page editorial today, oa the eve of the Michigan primary.

The telegram then goes on to reprint the wording of the editorial
endorsement,

This should be very helpful in tomorrows primary, and indicates

how influential a phone call, a lunch, and an editorial board meeting
can bel

Attachment:

Telegram from John P. McGoff - Panax Corporation

e e
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WASHINGTON DC 20500
THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF A TELEGRAM SENT TO PRESIDENT GERALD FORD

DEAR PRESIDENT FORD, WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE 6 DAILY AND
23 WEEKLY PANAX NEWSPAPERS IN MICHIGAN ARE ENDORSING YOU IN
TUESDAY'S PRIMARY.

THE ENDORSEMENT WILL BE ON THE FRONT PAGE OF A SPECIAL PRIMARY

FLECTION ADDITION GOING TO OVER 400,000 HOMES IN MICHIGAN ON MONDAY
AFTERNOON.

OUR ENDORESEMENT READS AS FOLLOWS: "WHEN PRESIDENT GERALD FORD TOOK
OFFICE NEARLY TWO YEARS AGO THIS WAS A COUNTRY BITTERLY DIVIDED BY
THE ISSUES OF WATERGATE AND SOUTHEAST ASIA AND RAVAGED BY THE TWIN
ECONOMIC ILLS OF INFLATION AND RECESSION.

IT WAS A ROUGH ASSIGNMENT ONE THAT MANY THOUGHT THAT WAS TOO MUCH
FOR HIM. HE HAD NO EXECUTIVE EXPERIENCE, THE ARGUMENT WENT, AND AS
OUR FIRST APPOINTED PRESIDENT HE HAD NO ELECTORAL MANDATE TO POINT
T0.

BUT IN TWO SHORT YEARS WE HAVE SEEN A NEARLY MIRACULOUS TURNAROUND.
THE BITTERNESS AND HATRED WHICH TORE AT US SO MANY YEARS HAS FADED
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IN HIS TIME IN OFFICE HE HAS BEEN INCREASINGLY SURE-HANDED IN HIS
ACTIONS, WHETHER DEALING WITH CONGRESS OR WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES, HE
HAS HELPED CONTROL FEDERAL SPENDING WITH A SERIES OF VETOES. HE HAS
RECOGNIZED THE DANGEROUS SLIDE IN THE CAPABILITY OF OUR MILITARY
FORCES AND' HAS PUSHED FOR MORE FUNDING FOR THEM. HE HAS MOVED TO
STOP ABUSES IN WELFARE PROGRAMS. HE HAS MOVED TO TRIM THE FEDERAL
PAYROLL .

IT HASN'T BEEN AND EASY PRIMARY SEASON FOR MR FORD. RONALD REAGAN
HAS ASKED SOME TOUGH QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FORD ADMINISTRATION SOME OF
WHICH WE AGREE WITH.

BUT WE MUST REMEMBER IT IS MUCH EASIER TO BE ON THE OUTSIDE ASKING

THE TOUGH QUESTIONS THAN ON THE INSIDE ACTUALLY PROVIDING ANSWERS.
PART OF OUR PROBLEMS IN THE FIELD OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, FOR INSTANCE,
HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY A POST-VIETNAM CONGRESS AT TIMES AFRAID TO MEET
OUR RESPONSIBILITIES. AND THE SIGHT OF BOTH NELSON ROCKEFELLER AND
BARRY GOLDWATER AGREEING ON MR FORD'S HANDLING OF THE PANAMA CANAL
SHOULD MAKE ANYONE THINK THAT MAYBE HE IS ON THE RIGHT TRACK THERE.
IT iS, IN SHORT, ALOT EASIER TO BE IN THE GRANDSTAND THAN OUT ON THE

PITCHERS MOUND.

THERE IS AN OLD RULE IN BOXING THAT IN A CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH A
DECISION ALWAYS GOES TO THE CHAMPION UNLESS THE CHALLENSER 1S
CLEARLY AND DECISIVELY BETTER. MR REAGAN HAS SCORED SOME POINTS IN
THIS CAMPAIGN AND WE HOPE MR FORD PAYS ATTENTION TO THEM.
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3UT THE OVERALL DECISION HAS TO GO IN FAVOR OF ¥R
VOTE FOR HIM ON TUESDAY."

BEST WISHES AND G0OD LUCK ON TUESDAY.
SINCERELY,

JOHN P MCGOFF PRESIDENT PANAX CORPORATION
NNNN

FORD. WE URGE A
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

INTERVIEW WITH
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS TV STATIONS

Tuesday, May 18, 1976
12 - 12:40 p. m.
The Oval Office

- .
From: Ron Nessen ./’\ ,/! /(

PURPOSE

To film three separate 10-minute interviews with three television
stations in Little Rock, Arkansas.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS, PRESS PLAN

A. Background

This is another in a series of interview requests you have accepted
in states holding primary elections. (The Arkansas primary is

May 25.) You will be interviewed separately by reporters from each
+of the three major television outlets in Little Rock. Each inter-
view will last 10 minutes.

The interview will be broadcast on the station's regular evening
newscast the same day.

The PFC recommended these interviews.

B. Participants

KTHV-TV (CBS) - Bob Lawrence, anchorman of the 6:00 p.m. and
10:00 p. m. newscasts :

KATV-TV (ABC) - Fred DeBrine, anchorman of the nightly newscasts
KARK-TV (NBC) - Gary Long, News Director; formerly State Capitol
reporter
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C. Press Plan

A White House transcript will be made. A White House photographer
will take photos which will be autographed and sent to the participants
as mementos of the occasion. ' :

TALKING POINTS

A. Short briefing book on the issues of special interest in Arkansas
and Little Rock will be given to you for review before the interviews.



THE WHITE HOUSh_/
WASHINGTON

NOTE FOR: ’L (’q ! "tt.&»féi'au:/

FROM  : RON NESSEN
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ROHA

MICHIGAN - 96% of vote counted

Thé President: 65% 723,038

Reagan: 34% 345,541

MARYLAND - Final Talley

The President: 58% 94,784

Reagan: 42% 68,916
















































































































































