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Wednesday, 5, 1975 

Unsigned articles below are the opinion of The World-Herald 

. President Ford needs to project the 
image of a man fully in charge of his 
own administration, a man who gives 
orders to all who \vork for him, in­
cluding ijenry Kissinger. 
. It is necessary for the President to 

ree.c;sure the conservatives in his own 
party that he has nut strayed into lib­
eral pastures. 

It is also necessary for him to dem­
onstrate that he holds the middle 
grc,wd in Americ<m politics, for that. 
is where the votes are in a presiden­
tial election and where he must find 
support for the he wants to 
ad\?.nce in what remains of his 

term. 
lf t!1e planned sequence of events 

was as columnists Evans and Nova!; 
describe them elsewhere on this 
pag8, Ford might have projected the 
desired image and he might have 
gaine-d some support. 

But there were leaks and faulty tim­
ing. 

Nelson Rockefeller's decision not to 
run \vas to have been the superbomb 
new3 that would have made all else 
seem minor by comn.::;rison. 

Insteo.d, the first big news was that 
Defense Secretary James Schlesinger 
had l1;:2n fired. And since Schlesi­
nger's stock is bir,h with most con­
servatives, since he is the staunch ad­
vocate of a strong the rept!r­
cussions were both quick and strong. 

When the news of Rcc:kefe!ler's de­
cision came, it cornmanded the big­
ger headlines and it may soothed 
con:.;ervatives in the Republican Par­
ty. Put it did r:ot the imp1.ct it 
v,trrJ}d bfH.l if nC\VS of .. 
nger's firing had not come first. 

... 
pi ;.:>ss r.h:.: oi 

. ' ,-- .. ·, ? ' 

made the bt>st of v.ud.t, for the Presi­
dent, was a bad situation. 

He tried the upbeat :-:pproach, ar­
guhg that he w2ntcd his own team. 
111e President wanlcd his good friend, 

Donald Rumsfeld, in the Pentagon 
post. He \vas keeping Henry Kissinger 
as head of the State Department but 
Gen. Brent Scmvcroft, Kissinger's 
deputy as presidential adviser on na­
tional security affairs '>vould succeed 
to the adviser post Kissinger was giv­
ing up. 

Rogers Morton was out, at his own 
request, as commerce secretary, and 
Elliot Richardson, nov; ambassador 
to Britain would replace him. 

* * * George Bush, now the President's 
man in China, is to succeed William 
Colby as bead of the Central In­
telligence Agency. 

Ford will indeed have his own 
team. To tlie extent that Schlesinger 
was a barr under the administration 
saddle, the irritant will be removed. 
Presumably, the President will be 
comfortable with the new men and 
there will be conformity of viewpoint. 

And the political liability that Nel­
son Rockefeller represented will have 
been removed. , 

If the planned announcements, fir­
ings and hirings had worked out as 
scheduled, Ford might have present­
ed him::slf as the smooth organizer 
firmly in command. 

* * 
They did not go srnoothly. Ford and 

his new people have to show the coun­
try this was a wise mganizational 
move. Rmnsfeld will be severely test­
ed in his demanding job. Kissmger­
watchers will look closely to see 
whether his influence is increased or 
diminished by the changes. 

Ne::cn an110unce-
mu;·,: un;c;;;:_:; l'/v;idCTit Ford from :m 

1· 
C;lt r:,;.-.j'::; basic prcbiem is not I 

v.-1;,-; ;;;-·\ · .r- but . 

strong a he can make hir.l­
self before the election. As adminis-
trator, org:: .. t1izer, c!eci:>ion-maker and 
leader he needs tG do h:::tter than he 
has done in the past three days. · 
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• THE EARLY indic.:;tic::s point to 
President Ford having litile diffi. 

culty getting his new team confirmed 
by the Congress. 

· After ail, t!Je nominees arc not un­
known. And two of the:m hare sHved 
in Congress where they got along very. 
wei!. 

But the fact that stc.od out at Prej. 
dent Ford's press conferenee l':as the 
evasive attitude he -demonstrated. 
After becoming accu<;tomPd to a can­
did and open Jerry, the total abs2nce 
of candor and opcnntss was gla:-ing. 

We approC':chcd the press conference 
with the exped?tion of learnir.g why 
the President had taken the <:.ciion he 
took, and wh.v Vice Presi(knt Nelson 
Rockefeller ci10se to remove himself 
from contention at this particular 
time. 

'Ve !eft the pr:::;s confcrene:e knO\\r .. 
ing little more than we knew when it 
began. 

The President's stock explan:Jtion of 
wanting "my team" hardly explains 
the sudden shake up in his Cabinet. 
One newsman put it very wdl. He 
pointed out t1rd the Pr(sidrnt w.'lntrd 
to eliminate thr; b()ldovers and out in 
his own team, but half of this new 
team were holdovcrs·-so why; for 

• 
---·-------

Jock Spalding, Editor 

NOVEMBER 4, 1975 

example, was Secretary of Defense 
James Schlesinger summarily fired? 

The ar:swer was a lame explanation 
about wanting "my team." 

It is difficult te rcconciie the Presi­
dent's declaration that the ration cwe.s 
"grEd.Itudc" tG Secretdry Schlesinger 
for his performance in office with the 
President's abrupt dis•nissal of Mr. 
Schlesinger. What he did was reminis· 
cent of Richard Ni:·:on's infamous 
"Saturday Night Massacre" without 
the justifJc<:<tion. 

And the President never did answer 
the question of v.'liy it was done at this 
time and in this manner. 

'fhe fact that these changes coin· 
cided wi:h Vice President Rockefel­
ler's sudden decision to withdraw 
from the 1976 ticket is simply too 
unn;;uai in its timing to be a matter of 
chance. 

But once again Preo:ldcmt Ford was· 
evasive, telling as little as possible 

· and re<1lly saying nothiug. 
'rhR~e is little doubt that the Presi· 

dent will get his new team. There is 
also no question that we have a new 
,Terry Ford, an evasive ;:nd politically 
pirouettir.g .Terry Ford who is not 
nearly as attractive as the Jerry Ford 
we used to know. 

. -
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President Ford presided Monday 
OV!:!r the most dramatic admir;istrative 
upheaval since the fa.mous "Saturday 
night massacre" in the Nixon adminis .. 
tration. There has been mueh ensuing 
excitement in \'Fashington and around 
the country - possibly more excite­
ment, we might add, than is war­
ranted in basic policy consideration. 

Mr. Ford rcpbced the Secretary of 
Defense and ths director of the CIA, 

The return of Elliot Richardson, 
out of exile in the Scept::~r'd Isle, in its 
turn, is intriguing politically, for Rich­
ards:m is one of the most respected of 
Republicans, even if he happens to be 
one who was in~trnmen!al in brirl;:;ing 
down former President Richard 
Nixon. The GOP hl1s a certain ambiv­
alence in its view of Hichardwn but 
Ford, in any case, cnn do his adminis­
tratkn no h:mn hy ['i.!tting Richardson 
on public viev,r. At the same time, 
Commerce is just about the safest 
pl.:!cc that Richardson could be in­
st<.llled. 

. even as he took away Henry Kissin­
ger's long-disputed portfolio on the 
National Security Council. For good 
measure, heightening the general ef­
fect, he announced that he >vas bring­
illg bHck E!iiot Hich<.~rd<:arJ from the 
Court of St. James to make him Sec­
retary of Commcrct;. The whole scene 
was climaxed, ;.:s it happ8l1Cd, with 
Nelson Rockeleller's anno:1nccment 
that he was withdrawing from conten­
tion as a candid;:ie to succeed himself 
as Vice Presider,t. 

It was a day of startling develop­
ments, all right, and with ~o much 
coming and going in places of power 
it might be Wlwi;:;e, we suppo:.c, to 
discount heavily such events. Certainlv 
the dismis~al <Jf James H. Sehkc:inge~ 
as Secretary of D.::fensc app2c;rs to 
connote a strengthening of the detente 
policy as advocated by Secretu.ry of 
State Kbsingcr, who was often at odds 
with Schlesinger, hirmelf somet!Jir.e of 
a hard-liner in the context of detente. 
The departure of Schlesinger is cer-

. tainly the most importaJ;t of the an­
nouncements th:::t For-d made, tind it 
set off an angry buzzing on the He­
publican right. 

As for the dismissal of CIA Director 
William F. Colby, it may be said that 
he was one C'f t'Je most erLlL;cnUy 
CXf'Cnd;;(,;{e flgul~~S in t}E~ U. [). gvv­
ernment, r:iven the dimensions of the 
trouble that the CIA has been in and 
continues in. Whether his :;;•Jccr>:<;r;r, 
f_~ {:'(! z gr.; 
thi.~ Pek~;~ ::.~ 

As .for poor Nelson Roci;cfelkr, l1i~ 
huruiiiation at the hands of l1is fellow 
Hcouhlicans and at U:e hDnds of the 
Ford adm.inistrJtion co;·Jd hardly have 
been more cumplete after the· Presi­
dent harshly dismis:;ed the pleas of 
U:e city and of the stnte of New York 
fot help in their financial crisis. Hock­
efellcr, as governor cf New York., had 
help:::d preside over the hnildup to­
ward b:mkruptcy and he had recom­
mc:nr:cod to F'crd that v.id be granted. 
In ;:;ny event the coup de grace to the 
pclitk2l car::::c~r of Nc:lson Hockefe!!er 
v:a:> ,,,Jmini::;rcr~;d by Ford in the "fi­
nal ~n.:;\·:er" to New York which was 
summed up so admirably by the New 
York Daily News, in the imperishabh; 
headiinc: "FORD TO CITY: DROP 
DEAD!" 

There is one more factor in inter­
preting the President's reshuffling of 
tap executive positious. He said with 
emphasis that he was putting his. O\vn 

men, Donald Rumsfeld and Bush, into 
the positions at Defense and in the 
CIA, replac:ing two men who were not 
h.;_:) c,·,- n clu.'.:.·:.~ ·_:, . .-._::~~::_~ .. ~~:t:-~~;. A .. s rnucl1 as 
<ii;y._iJ ebc, i{;i~ u ;;::at upheaval in 
Wa~;hin;,;ton m'-ly have been an exer­
cise in presidential machismo, with 

1!'·: '.7orld !hat he: 
r: . , ,t to run tile 
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In his press conference Monday 
evening, President Ford refused to an­
swer some obviou3 questions a~xmt his 
important JX'rsonnel changes. 

He would onlv sav that Donald Rums­
feld as secretary ~f defense, George 
Bush as CIA director, Elliott H.ichard­
son as secretary of commerce and Lt. 
Gen. Brent Scowcrc,ft as assistant to the 
President for national security afi airs 
were individuab who suited him for his 
own team. 

He did not say v:.hat James H. Schles­
inger had done wrong as secre!:;ry of 
defense. He did not sav what William 
Colby had done v;rong a·s director of the 
CIA. For that matter, he didn't say why 
it seemed to him advis~ble to take away 
the national security "hat" from Secre­
tary of State Hn:ry Kissinger, when 
Kissinger had held thz.t post in addition 
to being secretary of state for many 
months. 

It was, of course, the President's 
prerogative not to address himseif t0 
Ow negative factors he p0rceived in 
Schlesinger and Colby; no one can or 
should compel a President to deal in 
personalities. 

In fact, if he h;d enumerated th~ dis­
qualifying factors in each of the individ­
uals who has been fired, it would have 
been bad politics and bad personnel 
management. 

But from reports, Colby knew he was 
expendable, that he served at the pleas­
ure of the Pre<ch1t a!ld could go c:my· 
tirne, \Vh~n in! T'\·h~\1:cd, !-:::-- ~:1iJ t~c 
President's decision was no sm·prisc to 
him. He took his orders in the stoic 
trJdition of the <:J :;cncy he served. 

Schlesinger, from reports, was total­
ly surprised by his ouster. He hasn't 
said a g•·fat dec:! in public, but he has 
said enough to indicate that he per­
ceives in his dismissal a defeat for 
those who would protect the strength of 
U.S. military forces in the face of al­
most constant budget cuts by Congress 
-while Russia continues a massive 
militilry buildup. 

In all this, the loss of Schlesinger at 
Defense may prove the most significant 
part of tin:: personnel shakeup. 

Alone of cabinct-lenl officials, 
~-chlesinger has sought to remind the 
administration of the grim realities of 
our miiitary posture vis a vis the Soviet 
Union. lle alone has warned of pursuing 
detente too trusting of Soviet good will, 
too eager to make concessions on arms 
limitations. 

Giving Scowcroft the national se­
curity job was a confection designed to 
"s\veeten" the aftertaste for conserva­
atives of Schlesin,:;er's bein~ sacked. 
Scrowcroft is Kissinger's dep~ty; Ki:::s­
ingcr loses no power or influence by the 
change. 

What has been eliminated in Schles-1· 
inger's dismissal is effective dissent 
~gainst Kissinger's brand of detente 
politics. Kissinger now appears to have 
complete hf:'gemony over strategic 
decisiorHnaking, particularly as it re­
lates to the SALT negotiations. 

ro; !~ni~o{~e1~0~~ lh~,;c ~1c;l;~\:i~~c~i5e~~; l 
Kissinger. Let's hope that Kissinger t 
knows where he is le;;ding m~. 



• Only Vice President Nelsen Rockefel­
ler himself knows precisely why he 
chose to disqualify himself as a running 
mate in 197G, but the news must be a 
very pleasant surprise to President 
Ford's conservative supporters. 

An obvious point of co:1tention be­
tween himself and :·,fr. Ford was over 
his ad ;,•ocacy of f!nancial aid to near­
bankrupt New York City. But Ron Nes­
sen, 'White House press secretary, in­
sisted that the decision was Rockefel· 
ler's al0i1e. Ness·:'il said the President 
had "absoluteiy not" asked his vice 
president to take himself out of ihe '76 
race. 

It could be I hat Roc!\efeller is taking 
some of his own advice. When he suc­
cessfully sold r.rr. Ford on the idea of a 
$100 billion e1:crgy program, he said 
that others in the administration who 
opposed the plan should either support 
it or quit. If the disagreement with Mr. 
Ford over New York is central to his an­
nouncement, Hocky is doing the next 
thing to quitting. 

Conservatives ·will be happy to see 
Mr. Ford pick a new running mate, 
assuming that he is nominated next 
year. Although Rocky on several occa­
sions adopted conservative rhetoric, his 

... 

"';-_ 

I' 

ideological opponents within the party 
never ceased suspecting that the 
chan:;e was not real and th::~t Rocky's ~·; 
liberal instincts would prevail in a • 
pinch. ·~ 

~ 
t\ The split between the vice president 

and the President over N.:w York was 
seen as convinci~1g evidence that 
Rockefeller had never really changed 
his colors. 

But more than the dispute over New 
York might have be(:n involved. It 
seemed strangely coincidental that the 
Rockefeller announcement came one 
day after the stunning news that both 
Defense Secretary James Schlesinger 
and CIA Director William Colby had 
been dismissed. 

Was there some tie-in between the 
two bombshells? 

Perhaps in time the goings-on behind 
the scenes will be explained, but for 
now there are many more questions 
hanging in the air than the ne·ws reports 
conanswE'r. 

First Schlesinger and Colby and then 
the Rockefeller announcement. It must 
have been a very interesting weekend 
for the insiders at the White House. 
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'ScMesinger had to go . .• He kept 
laughing ut Henry's serious painting' 
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'front JVotv On I Use Only 
Genuine Fortl Parts!' 
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'Now 'tlle'll Have a UtNe Dote;nto Around Here' 
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OUTGOING Defense Secretarv 
James Schlesinger, abrasive 

and arrogant though he may have 
b£,en to some in Washington, 
nevertheless possessed a valuable 
tool which his designated succes­
sor, Donald Rumsfeld, would do 
well to acquire at the outset. It wa~ 

·a mailed glove. 

Much ndo h:~s been made hy 
some political r-arti:;ans ~;bout 3 
strug,gle for power between Mr. 
Schlesinger and Secretary of State 
Ht>nry Kissinger. Such conjecture 
is all too simplistic. 

:' OF COt:HSE, Mr. Kissinger 
pl:1ced major stock in dE>tente with 

·the &wiet Union. In view of the 
unquestion£>d fact each of these 

. superpowt>rs has th>.? capability of 
-wiping out the other many times 
·over, the theory of detente is 
-rational·even though the exercise 
c.arries no guara1:tc<:>s. 

. Even so, there is uothing on the 
record to indicate that Mr. Kissin­

_gcr trusted his diplomatic counter­
parts in J\Ioscov; to the point he 
was ready to advocate wholesale 
{] isarmament. 

MEANWIHLE, 3s custodian of 
America's def<~nse machinery, 1\lr. 
Schlesinger necessarily had to be 
more pragmatist than idealist <>nct 
to place priority on a potential 
enemy's potential. 

In this respect. he campaigned 
vigorously and often loudly for a 
U.S. Jnilit:_~_;y s!DPf'C ~~~-~--·qnd to 

none. He was not ready to settle 
for a parity in nonsurvivabilitv. 

Not only did he argue be.fore 
congressional budget committees 
for fnnds whic·h would assure the 
finest in militarY hardware he 
sought flll:ds in ;'real terms;' -
built-in allowances for the effects 
of inflation as well as for anticipat­
ed manpower pay increases. 

WHE~ congressional resist­
ance developrd, th 1,~ defense sccre­
L'\ry's demeanor IY.::came h:•rsh, 
giving amp!C' ammunition to legis· 
lators who h:ld dr<Jwn their [eights 
on the military budget. for mone­
tary cuts so funding would be 
assured for what they called 
"people cor.cerns" on the social 
plate;:u. 

While we reiterate President 
Ford has an unquestioned right to 
name whomever he chooses to his 
cabinet. we contend the Schlesin­
ger philosophy is fundamentally 
sound . 

· IT MA V be all \l'ell and good to 
pursue the Kissinger philosophy of 
detente, of pressing for negotia­
tion with potential enemies rather 
than to stand without compromise 
for confrontation. 

Neverthele:.s, considering the 
whole nw of mc:n's history, it also , 
is weli to be• tot;,Jly alert and fully 
prepared for the possibility that 
detente willcollapse. 

That is why Mr. Schlesinger's 
mailed glove should be picked up 
-and worn-·- by 1\Ir. Rumsfdd as 
a signal that America intends to 
maint;•in its free world leader~hip. 

.. 
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-EJy BOB TAYLOR, Times lfaald Staff Cartoonist 

"Tsk ... tsk all the clues ooint to an obvious cose of suicide." 
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~IIr. Ford Shows a Flaw 
Attempts to explain President Ford's Sun­

day Night Shakeup are being shuffled around 
nearly as rapidly as new and departing cabinet 
members. The only sure thing is that :VIr. Ford 
has thrown confusion and uncertainty into key 
clements of his administration. · · 

The confusion itself supports one particu­
larly dire line of analvsis: That a lack of firm 
leadership by the President is eroding the cohe­
siveness and lovaltv of his administration. Mr. 
Ford's election. campaign organization already 
shov;s serious signs of indecision and indirec­
tion: the same may now be happening within 
the executive branch itself. 

Another possibility is that the shakeup ef­
fort is a part o~ the campaign effort, which to 
date has been directed more tow<!i·d potcnti<:d 
opposition from Honald Reagan than from any 
possible Democratic nominee. This explanation 
is reinforcf'd bv the withdrawal of Vic~ Presi­
dent Rockefeller. who has been a political lia­
bility as the President has tried to woo conserv­
ative voters. 

There is also the possibility that while los­
ing one of his two jobs--that of national securi­
ty chief-Secretar~· of State Kissinger has best­
ed outgoing Def0nse Secretary Schlesinger in a 
game of office politics. 

Then there is Mr. Ford's own explanation 
that he is merely shedding some Nixon admin-

istration holdovers and is completing the as­
sembly of his own team. 

This is, of course. the most optimistic ex­
plrmation. t)ne might hope on this basis that 
Mr. Ford has at last assumed firm command of 
the ship of state. 

But e·is hope cannot be entertoined too lav­
ishly. 1\fr. Ford ·s recent record does not sup­
port it. His election campaign is strife-ridden 
and disorganized. His recent polic~· statements 
on energy. the economy and aid to New York 
City have displayed more vote-oriented show 
than problem-solving substance. He appears 
unable to control and to mediate disagreements 
within his own cabinet and executive offices. 

And, his :;udden weekend action invited in­
s!G.i1l comparison with his p<:rdon. on a S;;ndD.y, 
of Richard Nixon, and l\1r. Nixon's "Saturdav 
Night Illassacre." Certainly. :VIr. Ford's previ­
ous cabinet changes have been better-timed. 
more orderly and less dramatic. 

In any event, Mr. Ford has injected confu­
sion and uncertaintv into critical areas. both at 
home and overseas·. of his own administration. 

If Mr. Ford has the virtue of human decen­
cy. the flaw of \\'eak. uncertain leadership is 
also becoming increasingly apparent. iVhatev­
er the actual reasons for his latest actions. thev 
must be viewed as further evidence of that fla\·V 
until. and most particularly unless. future 
events prove otherwise. 

-._ . ,., ~ 
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Officials in the Ford Administration have 
acknowledged that there was a strategy of tim­
ing behind the withdrawal of Vice President 
Rockefeller, the dismissal of Defense Secrc­
tan' .James R. Schlesinger and William P. 
Colby, director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, and other related White House 

The strategy was poorly conceived in the 
first place, and - in the second place. and far 
worse - was reminiscent of the old White· 

New W
hite House Scenarios? }-)M;lj:"-"'-' c..~~.::z 1\ -£...· -7.J 

changes. 
The first move was to be the announce­

ment of Mr. Rockefeller's decision not to be the 
President's running mate. a move that had 
been agreed on by both the Vice President and 
Mr. Ford two weeks before the announcement 

on l\'londay. 
The second move was to be the removal of 

Mr. Schlesinger and Mr. Colby. and of Secre­
tarY of State Henrv A. Kis:'.inger from his post 

House Watergate ··scenarios.'' 

The White House strategists were naive to 
thiX1!1: one can summarilY fire a man like Mr. 
Schlesinger on a Sunday morning and not ex­
pect it to leak out while the news is strategical­
lv held for a formal announcement three davs 
later. It is particularly dllflcult to dismiss men 
in such key positions as were :-.lr. Schlesinger 
and Mr. Colby - and disappoint and anger or 
embarras.s them - and then expect them, 
and; or those around them, to keep the moves a 
secret [or se,·eral days - particularly with the 
purpose of improving the image of the man 

doing the firing. 

as 'national security adviser. 

Those changes were to be announced on 
· \\ednesdav. two davs after the announcement 

of the Hockefeller \vithdrawal. 

All the delaying strategies are obviously 
against the public interest. The public hJS the 
right to know when key goYernment leadr:rs are 
dismissed or shifted in their jobs. and at the 
time they are nude. Tile public. and its repre­
sentatives in the Congress. should be given the 
information as soon as possible. in order to 
evaluate the changes. and to have tile earliest 
possible chance to evaluate those who need 
Congre::;si(mal confirmation in their new posts. 

The first move. according to Administra­
tion sources. was to strengthen the President's 
conservative credentials on domestic policy. 
and the second mo"e \Vas to evoke the sense of 
a Ford t-n·cign policy of detente with the Soviet 

Cnion. 
Of course the entire strategy was subvert­

ed earlier. over the weekend. when the dismiss­
als and official shifts \\ere leaked to the press 
before the 1\ockefeller letter was made public. 
The leaks left the Administration press aides 
standing Oat-footed. in some cases denying the 
true facts. and in other cases saying they either 
did not know. or that someone more directly in-

C\Ja:.ges hidden from the p•,Jblic. with those 
in office dismissed or giH'n new positior>s. be· 
t:ome -- for however short a time the {acts are 
withheld -- a "secret" government. 

volved would have to be asked. 

To too it all otf. President Ford's press 
conterenc~ did lillle to clear up the questions. 
and a noticeablv nervous President Ford was 
forced \0 come up with generalities such as. "l 
wanted a team that was my team ... at the same 
time praising the men he had fired. 

The nation has the right to know. That 
right should not be abridged by strategic de­
lays. for staging \\'hite House scenes and sce-

narios. 

* The little bov down the block has learned 
hoW to turn asid.e his parents' wrath. Whenever 
he drRWS cra\'CJI1 pictures on the wallpaper or 
breaks a \'C\Se·. he says it was part t1i a CIA plot. 

* l\cvN mind what they are saying in Paris. 
London or \cW \'Prk . .Jack Frost intends to 
stick wit\1 \\w :<{iill' tamili;W basi,· c•Jlur~ tor his 

autumn decor. 

* \n ~ .. nw t····sn< ~dtoo\ C'11i\drC'n still haven't 
1liPlr \(·;.dwr':; n<<tltl'. bu~ \ht>\' ha\T 

tttt.:l ·' •.·: .<1 tl\' ,. v•ll( c:11r·n :nl\l \cltiOnii\ 

G ua rdsnwn. 
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fJ RESIDE:\! FORD'S "Sunday 
J:... massacn· Ohfl!ayen till Ul\: 

inrptitude of Hichard Nixon's 
"Saturday massacrf'" - with the 
significant difference that ~ixon's 
motives were clear and Ford's 
puzzling. 

The puzzlement dcrires from 
the fact that nonP of the possible 
motires for the remm·al of ?\elson 
Rockefeller from contention Cor the 
1916 Vice Presidential nomination 
and the firing of Secretary of De­
fense .James Schlesinger are 
achieved by the total operation. 

The result politically may be 
counterproductive. 

$$" 

LET t.:S TAKE ~~1r. Ford's o\m 
explanation that he wanted his 
"own team." Who are tht> chief 
personal beneficiaries of the 
changes? 

th{' :\'ixon-Ford-l{issinger detente 
";,;l Coinl!JU1li:-.t Hussia. as uu 
most conservati\'rs. What was 
gained by getting rid of Rocke­
feller is more than ofhet by getting 
rid of Schlesinger - and in effrct 
lea\·ing Kissinger without a major 
opponent in the councils of the 
President. 

Some obscn·ers say the real 
reason was i\lr. Ford's wish to 
dispel the "nice guy" image which 
is hurting him in some polls and 
io shov; he is a "strong" President 
in full command of his Adrnini~;­
tration. 

If this i::; the case, the pl<~n w:1s 
shot down by the \Vhite House k•aks 
which radically altered what ,,_·as 
supposed to have been ttw tinic­
table - Rockefeller bowing out on 
I\Ionday, and the Cabinet sll;1ki~·up 
being announced todti.y. 

Whoever the leaker W<:s, and 
·Henry Kissinger, although he 

lost his White Hou~;e job as the 
h . h . . v:hatever his motive, he w.-·nt a 

c airman oft e Na<10nal Security long way toward proving Mr. Ford 
Council, gains; Schlesinger, his is not in command of his 0 .,., 11 house 
chief policy opponent, is gone; Kis-
singer's hand-picked deputy, Maj. 
Gen. Brent Scowcroft, replaces 
him as top White House ad\·isor on 
national security. Kissinger was 
first Hockcfcller's man, then 
Nixon's. 

Dcna!d Rr;msfdd, new Secre­
tary of Defense, was a member of 
the Nixon inner circle. To his great 
good fortune he was U. S. Ambas­
sador to NATO in Brussels when 
Watergate broke. 

Eili!!tt Rich~rch::n is brought 
bael\ from the embassy in London 
to be Secretary of Commerce. 
Richardson is nobody's "man" but 
his own, as evidenced by his being 
one of the victims of Nixon's 
"massacre." Commerce is his 
fourth - and least meaningful -
Cabinet post; but the appointment 
returns him to Washington where 
he can be more politically activt 
than was possible in London. 

~ Althour.h c\·crybnch· orficia lly 

no_ Arlministr~tion .,, orks that way; 
he: had to be prompted. The 
prnn1pi.in~:-~ cc:1.dd t:n·-r ~-!·~d hut or!P 

t:~±~~ s c,_;nunui.:·:g ~~!.rr:~·!glh col:ctrr . ..., 
the Ford carnpaignrrs for tlw 19i6 
nomintition. 

.But if the whole affair •.;·as de­
sig-ned to please conservatives, the 
lo~.;ical action would have tf'en to 
fire Kissinger and rrtilin Schle­
singer, \\'ho Ld:t)s a dirr1 rirv(· t1f 

to the extent - say - that L::ndon 
Johnc:;on was. LBJ had '' grrat 
cap~At:ity for wrath, and a leak oi 
such magnitnJe during his Admin­
istration would have brour:ht swift 
and sure response. 

Even the firing oi UA Dirt:'!nr 
William E. Colby can mean murr­
trouble than help; Congrrs~ionJ! 
lPaders suspect it was bttau~e 
Colby, who is paying a high price 
for the sins of his predecessors, is 
he in g too cooper at i \~ e \;·it h 
Congress's inquiries into p;c;U CIA 
activities. To them, and to those 
who think professionals sl10Uld 
head the nation's intclligenee cf. 
fort, the appointment of Gc·orge 
Bush, a former Congressmr;'l .,., h·:J 
now heads our mission to Prking, 
is pure politics where poli tie:; has 
no business. 

• •• 

)~·H,.\T IS rrJ(':;t dis!~,. iilg 

about the whole affair is not ··,:;',~y 
:\Ir. Ford did v;hat he did, but l1ii!W 

he £1iri it: liwptly. 

·~~?~ti.~?i 

did the job recalls the old Dutch 
proverb, "The worse the carpen­
ter, the more th<' chirs." 

Ali those chips lying f!rtHllHl 

\Vashingt0n to-:hy disturb us~- find 
they will continue to disturb the 
Presidrnt's bid for his p;;rty's 
non-un;~Uf}n Ptxt )''Cdr. 




