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Digitized from Box 123 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

Kidnapping of Two USIA Officers in Beirut

Background: Our Embassy reports this morning that Charles D,
Gallagher, Director USIA Regional Service Center, and William R,
Dykes, Deputy Director Regional Service Center, were kidnapped
enroute to work by as yet unidentified persons, Gallagher and Dykes
were proceeding to work when they came upon a group of armed indi-
viduals in fatigue uniforms blocking the road. Two individiauls
entered the vehicle and drove away with the USIA officials, ,LState
Department has formed a task group to deal with the kidnapping.

e

STR——

Q: What can you tell us about the kidnapping of two USIA officers
in Beiruit today?

A: We understand that a kidnapping did in fact take place this
morning in Beirut and I believe the State Department has the
information on the incident if you would care to check with
them,

FYIOnly: We should try to low key this as much as possible,
so that the White House does not seem to be too concerned
or involved in the expedient resolution of the problem. To do

otherwise would only encourage the kidnappers and jeopardize
the lives of the hostages.

W%ﬁmﬂ



October 28, 1975

U.S. POLICY TOWARD LEBANON

Did they discuss the Lebanese situation?

President Ford and President Sadat touched briefly on§l:£
et bl
B - 20N 3’»
situation in Lebanon in reviewing the Middle East question heir

primary attention, however, was on ways to maintain the momentum
toward a peaceful settlement. Both leaders believe that a settlement
to the Arab-Israel conflict which is just and durable will contribute
significantly to a reduction of tensions in the area. This is and

will be the main focus of their discussions.

What is our general policy toward Lebanon?

Our strorg friendship with the people of Lebanon and our
policy of support for Lebanon's territorial integrity and inde-
pendence, unity and cohesion are well known. We ar e naturally
following events there closely and consulting with the Lebanese

and other governments on what could usefully be done to help.
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October 28, 1975

BEIRUT: UPDATE

In view of the continuing deterioration of the security situation
in Beirut, our Embassy has begun to reduce its non-essential staff[ M
It has suggested that the American community follow the same policy
by evacuating deEe%s and personnel who are not essential to their
business activities in Lebanon."

In two telephone conversations today Amb. Godley reported the
following: Embassy personnel, except for the Marine Security Guards,
SY and communications people, were sent home early today as fighting
was now taking place near the Embassy. As regards reduction of
non-essential staff, the Embassy is moving out personnel assigned to
r egional offices and their dependents first. The Embassy had no count
of the number of non-official Americans leaving Belrut

UG U oy stg Hipluenlic T E 2w et Y25
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Wounded Reporterr Godley said that Chicago Tribune reporter, Crteas =500y

Phil Caputo, wounded by gunfire Sunday was in reasonabley good shape
and still in a local hospital where it remained impossible to reach him
because of the fighting. The comptroller of the American school and an
Embassy communicator are in a hotel in the same area and could not be
reached. Caputo's wife and child are staying with the family of a local
AP correspondent until arrangements are made to fly them out of Beirut.
Q. What can you tell us about the situation in Beirut today?

A. In view of the continuing deterioration of the situation in
Beirut, our Embassy has evacuated all but essential personnel
from the Embassy building. Amb. Godley has suggested that
the American community follow the same policy by evacuating

dependents and personnel nd essential to their business activities

in Beirut.



October 28, 1975

Is this the start of a full-scale evacuation from Beirut?

No. Amb. Godley has nd ordered an evacuation beyond
what I just stated. We are hopeful that the situation is restored
to normal as quickly as possible and that members of the
American community in Beirut can return to their routine

pursuits.



November 6, 1975

LEBANON: UPDATE

The security situation in Beirut has improved enough to permit

the resumption of some vital services, although a few gun battles in
the eastern section of the city marred the cease-fire yesterday. Army
troops have been ordered to fire on truce violators.

Lebanese security forces have removed some barricades from

city streets, although their task has been complicated by the efforts of
warring factions to improve their positions. Christian and Muslim
miltiamen still occupy areas of the hatel district, where the truce is
particularly tenuous.

For the first time in several days, Beirut's fuel and food

supplies are being replenished. Some banks are scheduled to open
today, and this o uld encourage citizens to respond to government calls
for a return to normal business activity.

The meeting on Tuesday between Prime Minister Karami and

Interior Minister Shamun is receiving wide publicity. The feuding leaders
apparently agreed to cooperate in the interest of public security, although
they certainly have serious differences on how security should be achieved.
The uneasy reconciliation will ease the task of the cabinet in dealing with
immediate problems, but the feud between Karami and Shamun will
continue to impede efforts of the national dialogue committee to find a
political solution.

At 6:00 am EST (1:00 pm Local) Prime Minister Karami reported

the U, S. statement of support for the Government's effort to restore calm
to Beirut.

Q.

FYI:

Can you tell us what is happening in Lebanon?

We understand that the situation in IL.ebanon has improved
somewhat. Our embassy is still assisting American citizens
there. As you may be aware, the State Dept. said Friday that
we are working urgently to respond to Lebanon's relief needs
(especially medical supplies) and are encouraging the Red Cross
to do likewise.

Almost 23 tons of AID disaster relief medical supplies is scheduled
to be carried to Beirut tonight aboard a Trans Mediterranean

Airlines' cargo 747, due to depart Kennedy Airport today.



November 24, 1975

LEBANON - ARMS SALES

Q. The Washington Post today has a story about arms sales

' to Lebanon which implies some U.S. involverpent in the
transactions. Can you comment on the storyG';%out any U. S.
involvernent?

A. The United States government is not involved in any way
in any arms sales to Lebanédd® MVe stated repeatedly,
we ar e opposed to outside military intervention in Lebanon

in keeping with our longstanding policy of support for Lebanon's

territorial integrity and independence.

FYI: If you read the story carefully, it does not in any way
allege even private transactions in the continental United

States.



November 24, 1975

LEBANON - ARMS SALES

Q. The Washington Post today has a story about arms sales
to Leban%wnplies some - U.S. involvement in the
transactions. an you comment on the storyﬁ’%out any U. S,

involvement?

A, The United States government is not involved in any way
»
in any arms sales to Leban&&"As we have stated repeatedly,
we ar e opposed to outside military intervention in Lebanon

in keeping with our longstanding policy of support for Lebanon's

territorial integrity and independence.

FYTI: If you read the story carefully, it does not in any way
allege even private transactions in the continental United

States.



January 19, 1976

KARAMI RESIGNATION

In what observers characterize as a direct challenge by Lebanon's
Moslem leaders to Christian President Frangie, Prime Minister Karami
announced his resignation January 18. Karami said he had decided to
resign because of the failure of his many attempts to end the Lebanese
fighting. In fact, Karami may perceive himself to be on the fringes of
the political processes in Lebanon since much of the strategy for resolving
the conflict has been conducted between Frangie and Asad. (See Attached
cable).

Q. Did the President have any comment on Prime Minister
Karami's resignation Sunday? How does he feel abait its
effect on the situation in Lebanon?

A, I would have no specific commernt on the Prime Minister's
resignation, except to say that our position on the situation in
Lebanon is well known. Our policy is one of clear support for
Lebanon's independence, territorial integrity and national unity
and we hope that harmonious relations can be restored among
different religious and ethnic groups. Amb. Godley is following

the situation closely and remains in touch with the Lebanese

government.



January 20, 1976

LEBANON DEVELOPMENTS

BACKGROUND: See Attached Cable.

Q. What can you tell us about the reports of troops moving
across the Syrian border into Lebanon? Is the President
concerned with these new developments?

A. Naturally, the President is watching the situation

closely and continues to be kept informed of developments

there.W 6@ e W

ON BACKGROUND:

We have information that some Palestinian forces (PLA)
have entered Lebanon from Syria, but we do not have any way
to ascertain accurately the numbers involved. We do have
indications that the levels reported in the press (10, 000-15, 000)

: we have

are exaggerated. Let me say that/no “evidence of Syrian military

forces entering Lebanon. END BACKGROUND.

We continue to believe that the end of the fighting in Lebanon
demands that all concerned show the moderation and spirit of
compromise essential to the beginning of political accommodation.

We remain committed to a solution which preserves the indepen-

dence and territorial integrity of Lebanon, its national untiy and cohesion.



We are opposed to the partition of I.ebanon and we are opposed
to outside interference from any quarter, a position Secretary
Kissinger reiterated strangly in a news conference in Copenhagen

this morning.



(Vanderheye) March 12, 1976

GUIDANCE ON THE COUP IN LEBANON

If asked about the situation in IL.ebanon or the prospects
for the stability of the Government there, we should respond
as follows:

We are watching the situation in Lebanon closely. We are,

of course, concerned as we have said on previous occasions
for the independence, territorial integrity and national cohesion
of Lebanon.,

We should not get into any details of the coup itself., The
State Department will use guidance similar to the above.



March 29, 1976

SITUATION IN LEBANON

Can you bring us up to day on the situation in Lebanon.
Are we involved in any way?

Our position has been consistent and has been stated publicly
as recently as March 22 by Secretary Kissinger in Dallas. During
a press conference there he said that we have urged all parties
in Lebanon and concerned with Lebanon to exercise maximum
restraint. He added that we support the coexistence of the
two cornmunities) Christian and Moslemfin Lebanon, and
that we ar e using our influence to bring about or encourage a

negotiated outcome.



'\

March 30, 1976

STATE DEPARTMENT STATEMENT OF MARCH 29
ON U.S. POSITION ON LEBANESE SITUATION

The situation in Leban>n has become more acute during the past
week and we want to make clear the United States position concerning
developments there,

We believe that a resolution of the Lebanese crisis can only come
with agreement among the Liebanese on a basic political solution that
gives adequate opportunity and security to all groups and communities in
the country, The political compromise worked out with constructive
Syriaﬁ assistance in connection withte January 22nd ceasefire appears
to us to provide a fair basis for such a solution.

It appears to us, moreover, that a ceasefire and an orderly and
constitutional resolution of the Presidential question are necessary if
progress igs to be made on the more fundamental issues.

We believe that military intervention by an'} outside party contains
great dangers and must be avoided.

The United States is prepared to help all the parties toward a political

solution on the basis of these principles.

Above statement reflects U.S. position, and we should not go beyond
or elaborate in our public statements. You may wish to point out that State
explained and amplified the Statement fully yesterday.
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March 31,.1976

¥

.. .FUNSETH STATEMENT ON BROWN APPOINTMENT TO BEIRUT

<4

Secretary Klssinger today aaked former Ambaasador
L. Dean Brown to go to Beirut, Lebanon, and take charge

. of our Embassy there temporarily during the conhlnulng

absence of Ambassadox Godley, who Ls recoveLlng from -

'7recgnt aurgery.

The Secretary concldels that it is 1mportant to have
in ‘Bedrut, at this critical ‘time, a man with Ambassadoxr

o Brown's seniority and long experience to further strcngtheh
. our able and heavily.over-burdened Embassy .staff.. The

Ambassador has been closely associated with the Scczetdry,
-who hgs ‘the. greatest personal confidence in hxm.‘

, Ambasuador~8rown will assess the sxtuatlon at first
hand and will be in contact with the leaders of the :
various Lebanese groups. He will be -available to assist

them in any way they may think useful in efforts to achleve
& ceaoeflre anu work towax& a. polltxcal solution.

ambassador onwn haa selved hms govarnment WLth graat
distinction in many res ponqxble assignments, as Ambassador
to Senegal, The Gambia, and Jordan, as Deputy Under

“.Secretary of State for Management and, most recently, as

coordinator of the Interagency Task Force for Indochina
Refugees., Since his retirement from the Foreign Service
-he has been President of the.Middle East Institute, a
“position’ for which he has been well suited by virtue of

his friendships, experience and attachments wah the
peoples of the Middle East.
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March 31, 1976

SIXTH FLEET MOVEMENTS AND THE LEBANON

Can you tell us why the Sixth Fleet is in the Mediterranean
now? Are there any plans to move in U.S. forces in the
event the military situation deteriorates?

The Sixth Fleet is operating routinely in the Eastern
Mediterranean. It is performing normal routine maneuvers;

there are no plans to involve the Sixth Fleet in the military

situation in l.ebanon.

The Fleet is within 24 hours steaming time of Lebanon.
There are no plans to evacuate Americans and we hope an
evacuation would not be necessary, but as Secretary Rumsfeld
said this morning (CBS) we are, of course, prepared for any

number of contingencies (relating to evacuation).



Q.

April 1, 1976

BROWN TO BEGIN DISCUSSIONS ON LEBANON

The Washington Post reports today that Ambassador Brown
has showed himself '"open toward the Palestinians.! He said
he would meet them only if he received instructions from
Wadington to do so, but the implication left by the news
account was that he was more receptive to the idea for a
meeting than any U. S. representative has been previously.
Is there a chance that Brown will receive instructions from
Washington to meet with the PLO?

Our positioﬁ on contacts with the PLO has been made
clear. That position has not/changed. You will recall that
the State Department annoincement of Ambassador Brown's
assignment specified thAt he was being sent to lL.ebanon to
fake charge of our ExAbassy there is to assess the situation
at first hand and to'be available to the various Lebanese
groups ''to assis{t“;them in any way they rhay“ think useful in
efforts to achifve a ceasefire and work toward a political

solution. "



¢

Am il 5, 1976 ’

SITUATION IN LEBANON

Kamal Jumblatt amcng other has charged that Syrian regulars
are occupying l.ebanese ports. Can you confirm that story?
Has our position on intervention changed?

We are following events in Lebanon very closely.

But because the situation there is fluid and rather o nfused,

‘I am not going to comment on each individual report. Our

position has not changed, however. We remain opposed to
unilateral ocutside intervention and feel that a cease-fire
and a political resolution to the conflict is the best way for

all parties to proceed.



April 15, 1976

INTERVENTION IN LEBANON:
U.S. REACTIONS AND POSSIBLE ACTIONS

What is your reaction the reports that the Syrian intervention
continues and Secretary Kissinger's warning that it is ""getting
close to the borderline' of Israeli intolerance? How do we
view the Syrian intervention in view of our publicly stated
opposition to unilateral intervention?

As you may be aware, Secretary Kissinger addressed
this issue at the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
yesterday, and I understand that the State Department
subsequently had a rather lengthy discussion of these
issues at their briefing.

Basically, we are in a very delicate situation following
the Lebanese parliament's actions Saturday, and at this
time we should probably be careful in what we say. As
we have indicated, we are in close touch with all the parties,
and we're watching the situation carefully. We will continue
to support constructive efforts by the parties to reach a
political solution in Lebanon.

% sk sk

Additional questions should be referred to State.




4/18/76

U.S. POSITION ON SYRIAN TROOPS INSIDE LEBANON

Se;retary Kissinger has admnitted that Syrian regular troops are
in Lebanon. If we are opposéd to outside intervention, what are
we going to do about it?
It is true that there are some Syrian rr;ilitary units inside
Lebanon particularly in the Lebanese-Syrian border area. We
have stated that we do not favor outside intervention in Lebanon;
however, when one looks at the nature and the intent of what Syria
has been doing in Lebanon, the Syrian ziolé has been constructive.
We continue to strongly support a politica_l fxesolution of the present
tragic crisis in Lebanon and to oppose .intervention which could result
in military confrontation or a Middle East conflict.
What about Prime Minister Rabin'sv_warriiri.g fo Syria?  Has the
United States sent similar warnings? What is the '"red line, ' the
breaking point for Israel where Syrian military action is concerned?
I would not want to interpret what Prime Minister Rabin may
have meant. However, it is obvious that the situation is -- as it has
been for some time -- sensitive and dangerous. Thus far, both Syria
and Israel have behaved with restraint and we Kope that will continue.
We are conti.nuing to do our best to encourage responsible behavior by all
concerned parties ana to help bring about an end to the violence and

a political solution for Lebanon within the framework of an independent,

unified country.



19 April 1976

SYRIAN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON

What is your reaction to reportg/ that the Syrian
intervention continues: How do fe view the Syrian «
intervention in view of our puplicly stated opposition
to unilateral intervention? ‘

The Syrians have acted respgnsibly in this, and

their role is a constructiye one. We do, however,

continue to oppose outsid¢ intervention which poses

the risk of military confrontation.

(FYI: It is true that [there are some Syrian
military units inside Lebanon, particularly
in the Lebanese-Syria border area.)

Is it true that the UYnited Sgates has been acting as
the go-between for Syria and Israel, that the US

has passed on to the|Israelis Syrian assurances about
their role in Lebanop?

We have been in toych almost daily with both Syria
and Israel, but I don't want to discuss our
diptomatic exchandges.
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NEA PRESS GUIDANCE . APRIL 19, 1976 ;
" Outside Military Intervention in Lebanon i

.Q. Do Ron Nessen's comments at the White House today represc“L
a change in U.8. policy regarding ouLwlde military ;ntur~
vention in Lebanon?

© A, U.S. policy regarding oulside military intervention in

Lebanon remains as has beén ptated many times publiely.’ ;
We are oppesed to outside military interventioﬁ in Lebanon
and have nade eclear ouxr concern that it could lead to wider
hos;:iliiies in the Middle Dast. The White Houst ~po§<esman*s
reéponse'to questions was not intended to indicaéekany chand
in this policy. - | e
Then yoeu consider the preaunée of Syrian treéps in Lhrann

as being part of the constxuctive xrole Syria has boan play*“

in Lebanon?

A ‘We,consider that Syrian political efforts to bring about a

political accomodation among the Lebhanese parties‘hava

; been constructive. There has been no change in our policy

of opposition to outside military intervention inALebanon.
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£ N—F—F—B—EN-T—% A4 SECTION { OF 3 BEJRUT 3403
NQDIS ‘ ' | I
FOR SECRETARY FROM BROKN

E,0, 116523 GOS ’ '
TAGSt PINS, PINT, EGEN, LE . o L
SUBJECT: WHAT NEXT FOR LEBANON?. ot

i, SUMMARYE THIS CABLE ATTEMPTS YO BEYT FORTH SOKE OF THE PROBLENMS

& NEW LEBANESE GOVERNMENT WILL CONFRONT OM WHYICH IT ¥ILL HAVE YO U
ADDED TOGETHER, POLITICAL, SOCIAL, SECURITY AND CCOKRDMIC PROBLENMS
ARE QUITE DEPRESSING, IT WILL TAKE BETTER LEADERSHIP THAN WL WAV
SEEN IN THE PASY IN LEBANOM, ALL THIS XS PREDICATED O THE ASSUMP-
TION THAT THE GENERALLY AGREED TO PROCEYS OF INSTALLING A NEW PRESE:
DENY WILL MOVE FORWARD, PERHARS BY FITS AND STARTS, BUT THAT 1T
KILL SOMEHOK WORK, EMND SUMMARY, : ~

2. THE COhCLUBION THAY S8TARDS OUT. MOST VIVIOLY IS THAT AN ENORMQUS
BUNDLFE OF PROBLEMS wILL SUDDENLY FALL ON THE SHOULDERS OF THE

UNLUCKY HAN SELECTED A3 PRESIDENT, THESE WILL HE NOT OMLY PROBLENMS
INHERENT IN WIS LONG=TERM TASK OF RESURRECTING LEBANON, RUT 4S50
ONES DELIBERATELY PUSTRPUNED FROM THE PREBENT PERIQD. FOR REASQNS
OF POLIVICAL EXPEQIENCY, FOR EXAMPLE, IT IS CONSIDERED BEST Y0
SWEEP THFE ISSUE OF POLITICAL RESTRUCTURING UNDER THE RUG WHILE THE
PRESIDENTIAL -"CAMPAIGNY GOFES ON, THE DIFFICULTY IS THAT SUCH
QUESTIGNS FALLING ON TOP DF QOTHERS MAY GIVE THE FRESIQENY TCO nyEsR-~
WHELMING A TASK ALL AT ONCE, THE ISSUES FACING THE HEW PRESIDENT
HILL FALL INTQ THREE GENERLL AREASt (AY RESTORING SECURITY

AND GOVERNMENT AUTHORITYj] (B) PDLITICAL REFQRMSY (C) RFCOWSTRuu-
YION, . . DECLASSIFIED

: ~ CONFIDENYYIAL . E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4

MR W~?I B3, Stabp gh l:-‘lzrhq. .
ByJﬂL_,NARA pate _24l9¢ L

NOT 1(e3 BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHOR!LATION OF THE EXCCUTIVE SECRETAR
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RH RESTGRING SECURITY AND GOUVERNMENT AUTHORITY! ¥ou CANNGT

BE QPTIMISTIC ABOUT AN EARLY RENEwalL OF LAW AND QRDER

AFTER THE COLLAPSE OF AUTHORITY THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE, LEGANQN
TODAY IS5 A LAND OF “TURFSY RUN . (WHMEN RUN AT ALL) BY ARHED
GROUPS, THESE ARE OFYEN MUTUALLY HOSTILE, CLASHES CAN ARISE
AT THE DRODP QF A HAT == ESPECIALLY, 8UT NOT EXCLUSIVELY, ACROSS TeE
CHRISTIANMOSLEM DIVIDING LINES, THE SLIGHTEST INCIDENT CAN

EPARK A BIG BLOW=UP, PROVOCATEURS UF ONE EXTREME OR THE QTHIR

ARE ALWAYS READY TO PRQVIDE THE SPARK, EXTREMISYS OF YHE LEFT

AND PALESTINIAN REJECTIONISBTS ARE A PARTICULAR MENACE, WHEN

ONE ADDS TO THIS THE EASE WITH HHICH QUTSIDE POWERS SUCH AS

LIBYA, IRAQ, AND EGYPT CAN STIMULATE INTRAMSIGENCE IN VARIOUS
GROUPS AND PARTIES, THE DIFFICULTY OF RESTORING EVEN A MINIMUH

GF sacu&:ry IS APPARENT, _ o ,
5. FOR AN INDEFINITE PhRIGO, SYREA uILL RAVE 10 PRGVXDE THE rgvgﬁ
FOR THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT'S RENEWAL, ALONG WITH THIS, DE

FACTD PARTITION WILL HAVE TO BE ACCEPTEN, A3 CHMRISTIAN MILYTIAS
POLICE CHRISTIAN AREAS ANO THE DISPARATE AND NOT ALWAYS !
KUTUALLY FRIENDLY MOSLEWMS/LEFTIST/PALESTINIAN GROURS POLICE Lo
THE REST, THE RESTBRED HYGHER MILITARY COMMITTEE PROVIDES THE i
FRAMEWORK FOR THIS SCHEME; SOMETHING LIKE IT WILL MAVE T0 BE i
CORCOCTED AFTER THE NEW PRESIDENT I8 ELECTED, THE QYER-ALL '
PURPOSE WILL BE YO ELIMIMATE THE DE FACTO PARTITION  AND THE
SYRIan COVER GRaDUALLY: PUTTING IN THEIR PLACE A NEW LEBANESE

HOFEFULLY MANAGERABLE. ANY SIGNIFICANT DOWNTURN IN
SECURITY IS APT TO MAKE CHRISTIAN HARDLINERS FREEZE,

6, THE GOL NOT LONGER HAS ANY SERVICE CAPABLE OF MAINw
TAINING INTERNAL SECURITY, POLICE FORCE CANNQT BE RE=
DRGANIZED AND GIVEN CAPABILITY OF SUPPRESSING INSURRECTION
QUICKLY ENCUGH, POLARIZATION OF THE ARMY HAS INCREASED o
DURING LATEST ROUND OF FIGHTING, AND:ITS KECONSTRUCTION L
AS A NATIUNAL ARHMY WOQULD TAKE AT LEASYT TWQ YEARS,

HOWEVER, & HOBILE BRIGADE MIGHT BE READY IN 6=12 MONTHS,

IN THE INTERIM, AN EXTERNAL MILITARY FORCE WDULD BE

REQUIRED TO RESTQRE LAW AND ORDER, PFNOING DEVELOPHMENT

OF A NATIONAL CAPABILITY, OR IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO REACH

AGREEMENT ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROVISIUNAL FORCE

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED Wq E;UI iﬁg (SIHORIZAT!ON OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR‘{
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FRON THE VERIOUS WARRING FACTIONS, S

7. A LATENT PROBLEM LIKELY TO ARISE WHEN THE BARE BONES =
0F 5UTHORITY ARE RECREATED IS5 LEBANESE NATIONAL FEELING
AGAINST STRIA. THE DEFEATIST MOGD. OF MOST LEBANESE

ToDaAY PROBABLY GIVES DAMBACUS SOME TINME BEFORE. THIS Wi“.’,{.“

" BECOME 4 MAJOR PROBLE#, BUT I8 IS AN EVER&PRESENT FEELING
AND KUST BE EXPECYED TO EWERGE IN FORCE, BOTH RIGHTISTS
AND LEFTISTS MAY YOICE IT, ALTHUUGHM FUR DIFFERENT
REASONS (RIGHTISTS SPEAKING OF LEBANESE "SOYERIGNTY®

- AND LEFTISTS CONSIDERING DAMASCUS AS A TRAITAR 710

THE APROGRESSIVE® CAUSE), THIS OF COURSE STRENGTHEMS

THE ARGUMENT FOR AN EARLY DEPARTURE OF SYRIAN MILITARY
INFLUENGE, OAMASCUS WILL WAVE TO PLAY 178 GAME VERY
CAREFULLY, STEERING CLEAR (OF A DEPARTURE 80 ABRUPT THAT

IT LEAVES A POHER VACUUM AND ONE SO DELAYED. THAT IT -
CREATES SUSPICION OF SYRIAN INTENTIONS IN THE MINOR OF- -
LEBANESE, (WITH THE NEW SYRIAN=PALESTINIAN AGCORD ON LEBANGN,
WHERE THE PALESTINIAMS ASSUME A GREATER ROLE FOR SECURITY,
THIS SUSPICION COULL WELLIBE TRANSFERRED T8 THE LATTER,)

8, POLITICAL REFORMS, OF ALL THE PROBLENMS DUWMPED

ON THE NEW PRESIDENT, NONE WILL BE MORE THORNY THAN

THE QUESTION OF POLITICAL REFORM, WHEN FRANGIE ANNOUNCED -
HIS 17w POINT PROGRAM IN FEBRUARY, THIS WaS FONDLY THOUGKT
Y0 BE THE BASIS FOR THE UNEW LEBANON", IT CONTAINED v
MAINLY POLITIC, CHANGES AND INVOLVED CONCESSIONS FROM

BOTK CHMRISTIANS ARD MOSLENS, DESPITE GRUMBLINGS RY THE LEFT
AEOUT SOME OF THE POINTS, LEFTISTS WEHE AT FIRST UNDERSTOQD
T0 HAVE ACQUIESCED. NOW THIS IS ALL UP IN THE AIR, IT

"HAS BEEN LEFT THAT WAY BY TACIT AGREEMENT, ON THEOURY

THAT ELECTION OF NEK PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT BE COMPLICATED.
BY SUCM INTRACTABLE ISSUES, : R )

9, THE HOPE IS THAT DEPARTURE OF FRANGIE WILL CLEAR THE

AIR POLITICALLY AND ALLOW WEW MAN TO PUSN REFCRMS WITH

BROAD PURLIC SUPPORT. THERE 18 CERTAINLY RASIS FOR

THIS HOPE, MAKING "SCAPEGDAY" OF FRANGIE wWILL HELP .

CLEANSE SYSTEM SYHDOLICALLY OF OLD POLITICAL MENTALITY,
HMOWEVER, MORE IS INVOLVED THEN JUST PERSONALITIES, :

RRAFPED UP IN FRANGIE'S 17 PUINTS ARE GUT 1SSUES INVOLYING

COMLDEN T3AL
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STRONG FEELINGS ON AlLL SIDES, IT TOOK LABORIOUS MEGOTIATING
TO ARRIVE AT 17 POINTS (AST FEBRUARY, ON CHRISTIAN SIDE,
THEY EMBODIED UYMINIRMUMWGUARANTEE OF THEIR POLITICAL

FUTURE WHILE GIVING LONGeSQUGHT GAINS TO MOSLEMS, ESTABLISH=

I

|

i

' . “ ;
BONFLRENTIAL ’
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MENT=MINDED CHRISTIANS ANp MUSLEMS HERE BASICALLY SATISIFED
WITH THE ACCORD, JUMBLATT, WHO MAB LONG CONSIDERFD POLITICAL

REFORM THE SPEARMEAD OF HIS PROGRAM, LATER HADE 1T CLEAR KE

WAS NOT SATISFIED. HE HAS BEEN A& KEY FIGURE IN ERQSION QF

FRANGIE'!S PROGRAM SINGE EaRLY HMARCH (ALTHOUGH HE GUT UKEYFECTED

&:»P FROM AKDABYS COUUP AMD CANNOT FORGET KIS DEBT TO ?ALFQrI‘?ﬂ
MUSCLE ON BATTLEFIELD) ., HE KILL COHTINUE 10 PUCH FOR REYISION
OF THE (7 POINTS, DESBITE THEIR REVERSES IN BATYLE,

CHRISTIAN RIGRTISTS WILL STRUGGLE TO PRESERYE AS MUCH

AS POSSIBLE OF YGUARANTEE™ 70 WHICH THEY ADHERE

EMOTIONALLY. TRADITIONAL MOSLEMS, IN PART THRQUGH

WEAKNESS AND IN PART THROUGH SECURITY THEY FEEL THAT

DEMANDS WON WILL. STICKs MAY SIT ON SIDELINES EXCEPT DN

ISGUE OF SECULARIZATIUN, all IN ALL, THE MEW PRESIDENTI!S

PATH WILL LEAD STRAIGHT THROUGH A PDLITICAL MINEFIELD,

YET HE CANMOT AVOID CROSSING IT IF HE HOPES T0 REACH

THE UNEW LEBANON® THAT EVERYBODY DEMANDS,

- 46, FORTUNATELY, THE MINEFTELD IS NOY UNCHARTED, THE
{7 POINTS WERE THE OUTGROWTH OF AN EARLIER SET OF 5
POINTS HAMMERED DUT IN LATE 1975 THROUGH SYRTAN MEOIATION,
FOUR OF THESE POINTS WERE POLITICALS (4) EGUAL CHRISTIANm
% MGSLEM REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT? (B) NAMING OF PRIME
{o:d  MINISTER BY THE PARLIAMENTS (L) AROLITION
LN OF CONFESSIONALISM IN GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT? (D) ESTABe
“=1 LISHMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL COURT, A SEPAKATE POINT -
1 STATING TYHE PALESTINIANS wOULD ABIDE BY CARIRD AGREEMENT
ALSO EMERGED LATER AS & COROLLARY TO THE 47 POINTS, THE
GOMNLOENLTAL

1. NOTTO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SEC”
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PO THAN IT EYVER WAS FOR FRANGIE'S PRUGRAM, THERE IS a({sO :
b INDICATION THAT I7T WOULD ACCEPY THE TRADITION GF A MARONITE
S PRESIDENT, A SUNNI PREMIER AND A SHIITE SPEAKER FOR THE TIKE.
BEING, ALTHOUGH THIS HAS NOT BEEN MADE TOO CLEAR. BY FOCUSING
- ON THESE MOKE FIRMLY ACCEPTED POINTS, THE NEW PRESIDENTY .
CEULD HOPE YO GET POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS REASQNASQY ‘
FaR ALOKG HITHOUT MISHAPR, _ : |
$4s HIS HAIN PROBLEMS WOULD BE THREE, AS WE SEE:ITH.
(&Y THE PARTS OF THE 17 POINTS REPRESENTING COUNTERw
CONCESSIONS TO CHRISTIANS) (B) THE EXTENT DF DECONm=
FEBSTONALIZATION IN THE GOVERNMENT) () THE FUTURE
"OF THE BLESTINIANS, THE FIRST OF THESE 18SUES - ‘
~C£NTERS ESPECIALLY ON A PROVISIUON YN FRANGIE'!S PROGRAH. v
THAT A& TWO=THIRDS OVTE WILL BE NEEDED IN. PARLIAMENT - .
ON Uuﬁﬁﬁczeaa TIWFORTANT MATTERSH AND THAT A G5=/0
VOTE WILL BE NEEDED YO FLECT A PRESIDENT ON THE
SECOND AND BUBSEQUENT BALLOTS (THO=THIRDS ALREADY
BEING REGUIRED ON THE FIRST BALLDTY, THE (EFT KAS
OBJECTEQ TO THE 58~0/0 IDEA, ITS RETENTION SYMBOLIZES
FOR CHRISTIANS THEIR FUTURE POLITICAL SAFETY AND wE EXPECT
THEY ®WILL HOTLY CONTEST XI78 REING DROPPED, ON THE
DECONFESSIONALIZATION ISSUE, THE 47 PUINTS MOVED
SIGNIFICANTLY AWAY FRQOM DOMFESSIONALISK BUT KEPT IT
FOR POSTS OF DIRECTOR GENERALLEVEL AND ABQVE, AS
FOR THE PALESTINIANG, IT WAS A QUESTION EVEN UNOER
THE {7 POINTS HOW FAR THEY WOULD AGREE TO GO BACK TO
THE CAIRO AGREERMENT, THIS IS8 GTILL A MAJOR. UNKNQUHN,
(IT IS OIFFICULT 7O SEE HOW THE CAIRG AGREEMENT CAN HE
COBSERVED IF THE PALESTINIANS HAYE A MAJOR POLICING ROLEg
AS IS NOW THE CASE,)
TN THESE STRLb?LES, MUCH WILL. QEPFND ON THE INTERACTIONS
- BETHEEN JUMBLATT AND THE EXTREMISTS IN HIS CAMP AND
ON THE EVEN MORE TRICKY INTERACTIONS INVOLVING
ARAFAT, SAIGA AND THE REJECTIONISTS AMONG THE PALESTINIANS,
R CTHE AYTITUDE OF YHE "CHRISTIAN REJELYION FRONTY ON THE
‘§>3- OTHER SIDE OF THE FENCE MAY ALSQ CQMPLICATE THINGSS

.1 . 12, AN IDEA THAT THE NEW PRESIDENT COULD USEFULLY PlCK
1| UP IS THE RE=ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DEFUNCT NATIONAL DIALOGUE
' CONELDENTIAE
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRET/
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COMMITYEE, OR SOMETHING RESEMBLING IT, HONCRING IT MIGHY
MOLLIFY HIM TEMPORARILY AND THEREBY GIVE THE PRESIDENY
TIME TO SORT DUT THE I8SUES, THE UIALQGUE TECHNIRUE

I8, IN FACT, MORE THAN JUST A GIMHICK, YHE COMMITTEE THAT
MET LAST AUTUMN PROVIDED A FORUM FOR AIRING SENSITIVE
I8SUES, SOMETHING THAT MAY BE EVEN MORE IMPORTANY IN

CTHE WEEKS AND MONTHS AHtéD, THE MAIN PITFALL IS THAT

SUCH & GROUP CAN PLAUSIBLY BE SAID TO UNDERMINE PARLIA®
MENTIS AUTKORITY, THIS CLAIW WAS MADE ABOUT THE EARLIER
COMHYITTER, BUT THIS SHOULD NOT BE AN IMPUSSIBLE OBJECTIUN

TO OVERCOME IN THESE CRIVICAL TIMES YHAT REGUIRE EXTRA«

ORDINARY METHORS,
13, RECONSTRUCTION, THE PUB{IC SECTOR WILL BE OBLIGED YO

C PLAY AN UNPRECEDENTED ROLE IN THE RECONSTRUCTION OF LEBANON,
FIRST BECAUSE OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE JOB TO BE DONE, SECONDLY

BEGAUSE THE PRIYATE SECTOR IS NO LONGER PREPAREQ TO ASSUNE ITs
TRADITIONAL KROLE OF LEADERSHIP UNTIL CONFIDENCE IS

RESTHURED, COMPLICATING MATYTERS IS THE FACT THAT THE

PUBLYIC SECTOR I5 NOT IN A POSITION TO DU YHE JOB, THERE

AR ONLY A HANOFUL OF COMPEYENT CIVIL SERVANTS, HOST

CIVIi. SERVANTS ARE Baply TRAINED AND ONE THEIR JOBS

- TQ POLITICAL PATRUNAGE,

14, OME CAN ENVISAGE THE CREATION OF A SPECIAL OFFICE
C DIRECTIY UMNDER THE PRESIDENT TO PLAN §ND COQRDINATE

THE REBUILDING OF THE COUNTRY. A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT

OF WESTERN KNUWWHOW WILL B8 REQUIRED AND (ARGE AMUUNTS

OF LOW INTEREST, LONG-TERM GREDIT, PRESUMABLY FROM :
THE ARAB COUNTRIES, PERHAPS %i"Z BILL}ON AS A STARTﬁﬁ.'

15, THE CONCEPTY OF NFSTERN KNOW=HOW JUINED WITH ARAB , '
CAPITAL LENDS ITSELF WELL TO THE FORMATION OF A CONSORTIUM,
THE MEMBERS OF WHICH WOULD OF COUKSE HAVE TO 8E SBELECTED
HITHIN THE CONTEXT OF EXISTING POLITICAL REALITIES,
KHICH MEANS THE INCLUSION OF SYRIA REGARDLESS OF THE -
LATTER'S DEARTH OF CAPITA{, AND/OR WESTERN KNOW=HOW,
. . " oo : ‘ '
' ‘ {
- : i
4
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i6, THE PUBLIC SECTOR EFFORY, IT MUSY BE STRESSED,
WOULD SUPPLEMENT, OT REPLACE, THE PHRIVATE SECTOR
EFFORTA ALMOST ALL OF THE COUNTRYY®S NOT INCONSTDERABLE
TALENT IS FOUNG IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR, wWHAT Is NE&&FQ
I8 4N ADEGUATE SUPPLY OF CREDIT WNDER FAVURABLE

- YER®S, aALST NEEDED ARE GUARANTEES, GOVERNKENT GUARANTEES

R :&SURANCE THAT THE COST OF THE OFFICE BULLUING REw
BUILT OR THE INVENTORIES REPLENISHED WOULD BE COVERED
IF ONCE MOKE QESTRDYED. GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES ARE OF
PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO INDUSTEY. NOT ONLY SHOULD
LAYS BE PASSED TO GUARANTEEL THE Foacxsw Xh?&uTQR} BUT
THE LEBANESE IRVLSTQR A8 HWELL, Do

17« INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND TnURI%M FOR chuT
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO SECTORS. THIS HAS ALREADY
EXISTED TN THE CASE OF TOURISHM, BUT THE STAYE'S ROLE
IN PROVIDING THE NECESSARY INFRASTRUCTURE 70 alLbd FOR
REAL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT, AND SEEING TO IT THAT

" YHIS IS NMOT ALl CONCENTRATED IN BEIRUTf HﬁS EXISYED OoN

PAPER ONLY, 0y

‘18nA”HETHER BCIRUT WILL BECQME ONCE MGR& A KﬁGIONAL

FINANCIAL CENTER WILL DEPEND NOT ONLY. ON SECUR:TY
BUT ON THE CONTINUATION OF A LIBERAL STYLE ECONOMY,
THE ABSENCE OF CONTHOLS ON CAPITAL HOVERENTS AND
MAINTENANE OF THE BANK SECRECY LAWS, INQEED
THE WHOLE REMEWAL OF THE PRIVATE SECYOR COULO ENLY
BE ASSUNED IF THE COUNTRY CONTINUES T0 FUNCTION UNDER

. CONFERENTRR— |
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRET
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15, IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR ROAD GONS?RucTIGq AND PGRT

DEVELOPHENT REQUIRE PRIORITY AS AN AID TQ THE

PRIVATE SECTOK, BUT THE PUBLIC SECTYOR NILL AL80 HAVE :
PRESSING PRIORITIES OF A SO0CIAL "NATURE, THESE INCLUDE ' v
SUBSIDIZED HOUSING, MURE SCHOULS, AND &N END TO TAX '

EVASION ON THE PART OF THE wEHLTHYa ; :

20, IM THE MIDST OF ALL THE DESTRUCTION To THE cmu&vﬁv's
ECONDMY THE RELATIVE STABILITY GF THE LEVANESE POUND

IS ONE GF THE BRIGHT 8POTS, THANKS TO A VERY CONSERVA=
TIVE POLICY FOLLOWED SINCE THE INTRA BANK CRAS ROCKED
THE CQUNTRY, THE POUND HAS AN 88 PER CENT GULD COVER

AY THE OFFICIAL RATE OF $42 PER QUNCE, MOREGVER THE

LEBANESE PUSLIC DEQT 185 NEGLIGIVLE, LEBANONIS ABILITY

TO CONTRIBUTE TO HELFING JTSELF ?HE&EFGRE 16 BY NO
mt&&% EQSIGMIFICANzQ

2ts A KRJOQR EFFORT BY THE PU%LI& %FCTQ? TQ RESTORE
THE ECONOHY, IT SHOULD BE NOTED, WOULD TEND YO

CSTRENGTHEN THE CENTRAL BOVERNMENT AND MGRK AGATHSTY

TRENDS TOWARD PARTITION,.
BROWN

ERAMEIDENT I AL
:
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ABDUCTION OF COL. MORGAN

E
FOR YOUR BACKGROUND USE ONLY: -- NOT FOR DISSIMINATION
TO THE PRESS:

Members of the Embassy staff in Beirut met this morning
(9:30 Beirut time) with representatives of the Lebanese Deuxieme Bureau,
the Lebanese Surete and Lebanese Internal Security Forces. Col. Boustany,
Chief of the Deuxieme reported that information available to the GOL
indicated Col. Morgan is well and being properly taken care of.

Col. Boustany inquired how far the U.S. government is prepared
to go in meeting the terrorists' demands. He was informed that the USG
would not undertake any direct action, that we would not agree to pay any
ransom, either in money or goods, and that we are relying on the GOL
to secure Col. Morgan's safe release. Col. Boustany responded that
the GOL understood this responsibility and had already made contact
with various parties, The USG is not responding directly to any
kidnappers' demands.

The public guidance on Col. Morgan remains the same as

yesterday., Specific details should be referred to the State Department.



July 7, 1975

ABDUCTION OF COL. MORG AN

BACKGROUND USE ONLY:

The ""Revolutionary Socialist Action Organization'' that has threatened
to kill U. S, Army Colonel Ernest Morgan in Beirut apparently is the
same Lebanese radical group that has carried out a series of attacks
against official and private U. S. interests over the past two years. The
group uses leftist rhetoric and fedayeen tactics to cover vhat are
essentially criminal activities; by late last year, it had attempted to
extort money from at least 50 businesses a1 d diplomatic missions in
Lebanon.

The group, usually known simply as the Revolutionary Socialist
Organization has no regular ties with Palestinian feydayeen organizations.

In a statement released to several Beirut newspapers last night, the
kidnapers said Morgan will be released if by Wednesday night the U. S.
makes public the statement of the Revolutionary Socialist Organization,
asks the Lebanese government to stop searching for Morgan, and delivers
to inhabitants of a poor section of Beirut large quantities of food, clothing,
and building materials,

- W e W W M e e e e W e e W e W e e T T R W e W e e e e e MG G Sw e e MR W W R e W W R e e B e e e T e W W e e e e e e Y

The State Department Press Office is responding to queries on Morgan's
abduction as follows. We are advised to follow their guidance referring
to them where possible:

Q. What can you tell us about the report, confirmed by Embassy
Beirut, that demands have been received from a group purportedly
holding Colonel Morgan in Beirut?

A, Embassy Beirut received at about 1945 Beirut time, July 6,

a communication concerning Col. Morgan from "the Rebolutionary

Socialist Action Organization.' The contents of this communication

were immediately made known to the L.ebanese Government.



July 7, 1975

ABDUCTION OF COL. MORG AN

BACKGROUND USE ONLY:

The "Revolutionary Socialist Action Organization' that has threatened
to kill U.S. Army Colonel Ernest Morgan in Beirut apparently is the
same Lebanese radical group that has carried out a series of attacks
against official and private U. S, interests over the past two years. The
group uses leftist rhetoric and fedayeen tactics to cover vhat are
essentially criminal activities; by late last year, it had attempted to
extort money from at least 50 businesses and diplomatic missions in
L.ebanon.

The group, usually known simply as the Revolutionary Socialist
Organization has no regular ties with Palestinian feydayeen organizations.

In a statement released to several Beirut newspapers last night, the
kidnapers said Morgan will be released if by Wednesday night the U. S.
makes public the statement of the Revolutionary Socialist Organization,
asks the Lebanese government to stop searching for Morgan, and delivers
to inhabitants of a poor section of Beirut large quantities of food, clothing,
and building materials.
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The State Department Press Office is responding to queries on Morgan's
abduction as follows. We are advised to follow their guidance referring
to them where possible:

Q. What can ybu tell us about the report, confirmed by Embassy
Beirut, that demands have been received from a group purportedly
holding Colonel Morgan in Beirut?

A, Embassy Beirut received at about 1945 Beirut time, July 6,

a communication concerning Col. Morgan from ''the Rebolutionary

Socialist Action Organization.' The contents of this communication

were immediately made known to the l.ebanese Government.



A,

What action is the U. S, government taking to secure the safe
release of Col. Morgan?

Our Embassy in Beirut is remaining in close touch with the
Lebanese Government concerning Col. Mar gan. Amb. Godley
has discussed the matter with Foreign Minister Taqla. A

Washington Task Force in support of efforts to secure Col. Morgan’s

release has been established under the chairmanship of Robert A.

Fearey, the State Department's terrorism coordinator.

Is that all you can tell us?
As you canwell understand, this is a very delicate situation.
It would not be conducive to the safe return of Col. Morgan to
comment further at this time. ButI can ssure you we are doing
everything possible to secure his release.
What is U. S. government policy in cases of abduction of
U. S. government personnel abroad?

Our policy is well known and need not be repeated.

e



July 10, 1975

ABDUCTION OF COL. MORGAN

UPI reports from Beirut that the kidnappers of American Col.
Ernest Morga n today granted him another 72 hour '"'stay of execution',
but warned he would be killed if the U.S. does not meet their food
and ransom demands.

Our public statements should continue to emphasize:

(1) that we continue to be in close touch with the Lebanese
government concerning Col. Morgan and that Amb. Godley
has met several times with Foreign Minister Togla on the

Morgan abduction. ‘

(2) The Lebanese government is doing everything possible
to secure Morgan's release.

(3) That securing his release presents a very delicate

. . -
situation, and comme nts about our efforts or anyone else's
efforts can only jeopardize his safe return.



Q.

April 20, 1976

SYRIAN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON

Yesterday you essentially condoned Syrian intervention
in Liebanon. Does this signal a change in our policy?

What I said yesterday indicates no change in our policy.
Our policy regarding outside military intervention in Lebanon
remains as it has been stated many times publicly, We ave
opposed to outside military intervention in Lebanon and have
made clear our concern that it could lead to wider hostilities
in the Middle East.

Then you censider the presence of Syrian troops in Lebanon

as being part of the constructive role Syria has heen playing in
Tiebanon?

We consider that Syrian political efforts to bring about a
¥
political accomodation among the Lebanese parties have been

constructive. There has heen no change in our policy of

opposition to outside military intervention in Lebanon.



Qs

April 21, 1976

MATHIAS - ARAFAT MEETING

Senator Mathias reportedly met with PLO leader Yasir
Arafat and discussed Lebanon and the Middlie Bast, Did
Mathias meet with Arafat at the President's request or did
Mathias carry a message from the President? Do you expoct
Mathias to report to the President on his meeting with Arafat?

The President did not meet with/ Mathins before his trip

to the Middle East. Mathias did not meet with Arafat th‘ the

President's urging nor d.%u. t he carry a inessage from the President,
% -

As to whether Malbias will meet with the President when he returns,

that is up to the Sénator. But I have nothing on that.



May 10, 1976

SYRIAN TROOP PRESENCE IN LEBANON

What remains the USG position on the Syrian troops presence
in Lebanon? Now that the elections have taken place, should
the Syrians get out and will the U.S., encourage this?

We have made clear to all concerned that we do not
favor outside military intervention in Lebanon., While the
Syrian role has generally been constructive, we hope that
the election of a new President means that the Lebanese

political process will function in such a way that the Lebanese

can resolve their own problems.



May 10, 1976

SARKIS ELECTION

What is the U, S. reaction to the election of Sarkis as the new
President of Lebanon? What will happen next? What about
the continued fighting?

The U. S. did not take a position on any of the candidates
for the L.ebanese Presidency, nor did we indicate that we would
do so. In general terms, we are pleased that the L.ebanese
constitutional process has been able to elect a new President
and we hope the process will continue to function so that political
reconciliation and reform can take place under the leadership
of the new President.

For this to occur will require the cooperation of all
factions in Lebanon, both in maintaining the ceasefire and
furthering the political process. We stand ready to assist
L.ebanon in any suitable way within the context of Lebanese
independence, territorial integrity and national unity. We hope

that all interested outside governments will do the same.

Will the President be sending Sarkis a congratulatory message?
President-designate Sarkis has not yet assumed office;
such a message should await the completion of the Lebanese

political processes.



May 10, 1976

PRESIDENT!'S MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR MELOY

TO BE VOLUNTEERED:

The President met this morning at 10:15 a.m. with Ambassador Francis
Meloy, Jr., our new Ambassador to Lebanon. The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss current developments in the Lebanese crisis and to

underscore the importance the U. S, attaches to Meloy's mission there.

Q. Did the President give Meloy any specific instructions or
ask him to relay any messages to the newly elected Pre sident
Sarkis?

A, Ambassador Meloy will continue the same policy we have

been following in Lebanon. As for delivering any message to
Sarkis, the newly elected President has not yet been installed
in office, and any message should await the completion of the

Lebanese political processes.



June 2, 1976

SYRIAN INCURSIONS INTO LEBANON

Can you confirm today the presence of Syrian troops in Lebanon?

Yes, we can confirm that there has been some troop movement,

but we cannot confirm levels for you. (State will say, per their

guidance yesterday, that there are between 5,000 and 6,000 troops

total in Lebanon including new forces. They will not break out

the figures comparing new to old troops or any movement of forces,)

Do we view the Syrian role as constructive? What about our views

on military intervention?

We have consistently maintained that the political role Syria

has played in mediating the conflict has been constructive. At the
I

same time, our position on the risks of foreignfirfervention remains

unchanged, We have stated consistently that foreign intervention

carries with it the risk of widening the conflict.

It is important to understand that the restoration of security
in Lebanon is very complex which the parties themselves are
discussing. It is not for the U,S, to comment on every development
in this complex situation, but in the last analysis the restoration
of peace and security depends on the political accommodation among
the parties in Lebanon themselves.

How would you characterize the United States role throughout this
crisis?

Our efforts have been political and humanitarian: to encourage the



parties to reach a political settlement and to provide emergency
relief assistance including the President's proposal for $20 million
in rehabilitation funds for Lebanon. We have lent maximum
encouragement to all political efforts.

Did we give any kind of tacit approval to Syria to intervene? Did
we ''clear' any of these moves with Israel?

We did not give any tacit approval; no moves were cleared with us,
nor have we ''cleared' any moves with anyone else, We have urged

all governments to exercise restraint,

e sy



June 8, 1976

SITUATION IN LEBANON

What is your reaction to recent events concerning Lebanon?
What is the scale of Syria's military intervention, including
the use of aircraft? Does the United States approve of this?
What does the US think of the protests of other Arab states
over Syria's actions and the emergency meeting of the Arab
League to discuss this?

We have consistently opposed outside mﬂitary intervention in

A
Liebanese affairs. Th—i-s—-wau}dfa‘pp}yh-te—s'fr-ia—as—weﬁ—a:s-aothe'fs,

ng. are intervening, the Israelis

wheo-hzve not-but-nright be+empted to do so? Reports frofn

the field make clear that the situation is fluid and complex.

We continue to support Lebanon's independ.ence, territorial

integrity and national cohesion and we very much regret the
continuation of the tragic conflict and th~e loss of life. We are

doing our best to encourage a lasting cease-fire and :eturn to
peaceful political processes in Liebanon, and we would genefally
support efforts by others to bring about a peaceful accommadation ‘; It
is inappropriate for us to comment on inter-A%ab positions

concerning Liebanon.

-
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June 9, 1976

SITUATION IN LEBANON

What is your reaction to recent events concerning Lebanon?
What is the scale of Syria's military intervention, including

the use of aircraft? Does the United States approve of this?
What does the U.S. think of the protests of other Arab states
over Syria's actions and the emergency meeting of the Arab
League to discuss this?

We have consistently opposed outside military intervention in
Lebanese affairs. Reports from the field make clear that the
situation is fluid and complex. We continue to support Lebanon's
independence, territorial integrity and national cohesion and we
very much regret the continuation of the tragic conflict and loss
of life, We are doing our best to encourage a lasting ceasefire
and return to peaceful political processes in Lebanon., Generally,
we will support any genuine efforts to bring about a peaceful

accommodation. I don't think I should comment on the <@ . f 7+ 7(‘//'4’;

governments in this situation,



6/10/76

LEBANON

The Arab League has agreed to establish a joing
force to move into Lebanon. Does the President
have any reaction to this?

We note:recent efforts to form an Arab League force

to monitor a ceasefire anddrepeit—will tead-te-a-further
&

improvementof the situation-there, We do remain opposed

to any outside intervention which could carry the risk

of further escalation of the fighting. We continue to

support Lebanon's independence, territorial integrity

and national cohesion and would support any arrangement
acceptable to all the parties concerned.

Does the President then endorse the proposed intervention

of the Arab League force?

As I said, we have been watching the developments in
Lebanon and note the resolution of the Arab League. We
will continue to closely monitor the situation and hope efforts

by the parties can bring about an arrangement acceptable

to all the parties concerned,
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6/10/76

LEBANON

Q: The Arab League has agreed to establish a joinf
force to move into L.ebanon. Does the President
have any reaction to this?

gmer

Accepfable to all/the pal

@ Poes the Presidgnht then endofs@ the proposed Igtervention
of the Ayab Ledgue force?

A: N, \We have heen watching the developments in
- »

Liebanon and note the resGBlution of the Arab Lespue. We
will continue to closely monitor the situation and hope efforts
by the parties can bring about an arrangement acceptable

to all the parties concerned. Wa &t ‘cc»u_lg
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6/17/76

MELOY ASSASSINATION

Can you confirm reports that the PLO have 5 individuals
in custody who they claim are the culprits. Are we in
direct contact with the PLO on this?

We have received reports that PL.O and Lebanese
elements have detained several individuals. We are of
course in contact on a continuing basis with all parties

in the area. I would not want to speculate further at this

time.,



Y vacuntionof Americen-Citizens from Lebanen-

__. Due to the continuing uncertainty of the situation in Beirut, HE

X directed the United States Embassy there to assist in
the departure by overland convoy to Damascus of@ U.S. citizens
who wish to depart Lebanon at this time,

AT he _
convoy is expected to leave Beirut Saturday, and

American citizens are being alerted both by the Embassy and by
broadcast on the Voice of America to be prepared for departure at
that tim%if they so wish,

The remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and Mr., Robert Waring
have been brought to Damascus overland., They will be picked up by a

U. S. plane and returned to the United States, arriving on Saturday.

Only those Embassy officials not essential to our continuing

operations will be leaving Lebanon. ( [

The American Embassy

.

in Beirut is to remain open to continue our efforts to help bring an end

to the strife which has brought this tragedy to Lebanon.




[ e tpia)re]

The purpose of this call is to give you a confidential status report

on the situation involving the present plans for the evacuation of Americans
in. Beirut,

You are a\va?e that as a result of discussic;ns involving Americans
as well as representatives of other interests in Beirut, it has been planned
to conduct an evacuation of Americans from Beirut by a motor convoy.
Following the inability of the convoy to make the trip Friday night, it was
planned to make another attempt tonight.,

However, we have been informed by forces controlling the convoy
route tha:c the road has been interdicted and that heavy shelling along some
portions make it impossible to accomplish the planne.d evacuation tonight.

However, the PLO has concurred in our proposal for an evacuation
by sea, using a landing type vessel which is a part of the Sixth Fleet.

This will be an administrative operation,not a combat type operation. The

mother ship (LPD) will proceed from its present location in the task force

to a point approximately three to five miles off the coast. It will release



~ 2 -
a landing; craft (LCU) which will proceed to a beach area at Beirut near
the evacuation assembly point where it will smload the evacuees, . The
landing craft has sufficient capacity to take all anticipated evacuees in
one trip. We havé §een assured by the forces controlling the area where
the operation will take place that security will be maintained throughout

the operation, We expect the operation to take place sometime after
midnight and to be concluded by 6:00 or 7:00 a,m,

We would appreciate your keeping a close hold on these details,



HOUSK U KRB EDILINIALIVES CUINLALL 104

MEMBER . TIME PLACE v COMMENT

The Speake\r 12:05 --- No answer after repeated calls. At 12:05
spoke to A.A. Ward. (J. M. contacted.)

Tip O'Neill Unable to reach. Had police leave call request on cottage
door in Mas$. No return call by 12:25 a.m.

John McFall 10:45 pm--Sheraton Boston Hotel, Boston, Mass. -~-Asked

what time operation would begin. Responded 11:00 pm USDST,
7:00 am Beruit time. Hopes everything goes all right.

" John Rhodes 12:34 Washington home. ""Sounds like the right thing to do.
Where b you take the evacuees? To the ship. Knew that
the overland convoy rounte x is an SOB." (JM & CL)

Bob Michel 10:38 pm--At residence in Washington, D.C. ---No Comment.

Al Cederberg _11:15 pm-—HoIlday Inn, Midland, Michigan---Surprised that
*evacuation not completed last night (6/18) . Asked if British
would participate. Believes evacuation by sea better than
by overland route.

George Mahon  10:40 pm--At residence in Washington, D.C. ---Asked why we
are not resorting to overland convoy. Responded that route
has been interdicted and there is heavy shelling along some

‘ portions, Hopes all goes well.
"Doc" Morgan White House does not have Washington home phone. Press aide

rezached at 10:59. Wouldn't reveal Morgan's home phone but

he would keep trying for us. His Pa. home number is 412-377-3144
but there is no answer. -

Bill Broomfield 10:50 pm--At Capital Hill Club, Washington, D.C. ---In
complete support of operation.

Mel Price 10:39 place: Wahhington, D. C. home-- "Thank you'!

Bob Wilson 10:49 - Not at home - Reached A.A. Ed Terrar -~ Gave overview
to Ed. Wilson at Tides Inn, Irving, Va. No answer in his room
or hotel page. Ed felt Wilson didn't need to be reached on this.

-
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HOUSE

WASIHHINGTON

June 19, 1976

O o Scnators regarding evacuation plan from Lebanon.

Senator

Eastland

Mansfield

Scott, H.

Griffin
Sparkman
Case
McClellan
Young

Thurmond

Stennis

Time

10:50pm

10:15pm

10:20pm

10:50pm
10:35pm
10:30pm
10:43
10:50

11:00
11:10

Pla

DC

bBC

DC

Cap Hill

DC
bC
DC
DC

50

DC

ce

Car

comment
I'm mighty glad you done it
Has reservations. Like overland
route better. Got others out
that way. )
Approves,

Club OK, but don't downplay
military side of it.

Sounds very encouraging. Was
getting wooried. Sound good.

Fine. Approves operation. Glad
we are doing it.

Other nationalities coming out?
That shouddn't be any problem. They
ought to be glad tet us ge t them ou
OK, good luck

RW told AA, Beasley

“RW told Ed Braswell

R. Byrd call still outstanding as of 11:30 pm
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 20, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary’

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

The evacuation operation in Beruit today was completed successfully without
incident. The success of this operation was made possible through the
combined efforts of our Armed Forces and State Department personnel both
here and in the field.

I want to express my deep appreciation and pride in the outstanding per-
formance of all the men and women who contributed to this effort. We are
grateful, as well, for the assistance of other govermments and individuals
that facilitated the evacuation. The United States will continue to play a
positive role in seeking to restore stability and bring peace to Lebanon.

I would like to express to all those who played a part in the success of this
operation my heartfelt thanks.
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Q: Real battle between U.S. Embassy - who says nct to use U, S.

forces and White House/State on the other -- which want to use
them?
A Untrue. The President's concern', and that of his advisors here

Y

in Washington and in the field, throughout, has been to proceed
in the manner which best assures the safety of Americans.

We believe the evacuation can be carried out without foxfce
and are in touch with the parties to achieve that end.

As well, we of course, wish to continue to help wherever
possible with all of the parties to achieve a political solution to the
situation in L.ebanon.

*

Q: Rumor: that Syria has warned U,S. that there will be a big
movement of theéir forces in two or three days (implying that
Americans may be in greater jeopardy then than the‘y are now).
Any truth to this? '

A No. We have not been told this, and we are not aware of

any such information.

o
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July 16, 1976

LEBANON EVACUATION

Mr. President, what has happened in Lebanon that has caused the
need for new evacuation of Americans? Has the security situation
worsened? Do you intend to use units of the Sixth Fleet as you did
last month? How many people will be involved?
We have decided to reduce temporarily the staff of our Embassy
in Beirut to a minimum level as a result of the greatly increased
difficulties of operating in West Beirut, including the shortage of
basic food stuffs, gasoline and water, This action would require a
reduction in the services that we can provide the American community
in Lebanon, and we have again urged all American citizens to leave
i
Lebanon. The departure of Embassy staff personnel and other

Americans is currently planned for Tuesday. The means ibr departure

and the number who will go are still being determined.

‘Why aren't you as directly involved in this evacuation as the last one?

The security situation the last time was more confused and we were
much more apprehensive about the possibility of safely evacuating
American citizens. This time there is still danger, but a number of

group departures have taken place without incident in recent weeks., I

am beihg kept fully informed of the évacuation plans as they evolve.
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Do you intend to contact the PLO, directly or indirectly, to
arrange for the security of Americans wishing to depart
the country?

Administrative details, including the security of departure

arrangements, are still being worked out. We will make the

necessary contacts just as we did the last time.

Will Ambassador Seelye be among those leaving?

No final decision as to which Embassy personnel will leave
and which will stay has been made,

What does the United States think about the general situation
in Lebanon?

We hope that efforts being made to bring about an end to the
fighting and a political agreement among the Lebanese ‘parties

to the conflict will succeed. We are continuing fo dg our best

*

——
to assist in achieving this objective, and we continue to support

Liebanon's independence, territorial integrity and national unity.
I do not wish to comment more specifically on the details of the

extremely complex and fast-moving situation there.



e

BEIRUT EVACUATION POSTPONEMENT

Why has the American-sponsored convoy from Beirut, due

to depart Tuesday, July 20, been postponed? Has there been
a threat to the convoy? When will it be rescheduled?

The convoy has been postponed because we were advised that
the route of departure from Beirut is not totally secure. This
advice was given to us by the parties with whom we have been
in contact, both direct and indirect. There was no threat to

the convoy, whose departure we expect to reschedule in the

next few days.

Did in fact the PLO inform you that the route was not secure?
Let me repeat, we were advised that the route was not secure

by the parties with whom we have been in contact regarding the

evacuation., I will not get into the details of our exchanges with

them, (FYI ONLY: The PLO should not be mentioned specifically

in regard to any aspect of the postponement,)



July 23, 1976

BEIRUT EVACUATION

What are the facts about the Evans and Novak story on American
citizens not being able to leave Beirut because they are hostages

to PLO political pressures?

I will not comment on speculative editorial comment. Our position
on the Beirut evacuation remains as stated previously: it has been
postponed on grounds of the general security situation; we are in
touch with various concerned parties about the situation; we are
trying to work something out; and we will proceed with the evacuation
when it can be safely carried out, Our planning is still for an
overland convoy to Damascus,

(State is planning to add, if pressed, that there are possible sea
and air options, including use of the Sixth Fleet as before, but
these options are not presently under active consideration. State
is also planning to add, if pressed, that we must depend upon those
in control on the ground to advise us on the security situation;

therefore, we are not in a position to say that the route is actually

safe as Evans and Novak imply. }



26 July 1976

BEIRUT EVACUATION

Why did you abandon the road convey for a sea departure?
On the basis of our exchanges with the parties involved in
maintaining security for an evacuation, it was determined

that departure by sea is the safest way to do it.

By "all the parties involved' do you mean to include the PLO?
State discussed this issue at some length on Friday. 1 see

no reason to go through it all again.

Does this indicate a change of policy toward the PLO?

No.

Does this mean that the President or Secretary Kissinger
have been in direct contact with Arafat on the evacuation?

No, they have not.

But private persons and convoys go to D mascus every day

by road safely. Why couldn't you?

The security arrangements for a large number are necessarily
more difficult toassure than for a single car or small convoy.
The parties responsible for security advised us that the road

was not secure, and the safest way to go would be ¥ by sea.



-2~ Beirut Evacuation

Will Amb. Seelye be coming out?

That has not been decided.

We will not know exactly how many until the registration is
complete, but - figures from the registration last week
indicate that about four to five hundred are expected to depart,

and of that total approximately 160 will be Americans.

How many were evacuated in Jnne?
A total of 279 were evacuated, and of that 116 are Americans.

[Refer to State any further questions on details of the 20 June evacua-

tion. ]

Will you still reduce the Embassy staff? To what level?
Yes, the Embassy will be reduced to a minimal level of
about ten to fifteen Americans,

Things are looking better in L-banon -- the emplacement of
the Arab League force and some hopeful . indications from
the Syrian-Palestinian meeting -- why are we pressing for
evacuation now?

Because of the increasingly difficult living conditions, it is
necessary to reduce the size of our Embassy to absolute minimal
levels. Due to the reduction of Embassy personnel and resultant

the remaining

dﬁcreaSE: in Embassy services, we have urged/Americans &x in
eirut to evacuate.

We contemplate no such further organized departures and

are therefore urging all private Americans to take advantage of



3 - Beirut Evacuation

this opportunity to depart under US Gowernment auspices.

Q: Does this mean you expect the situation to take a turn for the
worse?
A: As I have said, our decision is based on the very difficult

living conditions in Beirut and the consequent necessity

to reduce our Embassy to minimum levels.

Q: You evacuated in June axd now again in July; can we expect another
in August?

A: No.

Q: Did tde PLO approve this evacuation? Have they guaranteed

safe passage?

A: We have continued to have daily exchanges with the various
parties involved in order to facilitate the departure of Ameicans
and other foreigners. We areplkased that all parties have extended
their full cooperation to facilitate this departure. The sitw tion
including assurances, is similar to the ® June evacuation.

Q: What will you do about the remaining people in the Embassy
should the security situation become acute?

A We do no anticipate such a situation arising and I do not want to

speculate on a hypothetical case.



July 27, 1976
0935

AVAILABLE FACTS--LEBANON EVACUATION

Number of persons evacuated: 308

Number of Americans and their foreign dependents evacuated: 149
of which 78 are U.S. citizens. (unconfirmed)

Number of USG officials evacuated: 27 included in total U.S. citizens
count of 78.

Number of nations whose citizens were evacuated: probably 20+ but
exact count not yet known,

Number of Americans remaining in Lebanon: probably 500-700, most
of whom are dual-nationals or long-time residents of Lebanon.

Number of USG officials remaining: 15

Name of present Charge in Beirut: Leamon R. (Ray) Hunt. o



August 6, 1976

US HOSPITAL SHIP FOR LEBANON ? --
SENATOR ABOUREZK PROFOSAL

[FYI: Some UPI reporter has evidently picked up the following]

Is it true that Senator Abourezk is proposing that the US send

a medical ship to Lebanon to offer humanitarian assistance?

Will the President approve this?

The President has received a letter from Senator Abourezk sug-
gesting that the US send a hospital ship to Lebanon. This proposal

is under consideration and an appropriate reply will be made to the

Senator. Therefore, I have nothing further to add at this time.



August 12, 1976

US POLICY TOWARDS THE PLO

What is the US position towards the PLO now that we are having
direct contacts in L.ebanon with that group?

Our position with respect to the PLO on issues fundamental to
the Arab-Israeli conflict has not changed:
-- The question of recognitic;rn and negotiations with the
PLO does not arise as long as the PL.O does not recognize the
existence of the state of Israel and accept Resolutioﬁs 242 and
338 as the basis for a final settlement. This rem;ins our policy.
-~ The contacts with the PLO are oniy at local security
level at our embassy in Beirut and have to do étrictlz with security
matters, rriainly related to the protection of our remaining embassy
personnel, This is only because the PLO is a principal element
in the security situation in West Beirut, where our Embassy is located.
-- However, our position with resPéct to the PLO on issues
fundamental to the Arab-Israeli conflict has not changed and remains

as I have stated above.

[The Department of State issued the following public statement clarifying
direct contacts with the PLO: ''Because it was apparent to us that the PLO
was the principal element in the security situation in West Beirut, we
authorized at the end of June our Embassy Security Officer to discuss with
the PLO the personal security of our Embassy personnel in their movements



in West Beirut. These contacts by the Security Officer for that purpose
continued and we expect that they will continue as needed. Prior to then,
our contacts with the PLO were through intermediaries. We informed the
Israeli Government of our first direct contact shortly after it took place,']

Q: Is the senior officer left in charge of our Embassy in Beirut
authorized to have contacts with the PLO? If so, for any
political discussions ?

A: The contacts are being conducted at the level of the security officer
on matters strictly related to security. There is no authorization
for other level of contacts or for discussion on matters other than

the security of our personnel.. Our position with respect to the PLO

on the fundamental issues of the Arab-Israeli dispute has not changed.



Press Guidance
October 19, 1976

AGREEMENT ON LEBANON

What do you think of the plans for a 30, 000-man Arab League
peacekeeping force? Don't we oppose outside military intervention?

Look, we have been over our position opposing outside military
intervention on many occasions. The situation in Lebanon is
very complex and I don't believe it is appropriate for me to
comment on this new proposal which is one for the parties
involved torwork out and whose details are not clear. Our main
hope is that the agreement brings about a peaceful settlement

and thus leads to an end of outside military intervention.



Press Guidance
October 19, 1976

AGREEMENT ON LEBANON

What is the President's reaction to the agreement on Lebanon
in Riyadh?

Although we are not fully familiar with all the details of the
accord, I can assure you that the United States genuinely
welcomes the efforts made in Riyadh as a significant new

element of hope for resolution of the Lebanese tragedy.

The United States has consisterly supported efforts to bring
about an end to the fighting and to promote a peaceful negotiated
settlement preserving Lebanon's independence, territorial
integrity and national unity. We strongly hope that this new
development will end the divisiveness and bloodshed which

have plagued that country for so many months.



December 16, 1976

OPEC MEETING

Does the President have any comment on the departure of the
Saudi Arabian Oil Minister Yamani from the OPEC Conference
in Doha?

I do not think I am going to comment on the day-to-day developments

of this conference.

MIA REPORT

Does the President have any comment on the report released yesterday
by the House Select Committee on Missing Persons in Southeast Asia?

I have nothing for you on that at this time. Copies of the report, which
was only released yesterday, have been received and its conclusions
and recommendations on the MIA question will be studied carefully.
[The President's policy has been that the United States is pledged to

the fullest possible accounting of our MIA's]
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LEBANESE ENVOY
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Will anyone at the White House be meeting with the Lebanese Envoy,
Ghassan Tueni, who is in the United States to discuss reconstruction
aid for Lebanon.

I do not believe Mr. Tueni's schedule, which is being coordinated by
the State Department, has been fully finalized so as yet I do not know
whether he will be seeing anyone here. I do know, however, that he

met with Under Secretary Habib and Assistant Secretary Atherton over

at State yesterday and will be seeing Secretary Kissinger today.





