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MR CLARK: Governor Connally, welcome back to
ISSUES AND ANSWI'"S.
MR. CONNAI..Y: Thank you, Bob.
MR CLARK{' Some Republicans in Congress, including
apparently some who are worried about losing their own

seats, are warning it will be a disaster for the Party
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if President Ford picks you as his running mate. Woul.d
you like to respond to that before we go on to other
questions?

MR. CONNALLY: Well. I think I probably should, :ob.
Who knows? 1T certainly can't say what impact I would
have on the ticket. All I can tell you is that I am not
a candidate for Vice President, I am perfectly hapoy
where I am. I have not done anything to seek the Vice
Presidency, 1 am not going to do anything to seek it. I
am somewhat bemused by these particular Members of Congress,
though, and I must say not only bemused but a little bit
offended by Congressman Railsback and Congressman Findley
and Congressman Cohen. They went out of their way, it
seems to me, in both appearances on televisior and
by letter, to try to insinuate, to infer that they knew
something about me that hadn't been disclosed, that tley were
going down to see the President and tell him all about it.

Frankly, if they know anything I wish they'd tell it.
I wish they'd tell it to the world. I wish they would
have a press conference.

You know these men are constantly raising the
question of Watergate and I think we ought to deal with
the facts in this campaign. I hope we will. And the
first fact we ought to establish is that I had no part in

Watergate. 1 was a part of the Milk Fund problem, zs you



well know but that was not a part of Watergate. 1 was out
of the country when Watergate occurred. I have not been in
the government since that time. And for these fellows to
infer that I was, it seems to me, is doing nothing but
frankly hurting the Republican Party.

You know the RFC are famous initials in America.
They used to stand for the Reconstruction Finance Corpora-
tion but I really think we ought to give it a new meaning:
Railsback, Findley and Cohen. RFC. That ought to be
probably known as Republicans for Cannibalism. This is the
attitude that these men have taken.

MR. CLARK: Governor, I know you this week can blame
the liberals in Congress including those you just named.
I would remind you that the Chairman of the House Republi-
can Caucus, John Anderson, is one of those who has publicly
said your unowlnation would be a disaster. Senator Robert
Griffin who will be the President's floor manager at
Kansss City said he is concerned about the political risk
He thinks there are plusses and minuses that need to be
examined.

Doesn't that cut across a rather broad spectrum of the
Parcy?

MR. CONNALLY: 1 think it basically has been just as

I have characterised it. I think it has been a few

liberals, a handful, basically sponsors of the Rippon



Society who started this, who ecarrvied it on, who cbviously
have orchestrated it and it is those I am talking about.

MR. CLARK: You are not calling John Anderson and
Charlie Griffin liberals?

MR. CONNALLY: o, I am not talking about those twn.
And as I recall what fenator Criffin said was that I had
plusses and minuses and my background chould be losked into
and I think it should.

Frankly, I think the Presidentc ought te look into
every potential Vice Presidencial candlaale's background,
everything about him and I c2riainly want him to do that
with respect to me. 1f thers i3 anyibhling that zay of them
can find that is in any sense devogatory or thac would be
damaging, that is fine. Then just don't pick me aud T will
be perfectly happy. But I will say this, with respect:
to the Republicans for Canribaliss, Mr. Railsback, Findley
and Cohen, I will be glad to compare my political recoxd
with theirs, I will be glad to divulge all of my politisal
contributions. The last time I ran for public office
as Governor of Texas, if thev will dc theirs. If they will
name every person who contributed to them, the amount
they contributed in their last clection, varticularly
Congressman Cohen, I will be delighted to compare records

with him.

MR. JARRIEL: Governor, Congressman Colier mentioned



o us specifically in a news conference outside the White
House the other day a taped conversation between you and
former President Nixon on March 23, 1971. He said this

was a three minute conversation that he wanted the President
to hear and after he heard it he did not think you would

be put on the ticket. Do you recall that conversation and
exactly what was said?

MR. CONNALLY: Here again, here is what I am talking
about, Tom. They infer th=t this is a secret mysterious
tape that was not available to the fouse Judiciary
Committee on which they szt in the Impeachment hearings.
This two minute tape. There is no secret tape. This tape
was used in my trial, it was available, it was heard, it
was produced. The jurors sat there, they heard it not once
but twice, they sat there with earphones on, they listened
to it. It is a very bad tape. I testified about what
that conversation was during those two minutes. I was
under cross examination and direct examination. I testified
for thirty-five minutes about that tape. There is nothing
secret about the tape. I would be delighted for you to
play it on this program and I would be delighted for
you play the long tape on this program where we were talking
about milk price supports.

MR. CLARK: Let me be sure what we are talking about

and then I will turn it back to you, Tom, but let me cite



what is allegedly in that tape. The tape is barely
audible but at your bribery trial where you were aquitted,
as‘you know, the prosecution produced this tramseript.
They produced the tape -~

MR. CONNALLY: Not a tramscript. They produced their
interpretation of what they wanted it to say.

MR. CLARK: 1I believe, Governor, a transcript was
produced in the private chamber of the judge.

MR. CONNALLY: Not transcript, no.

MR. CLARK: Then accounts vary because there are -

MR. CONNALLY: This is what the prousecutor said the
tape said.

MR. CLARK: That is right. That is where the disagree-
ment comes.

MR. CONNALLY: That is correct.

MR. CLARK: Let me read to you what the prosecutor
said the tape said, and this is after the conversation
about the increasing dairly price supports:

"The President: They are tough political

operators. This is a cold political cdeal.
"Comnally: It is on my honor to make

sure there is a very substantial allocation

of oil in Texas that will be at your discretion.
"The President: Fine."

MR. CONNALLY: Now let me respond to that. You



read that as if that was a continuous sentence. Have vou
listened to the tape?

MR. CLARK: No, I have not.

MR. CONNALLY: I have. I listened to it repeatedly
Those are not continuous sentences, those are words. 1If
you look at even what the prosecutor said, those words are
disjointed words. They don't necessarily read like that at
all. They don't sound like that at all. They interpret what
was said as "oil and taxes."

The truth of the matter ‘s, I went into the oval
office with the President during the long <iscusecion
that we had about milk price supports. We had agreed th:at
before any anncuncement was macde thet the President and
members of his cabinet would contact various Democratic
leaders on the Hill. Because the Democrats, frankly, were
the ones who were primarily interested in increasing price
supports. Senator HMondale, for instance, had written a letter
insisting that the price supports be increased to 100 per cent.
Every leader in both houses of the Congress were for
price supports. Humphrey, Carl Albert, every one of them.
Wilbur Mills was the primary mover in it. So what the
President said was, "Go and try to get some credit with these
Congressmen. If we are going to do this, let’s try to get
some credit with them because they are --"

MR. CLARK (interposing): Governor, I hate toc interrupt.
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Just so we don’'t fight the price support let me go over that again
if I could ask you -~

MR. CONNALLY (interpozing): And then he said to
Secretary Shultz and Mr. Ehrlichman, "You go talk to
Wilbur Mills."

I asked to see him for two minutes after that for
the simple reason -- I said, "Mr. President, you ought not
to ask Secretary Shultz and John Ehrlichman to talk to
Wilbur Mills, you ought to talk tc him. You ought to get
him down here and you can get him committed to help you on
revenue sharing and the princinal concern he has with
respect to revenue sharing is the allocation of taxes."

And the prosecutor iaterpreted what they could hear
as "oil in Texas."

MR. CLARK: Let me ask you this because there is a
conflict over what was in the tape and in a barely audible
tape. The President has asked Leon Jaworski, the Special
Watergate Prosecutor, for any information he might have
about your involvement in Watergate or these allied scandals ~-

MR. CONNALLY: I am delighted. I hope he will ask
everybody.

MR. CLARK: Would you be satisfied to accept Mr.
Jaworskl's judgment as to what is in that paper, if anything?

MR. CONNALLY: I will be happy if they will reveal on the

public record anything that is in thcsé tapes, the Watergate tapes,



I will be delighted.

MR. CLARK: If ifr. Jaworski --

MR. CONNALLY: I don't want to take any one person's
judgment. I want the President to listen to them if he
wants to, or have anybody else he wants to. Let Phil Buchen
listen to them, or take them to Mr. Jaworski. Get his
judgment.

MR. CLARK: I believe the President has assigned Mr.
Buchen but if the judgment came back that there was some
information that might possibly incriminate you, would you
accept that judgment and --

MR, CONNALLY: Not uniess the information was made
public. I don't want any secret incriminations. There is
not anything in the Watergate tapes that will incriminate
me. Nothing at all. If they think there is, I want them
to reveal it publicly.

MR. JARRIEL: One of the other complaints again
from Congressman Cohen is that you convey the image of a
wheeler-dealer politician that he thinks is a very negative
image. After Watergate regardless of involvement or non-
involvement there. Do you deny that you do convey this
impression?

MR. CONNALLY: Yes, Sure. Well, I don't know. I
doq‘t know whether I do or not. I don't know what one is.

What is a wheeler-dealer?
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MR. JARRIEL: Well, zaybe a2 wheeler-dealer politician
is someone who sits on the fence during the Texas primary
and then when Ronald Reagan names his Vice President he
races to Washington to endorse Gerzld Ford.

MR. CONNALLY: I don't think anyone can accuse me
of -- whatever else you might accuse me of, I don't
really think you can accuse me of being afraid to take a
stand.

No, 1 sat out the primaries -- let me go back. I
talked to President Ford last July, of 1975. I didn't
hear from him again until April the first, approximately
April first, 1976. I talked to Governor Reagan last July,
in 1975, and he called me to tell me he was going to
announce last £fall but I didn't hear from him until April
when both of them called me and asked me to help thiem in
the Texas primary. But in the meantime I had gotten
committed to doing other things and I had reason that this
was going tc be a brutal battle, I had said so all fall
and spring on television and radio and elsewhere arcund
the country and I thought that some of us ought to maintain
some neutrality between the two, hopefully to put the
pleces back together when it was all over and one or the
other had won this contest. That is why I was sitting it
out. Not because I was afraid to choose sides. I have never

been afraid to make a decision.
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MR. CLARK: And would you ask ~- this is a question,
too, that relateé to what might be in that tapes, those
tapes. If you found that you had become , either because
of the tapes or because of zome political controversy
swirling about you and the tapes, if you concluded that
you had become a liability to the Party, would you ask Mr.
Ford not to name you as his running mate?

MR. CONNALLY: Os, sure. Sure. Absolutely. As a
matter of fact the only conversation the President and I
have had about the Vice Presidency is that we have talked
generally about what type of campaign -- and this has been
a very cursory conversation -- what t pe of a campaign should
be run. And I told him that I had no advice to give him
about a vice president or = running mate but I thaught
he ought to pick the best man that was available to him
in the Party to run with him. The ons who could hopefully
contribute the most to his election in the fall and to
his service in the next administration. And beyond that I
had no recommendations. We did not discuss individuals. I
have no earthly idea what he has in his mind and I said
tc him, "I have done absolutely nothing to try to bring
my name to your attention. I will not do so. I have
actually discouraged others from doing so."” And that is the

position I am in.

As a matter of fact, Bob -~ and I can’t convince you
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of this -~ I have said it before but I don't think you
will believe me because you think I am motivated beyond
the point that I am but I think it is highly questionatle
that I would accept the Vice Presidency if it was offered
to me.

(Announcements.)

MR. JARRIEL: Governor, a moment ago you said it is
highly questionable you would accept the Humber Two place
on the Ford ticket. Why?

MR. CONNALLY: Well, simply that I would like to
talk to the President, I don't want to elaborate on it too
much at this particular peint in time but I don't think it
serves any real purpose, now, but I would iike to have an
opportunity to talk to the President at great length at some
time whether I am on the ticket or off the ticket, about his
campaign, about the strategy, about the people, about the
policies that are going to be followed. Frankly, I haves
felt all spring that the President has not been well serwed
by some of the judgments made by people who have been running
his campaign. And I am not critical of aay individual be-
cause I don't even know who has made the decisions very
frankly and nobody I know in the country knows who has been
running the show. But I think we need a whole revitaliza-
tion of the election -- of his reelection committee, of the

National Committee. I think we need more aggressive,
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articulate treatment of his record. He has a superb record.
The President has a s perb record. People ~-- If indeed the
people are interested in a man of honor and integrity, un-
questicned trust, they have that in President Ford. No
doubt about that. No one questions that. If they want a
man who has done a superb job in preserving peace in the
world he has done that to the maximum extent that he could.

He has got a marvelous record on econcmic contributions
to this society and lowering the number of unemployed, lower-
ing the rate of inflation, of increasing the economic
expansion, of increasing the number of employed people,
the number of jobs in the country. Everywhere you look the
record is good. sound and superb as a matter of fact but
nobody knows it --

MR. CLARK: We need to interject at that point that the
unemployment figure did go back up to 7.8 this week.

MR. CONNALLY: These things vary week by week but
there is no question the trend is on a downward turn.

MR. JARRIEL: You have also said earlier in the
program that you would step aside and take yourself out of
consideration as a vice presidential possibility.

MR. CONNALLY: You all speculate on it. I have done
nothing to add to that speculation.

MR. JARRIEL: Could you remcve yourself from

speculation to this point: if you concluded that all of

the controversy swirling around you as a personality --
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MR. CONNALLY (‘nterposing): Oh no, I wouldn't

\

put it on the basis of personazlity.
a MR. JARRIEL (continuing): ~- might hurt the President
or hurt cthe chances Ior victory in November?

MR. CONNALLY: Tom, let me say this to you. I don'tc
make that assumption. Mayhbke that is true. Obviously I anm
not a concensus candidate for anything. 1I agree with
that. But Zrankly, I don't want to be. If vou set out to
please everybody, you please no one because that means you
have never done anything much, yvou have never made any de-
cisions and T am not that type of person. I have been an
activist, I am an activist. Now I can't believe that i
displease all that many Republicans. 7T don't find it when
I go around the country. I was in Detroit last night, I
was in Cleveland the night before, or i should say last
week. I have been all over this country from New Hampshire and
and Vermont to California. 1In every fund-raising affair that
I have attended, and I have attended many. I think I have
attended more state conventions than either Governor Reagan
or President Ford and I don't find all this feeling that I
would be a tragedy. I get asked there, I get a tremendous
reception there when I mail out a letter to raise fundg
for the Republican Party. There is a greater response to
it than has ever been in any single letter mailed by any

person in the history of the GOP



MR. CLARK: Could it be, Governo:., tha: ycu are
widely regarxded by Republicans and particularly those cam-~
paigning for reelection, as 2 great fund raiser, but they

\ still think you would be & drag on the ticket?

MR. CCNNALLY: No, I don't believe that, elther. I
think they feel that -- they believe in what I believe and I
believe in what they believe. That I try to articulate the
principles and the ideals of the Republican Party as
being the best hope for the preservation and the continuity
of this free enterprize system as we kuow it in America and
that is what this campaign is alil about. 1I: is not a
campaign of personalities. It ought to be a campaign of
issues: who can do the best iob for the country.

MR. CLARK: Governor if we can talk with you a little
bit more about who President Foxrd might pick as his running
mate if you don't get that tap on the shoulder, do you
think, for instance, that he should pick a counservative
who could help draw votes away from Jimmy Carter in the South
or vhat are your views?

MR. COWNNALLY: I really think that has been over-worked
and over done and I don't think it ie all that important
very frankly. 1 think this business of balancing the
ticket is passe. I think the President needs to pick someone
in whom the American people have confidence in their ability

to be Vice Piesident and confidence in their ability to

L4 T T
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succeed to the Presidency if unfortunately something should
happen to the President.

MR. CLARK: You really don't care whether it bz from
the conservative or the liberal wing of the party.

MR. CONNALLY: I really don't. I think it doesn't
make that much difference. I think he has to pick someone
whose views are consistent with the views of the majority
of the people of the country. Obviougly he can't go
overboard in picking an extremist to run with him and
help him. But in my view the majority of the people in
this country are moderate and centerist in their political
philosophy and this is a group the Republicans do
appeal appeal to, should appeal to and will appeal to if
they have a chance to. Sc I jvst don't think that we
ought to lay down a lot of guidelines about what section of
the courtry and all this bugsiness. I think that has been
grossly overdone.

MR. JARRIEL: Let's go back just a moment to what has
happened since your name has been prominently aentioned
this past week in speculation for Vice President. One
thing that has happened, you have had congressmen come out
and revive the Watergate spector, justified or not.

You have had Senator Tower in a White House meeting saying
the vultures circling overhead are going to tear up the

Party and lead it to defeat. You have had Ronald
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Reagan pick up six delegates in the North-East and I am not
sure that is related to you as a particular issue but
certainly Reagan is still alive and is not out of the
picture, yet. I go back to this question: Would it not
be better for the President to make a decision now on his
Vice President and let the country know about it or would
it not be better if you said you would not accept the nomina-~
tion?

MR. CONNALLY: You have asked two questions. In the
first, I would certainly advise the President -- 1 gather
he doesn't need any advice on the subject -~ according to
Ron Nessen he has made the decision that he is not going to
pick his Vice President until after he is nominated and
with that I wholeheartedly concur, I think it would be a
terrible mistake if he did otherwise. And number two I
am not about to take myself out of -~ now his treatment of
me 1s a very simple one. If he doesn't think I can
contribute something to his election and the Republican
Party he just doesn't recommend me to the convention, that
is all. It is just that simple. I am not a candidate for it
He is not going to hurt my feelings.

MR. CLARK: Would you agree, Governor Connally, that
the Reagan surprise strategy, the bold gamble, so called,in
picging Senator Schweiker, has succeeded at least for the

moment in stalling the Ford bandwagon?
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MR. CONNALLY: Who can say what would have happened
if he hadn't donme that. It was fairly well a battle down
to the end anyway it appeared to me but I frankly don't
think that Governor Reagan's pick of Senator Schweiker
was all that helpful to him.

MR. CLARK: Would you be offended in your own political
philosophy if President Ford went that far to the left in
the Party to pick his rumning mate?

MR. CONNALLY: I wouldn't be offended, I would be
disappointed because I think he would be making a mistake.

MR. CLARK: You have said here it doesn't make any
real difference whether his running mate be a liberal or
conservative. Somewhere out there is there a line between
centerist and ~--

MR. CONNALLY {interposing): Yes, and I said provided
he doesn't go to the extremes and I think Governor Reagan
went to the extremes. He picked a candidate here who has
as liberal a voting record as Walter Mondale and that is
just what Govermnor Carter did. Mondale has as liberal a
voting record as there is in the Senate of the United States.
Senator Schweiker has a one hundred per cent rating of
the AFL-CI0O for the last three years hand running, one
hundred per cent in '73, one hundred per cent in '74, one
hundred per cent in '75. He has an 89 per cent rating of
the ADA compared to about 91 for Senator Mondale. You

know, they could be legislative twins.
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MR. CLARK: What do you think of the basic philosophy
enunciated by Mr. Reagan as he announced his selection of
Schweiker, that the Republicans have to build a winning
coalition by some how bridging this gap between the
moderate or liberal and conservative wings of the party?

MR. CONNALLY: I think there is a lot to that. 1If
you properly define, I guess, the stretch of how you define
Liberal and Conservative. Now to assume the Republicans
are going o be able to out-liberalize the Democrats is
ridiculous. You are not going to go over and take the
liberal Democratic votes away from them. Because frankly
the Democrats have gone way to the left. And this is one
of the problems that Governor Carter is going to have.
Because, you know, we presently see President Ford and
Governor Reagan running againsi each other but that is
going to end here in the convention. Governor
Carter has the insoluable problem. He ran all spring as a
conservative against Washington, against big government,
big spending, big deficits and so forth. Now he has embraced
Walter Mondale, he has embraced the Democratic platform.

Now he is going to have to run all fall against his own record
in his own campaign in the spring. So he is going to have a
terrible time in my judgment.

MR. JARRIEL: Geovernor, back in 1960 a newspaper

reporter writing a profile on yuu said, "His associates



class him as a conservative in style and dress and in
speech until he gets on the political floor and then he is
a fighter."

The question goes to this. 1If you reach Kansas City
and it goes to several ballots and neither Mr. Ford ox
Reagan sews up the nomination and it should be open for
grabs, would you vun away from it or would you fight for it?

MR. CONNALLY: I haven't even thought about that. Tom,
that is just not going to happen. That is so highly specu-
lative I haven't even thought about it and wouldn't even
consider it.

MR. CLARK: Let me ask you one final question: 1f
President Ford preliminary to picking you as a running
mate sort of looked you in the eye and said, '"Is there
anything in your service in the Nixon administration that
could possibly come back to haunt us in the Presidential
campaign,' what would you say?

MR. CONNALLY: My answer would be No.

MR. CLARK: Governor, on that clear and umequivocal
answer we are out of time.

Thank you very much for being with us on ISSUES AND

ANSWERS.
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MR. MONROE: Our guest on the first half tour of
this special edition of MEET THE PRESS i: John Seais,
Director of Ronald Reagan's Presidential campaign. 1o half
an hour from now we will question Vice President Rockefeller.

In 1967, then s 27-yzar old lawyer, .ohn Sears bLe-
came Executive Director of the Nixon for President Coruiticze.
He later joined the Nixon White House staff but quit afrter
one year. He is now chief strategist of a nomination cam-
paign that has kept & Republican President off balance.

It was Mr. Sears' idea to choose Senato: Richard
Schweiker as Governor Reagan's runningmate.

We will have the first questions now from Lawrcuce
E. Spivak of NBC News.

MR. SPIVAK: Mr. Sears, according ¢ this norning's
Kansas City Star, you are sticking to your cianim that Governor
Reagan has 1140 delegates, 10 more than he needs to win the
nomination.

If that is so, why have you heen puiting up such a
fight to amend the rules, that President Ford would be forced
to name his runningmate before a President is picked?

MR. SEARS: Well, there are two reasons for that,
Mr. Spivak. No. 1, what I have always said, and we will
find out the truth of this on Wednesday night, is that we
would have at least 1140 votes on the first ballot at the
Republican National Convention.

One of the difficulties about this race is the per-
ception of it. We are running against an ncumbent inside
our own party. Never in history has there been & race quite
of this kind. What that means is thac there are a number of
delegates who until the very bitter end are not very anxious
to indicate to the public at large exactly where their senti-
ments are, and I think if there is a test vote on the Floor
that perhaps everyone will be able to see at that point what
our true strength is.

MR. SPIVAK: The charge is being widely made that
strategy and not political principle was the basis for the
Schweiker selection and for your fight to amend the rules.
Now, what useful purpose is that serving the party?
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MR. SEARS: Well, I have heard that charge many times
before. I would like to respond to it. Obviously either
people are saying we didn't know anything zbout the
Pennsylvania Republican party, and I would hope people wouldn’t
think that, when they say we picked Mr. Schweiker in zn
attempt to get a large number of delegates from the State of
Pennsylvania.

We do not feel that Mr. Schweiker, not being in the
hierarchy of the organization in Pennsylvania, was in a
position to deliver large numbers of delegates there. Indeed,
as he has well zaid during the discussions we had relative to
the vice presidency, we never discussed delegates, and that
is the absolute truth.

We thought and we still think, and we think it is the
absolute truth, that Mr. Schweiker, coupled with Mr. Reagan,
gives the Republican party the best chance it has to win in
the fall because Mr. Schweiker compliments Mr. Reagan's
candidacy quite well.

There is no reason to go and get nominated unless you can
win in the fall and Mr. Schweiker, teamed with Mcr. Reagan,
we thought would present the convention as well with a ticket
that both could unite the party and that people would see would
do well in the fall, and that is precisely what we are doing.

As regards Rule 16(c) --

MR. MONROE: Would you explain Rule 16(¢), Mr Sears?

MR. SEARS: Rule 16 (c), which we have proposed, would
call for all persons whose names are to be placed in nomination
to inform the convention by 9:00 a.m., on the day of the
presidential ballotting exactly who their choice would be as a
runningmate.

Now, the Republican party, in 1972, pursuant to Rule
29, set up a committee to study reforms of the vice presiden-
tial nomination process. That has supposedly been in motion
for four years. There was enough debate and controversy
about the former process that it was felt even in 1972 that we
should have some reform. W2 would not be suggesting this rule
amendment or change unless we were prepared as we are doing
to press it for 1980 as well as this convention.

It is our feeling that this rule should be implemented
at this time because the vast majority of the delegates feel it
is their privilege and their right to know who Mr. Ford's
runningmate would be. But actually that has nothing to do
with the fact that this is 2z very good rule.

MR. SPIVAK: I don't thinkyou are quite responding to
the question I am trying to gt answered. It is being said that
having made the mistake of picking Senator Schweiker you are
now trying to get President Ford into making a similar mistake.

MR. SEARS: Weli, we certainly don't feel --

MR. SPIVAK: Isn't that a matter simply of strategy and
not a matter of principle?



4

MR. SEARS: We don't feel our selection of Mr. S*hw iker
has been a mistake and we don't think that our suggestion of this
rule is a mistake either. I think if one is to take the
position that it is a problem for Mr. Ford tc tell thez con-
vention on Wedpesday who he is going to select, then one must
concede that it would be a worse problem after the d(clegates
could do nothing gbout it, to tell them on Thursday, so wez
don't see this is trying to get Mr. Ford in any particulax
difficulty.

He will have more difficulty if he were the uomince,
given the past history of debate inour party anyway cver these
selections, if he has to tell the convention on Thursdav and
send everybody home quite upset with him.

(Announccments)

* % % % %

MR. BOYARSKY: Mr. Sears, you have made such sn issue
out of Rule 16(c) this past week and this morning it was
defeated in the Convention Rules Committee by a slizhtly better
margin than the Ford forces had hoped. 1If you lose it on the
convention floor, isn't it all over for you?

MR. MONROE: Let's say once again this is the rule to
require President Ford to name his runningmate in advance.

MR. SEARS: Well, it was not our expectation to win
this particular rule in the Rules Committee. As has been
our history in this endeavor, our strength in the primary
states, for instance, existed in the grass roots. Here in
this context it exists on the floor of the convention.

We do feel that the majority of the delegates by far are
very anxious to know who Mr. Ford would select as a running uate
before they make their decision on the presidential nominatior,
and we think that as we look through tomorrow andinto the
next day at that I think most of you will see that.

In regard to whether defeat on this particular item would
spell the end of our candidacy or not, the perception that
many people have from reading the newspapers and other accounts
is that at the moment Mr. Ford is within 10, 12, 20 delegates
of being nominated, and that we are about 100 short, so we,
of course, disagree with that analysis, but if we had even a
narrower vote on a rule on the floor, I think it would change
some perceptions as to what the true facts were in regard
to the closeness of this race
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MR. BOYARSKY: ALl through last wzek the Ford people
have given state by state counts of their d=legates, something
you have refused to do. WNow this morning we had for the
first time in that cormittee, we had sort of a test of
strength of the two sides. 1If it goes to the Convencion
floor, this Vice Presidential disclosure rule, tha* will b:
another test, and that will be another sign of the civengin
of the two sides. 8So if you lose that, where is your
strength? What evidence do we have of those 1140 wvotes?

MR. SEARS: Well, obviously as I said just = noment
ago we would expect to do best on the fioor of the Conven-
tion. It was not our feeling that we would win in the Rulec
Committee. In fact, had we done that, it might have Leen =
little more difficult for us to be sure that it might 20
to the floor of the Convention.

MR. WILL: Mr. Sears, just to polish this off, in
response to Mr. Spivak what you said was: 1If there is
a test vote on the floor, people will be able to scze what
your strength is.

Is it fair to say that if you don't win on, say,

a platform issue such as the Panama Canal or a proczedural
issue such as 16(c¢) it will be reasonable to infer

that you do not have the strength to nominate a Presidential
candidate?

MR. SEARS: Well, there can be no doubt that as votes
are taken on the floor of the Convention they obviously
relate to peoples' attitudes about the vote on the nomination
ballot. Obviously if you lose a bunch of them on the floor
that reflects badly in terms of peoples’ belief that you can
win the nomination. Of course, the reverse is true, as well.

MR. WILL: 1Is that a yes, though, that if
you don't win either of those two that you will lose the
nomination?

MR. SEARS: I am not restrictinguyself, Mr. Will,
to those two or any two, or anything whatsoever in particu-
lar. I was just commenting in regard to your indication that
test votes are indeed taken as indication of strength on
the nomination, and that is true.

MR. WILL: Mr. Sears, most Reagan supporters of
course are conservatives. Why do they care so much about
who it is that President Ford picks as his runningueate)
given that it is virtually certain his rumningmate will
be more conservative than Ronald Reagan's runningmate?

MR. SEARS: I don't know that that is certain at
all, No. 1. We are confronted at the moment with a list
that runs as long as 15 names, many of whom I don't know
are more conservative than our runningmate.

) No. 2, I don't think the problem here resides so
much with the Reagan delegates. They are quite intexested to



know who Mr. Ford would select, that is true, but of course
they are Reagan supporters, and therefore they are not gquite
as interested, I don't think, as many of the Ford supporters
MR. ROWAN: Deoesn't it boill down to this, Mr. Ses
that you hope to foree Mr. Ford to say "I am going to pick
Nel=oh Rockefeller," or something like that, and scare oif

some of hi:z delegates?

MR. SEARS: Well, I know actually in terms of the
name that vyou mentioned, I think Mr. Ford at the time that he
did it orizinally made a very good choice in Mr. Rockefeller
He received some criticlsm for it, but 1 think it was a very
good choice. I am not hoping that Mr. Ford will scleec: Mr.
Rockefeller. I am not really hoping that he will select any-
body in particular

I think that whoever he selects will give some axtra
dimensions to his own iicn i ificarion inside the party, aud we
will see what that turns out to be ' :

MR. ROWAN: Mr. Sears, a lot ¢f people cut there ara
still asking questions ebout the "why" of this extraordinary
effort to deny the nomination to 2 sicting President. 1Is
this juet an ideological matter? 1Is it that you think Mr
Ford is = bad leader, or that you simply want tc move the
country further right on things like detente, China policy,
Panama Canal and =o forth?

MR, SEARS: Vell, I don't know that I can respond in
the fashion that the question was asked. Our simple belief
has always been that Ronaid Reagan would be the best man in
our party to be President of the United States, and that Mr
Ford, even though he is in the office, was never selected
by this party to be in this office, and therefore, whatever
happened, it was necessary and good and constiuctive to
test his nomination

Je have done that. I don't think there is anything
sacrosanci, and there shouldn't be in our pclitics, about
testing a man who is in the office. I think perhaps if it
were done more often Presidents might pay more attention to
their parties and more attention to the public in general

MR. MONROE: Mr. Sears, do you accept as a fact that
if Governor Reagan wins the nomination there will be a serious
fight on the Convention flcor against Senator Schweiker as
his runningmate?

MR. SEARS: Oh, I don't expect that at all. Ob-
viously what -~ one of the things we have pointed out about
changing the process by which Vice Presidents are selected has
been the fact that really the day after the nomination ballot
for the Presidential candidate, the Convention has no practical
recourse. It would not be thinkable, really, to stand thera
and have a majority of the delegates to the Convention reject
their Presidential nominee's first actual decision by selecting
somebody other than what he wanted, and that is the trouble with
the prescnt systemn.



MR. MONROE: Why do you say that President Ford should
announce his Vice Presidential choice in advance to allow the
Convention to have an imprint on the choice, when you are say-
ing that the Convention ought to swallow Senator Schweiker in
case Governor Reagan i: nominated?

MR. SEARS: I am not saying they should swallow any-
thing. I am just pointing out the practical aspect of the sup-
posed right they have to reject nominees. Our rule doesn't
change the ability of the Convention to reject anything. I am
just saying that it never happens. Now obviously since there
has been in the past and there is this year a great deal of
controversy over the manner in which Vice Pregidents are se-
lected, it is our view, and we think it is shared by the Conven-
tion, that the very least a Presidential candidate can do is
share this particular thought with the Convention before they
ballot on the nomination itself.

MR. MONROE: But you are saying the Convention, in
order not to weaken the Presidential candidate, should accept
the nominee's choice as Vice Presidential runningmate

MR. SEARS: I am not offering on whether they should
or shouldn't. I am just saying as a practical matter not enough
people are going to embarrass their Presidential nominee who
they just selected the night before by going against his choice
That is the practicality of it.

MR. SPIVAK: 1 hate to keep on this subject, but it is
a matter of some importance because it is a question of, as I
said, principle, or gimmick. Haven't.the delegatsthe power to
select or reject a Vice Presidential candidate now, regardless
of what you said about what they would or wouldn't do. These
are extraordinary times. They have that power now, haven't
they?

MR. SEARS: And our rule does not change that power

MR. SPIVAK: As I said, why then do you want to force
him to announce ahead of time, if they have the power to re-
ject anybody he might nominate, and to reject your own candidate?

MR. SEARS: Well, it is our particular feeling, and
this is why so many people in our own party -~ and this has come
up a great deal in the Democratic party as well -- have felt
that the present system is inadequate. Even though they have
that naked right, it is not practical to expect that a party
would embarrass their Presidential nominee by the very next day
after they nominated him rejecting his choice as Vice Presi-
dent. How could the ticket have any credibility for the party
under those circumstances.

Now, what we are only saying is that so that the party
can have the full picture -- and this includes all the people
in the country who are going to have to be running under this
ticket, are going to have to run with it -- why can't the party
be given a view before it makes the ultimate decision on: the
Presidential nominee, so that it can endorse the whole ticket?



MR. SPIVAK: Mr. Sears, the conservative and influential
Chicago Tribune has just endorsed President Ford, and in that
endorsement it said, "In the last two weeks Covernor Reagan's
designation of the uibaral Senator Richard Qr%we’kev ag
runningmate and the slick pre-convention maneuvering of its
aides do not square with the Mr, Iutegrity iwmage he has held s
guccessfully. ¥

" Now, isn't that an ominous sign that your game may be up?

MR. SEARS: I would take great difference of opi:;;
with those in this country or anywhere else who feel that in
any way integrity is involved with narrov-mindedness about cne's
views and the reluctance to accept the views cther than one's
own.

If we are zoing to run this couatry on that kiad of a
basis, then politics has little ‘uture here and the country
in terms of it ever beceming united again in a “ull society,
has very 1itrle future.

Now, I don't particularly care myself what anvbody has
to say aboub what we have done or 1 have done or 'n*nhing else
I do think that oae thing that should be understood about this

particuiar choice is thaf nobody h.s sald, since we made it,
that this particular choice of 2z viece presidential candidate
will do anything but unite rhe party and we thirk thac it will
Just in our own little way, we think this can telp unite ihe
country.

MR. BOYARSKY: Mr.Sears, if President Ford wins the
nomination and throws cihe choice of his runningmate over
to the convention and they choosc Ronald Reagan, do you think
thac Ronald Reagan would then accept a draft from the convention?

MR. SEARS: Under no circumstances.

MR. BOYAUSKY: Even if the convention put it to him as a
public du LY?

MR. SEARS: Absolutely not.

MR. MCNROE: Can you guarantee that?

MR. SEARS: Yes, I can.

MR. WILL: Senator James Buckley of New York says that
people who have been asking him for permission to put his name
into nomination are from the Reagan camp, but not acting on
behalf of the Reagan camp. But, realistically it would be
hard for him to get the necessary support in five delegations
to get nomiratel withouc the collaboration of Reagan supporters
Do you want Senator Buckley's name placed in nomination?

MR. SEARS: We have taken no part whatsoever in anything
that Mr. Buckley has been doing or not doing. We have taken no
position on whether he should or he shouldn't. We have not
talked to him previously about his chance to or to not do
whatever he is doing.

As 1 understood this morning, it is expected that sometime
today he will make some further statement to clarify exactly

what his intentions are and I might say to you that proof of
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fE. RO d Mr Reazan will not take the
vice presidential neminatio if Mr. Ford wins, 7o yeu think
Mr. Reagan will campaign v::;»h zzrtedly for him?

MR, SEARS: Mr. Reagan has always said that he will
support the ricket, whatever that ticket is. Ve would expeet
the same kind of treatment if we are to win. Mr. Reagan will
campaign for the ticket in the fall. He will do evervything
he can to w: % the Republicans wvietorious this vear

We rtainly expact the same would be true on the othex
side und we know of nothing right now that would keep that
from nappening.

MR. ROWAN: Do you take seviously the ralk of :
possible walkout of some consevvatives and the start-up of a
third party 1if Mr. Ford wins?

MR. SEARS: Oh, it is not a matter of whether I take
thos« things serlously or not I will say thic, ‘lﬁt a4 year
ago or a little over that, before we started thic elfozrt,
there was a pfuat deal more talk about that than Lhere is now
I really dor't think, and I never have felt that there is any
possibilicy of a third party really having any bearcing on this
election one way or another, and we certainly would not
support on= if one deve" ped.

MR, ROWAN: I =sled this because even some Republicans
are saying that this big Zight between Mr. Reagan and Mr.

Ford may wind up decstroying the Republican party. Do you
hold any such fearz?

MR. CEARS: I really don't. This is a much different
gituation from the instancs which it is usually compared with
and that is 1964. The dispute here rezlly comes down te a
matter that is appropriate for a political party and that is
which candidate will win in the fzll, and whether in reference
to rthat one can remove from the office of President someorne
who is sitting there and run a better candidate. We happen
to believe that you certainly can and shoulid. There are some
others that don't. We have not had the kind of situation that
developed in 1964 in this race and I don't think we will

MR. MONROE: Mr. Sears, for many months wmost,

1 am sure 211 of the major television interview progzrams have

Fy

(’\L




10

invited Governor Reagan to appear on their prozrams to
participate in question and answer sessions like thics one.
He has declined those invitations for many months. Why not
appear?

MR. SEARS: Well, I am not sure how many months that
has been. What our feeling on that has always been is that we
would appear on such programs with about the same frequency
that Mr. Ford did. That is not a strategic problem. That is
just a practical thing. If you are running for President,
you should run for President and run against whoever you are
running against and that has been our attitude about it. I
have not noticed that Mr. Ford has appeared at all on any of
these programs.

MR. MONROE: Governor Reagan has sometimes campaigned
and his people have campaigned on his bzhalf as being a more
articulate campaigner than President Ford.

Do you, does Governor Reagan have the fecling he is not
that articulate in spontaneous situations answering newsmen's
questions?

MR. SEARS: Oh, no, we feel that is quite correct,
that he is more articulate than any other man in our party
as a matter of fact. But, as I said earlier, we are running
for the presidency and candidates for the presidency should
do things with the same kind of frequency that their opponents
do.

Now, we have always said, and we still say, although
nobody seems interested, that we wuld be perfectly happy to
have Mr. Ford and Mr. Reagan appear any place really together
and certainly we would be happy to do it at this convention,
but no one has ever been anxious to take us up on that.

MR. SPIVAK: Mr.Sears, after the seéection of Senator
Schweiker, you said two things on television and I quote: '"That
it had bridged the gap between the conservative and liberal
wings of the Republican party' and the other, '"that Governor
Reagan had not changed any position that he had taken pre-
viously."”

Now, just how are you going to bridge the gap between the
conservative and liberal moderate wings of the party if
Governor Reagan sticks to his ultra-conservative positions.

MR. SEARS: I might object to the term “ultra" in there.

Governor Reagan has a record in California. If you will
study that, you will find it is not ultra in any way. My
feeling on all of this -- and I don't really understand any more
why people don't view things like this in this fashion, is that
there is nothing inconsistent about a man who has strong beliefs
in given areas, inviting and wanting to run with or to be identi-
fied with or to associate with someone who agrees on many
points, but disagrees on others. I think that adds to the full-
ness of the ticket politically. I think it would add to the

fullness of the administration afterwards, and I don't see any-
thing inconsistent about it
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MR. SFIVAK: 7 was wondering about bridging the gap.
What, for example, does he offer the liberals rthat might
bridge the gap? Can you mention omne thing?

MR. SEARS: Well, I think one of the probleuns inside
the Republican party ic that it has not had enough access or
even credibility with a number of very large and sfignificant
voter groups to begin with, but also segments of the society.
Now, what we had felt and do fezl about this rarticular ticket
is that ir cssence one of the great taings that Mr. Schweiker
brings to the ticket is that he has credibility, personal
integrity and credibility with a number of segments of the
society that we would like to get a fair hearing from.

It is very difficult in this day and age for some
reason for candidates for office to get 2 fair hearing from
everybody. You are labeled, you are tarred, you are called
things before you ever zct a chance to go before the people.
And in our way, we have hoped that with the selection of Iir.
Schweiker that we could demonstrate to enough segments of the
soclety that we do not fee! have a correct impression perhaps
of Mr. Reagan that we are worth listening to, and these in-
clude members of organizad labor, various ethnic groups, and
various other sezments of the society that the Republican
party has not tried really to address iitself to befowve.

MR. MONROE: We have about a minute and a ha2lf with
Mr. Sears.

MR. BOYARSKY: A lot of couservatives here at this
convention feel that Goverror Reagan has already started bridg-
ing the gap in the wrong way by not speaking up for such
cherished positions as the Panama Canal, by kind of keeping
silent this week. Is that true? 1Is he sort of forgetting
his friends on the right?

MR. SEARS: Well, as I said yesterday, while we are
quite pleased with the way the platform has progres:ed, we are
still studying it, and by tomorrow afternoon we will let you
know what the fruits of that study are.

We have been ezpecially interested in reading some
of the foreign policy zections, and we are in the process of
doing that. But we are quite pleased with the platform as it
stands.

In regards to your question, we do not feel that we --
in regard to the platform -- have been in any way disadvantaged
by its writing in terms of what cur actual positions have
been. We passed out a list yesterday of 15 or 16 instances
where the exact language in the platform really is the exact
language almost of what Mr. Reagan has been saying about
these issues.

MR. BOYARSKY: Panama?

MR. SEARS: As I say, we are examining the platform,
especially in the foreign policy issues, and will let you know
what the results of that are.
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MR. BOYARSKY: The point was that during the fights
over the Ianams Canal at the committee hearings there was no
help from the Reagau side, nor did the Governor speak up
on what w2s a major issue in his campaign in the privariecs

MR. SEARS: The major issue in his compaign in the
primaries that related to Panama was the fact tha: negotia-
tions were being conducted to give away rights we had in the
Panama Canal, when Mr. Foid at the same time was caying under
no circumstances would he give up those rights. It was a
credibility issue more than anything else, and that is what
made it a big issue, because Mr. Reagan had been speaking
of it for many months before that happened.

MR, MONROE: Thank you, Mr. Sears, for being with
us today on MEET THE PRESS.

(ANMOUNCEMEITS)



MR. MONROE: Mr. Pockefeller has held high
Government posts under Democrat” and Republican Presidents.
He was Governor cof New York for four terms. ile van unsuccess-
fully three times for the Republican President’al nomfuation

President Ford appointed him Vice President in 1974,
Last November he announced he did not wish to be congidered
as a runningmate for Pregident Ford this year.

MR. WILL: Mr. Vice "resident, Mr. Sears on ihe
earlier part of the show sz2id that the issue ic who is the
most eleciable candidate. Mr. Ford has only been clected
from the 5Sth district of iiichigan. Ronald Reagan has
carried twice a Democratic state that has one~tenth of cie
American electorate in it¢, and in the primaries he defeated
the President ir ten primaries, recelving 135,000 uore
total voies in the primaries than the President. On the
basis of that, how do you argue that Mr. Ford is more elect-
able?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Because I doen't think
the thesis is correct. You take for instance Wyoming has
one delegate to six Republican voters in the '7z campaign.
In Massachuseits it is 36,000 instead of 6,000 in Wyoming,
so it has no relation to rhe number of voters.

Secondly, I think Mr. Ford, President Ford has run
on his record. To me it is the wost extraordirary record.
We all forgot that two yecars ago this country was torn apart
emotionally, confidence in Government was at an all-time
low, the economy was going downhill, infl:tion, unemplovment;
our position in the world was deteriorating.

Thi: has been reversed by President Ford. Here is
a man with a record. Thi:z record is unique. It is going
down in history. -

I think the American peopie, just as I think the
Convention, are going to want to stay with a good thing
when they have got it.

MR. WILL: The Reagan forces argue that if Mr. Ford
doesn't know yet who his Vice Presidential choice is,
he is being irresponsible, and if he knows and isn't saying,
that must be because he thinks the choice will be offensive
to wavering delegates and wants to surprise them after he
is nominated. What's the matter with that reasoning?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I listened to
the last half hour, and of course to me the whole thing
that came out so clearly was nobody said: If this argument
is valid, then why didn‘t they run before the State conventions
all over the country as a team?

And I have got to say to you that in my opinion if
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they had, 1f Mr. Reagarny “enator Schweiker had run together,
I don't think Reagan wouid be here at this Convention; and
I think the same would Le true for fovernor Carter 1f he
had zun with Senator Mondale around the country, T don't
think he would be the candidate.

So i think the argument has been limited to one
specific moment in time, rather than a conceptial  approach
which if it is sound should be adopted. But hecw do vou conme
up with 2 major shift in American political covcepts and ex-
Pect it to be adopted within a day, 24 hours? Jlecause wveally,
let's face it, it is sort of a "misery loves coupany"
amendment.

( ANNOUNCEMENTS)
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MR. ROWAY: Mr. Vice President, Melvin Laird said he
thinks you are one of the top four people President Ford is
considering selecting as his runningmate. Are mu?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: No

MR. ROWAN: If he oifered it to you, woulid you take the
nomination?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: No, sir, I have vwithdrawn.
I did a year ago.

MR.ROWAN: And under no circumstances would you take it?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEYELLER: That is correct.

MR. ROWAN: Do you think that it is possible that he could
pick Mr. Reagan? You said earlier that you thought that kind
of ticket would be inconceivable. Do you think Mr. Sears
really ruled that out?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I don't know whether he did,
but it is still inconceivable to me.

MR. ROWAN: You also made an earlier statement that you
thought it would help President Ford to be attacked by the
congervatives in the party; that it would help him to win. Do
you still believe that they are helping the President?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I do. I think that is
true and I think if they set up a conservative party nationally
and attacked him this would be a clear indication that he is
not part of this radical right.

MR. LOWAN: So you would like to see Senzator Helms and
some of the others start a third party movement, is that it?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, it may well be that
this move to get Senator Buckley from New York to come in is
part of that situation. In other words, that has got to be, in
my opinion, a way of drawing off delegates from Mr. Reagan
in order to get him to back away from Mr. Schweiker and this
is the start of what you are talking about, in my opinion.

MR. MONROE: Mr. Vice President, when Mr. Rowan asked
whether, as former Defense Secretary Laird has suggested, you
were one of four men as top contenders being considered by
President Ford for vice president, you said flatly no,
that is not the case. How do you know that is not the case?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, I just have an
intuit feeling that it isn't and I think I am closer at this
point tc the President than Mel Laird is.

MR. MONROE: There is a report as of a few days ago
that you have been talking with President Ford about
vice presidential prospects, is that correct?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFFLLER: Well, he has been very
generous during the two years I have had the privilege of
working with him and we have had a totally open relationship
and one that is in my opinion unique in the history of presi-
dential-vice prasidential relationships.

" MR. MONROE: 1Is he likely to name a vice presidential



16

choice who could not be labzled with any justification
either liberal or conservative

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I should thinX thst i: a
real possibility.

MR. MONROE: A primarv possibility?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCCKEFELLER: Beyond that, I -- no,I
couldn't say that. I would have to just say that is what I
would call a likely poscibility.

MR. MONROE: Do you ser,as many people do, articulate-
ness as a prime ingredient necessary in a vice presiiential
candidate to run with President Ford?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCREFELLER: It is useful.

MR. MONROE: 1Is it important in this campaign?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, an articulate
politician always has a certain edge that is very heloful and
I can't imagine the President picking someone as a runningmate
who was uvnable to express himself effectively with the people.

MR. MONROE: John Connzlly is articulate but you have
described him as having had some ascociations that would
create problems. What did you mean by that?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, I feel that John
Connally is one of the abiest people in this country and
that he would bring a tremendous strength in terms of his
campaigning ability and his administrative ability. There are
certain areas of the country wherz he doesn't have as much
strength as he does in others.

MR. MONROE: His asgociations that you are talking about
have to do with geographical preferences?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I think that is correct.

MR. SPIVAK: Governoxr, some years ago you said that you
could see no dideological gulf between Govermor Reagan and you.
Is that still the truth? Is that still so?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Are you sure I sa2id thar?

MR. SPIVAK: Well, the New York Times said vou said it.

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I have v:oat respect for
the New York Times

MR. SPIVAK: Do you see an ideological gulf at this time?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I have to put it this way.
It is very difficult for me to understand exactly where Mr.
Reagan is, or Governor Reagan is ideologically speaking. He

started out as a liberal Democrat; he then came along and ran
around the country or sought the delegates around the country
as a conservative Republican and now he has picked Senator
Spivak ~-- Senator Spivak -- I am looking at you ~~ excuse me,
Senator.

MR. SPIVAK: Thank you for the promotion.

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Senator Schweiker as his
runningmate. Now, where do you say he stands? That is a
pretty broad spectrum of political action.

MR. SPIVAX: That still doesn't answer my question. 1Is
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there an ideological gulf hetween you and Governor Reagan now?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKREFELLER: If you can tell me which
Governor Reagan's position you are thinking about, I can
answer the question.

MR. SPIVAX: May 1 aslk you this question then: If
Governor Rezgan should win the Republican nominatior, many
people feel you would refuse to endorse him and would refuse
to work for his election. Is that so?

ICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, I don’t think it is
a possibility he will be nominated.
MR.SPIVAK: Well, let's assume that it is.

VICE PRESYDENT ROCKEFELLER: I think it is an academic
question.

MR. SPIVAK: Would you answer an academic aquesztion?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKFFELLER: No.

MR. BOYARSKY: Mr. Vice President, you know a liitle
bit about New York politics. Could you asses:s the effect on
Senator Buckley of his rossible entrance into the presidential
face, both his eifect on the party as a whole and the effect
on himself in New York politica?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Adverse.

MR. BOYARSKY: How adverse?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Time alone will tell and it
depends upon whether he follows through, whether he gets five
delegations, whether he gets further tied up with Jesse
Helms. I can't see Jesse Helms rumning in Hew York State, so the
closer he gets to that radical-right positicn, I think the
more it hurts him in liew York.

MK. BOYARSKY: Then do you think the regula: party =--
the part will disown hin? He will lose the election? He
will lose the primary?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: He won the nomination.

MR. BOYARSKY: He will lose the general election in the
fall?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, you asked whether 1
thought it would help him. I think it i1s not helping him.

I think what will happer in the £all is hard to tell until
we get there
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MR. WILL: Mr. Viee President, twice row in ten
minutes you: have used a phrase that brings back echos of the
1964 convention. You have used the phrase 'the radical rizhit®
in saying in answer to Mr. Rowan's question if a third party
on the right was formed to attack Mr. Ford it would show
that he was not a part of the "radical right."

Are you suggesting by this and by your refusal
in answer to Mr. Spivak's question to say you would support
Mr. Reagan if he is nominzted, are you saying Mr. Reagan i:z
parc of the radical right?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: No, and I didn't say
either that it would ghow that Mr. Ford was not part of the
radical right. 1 said that it would heip if the radical
right attacked him, because then it disasscciates him from
any of their positions.

ME. WILL: Can you name anyone of public standing
that our audisnce wmight recognize who is = member of the
"radical wight," as you defins it?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCVEFELLER: Jesse Helms. Seu. Helws.

MR. WILL: Jim Buckley?

VICE PRESIDENT NOCKEFELLER: That is why I said it
depends upon how close he gets to him.

MR. WILL: Ronald Reagan?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Nec, I don't think he
is. I think that he has been in so many positions that
it is hard to tell which one he is going to end up with, and
if you go back and take his history of these primaries aad the
votes which you mentioned in the beginning which he got in
the primaries, and if you then go back and say that he was
running in those same primaries with Schweiker, what votes
we come out with, I think he would have lost at least half of
them.

MR. WILL: Is that because you think Schweiker is
not of Presicdential timber?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I think Schweiker's
positions 2: recorded in his votes do not represent the
majority of the people in the Republican party, or they
do not represent but a small minority.

MR. ROWAN: Mr. Vice President, I would like to know
why you think Mr. Reagan has pressed this campaign to deny
the nomination to a sitting President. 1Is it ideological,
or is it simply one man's quest for power?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, I think he would
like to be President. And that is a perfectly legitimate
objective. He would like to serve his country. I can't
criticize anybody for that.

) MR. ROWAN: But you won't tell us whether or not you
will campaign for him if he wins the nomination?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: As I said, I think
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that is totally academic. I think the delegates to this

Convention, when they see in clear focus the record of this
President, the extraordinary achievements of the lazl two
years, they are not going to want to change horscs And I
think the American people are not going to, either. They

are going tc want someorne whose record they know, and nol
gomebody who is unknown in terms of national political posi-
tions and international

2. ROWAN: Are you telling me that it is inconceis-
able that on Wednesday night you might have Mr. Bucklev up
there, and e draw off cnoughh votes from New York, Pennsyl-
vaniz and so forth that !7r. Ford not win on the first ballot,
and then proceed not to win at all?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, Mr. Rowan, I have
to say that I disagree with your concept. TIn my opinion
the votes that Mr. Buckley would draw off are from Mr. Rea-
gan, and the whole ploy is to force Mr. Reagan to drop Mr.
Schwelker. Thig is the way I read it politically. I
don't think it has anything to do with Mr Ford. He is not
going to take any votes away from Mr. Ford. He will take
them away from -- if Jesse Holms -~ pardon me, Senator
Helms gets five states, a majority to support hin, you
don’t think he is going to come up to New York, Pennsylvania
and New Jersevy to get those. He 1is going toc ge: those in
the Sun Belt somewhere, and they are going to be all Reagan
pecple; and that in my opinion is the ploy.

MR, MONROE: Mr. Vice President, isn't Governor
Reagan, in naming Senator Schweiker to run with him, doing
exactly what vou have often asked the Republican party to do
making an effort to broaden the base of the party; making
an effort at a coalition embracing both wings of the party?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Yes, I think that is a
very fair statement.

MR. MONROE: Why then don't you applaud his choice
of Senator Schweiker?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Because I think he did

t too late. I think he has misled the people. He went

to get their support for the nomination, and that is where
I think the whole argument is that Mr. Sears made, and I have
to say Mr. Sears is a very able political operative, but I
think his logic is weak, because if his case is correct, then
it should have been presented to the American people and the
members of the party, and in many states the party can cross
over, and I think that is when it should have been presented.
If that is our concept, okay, but let's go all the way with
it. Let‘s not do it in the 1lith hour and make a purely
political srgument out of it.

MR. MOWROE: Your argument on the selection of
Senator Schweiker is purely a matter of timing. Had Governor
Reagan announced this six months ago you would have appluaded
ie?
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VICE PRESIDENT ROCKREFELLER: I would have applauded
the concept. I perhaps frankly would not have considerad
in going that far, for a Republican ticket. 7 would have
plcked somebody with a more moderate position to zive that
broad spectrum, rather than Senator Schweilker.

MR. MONROE: What do you expect to happen when
the fight comes to the convention floor over ihe proposzd rule
that requires President Ford to nzme his Vice Presidential
runningmate in advance?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I think when the members
of the delegation see really the hipecracy of it. if you will
forgive me, I think that they are honest men and women, decent
men and women, and they are going to say "Well, look, if
this thing is that important, we oughi to study ii, and we
ought. to see whether next year you don't go to the pzouple
in the states as a team.” If you should go as a team, fine.
But this idea all of a sudden, coming out of the bluz, be-
cause the selection «f Schweiker sort of backiired, didn't do
what they hoped, now try to force Ford to do the same thing,
to me that is too obvious.

ME., SPIVAK: Mr. Vice Presideni, in a recent inter-
view you spoke of the fantastic record of VMr. Ferd in restoring
the economy and credibility iu govermment. 1 would ‘ike to
deal with the economy, since the /‘werican people who are
suffering from & percent inflation and 7.5 percent uwemploy-
ment don't consider that recoxrd fantastic. Will you tell us
why you do?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Because we had around
11 percent inflation before; now we have got 6. That is cut
in half. That is extraordinary.

MR. SPIVAK: It is pretty disasterous, though,
isn't it?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: It has moved in the right
direction. It is the lowest of any industrial country in the
world except Germany.

Now you go to unemployment. In the last month and
a quarter there have been almost 4 million pnew jobs created in
industry, and the zeason for the still high unemployment rate
is that in the last month, for instance, there were 400,000
new jobs and there were 700,000 people came into the labor
market, a large percentage of them women. And this shows
restoration of confidence. However, the important thing is,
Mr. Spivak, that the growth rate in this country has been re-
stored. It was up as high as 8.6 percent for an annual basis,
and if that growth rate continues, even in 7 or even a little
bit lower, you are going to have another 3 or 4 million
people with jobs in the next year.



MR. SPIVAEK: How do you explain the publie's f
recognize this fantastic record by -- according to the C
poll and the Hariis poll, by voting alwost two o one ag
President Ford now -~

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: They are noit against hiwm,

They have voted in favor ol Carter,

MR. SPIVAK: I he runs against Carter?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Caxter. That is right. Very
simply.

Carter has talked love and compae:ion and the familv.
These are 2ll things like mothesrlicod and we believe in then
and it is wonderful and I admire him for talking about love,
but when it comes to the issues, it i1z very haud to tell
exactly where he stands. He takes a conservative position,
he takes a liberal position, but in each case he alwaye, in
the small print, puts in some clauses which give him an cscape
hatch so that when he gets to make the final decisicn, should
he get there, he has got total lstitude.

I think the American people, when they gei right down
to it, are going to want to know, wheve Joes this man stand”

MR. SPIVAK: Do you think the American people ar: being
fooled now?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I don't think they are being
fooled; I think they arc being lulled. I think they have
gotten a wonderful imprcssion of warmth and friendliness.

That is fine, but you don’'t solve problems with love alone.
You have to have positions and you have got tc take tough
positions and these are touch issues, and I frankly don't
think that cven in his own party that they are clear as to
where he stands.

MR. BOYARSKY: A lot of delegates or at least some
delegates cominz here have said in both public opinion surveys
and in interviews that they are coming here to nominate a
igoser , and they raise the question of whether thls party can
survive or whether this might be one of the last conventions
of the Republican party. Do you think the party can survive?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: I mnot only think the party
will survive, but I think President Ford is going to be elected
in November.

ME. BOYARSKY: How can you say that in view of the
dwindling membership of the party?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, I will tell you.

I come from a state which has a million registered plurality
against the Republican party, votes, Democratic and Independent,
and I ran four times and I was as low as 24 percent before 1
started to run. I never got higher than 36 percent, but I
always won. Now, I just have to tell you when you go to the
people and you talk the issues and you talk the substantive
questions that concern them and that you represent the broad

spectrum of American life, the hopes, the fears, the
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aspirations of pecople, and they fec 1 you are more coupetentd
to do that tihan your oppounent then they are pgoing to vote 7
you regardl2ss of your party and i think that is whet will
happen to ord,

MR, DUYARSKY: But that is New York State. Now, we are
dealing wii: the lepublican Conventvion and the same ideologicad
differences that prompted people to boo you in sSan 'rancisco ave
still here today, a‘though people are acting much more civil
than they did in 1964, You st¢ill have the same divicions. How
can the Party survive with those divisions?

VICE PRESIUENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, it makes i1 exciiting,
let’s put it that way. I think that the party s going to
survive becausc I think the two party cystem is esseniial in
America, 1 happen to belicve both parties sihiovld be centerisi
parties which come up with different conceptions for
solugions but represuit 2 a'l of the people, not a special
interest., That is tke s3¥ r(xbth of our democracy; in fact it
is the futvre of freedom., 'f we loce that two pariy strenglh then
I think we are going to lose the basis for jrescrving frecion
and opporiuiity in America. 1 thin¥® we have (he greatest
sysLeJ in the world., I think there never was a voment in
hisitory whena the opportunitics for the future a: home aud in
the world weore greater, We need the vision, the faith cnd the
confidence to grasp them and T think the Repviiican Poriy and
President "ord is in a bovier position to do 1,

MR, MONROE: Ve have a bit less than two miputes.

MR. WilLLs 1MNr, Vice Precideni. Jimay Caritcr has tolken o
referring r2peatedly to ihe Nxxon*ﬁord LZdmipnigiration, trying
1o link the two names tozether Do you think it would be
useful for r'he F‘publacw. Par&y or at least four Mr. Ford, io
formally renudiate Mr. Nizon?

VICE PRESIDENT ROCKETELLS No, I don‘t. I thlnk hls
actions alr2ady have shownm thls is a Ford .Lduinigtrati He
hag taken ihe prchlems that existed at the en oL the orher
petiod when Ir, Nizon recigned: he has dealt with them; they
are behind us. We have major issues im front of us, The
Pregiden? saw that., That is why he wanted to got the whole
thing behind him, Naturally the opporents want to bring
this back aid make an iscue out of it, but I think it is an
acadenic issue at the preseni time, 1 think the American
people know it and I dongt think il will work.

MR, ROWAN: You amgered iir, Carter recently whemn you
talked about the ruthlesc operation he used to win the
nomination. He says you :indulged in a cicious personal attack.
Do you expect Mr. Carter to be ruthless in the campaign he
runs this fail?

TICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER: Well, you know Mr. Carter
nade one mistake, A veporiter caught him just before he was
going in to net fich in his ond end instead of finding out



what he actually said, he responded to what the reportex sz2id
I said, which is not what I said, and he got himself into a
situation which is totally unrelated to reaslity as far as what
I s2id is concerned.

I just said he has a2 problem reconclling thesa different

questions of love, compassion znd hard-boilsd pelitics and
pretty tOtgh actlons relating to the suercss he has Lad in
the campaign, and I think the Americ:zn peonle waut that
reconciled too.

MR. MCNROE: Mr. Viece Prezident, in maybe 15 scconds

do you seec some possibility that President Yord, if he wins,

could ask you to be Secrvetary of State?
VICE PRESTDENT ROCKEFULLER: You never kuow iua this

world

what is going to happen, but I have got responsibilities k:h<

home and we have got the greatest Seeretary of State this
has ever lad in Henry Kissinger,

MR. HONRO :  Thank you wvery much. Our time is up
you, Mr. Vice :sident, for being with us today on MEET
PRESS.
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