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Rhodes Denies ’Plan
- Will Rival Ford’s

- House Minority Leader
John.J.. Rhodes . asserted
today-that his. development -
of a legislative program for
House Republicans.implies .

“no criticism of the- policies -

of President Ford but is in-
tended as-an alternative to..
proposals . of - congresswnai~
Democrats~ - ¢
- “*Qur problem.'f Rhodes
said, “is not with the Presi-
dent. ‘Our problem is with

the lackluster ‘and ineffec:

tive=brand of:Democratic—
leadership * that . we " have
seen for 38 out of the last 42
years: We. want " to: call
attention to the difference:

to” establish  their own

- added:

f.{shouldwbe;,» encourage& teft

-lative—program  seperate-

 saidy

Digitized from Box 17 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Repubhcans' “ought to try?
image thh the peop}e " He‘

“House. Repubhcans feel
that they’can make .somej.
contribution in the effort to:
‘solve some of the.nation's
~Serious-~problems.r and,

e VAN /’

T A . y

Respondmg 0 a Wash—
ington Star story discussing]
his plan to develop a legis-;

from the. Presxdems he

+ “Just because The Star !
‘chose to write ‘about some-: 4

between. Repubhcans and- thing that I have been talic i

Democrats :
and .the deveiopment of -our-
own .. program. is, in -my
opinion, the-'best way to
accomplish this.,” . - =
The conservative Arizona
Republican said
gram would “be a *‘con-
structive-- complement" to :

- not‘a rival of — policies .

of the Ford administration, .

Emphasxzmg that . the
“days of ‘presidential coat-
tails are gone forever,”
Rhodes Saxd that "House’

the pro- -

"tion that this is going.to be‘
‘& conservative program,”:
Q‘A“Rhodes sa:d

-in . Congress, - ing about for many months +

publicly at a time when !
some conservatives have !
cxpressed displeasure with :
administration policies does
not mean that either I share
their djspleasure or that -
this effort to develop a pro- .
gram is in any way related >
to their dzspleasure V
**Mistaken also-is the no- -

..;»‘4

Waitef Tayior B



NEW YORK TIMES - Friday, March 14, 1975

isking Americans:
Hanoi Drops aHmti

By LESLIE H, GEL® - °

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, March 13 =
In an exchange.of letters be«’.
tween North Vietnam’s Foreign«. l
Minister. and~ Senator Edward. 1
M. Kennedy, Hanoi. has indi.’ «
cated publicly for the first time
that it has information about. ]
Americans listed as missing in’
action in Southeast Asia. - . ¢!
Even ' though almost. all.of.
the .estimated. 1,300 .men. are; |
presumed - by - most- -Adminis-<",
tration -officials and- Congres-- °,
sional-"experts;; to" have  died, «
their fates.- remain. a- highly<
volatile and emotional -issue in«-;
Washington, - T i s L

The - letter, .- from ' Foreign*
Minister . Nguyen- DuyZ:Trinh,
also - made . clear - that Hanoi ;=
would not release any-of this
information.- until the.. United

Yy

- year before. ‘Mr: ‘Trinh’s> re.
" sponse was dated-Jan. 21, 1975,
- " Asked why Mr. Kennedy - de-
“""layed.the release of the Trinh.
- letter-until ‘new; Daie -DeHaan,}
" head-of Mr. ‘Kennedy’s. staff.

in thé Senate Judiciary Com-
- Mittee:. subcommittee ‘on re-
- fugees; said- that the letter had
. not béen received “until about
" mid-Febraary,” and that “offj:

. pleted: until the last few- days.
. Mr. DeHaan said that Mr. Ken-

. Americans. ” B

- in -Marchy: 1973, had been

... Continued . From_Page 1; Col, I
* States forced President Nguyen

. providing- military -aid to
" Saigon., -

" the past_had been to make

s ‘ners-of war -‘contingent upon
-~ the - complete  withdrawal of

" Mr.Trinh' on Dec:..18, .1974,
- askmg_ for “information - about
-~ the missing Americans as part
- -of the dialoguewith' Hanoi' be-1

+had told him privately in

HANOTHINTS ITHAS

>

* DATA-ON MIAS

Van Thiew out of office in
South Vietnam and stopped

- Hanot’s’ negotiating, tactic ind

“the release of American priso-

United States
South Vietnam.. = . S
Mr.- Kennedy had written to

forces - from

gun- by his. staff more than

cial “eopies and translations”
-were=not received and .com-

nedy was shown the letter only
yesterday. 5 IR

In q statement, Mr. Kennedy
welcomed what he called the
“good news,” but added: .

“I deeply regret that no pro-
gress is being made on the
simple humanitarian issue of

making this information. avai-
lable to the families of" those!
still eonsidered missing in ac-|
tion.” : -

The language in the letter
from Foreign Minister -Trinh
was vague. But Mr,  DeHaan
said that the North Vietnamese

March, 1973, that they had
information - about - thg missing:

Mr. DeHaan' also said that
the information he had received:

. passed “on- to-'the appropriate
* Administraticn: officials and to

_tratiom: %

offictals ‘of the National League
of Families. of American Priso-
ners and Missing in-Southeas
Asia, a focal group for pressu
on Congress-ang the Adminis-,

[IRTAN

this humane- spirit, the DRVN/
- .services responsible for getting
" information-"about those consi-
" dered missing in- action con-
“tinue ‘their. efforts in the hope

. those still considered missing.”

~ withholding information about
"- - Americans -missing in . action,
... Two" weeks  ag0,” when a
.. Congressional fact-finding mis-
-5.sion met.with North Vietnam-

= -all that Hanoi would 'say pub-
+ licly on thisésubject was that
.‘an accounting of missing Amer-
.. icans, would have to wait until
.. the: 1973 Paris.-accords . had
7. been fully’carried out. --. =

" ‘ments made to the Kennedy

*. references to-“DRVN services'
~.and ‘“continue- their -efforts”.
.- are interpreted by Mr. De Haan
:_ as public_confirmation of Han-
. 0i's knowledge. of the missing
oomen, . T LT Ay
.. Administration officials said
-~ today - that -North Vietnamese
.-and Vietcong representatives
.- 'had told United States repre-

.. talks on the subject going en in
* Saigon that they had additional

~ group.” .

- Mr* Trink’s- letter said: “Ini

that their work will help ease
the anguish of the families of

Administration officials have
said they believe that Hanoi is

ese répresentatives in Saigon,

When taken with the state-
staff in March 1973, Mr. Trinh’s

sentatives “some time ago™-in

information
Americans. : .

The Trinh letter added: “The
Vietnamese people appreciate
the growing trend in the press,
political circles and even in the
"U.S. Congress to urge the U.S.
Administration to end its mili-]
tary involvement in South Viet-
nam and cease its military aid
to the Nguyen Van Thieu

about © missing

Such a trend, he continued,
“creates favorable conditions
for the normalization of rela:
tions between our two coun-
tries and for a good solution to
the question of those still con-
sidered missing.” - S

Mr. Kennedy’s statement
called on Hanoi to reconsider
this position and provide the!
information “in a gesture of.
goodwill 'and humanitarian con-
cern.” .




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 3, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PAUL THEIS

FROM; MARGITA WHITE

SUBJECT: ‘ Questions from Boston Herald
American

Attached are questions published in the Boston Herald American
(circulation 346, 000) on the day of the President's recent visit.
The paper had previously requested a personal interview.

I believe that we should provide answers from the President which
the Herald American states will be shared with '"'the people in
Boston and throughout New England, "

The questions themselves are long and negative and some will
require rather extensive answers. However, in view of the wide
circulation of this paper in this region, I think this invitation
provides an important opportunity for the President to project his
views on these key issues. (Peter Kaye at the PFC shares this
view),

Please let me know your thoughts. I would like to be able to

acknowledge the letter by telephone as soon as possible to indicate
when answers will be forthcoming.

Attachment

cc: Ron Nessen v



" While you arehere'we kmwyouwﬂlbemeeimg’with
many political figures, civic leaders and local news persons -
to answer their. questions-and to explamthe programs and
poﬁ’ciu ot you:administrahm

With the nen pmsidenﬂal eiectun just.t year: away, -
surely one purpose-of your trip mmmwmm
ofmecmmuynwmpmepouﬂmlhm\pmm.

yuu io state youn:ase defend: ymn: adnnnimﬂnn’s palicies, .
mgcuom,repeax the phﬂosophxcal andpohtical themu

but to fistens And-while younemmﬁ 3
arii!evqmﬂanswhchwe,ﬂmedﬂmsd&aﬂmfd

akhost everywhere. But here in:New Engiand, the per-
centage of: persons: out of i workhas reached inmlerable-
levels nearly doubl&the naﬁmaklml&f' ,

put*fndmdual «.back ‘to. work? ‘Are. steps being taken or
consxdered-to pmvide ‘employment.. for: the: thousands" who'
0 henthe Defense- Department: closed the -
\Iavy Yani at'Charmwwn..Ohs‘Ak*Fm Base. nnd other s
mstallatiuns”” £ 1 o j :

guvernmentshmﬂdanbark on &’ ma}om ,
gram. if unemployment nationally:hit the 10 percent level;
it- is<well “above that already me and other New

in guvemment spending to: combat=crime, . the. pmblem
continues to grow: faster -and faster every year. Are you
mmmmmmﬂmmmmugmmm ; ol
Hew o e Bosnm. more thars any other cxty w%e nation; ‘hias
Will you, for example, support the- legislation: which - [ Seen its, people divided, its;yacial tensions: increased, its |
Sent Edward Kennedy recently proposed to mete out man- - ' Classrooms become centers-of conflict, and its streets. be-
datory sentences for serious- oﬁmaeq_ wecmlyﬂm Al cumet,‘bnttlegmunds .because-of - the forced: «busin& of
o1 Sl L v=#sz.  thousands-of Itx’tchodchﬂdrm.’rheremguwing agree-
wmaayc:d - earie ’thts Iegi!n Mamachm:g requir. e vy o T S
stafute en ;4 year that though desegregation of the-schools:is a desirable :
ing mandatory jail terms for persons convicted of carrying  forced busing is an imperfect and; inzﬂacﬁvemean:ng'o
gms outside their homyes without a license or for using  achieve.it.You have added your voice to the critics of bus-
weammthsemmsdoudaerhm‘& ing by saying that you oppose it and that there are better
: "m' s altemahvatoxt.‘Bmyonhavenemmﬂyspeuedout,m

L Energy-

: spec:ﬁcdetaﬂ,whatﬂuealwmﬁmmandwhatyou
: Pefiodic short&ga and chronic high costs for heating m what do - m M'to «bﬂng about integrt-

propose to- do as Pms:dentto bnng them. about. i

oil, gasoline and electricity have hit the average consumer “ton- in the schools and- reduce’ the racial temsion im.our:

longer must we wait for the admxmstradgn and Congnss to’ e

agree on a° comprehensive—and le—energy policy %
o " pres:dent:al? poss:b:ht:es g

s s § i Smcemmomcedgomsbakeupinthecabmetand

ment of off-shore‘oil or the-building of refineries-in the - V'cePresidentRockdelIerbcwed

Northeast? Can federal and state environmental regulations  political~ questions have .been” m&dﬁebémcﬁf

harder in New England than anywhere else. How much- city—-and what actmnawxnym:takem achieve those  goals?

tharwxllbegmtomgtthelongandsbmt-temneedso!aﬁ‘ Vlce‘j__ resiaential:
Ts there anything: mm—do«w lpeed up- thedevi!op— ‘the CIA 1o bring yoyr:‘‘team’ into the administration, and
hto permit. coal- to be used. more extenswely__ for Dassador Emot Rxcha:dson backm theJJ. S..to-assume the -




Welfare ;

" When Casper Weinberger resigned a few months ago as
your secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, his-pari-
ing shot was 2 call to end the present welfare mess before
.it bankrupts the country. In place of the present chaotic
and costly system, he urged adoption of & new program of
cash grants which would be tied to a-work requirement fcr
~everyone in need, His proposal was essentially the sameas
-the FamﬂyAssxstaneePlanadvomdhytormeers!dent 1

Do :upportthat kmd ormlfan—refotm’ Dogm
Mnk&nmmnguﬂmgmmam}m-d:he
- present system? Wouldn't this be-one'way-to ease the:fiscal -
ressure and avert the danger ci_.banhuptcymNewYotk

cently nppmvad-.unﬂmr major wrdnse”d
+~wheat byﬁe Soviet Union, sxhich many: consumers fear
/will add to the price of bread and other commodities soid in
America’s supermdrketsWouldn’t it have been a better dezl
i wehadswappedmwheatforkmmcﬂ-marpndm
-quohass,wh:dwmld«havalowa'edﬂwwceotm
products.. and~made us iess%lependenta 10

he st e s

postof Secmury 01' Commerce, are you read g hxm fa
possxble ms:derahon as yuur runnmg~mate"

attractwe tdditmn to*whatever ticket the convention’ mxgh
endorse Kcve you consndered 'Brooke .as a possible;vice.

2 X T e - »
“their: quotas “with! m!nnteers. Why. do-the. Amena:ﬂxx—
-~ payers still need $0-spend millions ‘ofidollars to operate

chse'Wa "M g
ys and ‘Mezns . Cammxttee—hu “been- strugghn Se;ectlve Serwce’Systemwmch m mmm <o -

with the problem -of how toa'eformthe tax. laws 2nd close:
‘the. loopho!es which enable-some’ citizens and: corparahons"
10 pay. ms than their Amzshars
& One'o fthe proposals'xiéi'r;before'f'th‘eﬂéonimitt'e'e. sub~
mxtted by Rep.-.l’ames PR Burke of ‘Massachusetts, wouild
change the SocxalSecumy Tax Ilaw to lessen’the payments

: mneariy -
‘andihas ah-eady served on’ the*Snpgxeme&m lougerﬂnn
%anyone in history; Justice William O Douglas still refuses to
‘resign.from’ the bench. *One reason:may be-that he doesn’t
“want 10 give you- the satisfaction of - “appointing his snccessor
“because. l{efholdsm* gmdge*agamstqmu ‘as:a result’efyour

- they now. are. ;

“Would you. support ‘more- federa]
- means -of reducingthe heavy: dependency-._
‘commanities now place on:the property tax ‘for. meeting th
- costs :0f-the ‘schools?

¥ :
‘attempted ‘to work -out ‘& xeasunable arrangement *
ould. assurefJusticef Douglas cthat 5if “he does -resign'h

effort: 6 ag:_h‘hxm severdl -years’.ago whenmm:;




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO: Em ,’/‘;68%

FROM: Margita E. White )
‘ Assistant Press Secretary
to the President

F ¥/



American Broadcasting Company 1150 Seventeenth Street, N\W  Washington,D.C.20036  Telephone 202 393-7700

Eugene S.Cowen, Vice President

Dear Margita:

Sometimes "Good Morning America" has nice things to say,
in contrast to some of the other transcripts we have seen.
I am pleased to enclose a copy of what Jack Anderson said
on January 7.

With warm regard,

Sincerely,

Eugeme S. Cowen

Vice President

Honorable Margita E. White
Director of Communications and
Assistant Press Secretary

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Enclosure

January 16, 1976
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; Sl JACK ANDERSON | " Jaoeary 7, 1976
Exccrpt from GOODMORNING AMERICA

s . i

Johuson [ remark a.bout Gerald FO?ﬁ*ﬁ mab;hty io Wa.lk and chew guny

..\_

a;: the xame time has suxck ta ﬂwP&é&&idem -- hke gum. From coast

to coast, Prosxdc:nt Fm:gi is being zjidxg;:aled ‘aa a ﬁmmblebum who trips

over his own feet.s T cob

P «
R 3% 4
é

Thc‘rc 8 the %tory that I‘Otd wag on &n escalawt' that broke down, and

.»

he was stack for two bagw, Or this one: “Whydnd Jerry Ford stop.
pleying water pole? Answer: Becm{ag hie horsé kept bronking. "
Anuther crack making the rounds hero in Washington is that Ford ix

the only man inAmerice whone lips move when he rcade & stop gign,

.J'
P 3

~Unhappily for the Pre%idcnt, ‘he keeps reinforcing hia lmage as a klutz,

Mo trips over airplane steps, He gels tangled in hin doges’ leashes.

*
-

He {alls on the ski slopes. =~ - - ) .

*

"Is this the real Jerry Furd?. The answer is no, He is not 2 stumbin-

L4

bum, Be gtil h‘a# thé moves of the ﬁ!l-Ameriéau.. football player he

once wag at the I.Iﬁivq_réity of Michigan., |

Nsithoy is~the.PreBident- 8 dumb«:ii- He bag never claimed to be a
& A

Kreat intelloct. But no one without braine ccmld make it through the

Yale Law School, an Géra.ld Ford did.

The rcal Gerald Ford i;a a gimd-uatured g’u‘fr who haslhe capacity to

Jaugh athimeaif, I have been la the inner sanctums of the White
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Htmaa. On tho wanx A¥e BOomne ;}f the carmmm poking ;fun at Ford.

, i
- The Pteaide&t thought they woere ﬁmny, tom !

. o ¥
- .o

-

o el g < 0

3

Nor {a Ford a drunk; whxch some cntzcs have whispered. Hr: is a

Xackct-—roam Pres:dent, who h.k;ea to beit & couple with the boya ,
i . :
 after the ;u:uour is os{er.

 ¥n duesn't often get ruffled, Let me tell you an incidont that ncver
got in the newspapers. When Sara Jane Moore took a shot at him

'in Ban Francisco last September, the President was rudely shoved into

. his limousine, Q&d three scerat Service agents plopped down on top

of him. They literally were shiciding him wiib'ihgir own bodies,

The heavily armored car siowly gainad. speed and headed for the
Froceway. . The radic and air ~congitioner were turned off to rcduc&

the strain on the motor, 1

“*

-4
P

Sevaral mimttc;a‘passe{i. Finelly from the é::zrpe&:d floor of the car, -

o

beneath the throo burly agents, came the' mild voice of President

Yord. “Do you think wo could tura on ;tﬁefair-conditioning 7" He

asked, “It's a little stuffy down here, w

: A - . [






