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NEWS CONFERENCE #463

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH RON NESSEN
AT 11:35 A.M. EST
MARCH 22, 1976

MONDAY

MR. NESSEN: The President has a ceremony coming up
at 12:15 in the Rose Garden in which he will receive a
medallion from the Grand Lodge of the Masons in Washington.
This medallion contains a likeness of Presidents Washington
and Ford.

Originally the Grand Lodge of the District of
Columbia had asked the President to make a speech there in
the spring. The President was not able’ to and this is a
ceremony to receive this medallion.

The President did receive his initial Masonic
degrees in this District of Columbia Lodge, although his
home lodge is in Michigan,

Q Is he a 33rd degree Mason?

MR. NESSEN: I am going to have to check that,

Then, as you know, at 12:30 the President is going
to sign the Science and Technology Message to Congress.
He will have some remarks at that time. It will be done in
the Cabinet Room.

On a subject that may be of some interest to you ==
if you remember the series of questions we have had about the
report that former President Nixon was going to send in to the
State Department, I think when we last left that story
the former President had called and indicated to a functionary
that his preference was to put the report in writing and to
have it picked up and brought here for reading.

The functionary's name is William Gulley, whose
title is Special Assistant to the Military Assistant to the
President, He is a GS ranked civilian employee.

His first name is Warren, not William, Warren J.

Gulley. His nickname is Bill. His title is Special Assistant
to the Military Assistant to the President.
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Q How does he feel about being called a
functionary?

MR, NESSEN: He is a civilian with a GS rank.
That is where we last left the story --

Q I think you just said that when the former
President called -~ are you now saying in fact it was
Mr, Nixon who called?

MR. NESSEN: Yes, it was.
Q He talked to Gulley?
MR. NESSEN: He talked to Bill.

Then Nixon called again and indicated that the
report was ready to be picked up.

Q When was that?

MR, NESSEN: That was the week before last,
So then Gulley ~w=

Q He called Gulley again?

MR. NESSEN: He called Gulley again., Let me just
mention this: Bill Gulley, among his duties here at the
White House, is the liaison with the wives, widows,
children of former Presidents as well as former Presidents.
H2 deals with Mrs. Truman and Mrs. Johnson as well as the
Nixons and other relatives of former Presidents. That's
part of his duties here so that is why he is involved in
this.

Q Ron, do you know, has he always taken
Mr. Nixon's calls to the White House?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know, You mean as opposed to
what? As opposed to somebody else?

Q Yes, since Mr, Nixon left the White House
he has called here a couple of times and I would like to know
if Mr, Gulley has taken those calls.

MR, NESSEN: Well, he has taken a lot of them,

S.umetimes, I think, the former President has asked specifically
for Brent Scowcroft, let's say, or Secretary Kissinger,
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Q Isn't it true that Jack Marsh's office is
supposed to have the jurisdiction of -~

MR. NESSEN: That was early on but that has been
changed for quite some time now.

Q Why have you decided to identify Mr, Gulley?
We tried to get him identified for ages.

‘ MR, NESSEN: I know. I just think all that
mystery business did not help any.

Q That is going to be your attitude from now
on?

MR. NESSEN: That is it. No more mysteries,

Bill flew out there going by military space
available aircraft from Andrews Air Force Base to Tinker
Air Force Base in Oklahoma City where he was not able to
find another military ride so he then flew commercial from
Oklahoma City to LA,

Q When did he do this?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know what the exact date was,
Dave.

Q Was it last week or the week before?
MR. NESSEN: I think it was the week before,
Q The dates are really important,

MR. NESSEN: I think I have got most of the dates.
I don't have the exact date when he flew out there. Gulley
picked up two copies of a report by Nixon which ran approximately
60 papes and they were in an envelope addressed to Kissinger.

Q Where did he pick it up?

MR. NESSEN: San Clemente.

Q So he went there and got it by hand? It was
not left in a box?

MR. NESSEN: No.

Q Phone booth? (Laughter)
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Q Did it contain two copies of the same report?

Q Did he pick them up at the San Clemente estate?
MR, NESSEN: Yes.

Q One report, two copies of it, right?

MR. NESSEN: Right, in one envelope.

Then Gulley flew back to Washington on a military

space available aircraft to Andrews Air Force Base from
California.

Now, that was the weekend before last that Gulley
returned from California.

Q Can we have that date when he returned?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know whether it was Sunday or
Saturday night or what, but it was then. And Gulley gave
it to Brent Scowcroft. Brent gave one copy to Kissinger
on Monday and the other copy to the President on Tuesday.

Q Why didn't he give them both on Monday?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know,

Q The President gave his copy back to Brent
on Thursday and Kissinger gave his copy back to Brent on
Friday?

MORE
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Q We are up to last Thursday and Friday now?
MR. NESSEN: That is right.
Q Why did they give them back?

MR. NESSEN: The former President reguested
that the two copies be returned to him.

Q After they were Xeroxed, or before?

Q Would you repeat that again? He gave it
to the President when?

MR. NESSEN: You mean in terms of what Brent did?
Q Yes.

MR. NESSEN: Brent gave a copy to the President
on Tuesday, and the President gave it back, after having
read it, gave it back on Thursday. Brent gave a copy to
Kisginger on Monday and Kissinger gave it back, having
read it, on Friday.

As I say, the former President asked that the
two copies be returned tc him.

Q How, Ron? How is it going to get back
to him?

MR. NESSEN: Just a minute. I have every intimate
detail.

Q Did they Xerox a copy?

MR. NESSEN: The President said he made no
copies and Brent said he made no copies. (Laughter)

There.is a fourth party, too, incidentally. I
have not talked to Henry. George Bush has read it on
Friday in Brent's office. So, the people who read it
were the President, Kissinger, George Bush and Brent
Scowcroft, four people.

Q You don't know how many people Kissinger
might have showed it to, though?

MR. NESSEN: I do not.

Q You said Bush read it Friday in the
President's office?

MR. NESSEN: In Brent's office.
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Q So, you are only accounting for two possi-
bilities of the not Xeroxing? You can't speak for
Kissinger?

MR, NESSEN: I cannot.
Q Or Bush?

MR. NESSEN: I can't speak for George because
I have not talked to him,

Q Bush read it in Scowcroft's office?

MR. NESSEN: That is right. He read it right
there and gave it back to " Brent.

Q It is classified?

MR. NESSEN: It is not classified because it is
a document written by a civilian with no authority to
classify.

Q By a private citizen.,
MR. NESSEN: Private citizen, if you will.

Now we are up to Friday, and the four people
have read it. Let me go back a few days and tell you
this., Last week Nixon called Brent on Wednesday to make
sure it had arrived safely.

Q Did he talk to Mr. Gulley?

MR. NESSEN: He did not. He talked to Brent.
He may have talked to Gulley. I don't know one way or
the other whether he talked to Gulley, but he talked
to Brent, just to make sure it arrived safely and just
to ask if Brent found it useful. Brent said yes.

Q Did he elaborate on that, in what way he
found it useful?

MR. NESSEN: No, he didn't.
Q Right at that point had Brent read it
before he gave it to the President on Tuesday and Kissinger

on Monday?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know when Brent read it,
actually.

MORE #ueq
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Q Specifically, had he read it? Had it
been read by him by Wednesday, by the time Mr, Nixon
called on Wednesday?

MR. NESSEN: Yes, by the time Nixon called he
had read it.

by a private citizen and it is

Q If this is
it we can't read it under Freedom

not classified, why is
of Information?

MR, NESSEN: You can, but it is not here anymore.
It is out at San Clemente.

Q That is ealled Cateh 22,

MR, NESSEN: I haven't finished the rest of the
story yet. The rest of the story is Brent gave it back to
Gulley on Saturday. Gulley called Brennan and said, "Okay,
we are ready to send the report back to you., How about
putting it in the mail and Brennan said™that is fine
with us,"'and it was mailed on Saturday. Gulley talked to
Brennan this morning, and it has arrived out there. It
is back at San Clemente.

Q It was just sent through regular mail?
MR. NESSEN: Yes,

Q And it arrived today?

MR. NESSEN: That is what Brennan told Gulley.

Q Was the President's copy sent back in the
same envelope?

MR. NESSEN: Both copies were sent back in the
same envelope, ves.

I guess the only other element is what
does the President think of it. The President says "very
interesting and useful,"

Q That is all he said?
MR, NESSEN: Yes.

Q Was it constructive? (Laughter)

Q How long did you say it was, about 60
pages?
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Q Single spaced?
MR, NESSEN: I don't know., I didn't see it.

Q Does the President consider it an
important report?

MR, NESSEN: I think those are the only words
he used to describe it.

Q Ron, when did you first find out about
this?

MR. NESSEN: I would just prefer not to go
down that track now.

Q Well, your credibility is at stake here,
MR. NESSEN: How is that?

Q I asked you on Friday whether you had
asked, and you said you did not know anything about that.

MR, NESSEN: I checked all the transcripts
for last week, Howard, and I could not find that you
asked on Friday. It was asked about on Monday, Tuesday
and Thursday.,

Q How about the week before?

MR, NESSEN: Okay. The NSC knew that you and I
were interested in being notified when the thing arrived,
and they failed to notify me when it arrived.

Q Have you complained about that?
MR, NESSEN: Yes.
Q Why did they do that?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know, but I will find out
and it won't happen again,

Q Why does Kissinger get a report from the
former President before the President gets it?

MR, NESSEN: As you remember, that was the
arrangement worked out over the telephone, that it would
be mailed in or that it would be sent here for Kissingex
and if he thought it was interesting, he would show it
to the President. As it turned out, Nixon sent two

copies, one for Kissinger and one for the President, s0
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Q You mean the President would let Kissinger
make a decision on whether something was interesting or
not?

MR, NESSEN: We said that a long time ago, Helen.

Q Ron, would you deny this has the appearance
of a conspiracy in the White House to cover up Mr, Nixon's
report?

MR. NESSEN: I would, Tom.

Q Why would the NSC keep you frrm having
information about the report being here, knowing about
our interest?

MR, NESSEN: As I said, I will find that out.
I intend to find it out. I have told a lot of people of
my displeasure, and it will not happen again.

Q Have you told the President?

MR. NESSEN: Yes.

Q Why didn't he tell you about it?

MR. NESSEN: I never bothered to ask him because

I knew the NSC knew of my interest and your interest and
I counted on them to let me know,

Q Ron, does the President know our interest
in this?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know whether he does or
not, Phil.

Q Hartmann said the President reads the trans-
cript almost every day of these briefings.

MR. NESSEN: I don't know that that is true.

Q Do you communicate with him and tell him
there is interest in the press room?

MR. NESSEN: In this case, since it was going
to come to the State Department first -- I thought it was
going to come to the State Department first -- and then
it would have come through the NSC, I thought, as I said,
that I would have been told by the NSC.

Q Ron, did any of these people tell you any-
thing about the contents, the substance of this report.
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Q Yes, Do you know anything about the
substance of this report?

MR. NESSEN: ©No, only the President's reaction
to it.

Q Why did the former President want this
report back? Isn't it a contribution to the Govern-
ment, really?

MR, NESSEN: Helen, I don't know why he wanted
it back, and I don't know any way I could answer that
question.

Q Ron, if the President thought the report
was useful, why would he not have explored the possibility
of having a copy retained or a copy made for the records
here?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know the answer to that,
Dave.

Q Ron, since this is not a classified report,
are we going to get any sort of briefing on what it
contains?

MR, NESSEN: The document is not here now,
Howard, and I don't know how,

Q It has been read by at least four
people, and they are not sworn to secrecy, obviously,

MR, NESSEN: Let me say this. It is not class-
ified because Nixon does not have the authority to class-
ify anything. But, that is not to say the document does
not contain sensitive material.

Q Ron, could we assume somebody at least
made some notes?

MR, NESSEN: I am told Brent made about a half-
page of notes.

MORE #463
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Q Are those classified?
MR. NESSEN: I don't know. I will have to ask him,

Q I am a bit at a loss to understand the
treatment of this report in view of that fact that the point
was made repeatedly when the former President went to China
that he was the first well-known American, and certainly
the first American of experience in Government, to meet
with the new Premier of China or the Acting Premier of China
since the death of Chou En-lai,and Kissinger himself said
in Latin America although he might have chosen a different
avenue, he was very interested in knowing anything Nixon
had to say about the new leadership in China.

A report arrives, as far as you know no copies
of it are made, a half page of notes are taken, a half page
sounding rather sketchy to describe a 60-page report. Why
sort of what appears to be at least casual or superficial
treatment of a report that has been characterized by
Kissinger as potentially quite important?

MR. NESSEN: I have not seen Henry's characterization
of the report.

Q That is a matter of fact, Ron. Kissinger
salid at a press conference in Latin America, during the
Latim America trip, that he would be very interested in
seeing what the former President had to say and we were
interested in any kind of contact like that. He might have
chosen another way, but as long as this was the way it turned
out he would be very interested.

Yet as far as we can tell, nothing has been done
to preserve this report, to preserve any record of it, copy of
it or anything else. Why not, in view of that kind of
importance that was attached?

MR. NESSEN: It was read by four of the foremost
senior foreign policy and intelligence officials in the
Government and notes were made by one,

Q Is there some reason why they didn't want a
copy of this report made that could circulate to somewhat
lower eschelors but still very important people that might
have the responsibliy for foreign policy on a day-to~day
basis? Is there some reason they didn't want a bunch of
copies floating around?

MR. NESSEN: I can't answer that question, Jim.
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Q How about the Vice President of the
United States? Did he get to read it?

MR, NESSEN: As far as I know, he did not,

Q Was this a personal request on the part of
Nixon, a personal request that it be returned?

MR. NESSEN: VYes, it was.,

Q Did he give any reason?

MR. NESSEN: Not to my knowledge.

Q Was Mr, Gates shown a copy?

MR. NESSEN: To my knowledge he was not.

Q Ron, were there any restrictions put on by
Mr. Nixon as to the distribution of the report?

MR. NESSEN: It was a copy addressed to Kissinger
and a copy addressed to the President.

Q What is the reason why Mr. Gates didn't see
it? Wouldn't that be something useful to him if it is useful
to the President?

MR. NESSEN: Gates has been nominated and not
confirmed. That is the only reason I can think of as to why
he was not shown a copy.

Q Ron, would it be possible for you or Margy
to get a summary of what it says from Brent and let us know?

MR, NESSEMN: I can check that out.

Q Would you also find out if Nixon stated a
reason for wanting the report back?

MR, NESSEN: Okay.

Q Did he make that request in writing or
verbally?

MR. NESSEN: Verbally.

Q Would it be fair to say that in view of the
fact that the President has only four words to say about it,
and that only half a page =--
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MR. NESSEN: Counting "and.,"

Q And that Scowcroft made only a half a page
of notes that we could say that the report did not contain
any major new information that was not known before?

MR, NESSEN: Since I have not read the report, it
is hard for me to characterize it.

Q Have you read General Scowcroft's notes?
MR. NESSEN: No.

Q Have you had a description given to you by
Scoweroft or anyone else that could lead ycu to answer
Dick's question?

MR, NESSEN: I just would rather not characterize
it, having not read it myself. I have heard others talk
about it,but since I have not read it I would rather not
talk about it.

Q Ron, it appears clearly that you nave not
been treated fairly, Ron, as the Press Secretary. Really,
seriously. They knew the interest that everybody had and
they did not tell you. Now wouldn't it be fair of them to
have Scowcroft come out here because you have been treated
shabbily,in my opinion, Ron. I really mean that sincerely.

MR, NESSEN: For one of the few times in our life
we agree, Les. I will ask Brent about that.

Q This is a pattern with the whole NSC
really.

Q This is more of a statement than a question,
but we have had cases where ter Horst -- one of the reasons
he stepped out of this White House was because top aides were
not telling him what was going on. This is now the second
example and it really puts in question the credibility of the
Ford White House,

MR, NESSEN: No, I don't think it does, Phil,
I think that is too sweeping a statement,

Q We have two concrete examples. Where Mr, ter Horst
was not getting information and he said so. We have a case
where you, as Press Secretary, walk out and say you were not
given information. So we do have two documented examples.
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MR. NESSEN: Yes, but I think your conclusion is
too sweeping from those two documented examples.

Q Even the President has chosen not to keep
you fully informed.,

MR, NESSEN: I disagree with that. He has
always kept me fully informed, not only directly but by
fully insisting that I attend the meetings at which policy
is discussed.

Q How can you say he keeps you fully informed
when you did not know about this and the President read the
report and did not bother to tell you? Obviously you are
not,

MR, NESSEN: This was something that happened
in the NSC.

Q And in the Oval Office.

MR, NESSEN: Not in the Oval Office.

Q Wherever the President of the United States
read this it happened, you have direct contact with him,

and he did not bother to tell you.

Now how are we to believe that you are fully
informed?

MR, NESSEN: I think the problem is with the
NSC and not in the Oval 0ffice.,

Q But the President was aware of our interest
and he does read the transcripts.

MR, NESSEN: He does not always. Whether he did
last week, I don't know.

Q You pointed out this was brought up at least
thrze times last week. Is it conceivable he missed all three
of those transcripts?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know, Jim, whether he did
or not,
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MR. NESSEN: I don't know, Jim, whether he did
or not.

Q Ron, what was his reaction when you brought
it up to him, that you had been cut out of information that
you should have had?

MR. NESSEN: I think that is something we will be
working on here,

Q Ron, did Scowcroft deliver the copy to the
President personally or did he send it through Cheney's
office?

MR, NESSEN: Delivered it personally.

Q Did the President indicate he would personally
get involved in trying to determine why you were not
informed by the NSC?

MR. NESSEN: I think I can work that out myself,
Phil.

Q So he is not going to get invclved?
MR, NESSEN: He 1is aware of the problem.

Q Ron, you said twice this is not going to
happen again. Have you been given assurances by the NSC?

MR. NESSEN: It is going to get worked out and
it will not happen again.

Q Ron, did you have a standing request to the
NSC and anybody else concerned that you wanted to be
informed if a report arrived and about what happened to it
after that, or did people just sort of have to assume you
wanted to know that?

MR, NESSEN: No. I think the NSC was fully
aware of my interest and your interest.

Q Does the President still regard this report
as a private communication from a private citizen,
private tourist,to the Secretary of State?

MR. NESSEN: Yes,with the proviso that, obviously,
it is a private citizen who has had a unique experience
and who has a unique background.
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Q Ron, are you saying the NSC deliberately
withheld this information from you?

MR. NESSEN: Well, rather than make any kind of
judgment, the fact is that they knew of my interest and
did not let me know when the report came.

Q In the chronology I missed when you found
out., Did you find out in Time Magazine last night or
this morning?

MR. NESSEN: I don't want to go into when I
found out.

Q Is this the way you found out?

MR. NESSEN: I don't want to go into when I found
out,

Q I would like to go a little deeper,if I might,
into your relations as Press Secretary with the NSC because,
as Phil pointed out, there have been two documented examples.
However, earlier in your tenure as Press Secretary in
Palm Springs, based on information you said you had received
from the NSC, you made a statement about negotiations with
the North Vietnamese that you later had to completely
change and revise. At that time you indicated both
publicly and privately that you were quite unhappy with the
NSC, NSC staff. So this is a third instance.

In this particular instance you were not kept
informed, you were misinformed, or so you said at the
time., What are your relations with the NSC? Why are these
things happenirg now to you as Press Secretary and what are
you trying to do about it? Do you have some kind of
difficulty or poison or problem in your relations with the
NSC or what?

MR, NESSEN: Jim, I think I would like to work
out my relationship with the NSC myself and not make it a
matter of public discussion here today.

Q Let me ask you the question this way. Based
on the incident in Palm Springs and now this incident,
do you acknowledge you are having difficulties with the
NSC?

MR. NESSEN: I think I am not going to go into
that today at this briefing.
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] I have a non-N3C question, I asked twice
last week about this. The first time you indicated that
you had not checked with the State Department. The second
+*ime -~ which I still believe was on Friday -- I asked you
if specifically had you asked ths State Department if it
had arrived and your answer was yes.

MR, NESSEN: I checked the transcripts for last
wesk and it did not come up on Friday at all, Howard.
It came up on Thursday at which time I said I can speak
for the White House but I could not speak for the State
Lepartment.

Q I asked you if you had asked the State
Lepartment press people and you said yes.

MR, NESSEN: I don't think I did. The transcript
doeen't show that.

Q Ron, when you talk about the NSC you use these
initials but who is at the NSC? Is it Brent Scowcroft
vho purposely kept it from you?

MR, NESSEN: Annie, I am going to work cut my
relaticnship with the NSC myself.

Q But the NSC is pecple -- who is at the NSC?

MR, NESSEN: I think that is an internal matter
within the White House which we are working out.

Q Ron, the liaison with the HSC -~ was
Margy aware of this?

MR. NESSEN: Phil, as I say, I am not going to
answer any questions on my relationship with the NSC
Pecause it is in the process of being resolved.

Q Ron, had the report already been returned
vy the time you found out that they had been here?

MR. NESSEN: I am not going to go into that, Ted.
Q Was it Mr, Nixon's idea that the report be
given such limited circulation or was it the Secretary's

or the President's?

MR. NESSEN: Mary, he only sent two copies and one
was addressed to Henry and one was addressed to the President.
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Q Ron, was this a deliberate attempt by the
NSC to keep the report secret? Would you say it was not
or would you deny that or how would you describe that?

MR. NESSEN: On the one hand, I don't know
why they would want to keep it secret.

Q But, it does look as if they didn't do it?

MR. NESSEN: I am not going to make any
judgment.

Q Did the former President give you a time
limit on this, when he wanted it back?

MR, NESSEN: No, he did not, as far as I know,

Q Did this report contain information the
President was not aware of before?

MR. NESSEN: There again, Jim was asking me to
characterize the thing. I think it would be fair to say
the report did not contain any startling new information.

Q Did Mr. Nixon request that the contents
of the report be made public?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know the answer to that.

Q The statement about no startling information
must come from the President since you did not see the
report and the President was the only one who saw it,or
Scowcroft, Is that right?

MR, NESSEN: Right.
Q So who said it, Ford?
MR. NESSEN: Both.

Q Ron, as you know, there was a Time report
that indicated that Nixon said the reason he was invited
was because the Chinese wanted to indicate their interest
in having the United States continue to play a role in
Asia., I know you have not read the report, but based on
your conversations of this morning, would you say that is
a correct statement?

MR. NESSEN: I don't want to characterize it any
further, John. Since I have not read it, it wouldn't be
fair to characterize it.
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Q But have you heard anyone make that
statement?

MR, NESSEN: T told you just about everything I
know about the report.

Q May I ask one other question. Apparently
the Nixon report has not been the subject at the morning
staff meetings, is that correct?

MR. NESSEN: That is correct.

Q Or you would have heard about it?
MR. NESSEN: You mean last week?

Q Yes.,

MR, NESSEN: That.is true. It did not come up
last week., Do you mean at the senior staff meeting?

Q Yes.

MR, NESSEN: That is right, it did not come up
at the senior staff meeting, and it did not come up at
my meetings with the President because I was relying on
the NSC to let me know when it arrived.

Q Does Scowecroft attend those meetings every
day, or almost every day?

MR. NESSEN: Which ones?

Q The senior staff meetings, and you have
given us a chronology as to when this report was
received, when it was given to the President, when it was
given to Ford, and the fact that Scowecroft had it to begin
with. Are you saying to us throughout the morning senior
staff meetings all last week Scowcroft never mentioned in
those meetings that this report had come in from Nixon?
Is that correct?

MR. NESSEN: That is correct.

Q Then how in the werld ¢an you see anything
here but an effort by the NSC to keep this report quiet,
to keep it secret? What other reason would he have had?

MR. NESSEN: I am not going to make any judgments
on the NSC's motives,
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Q Nevertheless, for fully a week Scowcroft
kept the existence of this report secret from the rest
of the senior staff of the White House, is that correct?

MR, NESSEN: He did not bring it up at the senior
staff meeting.

Q Do you know whether he told any other
senior staff informally that it had come in?

MR. NESSEN: The only four people I know who
have read the report are the ones I mentioned.

Q I don't mean read it, but did Scowcroft
tell senior staff members, okay, we have the report in
from Nixon?

MR,NESSEN: I don't know, Jim.

Q Does the President still have full confidence
in General Scowcrof+t?

MR. NESSEN: Why do you ask that question?
Q Beczuse of all the previous questions.

MR. NESSEN: I don't understand how your
question arises,

Q He apparently withheld some information
from you, for one thing.

MR. NESSEN: I think I have said fairly clearly
that is going to be resolved and not happen again.

Q Does the President still have full confidence
in him?

MR. NESSEN: Since I feel the question grows out
of rothing I am not going to ~=- the answer is obviously
yes == but I don't know why the President needs to
reaffirm his confidence in Brent this morning.

Q Ron, I am somewhat puzzled here because
the President has not personally gotten involved in making
sure this does not happen again. It is his Administration
and this comes off as not looking like the Administration
wanted to be totally honest and totally candid on this.

MR. NESSEN: I don't agree with that, Phil.

MORE #4463
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Q Isn't he concerned about the image of this
whole thing; ‘the fact that you were not told about it?

MR, NESSEN: Again, those kinds of internal
workings are being resolved, but I don't know what you
mean about making the Administration look bad., As I have
said before, this particular issue seems to be of much
more concern with you than it is here, but on the
question of my knowledge, which I think is quite high,
with some holes, that is going to be resolved.

Q Do you know whether Cheney and Buchen were
aware the report was in the house?

MR, NESSEN: They were.
Q At what point?
MR, NESSEN: I don't know at what point,

Q Did you get the impression, Ron, this was
just a communication screw~up? There is nothing
Machiavellian going on?

MR, NESSEN: There is nothing Machiavellian
going on, I know that.

Q It is just lousy staff work? Is that
basically what you are saying, you don't see anything
Machiavellian going on?

MR. NESSEN: That is a wonderful choice, between
a Machiavellian plot or a staff screw-up. Let's see now
which one. Are those the only two choices?

Q That is all you get., That is it.

MR, NESSEN: I don't know those are the only
two choices,

Q The President apparently has confidence
in Scowcroft, according to you, Ron. Does Scowcroft
have confidence in you and, if he does have confidence
in you, why would he withhold this rather important,
newsworthy item from you?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know the answer to that
yvet,

Q Ron, on the whole Nixon matter, from the
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MR, NESSEN: It was not handled with the most
style and grace that I have seen around here.

Q Ron, let me carry this further, Were
Hartmann and Marsh aware the report was in the house?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know, Dave,

Q Ron, a few minutes ago you said there seemed
to be mcre importance attached to this ocut here. 1
believe that is the second or third time you characterized
it that way. I recall on the night of the New Hampshire
election the President's now acting campaign manager
referred to that as a possibility of losing -- if the
President lost the Nixon trip would be the cause. Is
it possible that Brent Scowcroft, because of the political
sensitivity of thisthing, kept it only to himself for all
this time?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know that it has any
political sensitivity. I think most of you know the post~
New Hampshire polling indicated it had zero effect in New
Hampshire,

Q It had that effect, but his campaign manager-—-
at that time deputy--thought it might have a lot of
effect.

MR. NESSEN: It turned out to be not true.

Q Ron, while the report itself was not dis=-
cussed at a senior staff meeting -~ you said that, right?

MR. NESSEN: Yes,

Q Was there a discussion at the senior staff
meeting about how to handle the report, about what to do
about it when it comes in?

MR. NESSEN: NO, there was not.

Ron, could you tell us who recommended that
Director Bush read it? Was it the President or General
Scoweroft who suggested that Bush have a look at it before
it got back?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know. I know George has
been interested in reading it.

Q But somebody had to say, okay, you can see
it. What I am interested in knowing is, wae it the
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MR, NESSEN: I don't know,
Q But he saw it in this building?
MR. NESSEN: Yes.

Q Ron, has Nixon given you any assurances
that he won't be available to talk about it and that he
is not going to talk about it while everybody here is
being very delicate about it and do you wonder about
being pre-empted by him?

MR. NESSEN: I myself haven!t talked to Nixon.
I don't know what his plans are. I don't know what you
mean by delicate about it here. I thought we sort of laid
it out pretty bluntly here,

Q I can't understand his claim on this.
He makes a report for the President, to the President.
Suddenly he gets it back.

MR, NESSEN: As I say, it does have sensitive
material in it., It is not classified because he is a
civilian and a private citizen has no classification
authority.

Q Why was it necessary to send an airplane
to get it?

MR, NESSEN: There was not any airplane sent to
get it.

Q Why did you have to send a functicnary out
‘o get this when you d4id not take it back to him this way?

MR. NESSEN: The former President . requested
that it be picked up.

Q Would it be accurate then to say as far as
you know, only four people have read the report?

MR. NESSEN: As well as the former President,
who wrote it.

Q Are you seriously suggesting no copies
have béen made of this report?

MR, NESSEN: Muriel, I talked to two of the
four people who have read teh report, and the President
said he made no Xerox or any other kind of copy, and
Brent Scowcroft said he did not make a copy. I have not
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Q Do you know if Gulley read it?
MR, NESSEN: I do not know that.

Q It helps pass the time on a long night.
(Laughter)

Q What is the President doing for the rest
of the week?

MR. NESSEN: Friday, as you know, we are going
to California, and Saturday to California, and stop in
Wisconsin on the way back.

Q You say a second day in California or part
of the second day?

MR, NESSEN: Part of the second day in California.
Q And stop in Wisconsin on the way back?

MR, NESSEN: Right,

Q Where is the stop in Wisconsin?

MR. NESSEN: We don't have that all worked out
yet,

Q Return when, Saturday night, Sunday
morning? Two nights out or one night out?

MR. NESSEN: One night out. He may have one or
two other messages to Congress this week, in addition
to the Space and Technology Message.

Q You know what on?

MR. NESSEN: Yes, but I would rather not say
it for the moment.

Q Does he have anything more to say on the
FEC new authority? 1Is it going to go down the drain or
is there any possibility of saving it?

MR, NESSEN: I think the President has said all
there is to say from his behalf, Helen, that he really
believes that this is something that should be in place
for the rest of the election and thinks the American
people look toward it as a guarantee of clean elections.
He simply urges Congress to pass a reconstitution of the
commission and an extension of the law until this election
can be conducted and then after the election look at the
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Q What is the outlook, do you know?

MR. NESSEN: I am not sure this is the place
to get the outlook from, but I think you know the
outlook.

Q Ron, in checking with the Pentagon's
helopad about the helicopter ride for which Senator
Percy tried to pay, but some unknown in the White House
turned him down, I learned that the helicopter was
waiting to pick up Senator Laxalt of Nevada.

I wonder, why does the White House provide
this helicopter for Governor Reagank campaign chairman?

MR. NESSEN: Larry is the helicopter transpor-
tation expert. He will look into it for you. I don't
know the answer, Les.

Q For the record, what is Mr. Gulley's
primary job in the White House? You characterized ..
him as a functionary, one who takes telephone calls in
liaison with former Presidents. What is his principal
job? .

MR. NESSEN: I don't mean to demean the liaison
job. It is not simply taking phone calls. He is
liaison with the widows and children of former Presidents,
as well as the former President.

Q Isn't he currently in charge of the military
operation of the White House scheduling helicopters,
planes and other military aircraft all over the world,
including scheduling of all the Presidential aircraft?

MR. NESSEN: I know that he is the ongoing
civil servant in the Office of the Military Aide.

Q Is that not considered one of the most
important jobs in the White House?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know his full breakdown
of his job description, but I know that is what he does.

Q He handles helicopters, doesn't he, Ron?
MR, NESSEN: I don't know that.

Q You are still standing by with your original
description of a functionary, though?
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Q You used that term to try to mislead us, to
try to throw us off the scent, off the track, isn't that
right?

MR, NESSEN: That is not right, Jim., I used
that term because there was a feeling it would be better
not to have Bill's name connected with that.

Q Why did you change that?

MR, NESSEN: As I said this morning, I just
thought the unnecessary mystery created was not worth
the effort.

THE PRESS: Thank you, Ron.

END (AT 12:20 P,M. EST)
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QUESTION: Mr., President, this morning a senior
official in your Administration who was speaking on background
at the time --

THE PRESIDENT: That is always very helpful. (Laught

QUESTION: Well, he has a very heavy German accent
but I guess I cannot identify him -- he was at the budget
breakfast -- talked about his telephone call to President
Nixon. He said that the White House had a plan for the
former President to report to the Administration on his China
trip, that the former President said that he had his own plan,
that he wanted to do it in writing and that when this unnamed
senior official telephoned General Scowcroft to tell him that
he would have to negotiate this difference, the former President
by the time the Scowcroft call got there President Nixon had
already called the White House and informed the White House
that he was in fact going to issue his report in writing.

Can you give us any more detail on that? Can you
tell us what the White House would have preferred that the
President is inclined to reject?

THE PRESIDENT: There were several tentative plans.
No communication had been held with him because he was in
China, but it was a very informal plan of being involved
either with Dr. Kissinger or myself but it was aborted when
the former President indicated how he wanted to handle it,
which was perfectly satisfactory with us. '

QUESTION: You would not like to give us any more
detail on it?

THE PRESIDENT: Did Henry give it to you?
QUESTION: No, he did not. (Laughter)

If I could ask just one more question while we are
on Dr. Kissinger, last weekend, Mr. President, in Illinois,
you announced the creation of a new agricultural policy headed
by Secretary Butz, which replaces two other committees, as I
recall, one chaired by Dr. Kissinger and the other co-chaired
by Dr. Kissinger. That, coupled with the stripping of his
job at the White House, it seems as though he perhaps is
losing a little influence in your Administration. Do you expect
Secretary Kissinger to be Secretary of State in November of 19767
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Q Ron, do you have any response today to what
the Congressional Budget Office said yesterday about the
President?

MR. NESSEN: Well, this is a long report that
they issued and we haven't really had time to go through
all of it, Obviously, we are pleased that they found the
economic recovery to be in progress and strong and that
they agree with the President on that.

We disagree with -~ at least after a preliminary
look at it -- the Budget Office's evaluation of the impact
of various policies on the economy. Other than that, it
will take a little more reading before we get anything
more definite.

Q Will the President be sending Congress a
letter today asking for approval of the sale of C-130s
to Egypt?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know. I will have to check,
Frank, and see.

Q We will be told, won't we, if he sends
that letter?

MR, NESSEN: I am sure you will be, yes.

Q Has the White House been notified if the
State Department has a report from former President Nixon
on his visit to China?

MR. NESSEN: As far as I know, it hasn't come yet.

Q You may have been asked this yesterday,
but who has to clear Bo Callaway before he can return? Does
he have to wait until the Senate hearings are over, or
does he just have to wait until after the Justice
Department investigation and others that may take place
are completed?

MR. NESSEN: I don't have a specific answer to
that, Fred, but I think what we said Saturday was when
the matter was resolved.

Q My question is, is it resolved after those
investigations or do you have to wait for the Senate
hearings to be completed?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know. I will check.

Q Administration sources are being quoted
as saying -- unidentified -- that he won't be back under
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Q I wonder if the President shares that
view?

MR. NESSEN: I will check for you, Russ.

Q On another foreign policy, or at least an
international matter, is it your understanding that the
Rambouillet agreement prevents or prohibits any intervention
by the United States to support the British pound, the
Italian lira or the French franc, or is it your understanding
that the Rambouillet conference == also, the Jamaica agree-
ment -- would permit such support by the United States?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know enough about that
subject, Jim, to take on th t question.

Q Has there been, as reported, some inter=-
vention by the Fed to support at least the lira?

MR. NESSEN: I just don't know enough about that
subject, Jim.

Q On yet another international matter, has the
White House yet seen any of the written report from former
President Nixon on his trip to China?

MR. NESSEN: No.

Q I would like to ask a Nixon question, also,
It stems from the Nixon responses to the Church interrogatories
in which at one point the former President says that the
sovereign power of the President permits actions which, if
taken by other persons, might be construed or considered as
illegal.,

Does President Ford agree with that definition
of the sovereign power of the Presidency?

MR, NESSEN: He answered that question on Saturday,
and I will get you the transcript of what he said, Jim.
Essentially, the answer was no, the people are sovereign
and not the President.

Q I wasn't on that trip. Was that at the
last Q and A session?

MR. NESSEN: I think it was at the school.
Q It was NINA,

MR. NESSEN: Was that Wheaton College?
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Barbara Walters had a TODAY show exclusive on Nixon's trip:

Said that the former President and Mrs. Nixon had been invited
by the People's Republicx to visit there later this month, They
had accepted., The date would be either Feb. 19 or Feb. 21,

The representative of the Peoples Rmpublic liasion office
visited the White House yesterday to inform the President,

The Chinese will send a Chinse aircraft to Southern California
amx x exxrrx to pick up Nixon and return him to Southern California.
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(RICHARD NIXCN)

WASHINGTUN CUPI) -- RICHARD NIXON, W40 RTTURNED FRO¥ A NINT-DAY
VISIT To CHINA MONDAY, HAS BTSN INVITED TO VISIT I3AN LATER T4lo ::)
YEAR, WUYSN'S WZAR DAILY REPORTED TODAY.

THE NEASPAPEIR QUGTED SJURCES A5 SAYINE IRANIAN AYRASSADOR 42DESUIR
ZauE3] TXTENDSD "A SPECIAL VIP INVITATION™ TO NIXOn DURING A RN
TRIF HE ¥ADE TJ CALIFURNIA.

3ARSARA YACGREEOR, WIFE OF FORYER REP. CLARY MAGSRIGOR, -71xi.,
TOLD THE NEWSPAPER ZAMEDI ToLD HLR BT & P43TY 4T vas Plan i.g 10
YISIT NIXJd IN CALIFORNIA LAST “ONTH.

ZAKEDI'S suCIAL STCRITAIY AT THZ IRANIAN T¥2ASSY ToL WD
NTJSPAPIR TUAT “AT TH® YOYENT THERE IS NO INVITATION.”

UPI 33-23 31341 PES .









MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

NIXON/CHINA

1. Did the People's Republic liasion office representative come to
the White House yesterday? What time? Did he see the President?
Who else did he see? What wa# contained in message about Nixon's
trip? Why wesn't+ pregsfold ?

¢ 2. Did the President and Nixon talk personally aboat the trip ?
If so, by what means did they communicate, Have they talked by
telephone over the past few months? If so, how many times?

; A - Fot g pre Seut
3. Does Nixon still get the intelligence reports y what me ns’?
4. Will Nixon receive any State Department erﬁngs%ore
trip? Will any U, S. officials accompany him?

5. Wil-Nirxon-telkeany messages? Willhe hring any back? - M

2/:

F

', 6. Does the President plan to confer with Nixon prior to the tr1pgb\M

7. Will any government money -- icaidiiiiaie~ be used in the Ni%on

trip?

8. Does Nixon plan any other stops enroute;\( 2 l

9. Did Nixon receive a special report -- other than the intelligence
*briefing he regularly gets -- on the Ford China trip? Any secret
information that was not given to the public?

10. Have Nixon and Kissinger talked recently?m7 M &_C&___
e fﬁ4 K

Ph
@rll. Give me a bhradx break-down on Nixon's pensionk, “ ‘

N <L
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NIXON QUESTIONS

FROM: JIM SHUMAN

When did-the President first-hear of the propdsed ¢rip? (Full-details of process)
What was his reaction  (full details of what he said, who he called, etc.)
Have the President and the former President talked?
Wash there any previous indication in any conversation they may have
held that RN would be going to China?
Wil¥,theuCIA. State Department or saay other government agency or official
brtet RN before he goes? De=brief when he returns?
Hho, -in-addition _to Mrs. Nixon, will accempany irim?
Who will pay his expenses? The expenses of those accompanying him?
Will the Chinese plane be granted permission to land at Camp Pendleton?
Will RN make any other stops enroute?
Where will he stay in Peking? (U.S. Consulate or any other U.S. facility)

What involvement do U.S. officials have in the trip? (Planning, visas, etc)
p———— 24
—

s | —

kkhhkkk

\’ﬁ;;t will be the political effect of the trip, coming as it does just
before the New Hampshire primary?
‘ /[jtis this an overture to appointing Nixon Ambassador, or any other diplomatic
post in China either before or after the general election?
Does the President approve of the trip? L?I:/D
Is this part of a high level comnspiracy to est the Republican nomination
from President Ford? i 3
How come Nixon can go to China when he can't come to Washington for
court appearances?

VVBRAN

2-6-76



T UESTIONS ON NIXON TRIP

1l)=fis the President concerned abouft the political effedcts of the
Ni.xon trig---parttcularly in New Hampshilkre's primary? Won't
he President's authority as a world leader?

2) Why‘ﬁ"n't the aag%a &%tt%w :ﬁm““‘?ﬁﬁ?

3) 1Is this some sort of a deal work out to help rehabilitate Nixon?
To make him look better? e Did the President and the Chinese
leaders talk aboujt the Nixon trip du ring P“esident Ford's visit? Ir

not, why not? /L @4— v‘”‘,"” T
‘A«(?'-: i 4

Q#) After the Chima trip, will Ni.xon be asked to campaign for the
President ? Wouldn't Ni.xon be an asset in the campaign?

3

5)
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Februvary 6, 19272 (Vashninsion Dimz)
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The historic visit tc China rode by Presgidcent Hichard

32 PR W LU A ] . > & o L : .
Hizon of the United States of America arnd ¥Mrs., Rizon and

3 e e

the issuvance of the Joint Cormmunicue by Chire and the Unitea
tates in 1972 heve played a sigrificent role in improvirng
ino-U.S. relations., ©The Chinece wide and former President

Nixcn both censider that a revisit to China by nirm vill be

appropriate. The Covernzent of the Feople's Hevublilce of

-

<. :
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China hes sextended en invitatiorn to himr and Xrs. Hizon to

[
0

o

revisit Chinz on February 21, 1976, the fourth anmiversary

.

of their first visit., They have accepted the invitation



Q AND A ON NIXON TRIP TO CIIINA

Background

Former President and Mrs, Nixon have been invited to visit
the PRC on February 21, the fourth anniversary of Nixon's first
trip to China. This will be announced at 8 a.m. (Washington time)
Friday, February 6 from Peking and San Clemente., There will
be no announcemecnt from the White House,

Ambassador Han Hsu from the Liaison Office deliveréd the
attached announcement to General Scowceroft, at 3 p.m, Thursday,
February 5. We had no notice prior to that from either the Chinese
or San Clemente, Former President Nizxon phoned President Ford
Thursday afternoon to inform him of the invitation,

We will want to indicate that as with other private visits of
prominent Americar:s, it was arranged between the PRC and the

former President,

e als e P
pxd L e <

0Q: Were President Ford or Dr., Kissinger informed about this before-
hand? How, and when was the President informed?

A Yes, President Ford was informed about the PRC's invitaticn to
former President Nixon on Thursday afternoon. Representatives
of the PRC Liaison Office notified the White House and

Mr, Nixon also called the President,
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Wasg the trip discussed during Ford's teip to China? Did the US
Goverrment work on any of the details?

This is a completely private visit arranged entirvely between the
PRC and former President Nixon., It was not discussed during
President Ford's trip to Peking,

What will the Chinese and Nixon discuss? Will he carry a
message from Pregident Ford to the Chinese?

As this is a private visit, all arrangements will be made between
the Chinese and the former President,

What does this mean for US-Chinese relations., Is this some kind
of signal to the US? What does the USG think of this?

%‘W.»R&eﬁduui MNixomwasresponsiblefor therespening of

our relationship with the Peoples Republic,

are aware, the Chinese have fhvited ma

private and official

delegations of Americaiis to visit the PRC and webave hosted

many Chinese g¥oups in this country. 7This visit, by th

is a reilection of this increased contact and commuliga-




NIXON CHINA TRIP

What effect, if any, will this demonstration by China
have on detente and our relationships with Russia?

Ger=refstions with Soviet Union are separate afid are

based on our perceptions ational interest

and-the interest of easing tensions-inthe worl

We do not consider that the former President's

visit will affect detente,



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Does Nixon still get the intelligence reports? By what
means?

Yes, they are sent telegraphically through government
wires.

How often does the former President receive the intelligence
briefings?

Mr. Nixon receives routine intelligence briefings from the
White House‘& ey are authorized by President Ford and an<-

extended as a courtesy to Mr. Nixon as a former President,
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

Doe s Nixon plan any other stops enroute?

S\Z'ou will have to ask him.



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Does the President plan to confer with Nixon prior
to the td p?

A, Other than the phone call 2/5, we know of no lans
Wss
for additional contact. LA 2 5 - 54/ fn,,_
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

Does the fact that China is openly demonstrating its
official admiration for Richard Nixon and his past
policies have any impact on Gerald R. Foxd --
either personally or officially.

We wouldn't speculate on that, but we fail to see why

the former President's visit would have the impact

you mention,



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Did Julie and David help lay the groundwork for this
visit when they were in China?

You'll have to ask them, but you will recall that the
Chinese extended an invitation to the formesr President
to visit China at the time of the Eisenhower visit.

[Eisenhower-Mao readout attached. ]
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1, £ Jan 76 AS , INDERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

The narration accoupanying the film 45 as follows: "On the evening of 31 December

1975, Chairman lMeo Tsetung mel with Julie ilixon Eisenhower, daughter of former U,S,
President Richard MNixon, and her husband David Eisenhowver. Julie first conveyed to
Chairman ijao her father's regards, She said:s 'It is an honor that I have the opnor-
tunity to convey to Chairman Mao perscnally my father's regards., Iy varcnts are deeply
impressed by their visit to Cnina in 1972.' David also gave Chairman iiao the regards

of his family. Chairman ijao conversed with then in a cordial and friendly atwosphere,
Also present at the meeting wcre ?orcign inister Chiao Huan-hua, chiefl 1i

cer Huang Chen, Vice Forelipgn Hinister Vang Kai-jung and others, After the conversation,
Chairman Mao asked them to give his rezards to Richard Hixon and said that he would
welconme arother visit to China by Mr. Nixon."

aison offi-

SOVIET UNION

NCHIA COMMENTS ON SOVIET ARMS BUILDUP SINCE 1963 v -
Peking NCIA in English 1705 GMT 3 Jan 76 oW
[Commentary by NCWA correspondent: "After Signing the Tripartite Treaty...."]

[Text] Peking, Januery 3, 197¢ (HSINHUA)}--The Soviet Union and the -United States,
draving Britain in, signed 2 tripartite "partial nuclear test-ban treaty” in fugust
1963. This was wvhat Xhrushchev described as a "masterstroke." To Khrushchev and his
like, this troaty marked "a {turning point in history" and "had blazed a path for man-
kind towards the compleve prevention of atomic and hydrogen calamities, ™ That is to
say, with this treaty, Xhrushchev and his fcllowers are able to 1y to a "jeuelled
palace in elfland’s nills”--a world without wecapons, without arncd fdrces and without
WaATrs, N
Between the 50's and the CO's, the national liberation movements in Asia, Africa and
atin America were surging vigorously forward, and in particular, the flames of armed
struggles were raging furiously. It was true indeed that zunfire licked the heavens
and shells pitted the eerth, Khrushchev then hegan to suffer from She Sorhid fear
of fire,” An epigran of his reac: Y, ,any smell 'leocal war! might spark off the
conflagration of a world war.," jjeanvhile, the development of nuclear-missile weapons
made him hauntingly dread nuclear arms. He ruiterec that any modern war "vill destroy
(referring to mankind) Hoah!s Ari--the globe."” Like a coward sparrow, Knrushchev uas
apparently scared out of his wils by revolution and war. Hence hic conciusion: “Vhat
is the use of principles if one's head is chopped off?" Ke, therefore, cast to She
winds all the revolutionary principles of Mariism-ILeninism and vas bent on cseeking his
Jeuelled palace in elfland's hills--a world uwithout wveapons, uit.out araed forces and
without wars, to devour his goulash,

Hevertheless, history it merciless. Ihrushehev vanished without catching a glimpse of
such a world. Twelve years have passed sinece the signing of the trivartite trealy, yes
2 vorld wilnout wieapons, ulthout armed forces and without wars hes vecome usterly

visionary, Instead, the supernowvers! arme and armies have bheen expanded and theudanger
of a na2vy torlid var loous larze. The national liberati

o

on war, houever, has ncever ceased.

~
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I. 6 Jan 76 A5 , INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

The narration accompanying the £ilm i{s as follows: "0On the evening of 31 December
1975, Chairman Mao Tsetung met with Julie Hixon fisenhower, daughter of former U,S,
President Richard Nixon, and her husbvand David Eisenhiower, Julie first conveyed to
Chairman Mao her father'!s regaréds. She said:y 'I% is an honor that I have the opnor-
tunity to convey to Chairman Mao personally my father's regards, My parcents are deeply
impressed by their visit to China in 1972.' David also gave Chairman jao the regards

of his family. Chairman Hao conversed with then in a cordial and friendly atwmospherc.
Also present at the meeting wore Foroi@n Hinister Chiao Huan-hua, chief liaison offi-
cer Huaany Chen, Vice Foreign jlinister Wang Hai-jung and others, After the conversation,
Chairman Moo asked them to give his regards fo Richard Hixon and said that he would
welcone another visit to China by Mr. Nixon,"

) ’ SOVIET WTION
NCIIA COMMENTS ON SOVIET ARMS BUILDUP SINCE 1963 ' ’ ~
Peking NCHA in English 1705 GMT 3 Jan 76 QW
[Commentary by HCHA correspondent: "After Signing the Tripartite Treaty...."]

frext] Peking, Jamuzry 3, 1976 (HSINHUA)--The Soviet Union and the -United States,
drawing Britain in, signed a tripartite "partial nuclear test-ban treaty" in August
1963, This was what XKhrushchev deseribed as a “masterstroke.” To ¥hrushchev and his
like, this treaty marked "a turning voint in history" and "had blazed a path for man-
kind towards the complete prevenilon of atomic and hydrogen calamities. ™ That is to
say, with this treaty, Xhrushchev and his followers are able to fly to a "jewelled
palacs in clfland’s hills--a world withoub weapons, without ammed forces and without
WArsS.

Between the 50!'s and the &0's, the national liberation movements in Asia, Africa and
Iatin America were surging vigorously forward, and in particular, the flames of armed
struggles were raging furiously. It was Urue indeed that zunfire licked the heavens
and shells pitted the earth. Khrushchev then began to suffer from the Yorbid fear
of fire,” An epigran ol his read: W, ,.any 572ll floeal war! night spark off the
eonflagration of a weorld war."” ileanwhile, the develonment of nuclear-missile weazpons
made him hauntingly dread nuelear arms, He multered that any modern war “will &e%trov
{referring to manking) ¥oah!s Ari~--the glove.” Like a coward sparrow, Xhrushchev wasv
apparently scared out of his wits by revolution and war, Hence hic coneclusicn: ™Mrat
is the use of principles if one's head is chopped of?" He, therafore, cast 2o “he
winds all the revolutionary principles of Marxism-ILeninism and ves bHent on geelking his
Jevelled palace in elfland's nills--a werld without weapons, vibt.ous apaed forces and
Wwithout wars, to devour his goulash.

Heveriheless, history ic mereiless. Ehrusichev vanished without eatching a glimpse of
such @ world., Twelve years have passed since Che signing of the trivartite Lrealy, yetb
2 world uithout weapens, without armed forces and withoubd wars has vecoae utterly
visionary, Instead, ine superpowers! arms and armies have been expanded and She danger
of a n2w world war loows larze. ©he netional liberation war, however, has never ceased

.
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Have Nixon and Kissinger talked recently?

A, (They met in San Clemente when HAK was in California,

on Monday. ) 7
/



NIXON CHINA TRIP

How many Americans have visited China since 19717

Although it is impossible to pin down, we estimate that

a total of ten thousand Americans, both private and
delegations have visited the PRC gince 1971. Of those’é
official delegations probably constitute less than 20 percent

of that total,

Since 1971 there have been a total of 34 official facilitated

delegations to the People's Republic constituting roughly

500 people.



NIXON CHINA TR P

Did the Bush meeting this morning have anything to
do with the Nixon trip?

The Bush meeting was planned before we knew about the

Nixon trip.

Well, was the visit discussed at the meeting this nqérning?
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Will Nixon receive any State Department breifinge before the
trip? Will any U.S officials accompany hirn?

; P i)
A, Ne¥ conriently ikl



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Will any government money or aircraft be used in
the Nixon trip?
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Did the President and Nixon talk personally about the trip?
If so, by what means did they communicate. Have they talked
by telephone over the past few months? If so, how many times?

A Ré’iwwv Call  5irz - 5/ 7. L hovs



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Did Nixon receive a special report -~ other than the
intelligence briefing he regularly gets -- on the ¥Foxrd
China trip? Any secret information that was not given
to the public?

N o,



E2 400 i | 'x"‘l T e LAE S ] [ y " . .y
T X ez %20 8 e, Friday

&S]

kia | - "'("
..a.u.»s/\/ ol .,J.m.;

The historic visit to China mede by Presicent Richard

Hizon of the United States of Americe and ¥rs. Lizon and

p A

the dissvance ¢f the Joint Comrmunicue by Caire andé the Uni
States in 1672 have played a sigrificent role in iuproving
Sino-U.S5. relations. The Chincce gide and former rresicdent

it to China by nim vwill be

+/

=4
-
M
]
o3
o’
e}
-
vy
@]
Q
o3
n
de
jo
)
[
*+
jo3
48]
ot
oy
’”ﬁ
4
P
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of their first visit. They have accepted ke invitation
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O AND A ON NIXON TRIP TO CHINA

Bockground

Former President and Mrs. Nixon have been invited {o visit
the PRC on February 21, the fourth anniversary of Nixon's first
trip to China, This will be announced at 8 a,m. (Washington time)
Friday, February 6 from Peking and San Clemecnte. There will
be no announcement from the White House,

Ambassador IHan Hsu from the I.daison Office deliver(;d the
attached announcement to General Scowceroft, at 3 p.m, Thursday,
February 5. We had no notice prior to that from either the Chinese
or San Clemente. Former President Nixon phoned President Ford
Thursday aflternoon to inform him of the invitation,

We will want to indicate that as with other private visits of
prominent Amcrxcanw it was arranged between the TRC and the

former President,

«s Al afe o
=2 b X4 ES

Q: Were President Ford or Dr. Kissinger informed about this before-
hand? Iow, and when was the President informed?

A Yes, President Ford was informed about the PRC's invitation to
former President Nixon on Thursday afternoon. Representatives
of the PRC ILiaison Office notified the White House and

Mr, Nixon also called the President,
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Was the trip discussed duriung Ford's trip to China? I2id the US
Government work on any of the details?

This is a completely private visit arranged entirely between the
PRC and former President Nixon, It was not discussed during
President Ford's trip to Peking.

What will the Chincese and Nixon discuss? Will he carry a
message from Precident Ford to the Chinese?

As this is a privatc visit, all arrangements will be made between
the Chinese and the former President.

What does this mean for US-Chinese relations. Is this some kind
of signal to the US? What does the USG think of this?

Former President Nixon was rcesponsible for the reopening of
our relationship with the Peoples Republic. One aspect of our
developing rclationship is the opportunity for both sides to
benefit by incr?ascd exchanges and contacts which foster a
better understanding bétween our respective countries, As you
are aware, the Chinese have invited many private and official
delegations of Americans to visit the PRC and we have hosted
many Chinese groups in this country. This visit, by the

Nixong, is a reilec tion of this increased contact and communica-

tion.



NIXON CHINA TRIP

What effect, if any, will this demonstration by China
have on detente and our relationships with Russia?
Qur relations with Soviet Union are separate and are
based on our perceptions of our national interest
and the interest of easing tensions in the world.

We do not consider that the former President's

visit will affect detente,



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Does Nixon still get the intelligence reports? By what
means?

Yes, they are sent telegraphically through government

wires,

How often does the former President receive the intelligence

briefings?

Mr. Nixon receives routine intelligence briefings from the
-

White House they are authorized by President Ford and arm<-

extended as a courtesy to Mr. Nixon as a former President.



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Dee s Nixon plan any other stops enroute?

A.  You will have to ask him.
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

Does the President plan to confer with Nixon prior
to the td p?

Other than the phone call 2/5, we know of no plans

for additional contact,



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Does the fact that China is openly demonstrating its
official admiration for Richard Nixon and his past
policies have any impact on Gerald R. Ford --
either personally or officially.

We wouldn't speculate on that, but we fail to see why

the former President's visit would have the impact

you mention,



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Did Julie and David help lay the groundwork for this
visit when they were in China?

You'll have to ask them, but you will recall that the

Chinese extended an invitation to the former President
to vigit China at the time of the Eisenhower vigit,

[Eisenhower-Mao readout attached. ]
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I. 6 Jan 76 AS _ INTERNATIONAL AFFATAS

The narration acconpanying the film isas follous "on the evening of 31 December

1975, Chairman lao Tsetuns met with Julie ilixon Zisenhover, dauvghter of former U,S,
President Richard Nixon, and her husband David Eisenhower, Julie first conveyed to
Chairman [fac her father's repards. She said:s 'I¢ is an henor that I have the oppor-
tunity to convey to Chairman Mao personzlly ny father's regards. My parents are deeply
impressed by thoeir visit to Cnina in 1972,' David also gave Chairman iiao the regards
of his fomily. Chairman ao conversed with then in a cordial and friendly atmosphere,
Also present at the meeting wore Yoreign Hinister Chiao Kuan-hua, chief liaison offi-
cer Huang Chen, Viece Foreign lHinister Vang Hai-Jung and others. {ter the conversation,
Chairman Mao asked them to give his regards to Riehard Hixon and saild that he would
welcome another visit to China by Mr. Nixon,®

SOVIET UNION
HCIA COMMENTS ON SOVXEf ARMS BUILDUP SINCE 1963 : ~
Peking NKGIA in English 1705 GMT 3 Jan 76 QU
[Commentary by NCHA correspondent: 7“After Signing the Tripartite Treaty...."]

fText] Peking, Jamuary 3, 197% (HSIKIWA)--The Soviet Union and the -United States,
drawing Britain in, signed a tripvartite "partial ruclear test-ban treaty® in August
1963. This was vhat XKhrushchev described as a “masterstroke.” fTo Xhrushechev and his
like, this troaty marked "a turning point in history"” and "had blazed a path for man-
kind towards the compleie prevention of atemic and hydrogen calanities,” Tha:t is to
say, vith this treaty, hrushchev and his followers are able to 71y to a "jewelleg
palace in eifland's hills‘--a world withous weapons, without amied forces and 1ithout
WAISe

. Between the 50's and the £0's, the national liberation movements in Asia, Africa and
tin Armerica were surging vigorocusly forward, and in particular, the flames of armed
struggles vere raging furicusly. It was true indeed that gunfire licked tho heavens

R

and shells pitted the carth. EKhrushchev Lien began bo suffer fron the ‘Tworbid fesr
of Tire, ™ An epigran ol pis read: %, .any small Tlocal war! might spark off the

D
conflagration of a world war." jieanwhile, the development of nuclear-missile weapons
made him hauntingly dread nuclear arms., He rmitered that any modern war "will destroy
{referring to mankind) Hoah's Aric--the globe., " Like a coward sparrow, Khrushchev was
apparently scared out of his witls by revolution and war. Hence hic conelusicn: “vhat

is the use of principles if one's head is chopped ofi?" ¥e, therzfore, cast o %he

vwinds all the revolutionary principles of Marxism-ILeninism and va2s Lent on geeling his
Jeuclled palace in ellland’s hills--2 world without wveapons, uiliou: amed forces and
without wars, to devour his goulash,

Hevertheless, Listory ic morciless, ¥hrushchev vanished without catching a glimpse of

such a world. Twelve years have vassed sinee the signing of the trivariice Srealy, yes

a vorld uithout weapens, withoui armed forces and without wars Ias become ubbterly

visionary, Inste
e

ac, ¢he superpouwers! ars and armies have been expanded and the dens
of a n2w vorld var

¢
pons large. The nalional liberation war, however, has never ceased,



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Have Nixon and Kissinger talked recently?
A, They met in San Clemente when HAK was in California,
on Monday.
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

How many Amervricans have visited China since 19717

Although it is impossible to pin down, we estimate that

a total of ten thousand Americans, both private and
delegations have visited the PRC since 1971, Of those{,,
official delegations probably constitute less than 20 percent

of that total.

Since 1971 there have been a total of 34 official facilitated
delegations to the People's Republic constituting roughly

500 people.
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

Did the Bush meeting this morning have anything to
do with the Nixon trip?

The Bush meeting was planned before we knew about the

Nixon trip.

Well, was the visit discussed at the meeting this mérning?
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Q.

NIXON CHINA TRIP

Will Nixon receive any State Department breifings before the
trip? Will any U.S officials accompany him?
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NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Will any government money or aircraft be used in
the Nixon trip?



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Q. Did the President and Nixon talk personally about the trip?
If so, by what means did they communicate, Have they falked
by telephone over the past few months? If so, how many times?



NIXON CHINA TRIP

Did Nixon receive a special report -- other than the
intelligence briefing he regularly gets -~ on the Ford
China trip? Any secret information that was not given
to the public?
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NEWS CONTFTERENTCE #4449

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH RON NESSEN

AT 12:35 P,M, EST
MARCH 1, 1976

MONDAY

MR, NESSEN: For the weekend, the Preszsident will
campaign in downstate Illinocis. I don't have all the details
for you except that I believe Springfield will be the first
stop on Friday. We will leave here some time Friday morning and
go to Springfield. There will be other stops on Friday and
Saturday all in the scuthern part of Illinois,or so-called
downstate Illinois, and although many of the arrangements
have not been made yet, I think we will probably stay Friday
night in Peoria,

Q Why do you smile when you say that?
MR. NESSEN: Because it is a beautiful city.
Q Where else, pray tell, will he go?

MR. NESSEN: I don't have any other details except
it will be downstate Illinois.

Q Is he going to Chicago at all?

MR, NESSEN: I don't expect him to on this trip.

Q Do you rule out any return to Florida?

MR. NESSEN: I don't rule it out. It is a
possibility, but it will depend on the judgment of what is the
best use of the resources of the campaign.

In other words, both in terms of the money it would
cost and in terms of pulling the workers off their duties to
take part in another Presidential visit as well as the best
use of the President's time,and that decision won't be made

until later this week.

Q Ron, you said you don't expect him to, on
this trip, go to Chicago?

MR. NESSEN: Right.

MORE . #u49
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Q That leaves an inference he will go to
Chicago on another trip.

MR. NESSEN: I think there is a possibility of
another trip to Illinois.

Q When might that come about?
MR, NESSEN: There is not all that much time,
Bob, left to go before the primary. There is only one

other weekend after this weekend.

Q In view of the fact there is not that much
time, that is why I asked.

MR, NESSEN: I would think if he goes back to
Illinois it would almost certainly be the following weekend.

Q Do you anticipate the Friday and Saturday
trip to be the kind of motorcade activity that he had
in Florida on Saturday and Sunday?

MR, NESSEN: No, I don't.

Q What about overnight on Saturday? Will he
come to Washington?

MR. NESSEN: He will be home Saturday night.
Q Is this definite?
MR. NESSEN: At this moment it is, yes.

Q If he goes to Florida, will he go on Sunday
or Monday?

MR, NESSEN: It has not been decided to go yet
and, if so, when.

Q Ron, is the Bradley Union Q and A session
firm for Friday night?

MR. NESSEN: That is one of the events being
discussed.

Q Where is Bradley?

Q In Illinois.

Q Is that the extent of your announcements?

MR. NESSEN: That is the extent of my announcement.

MORE #uL9
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Q Does the White House have any reaction to
Pat Moynihan's endorsement of Henry Jackson one day after
he left the Administration?

MR. NESSEN: No.

Q No reaction whatsoever?

MR. NESSEN: No.

Q None whatsoever?

MR. NESSEN: No.’

Q Ron, has the President done anything more
about forming a possible Cabinet level committee to deal

with the foreign policy situation?

MR. NESSEN: Let me check on that. I have
forgotten to check on that.

Ed Schmults, who is in the Legal Counsel's Office,
has presented to the President a series of options of how
to pursue his interest in looking into the question of
payments to foreign officials.

So, the President has a paper of options to choose
from. As far as I know, he has not made choices yet.

Q Doyou know what those options are?
MR, NESSEN: I did not see that paper.

Q Do all those options assume that is not a
direct violation of the present law?

MR, NESSEN: You mean American law?
Q Yes.

MR. NESSEN: John, I don't know. I have not seen
the options,

. Q Ron, you said the President's trip to Southern
Illinois would not be like the motorcade thing in Florida?

MR. NESSEN: Yes,

Q What would it be like? Would it be air
stops at different places?

MR. NESSEN: It just has not been put together
yet, and I cannot give you any more details than the ones
I have given you,

MORE #uug
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Q How come you don't have any reaction to the
Moynihan endorsement?

MR, NESSEN: As I understand it, it has to
do with Democratic primary politics and I don't think the
White House would normally get into that.

Q Did the President have any conversation with
Richard Nixon yesterday?

MR. NESSEN: He did not.
Q Does he plan to have any?
MR. NESSEN: He does not.

Q Have any members of the SALT negotiating team
or the periphery of advisers threatened to resign if the
U.S. does not take a tough position?

MR. NESSEN: No, the current American negotiating
position was agreed to unanimously by all the participants
which includes State, the various elements =-- civilian and
military -- of the Pentagon, and the intelligence service.
That is the unanimous position that the United States has
advanced, unanimously agreed upon position.

Q Where does that stand now, SALT?

MR. NESSEN: It is in negotiation. Henry is
going back to Moscow at some point.

Q When?
MR. NESSEN: We have not set the date yet.

L Has former President Nixon called the White
House switchboard today?

-

MR. NESSEN: Not to my knowledge.

QDo _vou knouw uheiber hawhas.oalled the State

Department, Ron?
- ——

MR, NESSEN: I have no way of knowing, but I have
not heard That ne 31§.

Q Has the President called him?

——

MR. NESSEN: He has not.

MORE #uug
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Q Has anybody been detailed to go to San
" Clemente fo talk To #im?

MR. NESSEN: Not to my knowledge.

0 WThat was the purpose of Mr., Rumsfeld's
visit to the White House today?

MR, NESSEN: It is one of his regular two-or-
three-times-a-week meetings with the President.

Q Has he discussed any primary politics in
Illinois?

MR, NESSEN: No, the purpose of that meeting is to
deal with Don's area, which is national defense. I think
Brent sat in on the meeting with him,

Q. Mr., Mixon has not called the Precsident.
the President has not called Mr, Nixon, and there is no
plan to go to San Clemente, but Secretary Kissipger said,

' with 1 ause he was
arrying on important conversations.'" Who was going to
_%;IEXQI?E him?

NESSEM: As we have said == I think vou are
quoting Henry on something hc¢ sai
while DacKa

Q Right.
MR. NESSEMN: The situation is if the former
resident believes he ing signirican o report,
am sure he can get in touch with som ) fazeyiil e e

ar it or somebodv from the State Department
«wQuld hear his report.

Q Don't you think nine hours with a new -

leader of China, acting leader, would be something

| !. gk R
MR, NESSEN: .We have day-to-day diplomatic

Lhinese ere
: 9 E ] .
0 Are you getting that kind of information?

D@ you know about the new leadersnil 1Nl CIHig Jn

so forth?

MR, NESSEN: I am not going into details of our

daily report from ou ’ P ——

MORE #u49



Q George Bush was in Peking for a year, and
he never met Chou En-lai.

Q Ron, do the daily reports that come back
indicate the acting head of the Liaison O0ffice in Peking
has ever met the new acting ~-

MR. NESSEN: I am not going into details of
diplomatic reports from our mission there to the State
Department, to the President.

Q I would assume by your response, we have this
day-to-day liaison and Mr. Ford does not want to talk to
Mr. Nixon about the trip?

MR, NESSEN: He does not plan to.

Q I said does not want to-- doegs not think it
is necessary.

MR. NESSEN: As we have said, Phil, if the former
President feels he learned something of significance there,
I would expect him to convey it to somebody from the
State Department.

Q Would Mr. Nixon have to initiate any communi-
cation?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know what the procedure is.
You could ask the State Department.

Q Couldn't he use a friendly mediary, such as
Gerald Warren, to communicate from Mr. Nixon to the White
House or back and forth?

MR. NESSEN: There are no plans for that that I
know of.

Q Don't you think it looks a little childish
to back off and refuse to have anything to do with
information?

MR, NESSEN: I said that if he has anything
significant to report, Howard, I am sure somebody from
the State Department will hear it. Lots of private citizens
come back from trips overseas with things they feel are
significant, and there are ways for them to be heard.

Q What you are saying now, that would not
send him forward with information, running to the White
House.,

MORE #4u49



MR. NESSEN: The whole point is there is
nothing new being said here today at all., This is the
position the President has had and the White House has had
since the beginning of the Nixon trip. Nothing has
changed, in other words, today.

Q You don't know of any message from Mao?
MR, NESSEN: I don't.

Q When President Ford went to China last
December, Secretary Kissinger said it was important to keep
up the momentum of growing relations between the two. Is
it in the interest of growing relations for the current
United States Government to hawe some kind of official
contact with the current officiating people in Peking?

MR. NESSEN: Our official relations are carried
on through our Liaison Offices in Peking and Washington.

Q When will you have a new head of that office?
MR. NESSEN: Relatively soon,

Q Is the President considering any foreign trips
this year?

MR. NESSEN: None that I know of.

Q What is the reason for this particular position
that you said, "The President has had this position and
the White House has made this position clear since the
beginning of the Nixon trip to China™? What is the reason
for this position?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know what you mean, what is
the reason for this position. Nixon is a private citizen
going there at the invitation of their Government as a
private citizen, no diplomatic mission or messages. That
is the reason for the position.

Q In view of that position, Ron, was President
Ford surprised to hear that the acting leader of China gave
Mr, Nixon nine hours of his time for talks?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know if he kept track of it.
We can go around and around with that, and there is nothing
to say on Nixon today, so I think we should move on to some-
thing else.

Q Ron, Deakin asked about whether there was
any communication between former President Nixon and President
Ford and, if so, did you make any conscious effort this
morning to find out whether Mr. Nixon had called the switch=
board or are you assuming he did not?

MORE #4449
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MR. NESSEN: I made a conscious effort because
I anticipated the questions and the answer is no.

Q Ron, does the White House have any indication
that Mr. Nixon is planning any further foreign travel as a
private citizen?

MR, NESSEN: I have no way of knowing.

Q. One_would assume you also made a conscious
effort to detenmine whether there had been any contact
“between the State D ndMn, Nixon =ince hisg
return, What was the result of that inquiry?

<
MR, NESSEN: I know Dr. Kissinger does not plan
to see the former President when h In California,

but I have not taken 1t beyond that,

Q Has he been told not to see him?

MR. NESSEN: ©Not that I know of,

Q He is dust acting on his own?

gﬁ. NESSEN: As far as I know.

0 You have not gnswered myv guestion, Has
there been contact between the State Department and

Mr. Nixon?
N ——————

MR. NESSEN: Not that I know of.

Q Ron, to get back to this option paper you
mentioned at the outset, will we be told what are those
options before the President decides?

MR, NESSEN: I think you will be told what the
President decides.

Q Is there any timetable for him to decide?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know what it is. I will
have to check on it,

Q Ron, has the President made a final deter=-
mination yet as to whether the Nixon trip hurt him in New
Hampshire?

MR. NESSEN: He has not made any more determine
ation from what he said publicly last week.
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Q Ron, is the President aware of Senate
Minority Leader Scott's general endorsement of the
legislation that would cause divestiture in the oil
industry? Does he have any comment on Scott's endorse-
ment of the divestiture bill, that bill itself?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know what Senator Scott's
position is. I have tec look it up, but I don't have any
comment from the President today.

Q Where did the President get ten examiners
to shoot down to Miami, and was that a political move?

MR. NESSEN: Ten immigration examiners?
Q Yes.

MR. NESSEN: He got them from the Immigration
Service, There is a fair backlog of people waiting to have
their cases moved along. I think the Justice Department
can tell you the details of that. I don't have them,

Q Ron, I am sorry, I fail to understand if
anybody in the world had spent nine hours with the acting
Premier of the People's Republic of China, any merchant or
any scholar, I would think that this Government would want
somebody in a high official capacity to talk to this
person, whether it be former President Nixon or anybody,
nine hLours.

THE PRESS: Thank you, Ron.

END (AT 12:50 P.M. EST)

#uug





