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WCIV(TV) Charlestbn, SC., are the propetti&s directed by Mr.
Stakes.

There is, it seems to us. 2 fundamental misconception in the Na- ‘What happened here does not establish precedent. These days

tional Press Club’s survey of White House relations with the {1 isn't “‘_1“5‘-‘31 for newspapers and stations under thé.same toP
press. The survey, as reported here a week ago, aSSUMES that ownership t0 take opposmg positions on 1ocal issues or'even on
Presidents ought 10 be unfailingly candid and accessible and candidates for public office. Most newspaper oW nerships have
their press secretaries fountains of objective information to be completely separated broadcast pper_anons from their
turned on at the approach of any deadline. ewspapers with separate corporate entities in separate buildings.

Those conditions may prevail some day,but not w hile humans ings. . .
inhabit the White House. - That was not how 1t was two decades ago- While it is perhaps

The press club, as noted, has conceded that Gerald Ford and after the fact, it is now evident that whatever misgi.vig\gs govern-
his administration aré 2 welcome contrast t0 the Nixon regime ment might have had about concentrations of media in the same
which engaged in calculated efforts to manage News and dis- market have t0 @ great degree been voluntarily dispelled.
credit news media. Still, things could be much better, in the press . -
club’s eyes. A yearning is expressed for more “openness and Hardy perenma!s
candor” from the President. Ron Nessen, the press secretary, is
criticized for jgnorance in foreign affairs and inadequate Know-
Jedge of other subjects.

There is in all of this an addled idealism that ill suits profes-
sionals who are supposed 10 be telling the public what really
goes on in Washington. Journalists aré losing touch with politi-
cal realities if they begin to hope that Presidents W ill answer ev-
ery question fully or that information officers in pres'\dential
employ will suddenly begin acting like disinterested gatherers of
unadulterated news. However high minded 2 President Of his
press secretary, their perceptions of the public good will often
differ from the jouma\ists’. 1t is often the conflict between those
perceptions that makes news.

. For the National Press Club’s next study of White House news
coverage, things might usefully be turned around. How much
hard grubbing are reporters doingin the White House outside the
oval office or Mr. Nessen’s bricfing room? Is television devoting
enough time 10 the reporter’s unillustrated report, based on Now that the laughter nas subsided after the discovery that NB(
sources that ca nnot be pictured‘.’ Is the abrasiveness of questions paid «well under St million” for a corporate symbol that a stal
and answers at daily briefings distracting reporters from their § artist ran up for the Nebraska educational television networ

Television s0ap opera was discovered all over the press last
week, as though it had suddenly emerged as a new quirk on the
cultural scene. Time had a cover story of unusual length of the
whole genre. Newspapers coast to coast were full of previews of
Norman Lear’s new Mary Hartman! Mary Hartman!, starting
in Sy ndication.

if any significance can be read into this, it is that television it+
self is always 2 dependable subject for jouma\ist'\c treatment. In
3 slow news week, how better to sell magazines than with 2
cover piece headlined “Sex and Suffering in the Afternoon™?
Almost as sure-fire as that sex—and-vio\ence-'m-prime—t.ime
speech that politicians have used SO dependab\y in slow legis-

lative periods.

N for nothing

basic job of getting at the facts? while working on company time, an accommodation must t
Is the press club ready for that survey ! reached. If the Nebraska people are as smart as they seem tob
- - they will abandon their use of the logo in exchange for on® co
gtar performance cession from NBC. '

In its promotion accompanying its introduction of the nt
Washingtonians, bureaucrats and ordinary citizens alike wit- 1080, NBC asserted that Lippincott & Margulies submitted 1,0
nessed a unique demonstration of adversary jouma\ism at its designs before the N was ultimately chosen. Having already
pest at the year end. It was unusual because the opponents aie jected them, NBC would surely be willing to let the Nebra:
under the same corporate tent. educational television petwork take its pick from the discart

On Dec. 30 the Washington Starin 2 lead editorial laid iton 999. Designers we know say Nebraska couldn’t 0s€-
the govemmem, National Association of Broadcasters and the .
networks for throw ing dlocks in the path of pay television. It was
an inaccurate, outdated and inept pomayal of the existing con-
ditions, although correct in the premise that most broadcasters
oppose siphoning of programs.

Came Richa tdS. Stakas,p\'es'\dent of the Washington Star Sta-
tion Group, who also happens to be chairman of the NAB Com-
mittee on (against) Pay Television, ¥ ith an op-ed rzjoinder
using double the space occupied by the Star's eruption. It
answered the newspaper’s attack with arguments largely
familiar to all broadcasters-—-and cable operators.

The Star's new oW ner—Joe L. Allbritton—is under FCC man-
date to dispose within three years of all broadcast properties
whose ow nership involves him in violation of the commission’s

— ~eein rules. These include WMAL-AM-PM-TY Washing-
o€ eii-a Va. These, plus “Here comes & weather bulletin.”

Drawn for BROADCASTING by Jack !

Digitized from B
ox 15 of the
Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presid
. residential Library













THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO: RON NE
FROM: JIM SH
Here is the New York magagine

article. It could have been a lot
worse. In fact, it really reads
like sour grapes:'they wouldn't
talk to me, so I'll write a nasty
story.l’
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WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-RON

BY AARON LATHAM

One reporter called him “the dum-
my’s dummy.” He was referring to
President Ford’s press secretary, Ron
Nessen. Now it would seem the dum-
my’s dummy is trying to dummy up.

Nessen recently attended a cabinet
meeting on board the presidential yacht
Sequoia at which he seemed to suggest
—in informal remarks made to White
House staff members who had come
along for the ride—that the Ford White
House had become a little too open.

What Nessen reportedly said was:
“A lot of White House staff members
think they have been giving too many
interviews recently and are thinking
of turning down all requestse for a
while.”

Of course, Nessen did not come right
out and say not to talk to reporters, to
clam up and act like Nixon people, but
a lot of people seemed to get the point.

The next morning shortly after 9 A.Mm.
my telephone rang. It was Richard
Cheney’s secretary calling. Cheney is a
deputy assistant to the president. The
secretary canceled the interview I had
scheduled that afternoon at 4:30. She
added that there was not much hope
for rescheduling it anytime in the fore-

seeable future. Cheney had attended

the cabinet meeting.

The next call was from Philip Buch-
en’s secretary. He is the president’s
counsel, which means that he has the
job John Dean made famous. The sec-
retary canceled my 3:30 p.m. appoint-
ment and did not believe it could be
rescheduled. Buchen had been on
board the Sequoia. .

The next to call was Robert Hart-
mann’s secretary. He is counselor to the
president. The curious thing was that

1 didn’t even have an appointment
with him, although I had requested
one. The secretary said there was no
hope for an interview "anytime soomn.
Hartmann had been on the president’s
yacht.

The next to call was Roderick Hills,
who spoke to me himself. Hills is a
deputy counsel to the president; he is
also the husband of Carla Hills, the
new secretary of HUD. (One imagines
that they have fascinating conversa-
tions over breakfast. “Darling, I need
a half-billion for that public housing in
Chicago.” “I’m sorry, darling, but the
president has already promised that
money to Defense.”) Hills said he
could not make our 10 A.M. appoint-
ment.

I asked him why. He told me about
what Nessen had said on board the
Sequoia the night before.

All four.calls had come within fif-
teen minutes.

Peter Roussel, White House staff as-
sistant, didn’t bother to call. When 1
showed up for our appointment at the
White House at 5 .M., he just hap-
pened to be busy.

At the White House briefing that
day, 1 asked Nessen if he had told
White House staff members on board
the Sequoia that they were giving too
many interviews. He said he had not
spoken formally at the cabinet meeting,
and any informal remarks to White
House staff members were pyivate.

(And what the president’s men can
do, the vice-president’s people can do
also. Rockefeller’s staff have been told
that they must report all contact with
the press.)

The White House’s clumsy efforts at

clamming up were probably prompted
by its even more clumsy efforts -at
leaking a couple of weeks earlier. It
began in earnest in Palm Springs,
where President Ford played golf while
South Vietnam dissolved. 1t was here
that White House staff members began
telling reporters: “Kissinger’s not the
only foreign-policy adviser the presi-
dent has”; “We resent people saying
Kissinger is the only one around here
who knows anything about foreign pol-
icy”; “Ford is not a puppet on a string.”

The week before the president’s
State of the World message, the anti-
Kissinger propaganda coming out of
the White House staff escalated. A
White House staffer told Bob Schieffer,
CBS News chief White House corre-
spondent, that with this speech the
president was going to put his “own
stamp” on U.S. foreign policy. Schief-
fer was also told that there was a
movement under way in the White
House to replace Kissinger as chair-
man of the National Security Council.

When the CBS correspondent put
the story on the “Evening News,” the
White House staff proved that they con-
formed to a domino theory of their
own. Kissinger leaned on Nessen, who
leaned on a press office assistant named
Louis Thompson. In fact, Nessen fired
Thompson and let it be known that
he considered the leak taken care of.
However, Bob Schieffer swears that he
did not get the story from Thompson.
And Thompson has been quoted as
saying Nessen leaked the story himself.

If Nessen was the source, then not
only did his firing of Thompson show
a lack of candor, but so did his leaking
of the story in the first place. For Nessen
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...and this is what we've
come up with: Erwin
Pearl’s handsome link
neckchain. Sterling Silver
or goldilied, just for the
Bloomingdale Man. 16,
$17.50. 18, 20.00. 20,
22.50. 24, $27.50. Men’s
Store, Main Level, N.Y.
and alt fashion branches.
Bloomingdale’s, 1000
Third Avenue, N.Y. 10022.

orders filled. Sorry, no
C.O.D/s. Open late Mon-
day and Thursday eve-
nings.

blamingdale's/the fathers day store

355-5900. Mail and phone

"When they ask "Who's your decorator?”

~say"Me”

Y e

Tell your goggle-eyed friends you found it
yourseif at National Furniture Showrooms . . .
for a piddling $1095*. In lush, plush velvet, a sinfully
comfortable six-module conversation pit at a conversation price . . .

your choice of 30 colors! How does National do it? We don't play the
decorator’s game of “impress the client.” Qur no-frills four-floor showrooms
are filled with exciting finds at downtown prices. Come do your own exploring,
and we'll pass the decorator's discount along to you!

l\]iﬁT:lOAENAL

115 East 29th St. (Bet, Park & Lex.) « {212) MU 5-9431
Open Mon. thru Sat. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9 « Sundays 10-5 ¢ Free parking

*Delivery charges extra.
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must have known that the story about
taking the chairmanship of the NSC
away from Kissinger was (1) little
more than wishful thinking and (2)
several months old.

The talk within the White House
about finding a new chairman of the
NSC actually reached its zenith last
fall. Back then there was even a lobby-
ing effort to secure the job for Elliot
Richardson. But even last fall the
plotters knew they had little chance of
success. The White House was afraid
that if the NSC was taken away from
Kissinger, he would resign from the
government altogether. And everyone
knew that Gerald Ford was not pre-
pared to see Kissinger go.

Perhaps the stories were actually
leaked because the White House staff
knew that Ford was not likely to take
anything away from Kissinger. Perhaps
they thought unflattering stories would
prompt Kissinger to leave on his own.
After all, the White House staff had
gotten rid of Alexander Haig that way.
Maybe it would work again.

It didn’t work. Kissinger prevailed
and even handed Nessen a kind of de-
motion. The NSC chairman saw to it
that the job of briefing the press secre-
tary on NSC matters was transferred
from Leslie Jenka, a senior NSC of-
ficial, to Margaret Vanderhye, an NSC
staff assistant. Nessen’s access to in-
formation had been moved down sev-
eral pegs.

Ron Nessen reportedly tried to make
up with Kissinger by sending him a
memo saying he had solved the security
problem in the press office. Nessen has
denied sending such a memo, but many
reporters are not convinced, and have
an unpleasant sense of déja vu.

On the day of the evacuation from
Saigon, Kissinger held a news confer-
ence. After it was over, Kissinger was
halfway out the door when a reporter
caught up with him and said:

“Ron suggested we ask you why it
took so long to get the people out.”

Nessen interposed immediately, “I
didn’t suggest you ask him,” although
of course he had.

That day America had been totally
outmaneuvered in Southeast Asia, but
Ron Nessen saw no reason why he
should allow himself to be outmaneu-
vered in the White House. America’s
role in South Vietnam ended with a
flash of pettiness.

When President Ford learned of all
the jockeying on his staff, he told his
people in no uncertain terms to cut it
out. Some reports say he even pounded
the table. So Ron Nessen would seem
to be trying to reverse his course. The
leak has become the plug in the pipe.
What the White House needs now is
not plumbers but Drano. —
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A QUARTERLY REVIEW FOR JOURNALISTS BY €9 Caley Newspopnes

“I’d just like to know what in hell is happening, that’s all! I'd like to know "
what in hell is happening! Do you know what in hell is happening?”’

Drawing by Booth; © 1974
The New Yorker Magazine, Inc.
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James Cary

Mr. Ford’s Press Operation

Indications are information will be far more

available than it was during the Nixon era.

HE NEW PRESS operation at the

White House is still in transition
and does not lend itself to firm judg-
ments on its ultimate worth in trans-
mitting needed information to the
American people.

But it is not too early to note some
of the pluses and minuses and indi-
cated directions of development under
the stewardship of Press Secretary Ron
Nessen.

Nessen, 40, was appointed to the
job by President Ford on Sept. 20,
1974, and promptly pledged:

“I will never knowingly lie to the
White House press corps. | will never
knowingly mislead the White House
press corps, and, | think, if | ever do,
you would be justified in questioning
my continued usefulness in this job.”

Despite this auspicious vocal start,
Nessen had the misfortune of having
to take over after President Ford’s
popular first press secretary, Jerry
_terHorst resigned Sept. 8. TerHorst
felt he could not in good conscience
remain, being in fundamental disagree-
ment with Mr. Ford's decision to grant
a full pardon to former President
Nixon.

The upshot of this was that terHorst’s
performance during a short 30-day
tenure was inevitably compared in
favorable terms to that of his predeces-
sor, Mr. Nixon’s unpopular press sec-
retary, Ronald Ziegler, while Nessen
is being measured against terHorst.

BE THAT AS it may, a new style is
slowly emerging in the White House

James Cary is Washington Bureau
Chief for Copley News Service. This
report was written for SEMINAR in

mid-October.
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press operation, and presumably it will -

become more clear-cut as time goes
by.

MOST OF the changes are small but
useful: The daily press briefing has
been advanced from 11 a.m. to a more
realistic 11:30 a.m., although briefings
frequently do not start until noon or
later. The routine White House an-
nouncements are being made available
early, usually by 11 a.m., rather than
being held to clutter up the briefing.
Nessen, like terHorst, also is seeing
the President on a regularly scheduled
daily basis at mid-morning, insuring
an opportunity to pin down current
White House positions with the top
man and transmit them to the press.

So far Ford press conferences also
are being held on a fairly regular two
to three-week cycle. And Nessen has
improved the format by recommend-
ing newmen remain on their feet and
get in a follow-up inquiry if not satis-
fied with the President’s initial re-
sponse.

All these are pluses and in their own
way important ones. So, too, apparent-
ly, is the improved attitude of White
House aides in the wake of the terHorst
debacle. The climate that led to his
resignation was partly created by his
being misled on the imminence of a
possible pardon for Nixon —a misdirec-
tion he passed on to inquiring White
House reporters, and had to apologize
for later.

Now, the President and his staff
seem more fully apprised that they
must be accurate and precise in their
dealings with the press secretary if he
is to do his job properly.

BUT BEYOND that there are some
obvious shortcomings that appear to
be directly related to Nessen’s new-
ness on the job. He has been forced
into a position of having to juggle com-
piex news developments, particularly
on the economy, while simultaneously
reorganizing his own staff, learning the
details of how to prepare himself fully
for his daily encounter with newsmen,
and fill in gaps in his own knowledge of
White House aclivities.

There are some problems too with
his briefing style. He comes across as 2
bit cocky, has a habit of racing too
swiftly through important, newsworthy
announcements, and seems addicted
to a cryptic, barebones style that leaves
information gaps unfilled. This may be
a carryover from his preceeding 12
years as an NBC newsman, a form of
reporting in which ali the facts of a

December 1974
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news development must be com-
‘pressed into small fragments of time.

The result has been a constant bom-
bardment of appeals to slow down and
repeat important points, plus at least
one major dust-off with newsmen over
courier flights carrying briefing ma-
terials to former President Nixon and
the detailing of White House-paid
staffers to work with Mr. Nixon on
transition problems.

It would be patently unfair to make
too much of these irritations at such
an early date, or to lapse too much into
comparisons between the Nessen and
terHorst styles. TerHorst was an affable,
able, low key and highly principled
professional newsman. But his 30-day
stint as press secretary was not hurt at
alt by the fact that it was conducted
entirely during the honeymoon period
for the Ford Administration.

When that ended abruptly with the
pardoning of Mr. Nixon on Sept. 8,
terHorst stepped down. Nessen, in the
meantime, has had to make his way in
the far more contentious climate of
the post-pardon period.

Besides, experience would indicate
that terHorst’s popularity almost cer-
tainly would have subsided somewhat
as the more normal state of friction
and adversary relationship took over
between press and White House. Cer-
tainly the more argumentative, almost
hostile-type questioning of the former
Nixon-Watergate period is reappear-
ing more frequently already, indicating
it was never very far beneath the sur-
face.

NESSEN COMES across as an able
man who seriously wants to do a good
job and has at least some of the major
attributes required to do so—intelli-
gence, good professional news back-
ground, and a willingness to putin the
savagely long hours the job demands.

But he has yet to demonstrate he
has that rare type of journalistic mind
that quickly and easily fits today’s
‘topical events into the vast background
of past world and national affairs, that
he can dredge up the essential ele-
ments of that background quickly for
newsmen, and can surround the event
itself with related topical developments

SEMINAR Quarterly

elsewhere in the government.

There have been such secretaries.
Andrew Berding at the State Depart-
ment during the tenure of Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles was one.

More recently Robert McCloskey at

State was cut from much the same
cloth. James Hagerty, press secretary
to President Eisenhower, had an envi-
able reputation of being able to do the
same. And Bill Moyers, press secretary
to the late President Lyndon Johnson,
was always amazing in his ability to
field complex questions, address them
within the limits his job permitted, yet
provide newsmen with worthwhile in-
formation associated with, if not direct-
ly targeted on, their question.

in truth the White House press post
is one of the most demanding and dif-
ficult jobs in government. For the most
part it is a no-win propositicn. The

Bénjamin Shore

secretary must serve two masters, both
the President and the press. He has
responsibilities to both and those re-
sponsibilities are as often in conflict
as in harmony.

It is the knife edge in between he
must traverse constantly. But Nessen
has at least a number of things going
for him. Mr. Ford has pledged an open
administration. So far the indications
are information will be far more avail-
able than it was during the Nixon Ad-
ministration. The President too has
recognized early the absolute neces-
sity of making himself available to the
press secretary. And he has transmitted
that concept of reasonable access to
other officials in his administration.

So at least there has been movement,
an improvement in climate. And, so
far, reasonably honest effort. All the
rest is yet to come. : 24

News Leaks Are Not New

Leaks are motivated by a variety of reascns,

some innocent, some with sinister connotations.

ASHINGTON —News Jeaks. al.

ways have been an essential in-
gredient of aggressive journalism in
this city. In their most innocent form,
leaks have been called tips; when the
leak had a grand and noble national
purpose, it was called a trial balloon,
an anonymous thought sent floating
over Washington to see who shoots at
it before it becomes official policy”
But in recent years, the word “Jéak’”’
has taken on a more sinister 26nnota-
tion. Now it means furtive
the press selected offici opinions and
documents designed to affect the
course of legislatigh or political cam-
paigns —or impgachment proceedings.
Leaks are mofivated by a wide varie-

Bepfamin Shore is a member of the
staflfof the Copley News Service Wash-
ington Bureau.
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tion the bugefary of Ellsberg’s psychia-
#e hoping to find embarrass-

pen leak to the press to discredit
Ellsberg.

And in those transcripts one can read
Nixon’s own suggestions that certain
FBI and secret grand jury information
be leaked to the press to damage the
reputations of some well-known
Democrats.

Many of the documents leaked out of
the ostensibly secret Senate Watergate
Committee focused attention on the
use of the press leak by White House
political operatives.

o

YET SEVERAL White House spokes-
men —Deputy Press Secretary Gerald
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*- President Ford was demoted
by his press secretary last
Cweek: -
Y Ron. N’essen was, announcmg
- ..the President’s. schedule for the
day and said that at 3 PM he
: - would meet wnth “Vlce Presx»
‘. :dent Ford.” - .
Y - .~ The red-faced Nessen hastxly
- corrected himself and said he
: meant Vice Presndent Rockefel-
-ler. P
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202 YORK STREET
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 06520
(203) 436-0825

Mre Ron Nessen January 29, 1974
The White House

Washington, [.Ce
Dear Ron:
I'm still a little puzzled by your behavior the other day. But

no need to explain. I understand.

Yours cordially,

“ P
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Ltoyd Grove
Editor















THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

From Jon Hoornstra

FYI






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

FROM: ANNE SWANSON
News Summary

“Philadel phia
“t, Bodetfi
7//’7‘/%’
































